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Schedule at-a-glance
MONDAY, MAY 3 TUESDAY, MAY 4 WEDNESDAY, MAY 5 THURSDAY, MAY 6

RESILIENCE EQUITY FUTURE CONDITIONS TRAINING

Noon — 12:45 p.m. Noon — 12:15 p.m. Noon — 12:15 p.m. Noon — 3:45 p.m.

P: Resilience, Equity, 
and Future Conditions 
— How they tie together 
with FEMA’s strategic 
vision

P: Toward a More 
Equitable Future for 
Mitigation

P: Future Conditions 
and FEMA’s Role in 
Building Resilience

FPM Training: A 
discussion of key 
initiatives including 
Risk Rating 2.0: Equity 
in Action; the NFIP 
State Assessment; 
and a reimaging of the 
Community Assistance 
Visit process.

12:45 — 1 p.m. 12:15 — 1 p.m. 12:15 — 1 p.m. Noon — 1 p.m.

P: Building from a 
Strong Foundation — 
Celebrating Success 
Stories in Mitigation and 
Resilience

P: Equity Matters: 
Defining Equity through a 
Mitigation Lens

P: Critical Actions 
to Address Future 
Conditions

HMA Training: FEMA GO 
— Tips and Tricks

1 – 1:45 p.m. 1 – 1:45 p.m. 1 – 1:45 p.m. 1 – 1:45 p.m.
P: Taking a Walk in 
Someone Else’s Shoes: 
Observations on 
Resilience and FEMA’s 
Programs

P: Learning from the  
Past | Rising to the 
Occasion: A Discussion 
on Creating Success in 
Equity in the Mitigation 
Space

P: Planning for the 
Expected Unknown

HMA Training: Starting 
Your Mitigation Story 
with Scoping Your Plan/
Plan Update

2 — 2:45 p.m. 2 — 2:45 p.m. 2 — 2:45 p.m. 2 — 2:45 p.m.
C1: Branch Chief Round 
Table: HMA Updates

C1: Resource Alignment to 
Fund Mitigation Activities 
(BCA Challenges)

C1: The Role of Nature-
Based Solutions in 
Mitigation and FEMA's 
Strategic Vision

HMA Training: HMA 
Project Application 
Pitfalls

C2: Branch Chief Round 
Table: FPM Updates

C2: The Hidden World 
of Hazard Mitigation: 
Utilizing Data Analytics to 
Uncover New Approaches 
to Mitigation

C2: Investing in Nature-
Based Solutions

C3: Overview of the 
National Mitigation 
Investment Strategy 
(NMIS)

C3: Applied Hazard 
Mitigation Research: 
A National Survey of 
State Hazard Mitigation 
Officers (SHMOs) and 
a Comparative Study of 
Buyouts in the United 
States and New Zealand

C3: Infrastructure 
Resiliency and Climate 
Change: Enhancing 
Resilience to Future 
Storm Impacts in 
Boulder County, 
Colorado

All times are Eastern 
Daylight Time (EDT)

P: Plenary
C: Concurrent
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Schedule at-a-glance
MONDAY, MAY 3 TUESDAY, MAY 4 WEDNESDAY, MAY 5 THURSDAY, MAY 6

RESILIENCE EQUITY FUTURE CONDITIONS TRAINING

3 — 3:45 p.m. 3 — 3:45 p.m. 3 — 3:45 p.m. 3 — 3:45 p.m.

C1: Tribal Mitigation: 
Challenges, 
Successes, and the 
Future

C1: Building Alliances 
for Equitable 
Resilience

C1: Research and 
Practice at the 
Intersection of 
Hazard Mitigation and 
Adaptation Planning

HMA Training: Build 
Back Better Using 
Public Assistance 
Mitigation Funding 

C2: Partnerships in 
Disaster Response 
and Resiliency

C2: Advancing NFIP 
Access: OFIA’s Initiative 
and Contribution to 
FIMA’s More Equitable 
Future

C2: Resilience 
through Compliance: 
FEMA’s Post-Disaster 
Substantial Damage 
Initiatives

C3: Hazard Mitigation 
Under the Individual 
and Households 
Program

C3: The Roadmap 
to Building Resilient 
Infrastructure and 
Communities

C3: State Foresters

C4: Forging Non-
Traditional Mitigation 
Partnerships: Engaging 
Building Code Officials 
to Increase Community 
Resilience

C4: Acquisitions for 
Open Space

C4: Building Resilience 
to Climate Hazards 
through Integrated 
Funding and 
Implementation in 
Buffalo, New York

3:45  — 4:15 p.m. 3:45  — 4:15 p.m. 3:45  — 4:15 p.m.

Daily Wrap Up: 
Reflection

Daily Wrap Up: 
Reflection

Daily Wrap Up: 
Reflection
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PLENARY SESSIONS MONDAY, MAY 3

Noon — 12:10 p.m.

Workshop Kickoff
Welcome and opening remarks.

Presenter: Katherine Fox

Resilience, Equity, and Future Conditions — How They Tie Together with FEMA’s Strategic Vision
FEMA leadership discuss how the week’s focus on resilience, equity, and future conditions aligns with 
FEMA’s vision and mission.

12:15 — 12:45 p.m.

Presenters: David Maurstad, Albert Padilla

12:45 — 1 p.m.

Building from a Strong Foundation — Celebrating Success Stories in Mitigation and Resilience
This session will highlight accomplishments, celebrate lessons learned, and spotlight success stories that 
provide a snapshot of the journey toward resilience.

Presenters, from left: Brad Bartholomew, Kristen Meyers
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PLENARY SESSIONS MONDAY, MAY 3

1 — 1:45 p.m.

Taking a Walk in Someone Else’s Shoes: Observations on Resilience and FEMA’s Programs 
This session will focus on the intersection of stakeholder experiences with resilience and FEMA’s policies 
and programs.

Presenters, from left: Nikki Cooley, Karen Cozzetto, Angie Gladwell, Tom Hughes, Brooke Stringer
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS MONDAY, MAY 3

Topic 1 (HMA Track): Branch Chief Round Table: HMA Updates
This round table will discuss the overarching goals of the Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) program, 
particularly Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC), Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA), 
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP), and Public Assistance (PA) mitigation.

2 — 2:45 p.m.

Presenters, from top left: Kirsten Roth (Moderator), Sam Capasso, Ryan Janda
Bottom, from left: Shabbar Saifee, Howard Stronach, Jennie Orenstein

Topic 2 (FPM Track): Branch Chief Round Table: FPM Updates
The overarching goals of the Floodplain Management (FPM) planning Division will be discussed by a 
roundtable of experts.

Presenters, from left: Jennifer Tylander, Rachel Sears, Julie Grauer, Adrienne Sheldon

Topic 3 (Open): Overview of the National Mitigation Investment Strategy (NMIS)
This session will focus on the Investment Strategy as it ties to resilience planning.

Presenter: Jamie Price
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS MONDAY, MAY 3

Topic 4 (Open): Base Level Engineering and North Dakota Risk Assessment MapService (NDRAM) 
Learn about North Dakota’s Base Level Engineering efforts and how the dataset is impacting the various 
FEMA grant programs along with the public and private sectors.

3 — 3:45 p.m.

Presenter: Laura Horner

Topic 1 (HMA Track): Tribal Mitigation: Challenges, Successes, and the Future 
Learn the importance of tribal mitigation projects, their challenges and successes, and how the HMA 
Division can support, learn, and grow from these challenges and successes to help support the future.

Presenters, from left: Troy Christensen (Moderator), Christy King, Monte Fronk

Topic 2 (FPM Track):  Partnerships in Disaster Response and Resiliency 
This presentation will discuss the challenges associated with a community’s largest flood disaster and 
discuss the challenges from the community’s perspective.

Presenters, from left: Charla Marchuk, Rick Foster



Hazard Mitigation 2021 Virtual Workshop 8

CONCURRENT SESSIONS MONDAY, MAY 3

Topic 3 (Open): Hazard Mitigation Under FEMA’s Individual and Households Program
This presentation describes hazard mitigation assistance that FEMA will begin providing directly to eligible 
applicants under the Individuals and Households Program (IHP). This assistance will be provided for 
specific real property items damaged by a Presidentially-declared disaster for applicants eligible for IHP 
Home Repair Assistance.

Presenter: Wendy Couchman

Topic 4 (Open): Forging Non-Traditional Mitigation Partnerships: Engaging Building Code Officials to 
Increase Community Resilience 
This session discusses the importance of building code adoption in the greater scheme of FEMA’s strategic 
goal of preparedness.

Presenters, from left: Karl Flippinger, Tom Huges, Mike Boso, Steve Ferryman

DAILY WRAP UP
3:45 — 4:15 p.m.

Reflection
This session is a reflection from FEMA leadership on the discussions and learnings from the day and also 
provides an opportunity for participants to share their reflections.

Presenter: Mike Moriarty
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PLENARY SESSIONS TUESDAY, MAY 4

Noon — 12:10 p.m.

Day Two Kickoff
Welcome and opening remarks.

Presenter: Paul Huang

Toward a More Equitable Future for Mitigation
This session will discuss the importance of equity in mitigation and the impact equity has on historically 
marginalized communities. The session will explore the possibilities of what could be for FIMA in a more 
equitable future.

12:10 — 12:20 p.m.

Presenter: Curtis Brown

12:20  — 1 p.m.

Equity Matters: Defining Equity through a Mitigation Lens
In this panel session, mitigation leaders from across the country explore the “Executive Order On Advancing 
Racial Equity and Support for Underserved Communities Through the Federal Government” and their own 
personal observations and experiences to help listeners develop a common understanding and shared 
lexicon of what equity means in the mitigation context.

Presenters, from left: Rhonda Montgomery (Moderator), Sharon Weston Broome,  
Garrett Altmann, Jo Linda Johnson
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1 — 1:45 p.m.

Learning from the Past | Rising to the Occasion: A Discussion on Creating Success in Equity in the 
Mitigation Space 
In this discussion, panelists weave in stories and perspectives about equity in relation to FEMA’s mission to 
help individuals prepare for disasters.

PLENARY SESSIONS TUESDAY, MAY 4

Presenters, from left: Justin Knighten (Moderator), Laure Schoeman, Jake White
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS TUESDAY, MAY 4

Topic 1 (HMA Track): Resource Alignment to Fund Mitigation Activities (BCA Challenges)
This session will focus on the challenges of benefit-cost analysis (BCA) as it pertains to small and 
impoverished communities.

2 — 2:45 p.m.

Presenter: Robbie Coates

Topic 2 (FPM Track): The Hidden World of Hazard Mitigation: Utilizing Data Analytics to Uncover New 
Approaches to Mitigation
Utilizing critical and innovative data analytics, Floodplain Management explains how they explore 
communities in a new light.

Presenters, from left: John Garvin, Trey Rozelle, Jeremy Hughes

Topic 3 (Open): Applied Hazard Mitigation Research: A National Survey of State Hazard Mitigation 
Officers (SHMOs) and a Comparative Study of Buyouts in the United States and New Zealand
This presentation will focus on the results of a national survey conducted with State Hazard Mitigation 
Officers (SHMOs) in U.S. states and territories as well as the results of a set of interviews with local officials 
in U.S. and New Zealand communities who were responsible for the management of hazard-prone housing 
acquisition or “buyout” programs.

Presenter: Gavin Smith
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS TUESDAY, MAY 4

Topic 4 (Open): Funding Strategies for Communities 
In this session we will focus on how FEMA’s Investment Strategy aligns with its mission.

Presenter: Alex Contreras

Topic 1 (HMA Track): Building Alliances for Equitable Resilience
Join the Resilient Nation Partnership Network, Houston Office of Emergency Management, and the National 
League of Cities for a discussion on advancing equitable resilience.

3 — 3:45 p.m.

Presenters, from left: Brad Dean, Nickea Bradley, Anna Marandi

Topic 2 (FPM Track): Advancing NFIP Access: OFIA’s Initiative and Contribution to FIMA’s More 
Equitable Future
Join the conversation on the Office of the Flood Insurance Advocate’s (OFIA) initiative to expand National 
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) access to those who have not yet utilized or realized all of the resources of 
the NFIP.

Presenters, from left: Rhonda Montgomery, Annette Burris
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS TUESDAY, MAY 4

Topic 3 (Open): The Roadmap to Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities
This panel session brings together the Missouri Department of Natural Resources and FEMA’s Building 
Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) team to discuss mitigation and energy resilience planning 
through partnerships and outreach.

Presenters, from left: Ryan Janda (Modertor), Camille Crain, Cherylyn Kelley

Topic 4 (Open): Acquisitions for Open Space
The acquisition presentation will cover the chronology of FEMA’s acquisition program since the start of the 
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) in 1989. Included will be a review of various facets of acquisition 
regulations — 44 CFR, Part 80, and guidance — HMA Policy Guidance Addendum of 2015, governing 
program implementation. Some of the recent challenges with program implementation will also be covered.

Presenter: Brian Willsey

DAILY WRAP UP TUESDAY, MAY 4

3:45 — 4:15 p.m.
Reflection
This session is a reflection from FEMA leadership on the discussions and learnings from the day and also 
provides an opportunity for participants to share their reflections.

Presenter: Rachel Sears
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PLENARY SESSIONS WEDNESDAY, MAY 5

Noon — 12:10 p.m.

Day Three Kickoff
Welcome and opening remarks.

Presenter: Vincent Maykovich

12:10 — 12:30 p.m.

Future Conditions and FEMA’s Role in Building Resilience
During this session leaders in the space will unpack the complex nature of planning and preparing for 
future condition that will impact the American people.

Presenters, from left: Art von Lehe, Tucker Mahoney

12:30 — 1 p.m.

Critical Actions to Address Future Conditions 
In this session presenters will provide context on the current state of factors that impact future conditions 
as well as the science and expected trajectory of each. Through the moderated panel, speakers will identify 
critical actions that can be taken to address future conditions.

Presenters, from left: Edward Laatsch (Moderator), Abby Hall, Michael Gerrard, Eric Letvin
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Planning for the Expected Unknown
This session will convene a collection of key stakeholders to offer perspectives and paths forward for 
addressing future conditions.

1 — 1:45 p.m.

PLENARY SESSIONS WEDNESDAY, MAY 5

Presenters, from left: Kristin Fontenot (Moderator), Claudia Nierenberg, Velma Smith, Skip Stiles
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS WEDNESDAY, MAY 5

2 — 2:45 p.m.

Topic 1 (HMA Track): The Role of Nature-Based Solutions in Mitigation and FEMA’s Strategic Vision
A high-level discussion of FEMA’s HMA programs and where nature-based solutions fit into the broader 
picture of resilience, mitigation, and future conditions.

Presenters, from left: Brian Willsey, Ben Prince, Matt Konfirst, Jamie Carter

Topic 2 (FPM Track): Investing in Nature-Based Solutions
The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) seeks to share successes and challenges in delivering 
natural and nature-based solutions for coastal community resilience.

Presenters, from left: Erika Feller, Kaity Goldsmith

Topic 3 (Open): Infrastructure Resiliency and Climate Change: Enhancing Resilience to Future 
Storm Impacts in Boulder County, Colorado
This session will discuss best practices and lessons learned about infrastructure and its importance to 
communities. In particular, we will discuss how climate change impacts future hazards and comprehensive 
planning for communities.

Presenters, from left: Stacey Proctor, Steve Hoover, Stephen Bourne
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Topic 4 (Open): Partnering with Your State Coastal Management Program to Achieve Resilience 
Priorities in Coastal Communities 
This panel will highlight several examples of recent and ongoing partnerships between state hazard 
mitigation officials and their coastal program partners to achieve shared coastal resilience priorities.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS WEDNESDAY, MAY 5

Topic 1 (HMA Track): Research and Practice at the Intersection of Hazard Mitigation and Adaptation 
Planning
This session provides several perspectives around efforts that enable states and communities to 
incorporate future climate change and environmental change impacts in their mitigation planning activities.

3 — 3:45 p.m.

Presenters, from left: Cadijah Walcott, Jennifer Kline, Alan Sloan,  
Bottom, from left: Marybeth Groff, Julia Knisel, Kelsey Ducklow

Presenters, from left: Reid Sherman, Christopher Clavin, Juliette Finzi Hart,  
Justin Kates, Shubha Shrivastava
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 5CONCURRENT SESSIONS
Topic 2 (FPM Track):  Resilience through Compliance: FEMA’s Post-Disaster Substantial Damage 
Initiatives 
Rebuilding after a flood provides an opportunity to make buildings stronger and safer. The primary goal is 
to reduce risk from future floods.

Presenters, from left: Molly Lucia Kaput, Adrienne Sheldon

Topic 3 (Open): State Foresters
This session will focus on opportunities for improving communications at the state level between 
emergency management agencies and state foresters focused on wildfire.

Presenters, from left: Ryan Buras, Daniel Berlant

Topic 4 (Open): Building Resilience to Climate Hazards through Integrated Funding and 
Implementation in Buffalo, New York 
This session will discuss the convergence of innovative funding and partnerships in building resilience in 
communities.

Presenter: Kelley St. John

WEDNESDAY, MAY 5
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DAILY WRAP UP WEDNESDAY, MAY 5

3:45 — 4:15 p.m.

Reflection
This session is a reflection from FEMA leadership on the discussions and learnings from the day and also 
provides an opportunity for participants to share their reflections.

Presenter: Kayed Lakhia
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FPM Training: NFIP State Coordinators & Floodplain Management Connect 
This session is intended for NFIP State Coordinating staff and FEMA Floodplain Management staff to 
discuss key initiatives including: Risk Rating 2.0: Equity In Action; the NFIP State Assessment; and, a 
reimaging/redesigning of the Community Assistance Visit process.

Noon — 3:45 p.m.

TRAINING THURSDAY MAY 6

Presenters, from left: Shilpa Mulik, Sarah Owen, Adrienne Sheldon

Noon — 1 p.m.
HMA Training: FEMA GO — Tips and Tricks 
This session will include a brief introduction for new users of the FEMA Grants Outcomes (GO) Grants 
Management system, lessons learned for next year, and plenty of time for questions and answers. 
The intended audience for this training is current FEMA GO users or state, local, territorial, and tribal 
representatives interested in applying for BRIC or FMA grants.

Presenter: Shawn Servoss

HMA Training: Starting Your Mitigation Story with Scoping Your Plan/Plan Update
Right-sizing the scope of work of your plan/plan update can help prepare better sub-applications for 
planning grants, leading to better planning and better mitigation outcomes for your community. Join us for 
a collaborative planning and grants session to learn how to effectively scope your next planning process. 
The intended audience for this training is state, local, territorial, and tribal representatives that are going to 
undertake a hazard mitigation planning process.

1 — 1:45 p.m.

Presenters, from left: Mari Radford, Breanna Meneghini
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TRAINING THURSDAY MAY 6

2 — 2:45 p.m.

HMA Training: HMA Project Application Pitfalls
This training provides information on common BRIC and FMA grant application errors and how to avoid 
them. The intended audience for this training is state, local, territorial, and tribal representatives and FEMA 
staff who are interested in applying for BRIC and FMA grants.

Presenters, from left: Eric Kenney, Manny Perotin

HMA Training: Build Back Better Using Public Assistance Mitigation Funding
Learn the basics about how PA funding can be used to build back better after disasters. This session will 
discuss some background about PA mitigation (sometimes called “406 mitigation”), what’s eligible for 
funding, and address some common misunderstandings. The intended audience for this training is state, 
local, territorial, and tribal representatives and FEMA staff who are interested in learning more about PA 
mitigation.

3 — 3:45 p.m.

Presenter: Sam Capasso



Hazard Mitigation 2021 Virtual Workshop 22

ABOUT OUR PRESENTERS
MONDAY
Katherine Fox serves as 
FEMA’s Assistant Administrator 
for Mitigation within the Federal 
Insurance and Mitigation 
Administration (FIMA) where she 
oversees the Hazard Mitigation 
Grant Program (HMGP), Pre-
Disaster Mitigation Grant 
Program (PDM), Flood Mitigation 
Assistance (FMA) grants, and 
the National Flood Insurance 
Program’s (NFIP) Floodplain 
Management Program and 
Community Rating System (CRS).

A veteran emergency manager, 
David Maurstad currently 
serves as the Deputy Associate 
Administrator of FEMA’s 
Insurance and Mitigation 
Administration and senior 
executive of the NFIP, the world’s 
largest single-peril insurance 
operation providing over $1.3 
trillion in flood coverage to over 5 
million U.S. policyholders.

Albert Padilla is the K-8 Science 
Supervisor for Jersey City School 
District in Jersey City, NJ. He was 
a middle school science teacher 
for 15 years. He now supports 
classroom instruction and 
oversees the district’s K-8 science 
curriculum.
TEAM Challenge.

Brad Bartholomew is the 
Salt Lake County Emergency 
Management Planning Manager. 
He previously spent 15 years 
as the Mitigation and Recovery 
Manager for the Utah Division of 
Emergency Management.

As Mitigation Division Director 
in Region 10, Kristen Meyers 
supports the Division Staff as 
they help our partners reduce 
disaster suffering. FEMA 
Region 10’s Mitigation Division 
serves state, tribal, and local 
governments in Alaska, Idaho, 
Oregon, and Washington.

Nikki Cooley is from the 
Diné (Navajo) Nation and is 
co-manager of the Institute 
for Tribal Environmental 
Professionals’ (ITEP) Tribes 
& Climate Change Program 
whose goal is to strengthen 
tribal capacity and sovereignty 
in environmental and natural 
resource management through 
culturally relevant education, 
research, partnerships, and 
policy-based services. She works 
with Tribes across the continental 
U.S. and Alaska on climate-
change adaptation, mitigation, 
and resilience planning. She 
and her team work with partners 
from federal and state agencies, 
academic institutions, Tribal/
Indigenous nations, non-profit, 
and private community.

Karen Cozzetto joined ITEP in 
2015 as Co-Manager of the Tribes 
and Climate Change Program 
together with Nikki Cooley.

She develops curriculum for 
and coordinates climate change 
trainings and webinars and 
develops content for ITEP’s 
Tribes & Climate Change website. 
Currently she is facilitating a 
one-year online Tribal Hazard 

Mitigation Planning cohort in 
collaboration with FEMA partners 
and the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Tribal Resilience Liaisons. She 
also works with individual tribal 
communities to facilitate the 
development of climate change 
adaptation plans.

Prior to joining ITEP, Karen 
obtained a Ph.D. in hydrology 
from the University of Colorado 
— Boulder and was the 
lead on a Native American 
Communities and Climate Change 
Preparedness project. 

Angie R. Gladwell serves as 
the FEMA Director for Hazard 
Mitigation Assistance in the 
Mitigation Directorate within the 
Federal Insurance and Mitigation 
Administration. Throughout her 
more than 20 years of experience 
in emergency management and 
environmental policy and over 12 
years leading federal programs, 
Ms. Gladwell has worked to 
inform public decision-making 
and improve inter-governmental 
collaboration, partnership, and 
transparency in reducing the 
nation’s risk to natural disasters.

As the State Hazard Mitigation 
Officer, Tom Hughes is the 
principal staff member to 
the Pennsylvania Emergency 
Management Agency (PEMA) and 
commonwealth leadership for 
all matters related to mitigation. 
He has oversight of the state’s 
and 67 county hazard mitigation 
plans as well a 14 state disaster 
resistant university plans.



Hazard Mitigation 2021 Virtual Workshop 23

Brooke Stringer joined the 
National Association of Insurance 
Commissioners (NAIC) in 2012 
and serves as a Senior Financial 
Policy and Legislative Advisor. 
She represents the NAIC before 
Congress and federal agencies on 
insurance regulatory issues, with 
a focus on cybersecurity, property 
and casualty insurance, and 
market regulation and consumer 
affairs.

Kirsten Roth is a results-driven 
strategic communications, 
public outreach, and program 
management professional. In 
her current role she oversees the 
Outreach and Communications 
Branch for Hazard Mitigation 
Assistance Division at FEMA, 
which is working to build safer, 
stronger, more resilient, and 
sustainable communities. 

Kirsten brings diverse, inter-
disciplinary experience to 
her work including outreach 
and communications with the 
United Nations Environment 
Program, community economic 
development in the United 
States Peace Corps, and 
corporate communications in 
the private sector. She holds a 
master’s degree in sustainable 
development, international 
policy and management and a 
bachelor’s degree in journalism.

Sam Capasso is the 
Branch Chief for Community 
Infrastructure Resilience with 
FEMA in Washington, DC. He 
leads the agency’s efforts to 

ensure communities build back 
better after disasters and achieve 
FEMA’s vision of a prepared and 
resilient nation. His team bridges 
the gaps from stakeholder 
interests and staff input to policy 
and policy to practice.

In his prior roles at FEMA 
Headquarters, Mr. Capasso has 
led the National Technical Review 
for the Pre-Disaster Mitigation 
and Flood Mitigation Assistance 
Programs, and developed the 
conceptual framework for what 
became the Building Resilient 
Infrastructure Communities 
(BRIC) program. Mr. Capasso 
has led the Building Science and 
Safety Team in FEMA Region II, 
where he managed the National 
Dam Safety Program and National 
Earthquake Hazard Reduction 
Program for the Region, promoted 
disaster-resilient building 
codes, and led the Region’s 
community resilience initiative. 
In support of the recovery from 
Hurricane Sandy in New York, 
Mr. Capasso led the technical 
review team for the $1.44 billion 
in Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program projects. Additionally, 
his workgroup developed $4.5 
billion in climate-informed 
resiliency measures for Sandy-
impacted facilities and was 
recognized with the 2015 
Administrator’s Award for Creating 
Resilient Communities through 
Innovative Mitigation Solutions. 
He is a subject matter expert 
in FEMA’s benefit-cost analysis 
methodologies and policy, and 
has driven the incorporation 

of sea level rise, ecosystem 
services, and drought impacts in 
project evaluation.

Mr. Capasso holds a J.D. with 
Certificates in Environmental 
and International Law, and LL.M. 
in Environmental Law with a 
concentration in Land Use Law 
and Sustainable Development 
from Pace University — Elisabeth 
Haub School of Law, where he 
now teaches Disaster Law as an 
Adjunct Law Professor. He holds a 
B.A. in Economics and Philosophy 
from Alma College.

Ryan Janda is a Branch Chief 
in FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation 
Assistance Division. Ryan’s team 
manages the implementation of 
FEMA’s nondisaster mitigation 
grant programs including the 
Flood Mitigation Assistance 
program, the Pre-Disaster 
Mitigation program and the new 
BRIC program. Ryan Janda brings 
over 20 years of emergency 
management experience to his 
role as HMA’s NonDisaster Grants 
Implementation Branch Chief. 
Prior to this position, he served as 
Deputy Branch Chief and Program 
Lead for the Hazard Mitigation 
Assistance Division. As Program 
Lead, Ryan was instrumental in 
implementing the merge of the 
flood mitigation grant programs 
into one combined Flood 
Mitigation Assistance program, 
as well as managing the Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program and Pre-
Disaster Mitigation program which 
have provided over $20 Billion 
to states, tribes, territories, and 

ABOUT OUR PRESENTERS
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communities since 1989. These 
programs provide much needed 
funding to make communities 
safer from natural hazards by 
implementing long term risk 
reduction measures.

Shabbar Saifee is a seasoned 
and highly experienced 
professional in structural and 
non-structural engineering, 
mitigation solutions development, 
systems engineering, FEMA’s 
benefit cost analysis, quantitative 
analysis and federal contract 
management. Shabbar is the 
Branch Chief for FEMA’s Hazard 
Mitigation Assistance Data 
Analytics and Systems. \

Before joining FEMA, in the 
private sector, Shabbar led 
numerous engineering research, 
design and development 
efforts in the field of chemical 
engineering and renewable 
energy. Shabbar holds degrees 
in mechanical and chemical 
engineering.

Howard Stronach is the 
Chief of the Disaster Grants 
Implementation Branch in the 
Hazard Mitigation Assistance 
Division at FEMA Headquarters. 
Howard’s team manages the 
implementation of the Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) 
and the HMGP Post-Fire Program. 
Through these programs FEMA 
works in collaboration with its 
state, local, tribal, and territorial 
partners to invest in post-disaster 
risk reduction and mitigation 
activities for all-natural hazards 

and across a broad range of 
project types.

Howard has over 24 years of 
experience in the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS) and 
FEMA. Prior to joining the Hazard 
Mitigation Assistance Division in 
2019, Howard was the Chief of 
the Regulations and Policy Branch 
in FEMA’s Public Assistance (PA) 
Division. During his service in 
PA, Howard supported numerous 
recovery operations including 
those following the Northridge 
Earthquake, World Trade Center 
Terrorist attacks, Hurricane 
Katrina, and the 2017 hurricanes. 
He began his federal career in 
1995 with the United States 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
and served in the DHS Office of 
Inspector General and the DHS 
Office of Grant Policy. Prior to his 
federal service, Howard worked 
as a civil engineer in the private 
sector. Howard has a B.S. in Civil 
Engineering from the University 
of Virginia and a M.S. in National 
Resource Strategy from the 
Dwight D. Eisenhower School for 
National Security and Resource 
Strategy at the National Defense 
University.

Jennie Orenstein brings 
more than 17 years of diverse 
experience to her role as Hazard 
Mitigation Assistance (HMA) 
Branch Chief — Policy, Tools, 
and Training. She leads a team 
to develop policies that shape 
HMA grant programs; deliver 
training to ensure the most up-
to-date information is shared 

with HMA stakeholders; and 
create tools that drive program 
improvements and implement 
policy or regulatory changes. 
Jennie joined the HMA Division in 
2015, and under her leadership 
the team has issued multiple 
policies and numerous policy 
clarifications impacting HMA 
grant programs nationally. Prior 
to joining the mitigation team, 
Jennie worked in the Individuals 
and Households Program Policy 
Section for more than eight years, 
where she provided expertise 
on program implementation, 
policy development, and 
the implementation of a key 
provision of the Sandy Recovery 
Improvement Act of 2013.

Prior to joining FEMA, Jennie 
conducted outreach and 
engagements for a Maryland 
local government comprehensive 
land use planning office. She 
also served as the Maryland 
Emergency Management Agency 
Individual Assistance Officer, 
where she worked closely with her 
FEMA Region III counterparts on 
the oversight of the Individuals 
and Households Program. She 
holds a master’s degree in 
Community Planning from the 
University of Maryland, College 
Park, and a bachelor’s degree 
in Criminology from the Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania. 

Rachel Sears joined FEMA in 
2004 and currently serves as 
the Director for the Floodplain 
Management Division. In this 
capacity, Ms. Sears provides 
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leadership in the implementation 
of the floodplain management 
requirements of the NFIP 
and oversees FEMA’s work 
as the lead agency under the 
Unified National Program for 
Floodplain Management and 
as the consultation agency 
under Executive Order 11988, 
Floodplain Management. In 
her previous capacity as the 
Senior Policy Advisor for the 
Federal Insurance and Mitigation 
Administration (FIMA), Rachel 
played a lead role in advancing 
FEMA’s work in national climate 
adaptation and resilience policy, 
supporting the development 
and implementation of the 
Federal Flood Risk Management 
Standard (EO13690), Presidential 
Policy Directive 8 — National 
Preparedness, the President’s 
Climate Action Plan, the Hurricane 
Sandy Rebuilding Strategy, and 
the Principles and Guidelines to 
Water Resource Management. 
Rachel has also been involved in 
the many reforms of the National 
Flood Insurance Program. She 
has worked multiple disasters 
in the national operations 
center and has been deployed 
to disaster field assignments in 
Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
and Iowa. Ms. Sears has a B.S. 
in Environmental Sciences 
from Shepherd University and 
a Masters of Public Policy from 
George Mason University.

Julie Grauer has degrees in 
Environmental Science and 
Hydrology. She has worked in the 
field of water resources for over 

25 years including: work for a 
private environmental engineering 
firm on environmental clean up 
issues, for the state of Kansas 
as program coordinator for a 
watershed based water rights 
program and then as NFIP 
Coordinator, and currently for 
over 15 years with FEMA working 
in Risk Analysis and Floodplain 
Management. She has worked in 
Mitigation in the Midwest states 
for Region 7 and New England 
states for Region 1 and now at HQ 
on national NFIP issues and as 
the National CAP-SSSE Program 
Manager. She has over 15 
deployments on national flooding 
disasters starting with Hurricane 
Katrina.

Adrienne Sheldon, PE, CFM is 
the Regional and Field Support 
Branch Chief for FEMA HQ’s 
Floodplain Management (FPM) 
Division. The branch works closely 
with each of the 10 regional 
Floodplain Management and 
Insurance Branches, as well as 
FEMA’s disaster workforce, to 
provide technical assistance, 
guidance and support with FPM 
program implementation. Since 
joining FEMA four years ago, 
Ms. Sheldon has led HQ SD 
initiatives to improve enforcement 
of SD provisions of local FPM 
regulations.

Ms. Sheldon has over 20 
years of experience supporting 
mitigation programs at the local, 
state, and federal levels. Ms. 
Sheldon is a subject matter 
expert in resilience and hazard 

mitigation including floodplain 
management; flood provisions 
of building codes; mitigation 
project development; mitigation 
grant reviews; and hazard-
resistant design, construction 
and retrofits of buildings. 
She also has experience in 
hazard identification and risk 
assessment, training program 
development, guidance and policy 
document development, and 
outreach activities.

Laura Horner is originally from 
Beresford, SD, and is a graduate 
of South Dakota State University. 
She began her career with 
the North Dakota State Water 
Commission and Office of the 
State Engineer in 2012 as the 
State National Flood Insurance 
Program Assistant. In 2014, 
Laura took over the role of the 
State Mapping Coordinator, 
overseeing all FEMA Risk MAP 
activities in the state of North 
Dakota. Laura was instrumental 
in the coordination and 
development of the beneficial 
flood risk data tool, North Dakota 
Risk Assessment MapService 
(NDRAM). She facilitates 
enhanced community mitigation 
efforts utilizing NDRAM.

Troy Christensen is the Regional 
Tribal Liaison for FEMA Region 5. 
He works closely with 34 Tribal 
Nations across the Great Lakes 
region to support FEMA program 
delivery to Tribal governments and 
Tribal emergency management 
programs. Prior to serving in his 
current role, Troy held the position 
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of External Affairs Advisor on the 
region’s Incident Management 
Assistance Team and has 
supported response and recovery 
efforts during 23 major disaster 
declarations across the country.

After working as a mitigation 
specialist for a recipient entity of 
FEMA Hazard Mitigation grants for 
three years, Christy King went 
on to work for FEMA as a closeout 
specialist. For the past four years, 
she has been the point of contact 
for New Mexico and tribes of 
New Mexico for hazard mitigation 
grants. Recently, she accepted 
the newly created tribal specialist 
position in which she will be the 
hazard mitigation grant point 
of contact for all tribes in New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, Louisiana, 
and Texas. She will transition to 
this new position in the coming 
months.

Monte Fronk has served in 
Tribal Public Safety for 32 years 
in Tribal Emergency Management 
and a Tribal Firefighter/EMT. In 
his Tribal Public Safety career 
he has been mentored and built 
relationships with the brother 
and sisterhood of public safety. 
Monte has gained life safety 
skills and servant leadership 
through courses instructed by 
MN Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management, MN 
State Fire Marshals Office, FEMA 
EMI, National Fire Academy and 
FEMA CDP.

Charla Marchuk is the Chief 
for the Training Branch located 

within the Insurance Mitigation 
Readiness Division (IMRD) of 
the Mitigation Directorate. She 
oversees a team of exceptional 
employees whose primary focus 
includes bringing opportunities 
in education, training, and career 
development to the Hazard 
Mitigation Disaster Workforce. 
Before her move to IMRD, 
Charla was National Training 
Coordinator within the Floodplain 
Management Division of the 
Mitigation Directorate. Prior to 
her move to FEMA HQ in 2018, 
she was part of the FEMA Region 
VI Floodplain Management and 
Insurance Branch in Denton, 
Texas and as well as an instructor 
at the University of North Texas in 
both the Emergency Management 
and Disaster Science and Public 
Administration Departments.

She has experience both as a 
voluntary floodplain administrator 
for her local community and 
has been recognized for her 
federal work and post-disaster 
contributions to DR4277 as 
a Floodplain Specialist while 
embedded in the community of 
Denham Springs, Louisiana.

Charla has been a Certified 
Floodplain Manager CFM from 
2010 until 2021 and has served 
as a member of the Association 
of State Floodplain Managers 
(ASFPM) Certification Board of 
Regents (CBOR). She received 
her undergraduate degree in 
Emergency Management in 
2009 and her master’s degree 
in Public Administration in 2017 

both from the University of North 
Texas. She is currently pursuing 
a doctorate degree in emergency 
management at Jacksonville 
State University in Aniston, 
Alabama.

Karl Fippinger, CEM, PMP is 
Vice President, Government 
Relations — Fire and Disaster 
Mitigation for the International 
Code Council. He brings more 
than 25 years of public and 
private sector experience in 
federal, state, and local disaster 
preparedness, response, 
recovery, and mitigation. Karl is 
also a 30-year veteran of the fire 
and emergency services having 
served as an Assistant Fire Chief 
in Prince William County, VA, as 
well as an adjunct fire and rescue 
instructor Fairfax County, VA.

Steve Ferryman joined the Ohio 
Emergency Management Agency 
(EMA) in December 2008 and 
serves as the Mitigation Branch 
Chief for Ohio. The Mitigation 
Branch administers FEMA’s 
Hazard Mitigation Assistance 
programs for the state. The 
Mitigation Branch is also 
responsible for maintaining the 
State of Ohio Hazard Mitigation 
Plan.

Prior to joining the Ohio EMA, 
Mr. Ferryman worked at the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources, 
Division of Water, Floodplain 
Management Program for nine 
years. Major responsibilities 
included assisting communities 
in maintaining National Flood 
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Insurance Program compliance 
and providing technical 
assistance and information 
about floodplain management to 
Ohio communities. Mr. Ferryman 
helped develop and implement 
the Floodplain Management 
Program’s first grant to Ohio 
communities, which provided 
funding and technical assistance 
to create local natural hazard 
mitigation plans.

Mr. Ferryman graduated from 
The Ohio State University 
in 2000 with a Bachelor of 
Science in Sustainable Resource 
Management with an emphasis in 
Water Resources. He is a Certified 
Floodplain Manager and member 
of the Association of State 
Floodplain Managers.

Mike Moriarty serves as 
Mitigation Division Director 
leading a team creating more 
resilient communities by 
reducing future losses to homes, 
businesses, public buildings 
and critical facilities from floods, 
earthquakes, tornadoes, and 
other natural disasters in New 
York, New Jersey, Puerto Rico, 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 
The team’s portfolio includes 
identification, analysis and 
mapping of risks, support 
to state and local floodplain 
management, coordination of the 
NFIP, environmental planning and 
historic preservation compliance, 
and management of a robust 
mitigation grants program 
providing hazard mitigation 
grants of more than $3.5B for 

Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands for Hurricane Maria and 
more than $2B to NY and NJ for 
Hurricane Sandy. The team also 
helps build capability for those 
programs among state, local, and 
tribal partners.

TUESDAY
Curtis Brown currently serves as 
the State Coordinator (Director) 
of Emergency Management 
at the Virginia Department of 
Emergency Management (VDEM).

Throughout his career, Curtis 
has been a leader for promoting 
diversity and implementing 
inclusive and equitable 
emergency management policies.

Rhonda Montgomery is 
the Deputy Flood Insurance 
Advocate at FIMA. Previously, 
Ms. Montgomery served as 
the Deputy Associate Director 
for Flood Preparedness at the 
Executive Office of the President’s 
Council on Environmental Quality, 
as the Executive Officer for the 
FIMA, and as a member of the 
Floodplain Management Branch. 
Ms. Montgomery has held her 
Certified Floodplain Manager 
designation since 2000 and 
received her MPA from the 
University of Kansas.

Garrett Altmann serves as 
the geographic information 
systems (GIS) coordinator and 
Project Manager for the Santa 
Clara Pueblo, a Native American 
tribe in northern New Mexico. 
Applying expertise in GIS, remote 

sensing, data visualization, and 
interpersonal communication, 
Altmann currently manages 
an award-winning strategy for 
a three million dollar funded 
FEMA project, in conjunction with 
several similar projects focused 
on flood mitigation and watershed 
restoration for 30,000+ acre 
watershed. Altmann strives for the 
integration of natural processes 
while developing innovative 
solutions with emerging concepts 
and technologies.

Sharon Weston Broome is the 
first female Mayor-President of 
the City of Baton Rouge and East 
Baton Rouge Parish. She is a firm 
believer in achieving progress 
through inclusion, innovation, 
and information. She previously 
served as a Baton Rouge Metro 
City Council Member, a Louisiana 
State Representative, and a 
Louisiana State Senator.

Jo Linda Johnson is the Director 
of the Office of Equal Rights in 
FEMA. She is considered an 
expert on civil rights laws, the 
federal sector EEO process, 
issues of affirmative employment 
and affirmative action, diversity 
and inclusion, communication 
and problem solving.

Paul Huang is currently serving 
in the role of Acting Associate 
Administrator of Resilience at 
FEMA. In his prior position as the 
Assistant Administrator for the 
Federal Insurance Directorate 
(FID), Mr. Huang supported the 
NFIP within FIMA.
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Justin Knighten is a public 
affairs and communications 
strategist, storyteller, and 
advocate who works to advance 
social justice, inclusion, and 
human rights. With a career 
based on cross sector experience 
and having served as a Mayoral, 
Gubernatorial, and currently as 
a Presidential appointee, Justin 
is driven by complex challenges, 
leading teams, and rethinking 
what’s possible to achieve results. 

Justin is an appointee in the 
Biden-Harris Administration, and 
serves at the DHS, FEMA Director 
of the Office of External Affairs, 
Justin directs several teams 
designed to engage external 
partners and carry the narrative 
of the agency, some of which 
include communications, public 
affairs, intergovernmental affairs, 
and congressional affairs. 

Previously, Justin held several 
positions across the Governor 
Gavin Newsom Administration, 
including Director of Strategic 
Communications and External 
Affairs at California Volunteers, 
Office of the Governor, and 
Assistant Deputy Director at the 
California Governor’s Office of 
Emergency Services (Cal OES). 
Most notably, Justin served as 
Co-Chair of Gov. Newsom’s $50 
Million Listos California campaign, 
a groundbreaking effort to boost 
disaster resilience among the 
state’s most hard to reach and 
socially vulnerable populations. 
With a novel approach based 
on traditional voter engagement 

style tactics and an accessible 
and culturally competent public 
education campaign that 
leveraged community organizing, 
behavioral change science and 
data-driven practices, Listos 
California changed the game 
in people-centered disaster 
preparedness and how to 
effectively invest public funding 
to foster government-community 
collaboration.

Prior to joining the Newsom 
Administration, Justin served 
as senior vice president of a 
boutique public affairs firm and 
as global public affairs and 
media director of the Harvey Milk 
Foundation.

Laure Schoeman is the National 
Director of Resilience and 
Disaster Recovery for Enterprise 
Community Partners, Inc. She 
oversees Enterprise’s efforts to 
preserve and protect affordable 
housing across the nation from 
the risks and impacts of natural 
hazards and a changing climate. 
She currently advises a range 
of agencies/organizations on 
housing resilience, adaptation 
and mitigation.

Jake White leads the National 
Association for Latino Community 
Asset Builders (NALCAB) 
Equitable Neighborhood 
Development team and its 
programmatic work with member 
and associate organizations.

Robbie Coates is the Director 
of Grant Programs at the Virginia 

Department of Emergency 
Management. He has been 
with VDEM for 13 years, 
and is a Certified Floodplain 
Manager (CFM). He oversees 
all grant programs including 
preparedness, hazard mitigation, 
and recovery. He is a graduate of 
the University of Maryland, with 
a B.S. in Physical Sciences with a 
concentration in Meteorology.

John Garvin is a United States 
Air Force Veteran who began 
his career with FEMA in 2018. 
He works as a Floodplain 
Management and Insurance 
Specialist with Region 6 and is 
heavily vested in revolutionizing 
the Substantial Damage mission 
at both the regional and national 
levels. John currently sits on 
both the Substantial Damage 
and Data Analytics national 
subcommittees.

John is a Doctoral Candidate in 
Public Administration at California 
Baptist University, with Master’s 
in Emergency Management and 
Homeland Security from Arizona 
State University, and a Bachelors 
in Emergency and Disaster 
Management from American 
Military University.

Trey Rozelle came into the 
emergency management trade 
with Hurricane Katrina as a 
community planner, then a 
specialist in Hazard Mitigation 
Assistance, and today works 
with FEMA R6 in Floodplain 
Management and Insurance. His 
work centers with resilience and 
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modernizing processes to aid 
recovery, with the goal of breaking 
the repeat-flooding cycle. Trey 
earned his B.S. in Emergency 
Administration and Planning at 
the University of North Texas 
(2005).

Jeremy Hughes has worked 
in emergency management 
since 2001. Since this time he 
had served on over 20 federal 
incidents nationwide including 
Hurricane Harvey, Hurricane 
Ike, Columbia Shuttle Disaster, 
and many large wildfires across 
the U.S. He began his career 
with FEMA in 2016 as a Risk 
Analyst with a concentration on 
Geographic Information System 
(GIS). Currently, he serves as a 
Team Lead for the Floodplain 
Management and Insurance 
Branch with a focus on data 
analytics. He holds a Post-
Baccalaureate Certificate in 
Geographic Information Systems 
from University of West Georgia 
(2015) and a B.S. in Natural 
Resource Management from 
Western Carolina University 
(2006).

Gavin Smith is a professor in 
the Department of Landscape 
Architecture and Environmental 
Planning at North Carolina State 
University. His research focuses 
on hazard mitigation, disaster 
recovery, and climate change 
adaptation and the integration 
of research and practice through 
deep community engagement.  
Educational efforts include the 
development of a graduate 

certificate in disaster resilient 
policy, engineering, and design 
and helping to coordinate a 
university-wide effort focused 
on disaster resilience spanning 
research, teaching, and 
engagement-related activities. 
Dr. Smith has written the text 
Planning for Post-Disaster 
Recovery: A Review of the United 
States Disaster Assistance 
Framework (Island Press, 2011) 
and served as the co-editor of the 
text Adapting to Climate Chance: 
Lessons from Natural Hazards 
Planning (Springer, 2014) as 
well as writing numerous peer 
reviewed journal articles, book 
chapters, and practice-oriented 
reports. Smith was a co-PI on 
a six-year study assessing the 
quality of state and local hazard 
mitigation plans. Smith’s current 
research includes assessing the 
state of disaster resilient design 
education at U.S. Universities, 
the analysis of a national survey 
assessing the role of states in 
building the capacity of local 
governments to implement 
hazard mitigation grants and 
a comparative assessment of 
hazard-prone housing acquisition 
programs in the U.S., New 
Zealand, and Australia.

Alejandro Contreras is the 
Director of Preparedness, 
Communication and Coordination 
for the U.S. Small Business 
Administration’s (SBA) Office  
of Disaster Assistance. In 
his current role, Alejandro 
coordinates the SBA’s efforts to 
promote disaster preparedness, 

recovery and mitigation.

Alejandro is also responsible 
for strengthening the SBA’s 
role in disaster recovery by 
building interagency coordination 
and leveraging private-public 
partnerships. Alejandro joined the 
SBA in 2005, and has worked in 
various roles responding to many 
of the country’s most devastating 
and costly disasters.

Alejandro earned a bachelor’s 
degree in government from 
California State University of 
Sacramento and has a master’s 
degree in strategic public 
relations from George Washington 
University.

Bradley Dean, CFM, CE 
is a Communications and 
Partnerships Specialist with 
FEMA’s Risk Management 
Directorate, where he leads 
the development of the RMD 
Partnerships Strategy and the 
Resilient Nation Partnership 
Network.

Nickea Bradley is the 
Deputy Director of the Office 
of Emergency Management 
for the City of Houston. In her 
tenure with the City has lead the 
Emergency Operations Center 
for George Floyd, Hurricane 
Laura, Tropical Storm Beta, 
and recent Winter Storm. Prior 
to assuming her current role, 
Ms. Bradley worked both at 
DC Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management and the 
Federal Emergency Management 
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Agency (FEMA), in numerous 
emergency response roles. She 
has also supported responses 
for Hurricanes (Joaquin, Jonas 
and Mathew), Flash Flooding 
(West Virginia), Avian Flu (Iowa) 
and major National events such 
as a Presidential Inauguration, 
Democratic National Convention, 
Nuclear Summit, and the 2019 
World Series. Additionally, she 
has presented both domestically 
and internationally at trainings, 
workshops and conferences. She 
has an undergraduate degree 
in Business Administration, a 
Master’s Degree in Business 
Administration and a Masters’ 
Degree in Emergency and 
Disaster Management. 
Additionally, she holds a Lean 
Six Sigma Green Belt and Grants 
Management certifications. 

At the National League of Cities, 
Anna Marandi oversees the 
Leadership in Community 
Resilience program, a cohort of 
eight U.S. cities advancing their 
climate preparedness efforts. 
Anna is also an expert resource 
in climate-induced migration, 
regional climate collaboration, 
and the intersection of climate 
and equity. She is currently 
researching ways in which local 
communities and governments 
can inform federal policies to 
address climate migration and 
relocation challenges. Prior to 
joining NLC, Anna supported the 
Puget Sound Climate Change 
Preparedness Collaborative, 
a cross-sector consortium 
dedicated to enhancing regional 

resilience. She has a background 
in film, media, and foreign 
languages, and graduated with a 
master’s in environmental policy 
from The New School for Public 
Engagement. (She speaks French, 
Spanish, and Farsi, and thrives 
on cross-cultural exchanges 
with diverse communities and 
individuals.)

Annette Burris has been at 
the Office of Flood Insurance 
Advocate at FEMA Headquarters 
in Washington, DC, since January 
2020. Prior to that, Annette was 
the Executive Officer of FIMA at 
FEMA, assisting FIMA leadership 
in its overall administration of 
the NFIP. She began her career in 
the NFIP at Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources with the Illinois 
Map Modernization program 
handling regulatory review. 
While at IDNR she moved into 
Floodplain Management in the 
NFIP State Coordinators Office. 
She later became the iService 
Region V Manager working 
directly with FEMA Region V, 
managing insurance portion of 
the NFIP.

Annette holds a Master of 
Public Health in Environmental 
Health & Disaster Management 
from Tulane University’s School 
of Public Health and Tropical 
Medicine. While at Tulane, 
she served abroad in South 
America evaluating the impacts 
of flooding in underdeveloped 
countries. She holds a Master’s 
Degree in Legal Studies from the 
University of Illinois and obtained 

her Bachelors of Science from 
Western Illinois University. 

Camille Crain is the BRIC 
Section Chief at FEMA 
Headquarters. In this role it 
is her responsibility to design 
and administer FEMA Hazard 
Mitigation Assistance’s newest 
grant program, BRIC.

Camille came to FEMA HQ 
from FEMA RegionVI where she 
served as the Hazard Mitigation 
Assistance Branch Chief in the 
Mitigation Division. It was her 
responsibility to manage FEMA’s 
three HMA grant programs and 
the HMA staff for the five states 
and 68 tribes located in Region 
VI. She administered in excess of 
$3 billion of mitigation funding.

Camille formerly worked for 
FEMA Region IV where she 
served as a Senior HMA Program 
Manager, serving as the Team 
Lead and Supervisor for the 
States of Alabama, Georgia, 
and Mississippi. She was also 
responsible for HMA training 
needs in the Region, Mitigation 
Planning coordination with 
HMA, and Standard Operating 
Procedures development for 
the HMA Branch. Camille also 
served as the FEMA Region IV 
representative on the Federal 
Interagency Community Resiliency 
Workgroup.

Camille was the State Hazard 
Mitigation Officer for the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky, 
where she managed the 

ABOUT OUR PRESENTERS



Hazard Mitigation 2021 Virtual Workshop 31

Commonwealth’s hazard 
mitigation grant program and 
planning office and led the 
effort for the approval of the 
Kentucky State Enhanced Hazard 
Mitigation Plan. Camille started 
her emergency management 
career at the University of 
Kentucky, where she was the 
Commonwealth’s Grants Manager 
for its Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program. 

She brings over 20 years’ 
experience with FEMA’s HMA 
grant programs at the university, 
state, and federal levels.

Camille holds a Bachelor of 
Arts in History and a Masters of 
Public Administration from the 
University of Kentucky and is a 
proud member of Big Blue Nation.  
She loves to travel and all the 
planning that goes into trips.

Cherylyn Kelley is a Senior 
Energy Policy Analyst for the 
Department of Natural Resources’ 
Division of Energy. She was 
the project manager for the 
development of the Partnering 
with Missouri Communities: 
Roadmap to Resilience 
project. Cherylyn supports the 
Department’s Legislative Director 
by acting as a legislative liaison 
for the Division of Energy.  She 
is an educator for real estate 
professionals on the subject of 
energy efficiency and provides 
support for Region VII Emergency 
Support Function 12.
 
Cherylyn received her bachelor’s 

degree from the University of 
Missouri in 2015 and is currently 
pursuing an MBA at William 
Woods University.

Brian Willsey is a hazard 
mitigation specialist in the 
grants implementation branch, 
mitigation directorate, and 
joined FEMA in 2006. His work 
at FEMA involves administering 
the hazard mitigation assistance 
grant programs: Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program, Pre-
Disaster Mitigation, and Flood 
Mitigation Assistance. Prior to 
joining FEMA, Willsey worked for 
approximately 20 years as an 
environmental planner with the 
Maryland National Capital Park 
and Planning Commission and 
the Department of Environmental 
Protection in Montgomery and 
Prince George’s Counties in 
suburban Washington, DC. 
His previous work included 
engineering and planning analysis 
in floodplain and stormwater 
management, floodplain mapping, 
local NFIP/CRS coordinator, grant 
writing and administration, and 
general environmental regulatory 
review. He has a bachelor’s 
in geography from the State 
University of New York at Oneonta 
and a master’s in planning from 
the school of architecture at the 
University of Virginia.

Rachel Sears joined the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) in 2004 and 
currently serves as the Director 
for the Floodplain Management 
Division. In this capacity, Ms. 

Sears provides leadership in the 
implementation of the floodplain 
management requirements of the 
National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) and oversees FEMA’s 
work as the lead agency under 
the Unified National Program 
for Floodplain Management 
and as the consultation agency 
under Executive Order 11988, 
Floodplain Management. 

In her previous capacity as 
the Senior Policy Advisor for 
the Federal Insurance and 
Mitigation Administration, Rachel 
played a lead role in advancing 
FEMA’s work in national climate 
adaptation and resilience policy, 
supporting the development 
and implementation of the 
Federal Flood Risk Management 
Standard (EO13690), Presidential 
Policy Directive 8 — National 
Preparedness, the President’s 
Climate Action Plan, the Hurricane 
Sandy Rebuilding Strategy, and 
the Principles and Guidelines to 
Water Resource Management. 
Rachel has also been involved in 
the many reforms of the National 
Flood Insurance Program. 

She has worked multiple 
disasters in the national 
operations center and has 
been deployed to disaster 
field assignments in Florida, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, and Iowa. 

Ms. Sears has a B.S. in 
Environmental Sciences from 
Shepherd University and a 
Masters of Public Policy from 
George Mason University.
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WEDNESDAY
Vincent Maykovich is currently 
serving in the role of Acting 
Region X Administrator. Prior 
to this role, Maykovich was 
appointed Deputy Regional 
Administrator of FEMA Region X in 
January 2020 after serving as the 
Region’s Acting Deputy Regional 
Administrator since March 2019. 
As Deputy Regional Administrator, 
he oversaw operations and policy 
implementation in support of 
the Region’s tribal nations and 
the states of Alaska, Idaho, 
Oregon and Washington. Those 
efforts included administering 
FEMA Region 10’s National 
Preparedness, Hazard Mitigation, 
Response and Recovery 
programs.

Prior to joining FEMA, Maykovich 
completed 23 years of active duty 
service in the United States Army.  
During his time on active duty, he 
served in numerous command 
and leadership assignments 
throughout the United States and 
overseas, including operations 
Desert Storm, Enduring Freedom 
and Iraqi Freedom.

Art von Lehe is FEMA 
Resilience’s Senior Climate 
Adaptation Advisor (Acting) and 
Resilience Branch Chief in the 
Office of Environmental Planning 
and Historic Preservation. Art 
has worked on policy, strategy, 
preparedness, mitigation, and 
recovery matters at FEMA. Before 
FEMA, Art used his background 
in environmental science, 
policy, and law to support local 

government sustainability and 
adaptation efforts.

Tucker Mahoney, an advisor 
in FIMA’s Mitigation Directorate, 
focuses on issues of climate 
change and coastal resilience in 
order to reduce disaster suffering 
through hazard mitigation. Tucker, 
a coastal engineer by training, is 
especially passionate about our 
nation’s coastal communities 
and their resilience. She is the 
President of the FEMA Women’s 
Forum; serves on the Dean’s 
Council of the Thayer School 
of Engineering at Dartmouth 
College; and is a member of 
the of the Technical Advisory 
Committee for the American 
Shore and Beach Preservation 
Association. 

When not at work, you will find 
Tucker hiking in the mountains 
with her husband, Dan, and their 
nine-year-old triplets, volunteering 
at their church or school, or 
practicing yoga.

Edward Laatsch is Director of 
the Planning, Safety and Building 
Science Division which leads 
FEMA’s responsibilities under 
several program such as the 
National Earthquake Hazards 
Reduction Program (NEHRP); the 
National Wind Hazard Impact 
Reduction Program (NWHIRP); 
and other natural hazard 
mitigation activities in support 
of disaster-resistant building 
codes and standards, technical 
services, and post-disaster 
forensic engineering activities.

Abby Hall is a Senior Advisor on 
Local and Regional Planning for 
U.S. EPA’s Office of Community 
Revitalization and is based 
in Portland, Oregon. Abby 
manages the Greening America’s 
Communities program. Abby 
also works on issues of disaster 
resilience and manages a 
partnership between EPA and the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) to support better 
disaster recovery and climate 
adaptation.

Michael Gerrard is a professor 
and director of the Sabin 
Center for Climate Change Law 
at Columbia Law School. He 
formerly chaired the faculty of 
Columbia’s Earth Institute, and 
the environmental section of the 
American Bar Association. He 
has written or edited 13 books on 
environmental law.

Eric Letvin serves as the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency’s Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Mitigation. Mr. 
Letvin directs FEMA’s pre- and 
post-disaster mitigation programs 
that support sustainable, 
disaster-resilient communities, 
to avoid or reduce the loss of 
life, property, and financial 
impacts of natural hazards. These 
programs include the Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program, the 
Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant 
Program, the Flood Mitigation 
Assistance grants, the Floodplain 
Management component of the 
National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP), and the Community Rating 
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System under the NFIP.

Kristin Fontenot is the 
Director for the Office of 
Environmental Planning and 
Historic Preservation at FEMA. 
As the Director of OEHP, Ms. 
Fontenot leads the headquarters 
team responsible for engaging 
and coordinating across FEMA’s 
programs and facilities to ensure 
that environmental and cultural 
resources are considered during 
program delivery and project 
design. The environmental 
planning and historic preservation 
(EHP) aspects of FEMA’s 
programs are derived from 40+ 
laws, regulations, and executive 
orders that ensure that FEMA, as 
well as all other federal agencies, 
consider the impacts to these 
resource types as it relates 
to agency delivery of mission 
priorities.

Claudia Nierenberg is the 
Division Chief, Climate and 
Societal Interactions (CSI), 
in NOAA’s Climate Program 
Office. Claudia has worked for 
the past twenty-five years in 
global change research design 
and implementation, focusing 
on collaborative networks and 
coordination across policy and 
adaptation.

Velma Smith is the Senior 
Officer of Government Relations 
at The Pew Charitable Trusts. 
She has worked on a range of 
environmental programs, most 
recently the Trusts’ flood prepared 
communities initiative.

William A. (Skip) Stiles, Jr. is 
executive director of Wetlands 
Watch, a statewide nonprofit 
environmental group based in 
Norfolk, VA. Prior to assuming 
his current position in 2006, 
since 1998, Mr. Stiles was 
an independent consultant, 
providing editorial and public 
policy services to clients such as:  
The While House Office of Science 
Policy, the Rockefeller Foundation, 
the Pew Charitable Trusts, RAND 
Corporation, and the National 
Academy of Sciences.

Ben Prince is a Program Analyst 
in the Disaster Implementation 
Branch at FEMA HQ. Before 
joining HQ, he worked in the 
Hazard Mitigation Assistance 
branch in Region 5 as a Hazard 
Mitigation Officer/Environmental 
Preservation Specialist. Previous 
to FEMA, Ben worked in the 
private sector, specializing in 
Green Infrastructure design and 
implementation — specifically 
green roofs. He graduated from 
the University of Maryland, 
College Park with both a 
Bachelor’s and Master’s in 
Ecological Technology Design.
 
Dr. Matthew Konfirst is a 
Physical Scientist in the State 
and Watershed Partnerships 
Section at the Region 3 office 
in Philadelphia, where he 
focuses on climate adaptation, 
green infrastructure and 
disaster mitigation issues. He 
received his PhD in Geology and 
Environmental Geosciences 
from Northern Illinois University 

before working as a postdoctoral 
researcher at the Byrd Polar 
Research Center at Ohio 
State University and then as 
a AAAS Science & Technology 
Policy Fellow at the National 
Science Foundation. His past 
research efforts focused on 
understanding climate changes 
that have occurred in Antarctica 
over hundreds of thousands of 
years, and included participation 
in multinational research 
expeditions to the Antarctic 
as well as a Fulbright Award 
to fund research performed at 
the Alfred Wegener Institute in 
Bremerhaven, Germany. Matt is a 
Returned Peace Corps Volunteer 
who served in Ukraine and 
Guyana from 2013-2015.

Jamie Carter is a physical 
scientist with NOAA’s Office for 
Coastal Management. He is the 
Office’s geospatial coordinator 
for the Northeast Region and 
performs a variety of technical 
duties, including GIS, remote 
sensing, and geodetic survey 
work. He has worked for NOAA for 
seventeen years producing high 
resolution land cover and lidar 
data, developing decision support 
tools, and working with coastal 
communities in New England to 
address ecosystem health and 
community resilience. 

Jamie is currently on detail to 
FEMA’s BRIC program where he 
works closely with the Technical 
Assistance and Technical Support 
team. Jamie is a certified GIS 
Professional and has a Master’s 
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degree in physical geography from 
Oregon State University.

Erika Feller is Director of Marine 
and Coastal Conservation for 
the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation where she oversees 
a portfolio of conservation 
funding programs related to 
coastal resilience and marine 
fisheries, wildlife, and habitat 
protection.  Prior to this she 
served as Director of North 
American Fisheries for The 
Nature Conservancy, focusing 
on promoting fisheries co-
management and improving 
fishery science and data to 
support management, and as 
Deputy Associate Director for 
Ecosystems at the White House 
Council on Environmental Quality 
where she led CEQ’s efforts on 
large scale ecosystem restoration.   

Kaity Goldsmith is the Manager 
of Marine Conservation at 
the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation where she oversees 
the National Coastal Resilience 
Fund and Fishing for Energy 
programs. Kaity formerly worked 
at the Mid-Atlantic Regional 
Council on the Ocean (MARCO) 
tackling a variety of important 
ocean health issues in ways that 
accounted for the interests and 
needs of five states in America. 
Kaity has a Bachelors of Science 
in Business Administration from 
Bryant University in Rhode Island 
and a Masters of Environmental 
Management with a focus in 
Marine and Coastal Ecology 
and Policy from Portland State 

University in Oregon.

Stacey Proctor is a Project 
Manager for the Boulder County 
Transportation Department. 
For the last five years she 
has been working to make 
the transportation system in 
Boulder County more resilient 
through flood recovery stream 
restoration projects adjacent to 
road reconstruction projects. 
Most recently, she was the project 
manager for the department’s 
Floodplain Management and 
Transportation System Resiliency 
Study and Action Plan.

Steve Hoover is a Project 
Manager for Atkins. Steve 
manages transportation planning 
and unique multidisciplinary 
projects in Colorado and across 
the country. He is experienced 
in incorporating resiliency 
into planning efforts. For 
example, he was the consultant 
project manager for FHWA’s 
“Administrators Award” winning 
Alaska Federal Lands Long-
Range Transportation Plan, which 
emphasized climate change 
adaptation. Most recently, he was 
the consultant project manager 
for the Boulder County Floodplain 
Management and Transportation 
System Resiliency Study and 
Action Plan.

Stephen Bourne, PE is Project 
Director and Atkins Fellow at 
Atkins in North America. His 
extensive experience is in 
climate science, engineering and 
software development, with an 

educational background in civil 
engineering. Stephen turns new 
engineering research into user-
friendly tools for shared-vision 
planning among stakeholders. 
He is lead developer of Atkins’ 
City Simulator tool, a cutting edge 
resilience modeling tool that 
communities are using across the 
country to explore their resiliency 
options.

Cadijah Walcott is a 2021 
Knauss Fellow working as a 
Coastal Hazards and Mitigation 
Specialist with FEMA’s 
Community Infrastructure Branch 
and Coastal States Organization. 
Prior to joining the fellowship, 
Ms. Walcott worked as an 
Engineer (Hydraulics/Water 
Resources Track) for Maryland’s 
Department of Transportation in 
the State Highway Administration. 
Ms. Walcott holds a B.A. in 
Environmental Studies and 
certificates in Global Studies 
and GIS (2015), an A.S. in 
Engineering (2018) and an M.S. 
in Civil and Environmental with 
concentrations in water resources 
and disaster resilience (2020).

Jennifer Kline is a Coastal 
Hazards Specialist for the Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources 
Coastal Resources Division 
where she has worked for the last 
20 years. Ms. Kline graduated 
from Valdosta State University 
with degrees in Environmental 
Geography and Geology. She is a 
Specialist for the Georgia Coastal 
Management Program, which 
represents 11 coastal counties. 
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Ms. Kline works closely with 
local governments in relaying 
information from federal and 
other state agencies regarding 
coastal hazards planning.

Alan Sloan serves as the 
Supervisor for the Mitigation 
Planning Section, which 
coordinates Georgia’s local and 
state Hazard Mitigation Planning 
activities, including maintaining 
and updating the Georgia State 
Hazard Mitigation Strategy. Alan 
has been with GEMA/HS since 
2004, serving as a Mitigation 
Planning Specialist for Southwest 
Ga until 2016 and has served as 
Mitigation Planning Supervisor 
since 2016.

Marybeth Groff, CFM is the 
State Hazard Mitigation & Climate 
Adaptation Coordinator at the 
Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Agency (MEMA). 
Ms. Groff is responsible for the 
implementation and maintenance 
of the State Hazard Mitigation & 
Climate Adaptation Plan which 
she co-leads the Resilience 
Massachusetts Action Team 
(RMAT). Ms. Groff co-leads the 
Massachusetts chapter of the 
U.S. Army Corps Silver Jackets 
team and plays a lead role 
in numerous state mitigation 
initiatives, working with a variety 
of stakeholders across New 
England to reduce risk and future 
damage from natural hazards.

Julia Knisel leads the 
StormSmart Coasts program 
for the Massachusetts Office of 

Coastal Zone Management to 
help communities proactively 
address coastal erosion and 
flooding while enhancing beach 
systems. She serves on the 
Massachusetts Emergency 
Support Function Team to inform 
response and recovery from 
coastal storm events. Julia also 
supports state hazard mitigation 
and climate adaptation planning 
and implementation. Julia 
collaborates with state, federal, 
and non-profit partners across 
New England through the Coastal 
Hazards Resilience Committee 
of the Northeast Regional 
Ocean Council, which has been 
focused on advancing nature-
based approaches to shoreline 
management.

Kelsey Ducklow is a climate 
change analyst at the California 
Coastal Commission. She is a 
co-author of the Commission’s 
Sea Level Rise Policy Guidance 
and works primarily on sea level 
rise adaptation planning. This 
includes continuing efforts to 
integrate sea level rise planning 
with Coastal Commission policies 
and processes and helping to 
coordinate the Commission’s 
Local Assistance Grant Program 
which provides funding and 
technical support for local 
governments undertaking 
adaptation planning work.

Reid Sherman leads the 
climate adaptation and resilience 
portfolio at USGCRP, which 
involves the coordination of 
the Federal Adaptation and 

Resilience Group, supporting 
development of the National 
Climate Assessment, and making 
connections across agencies in 
order to advance research into 
climate adaptation and inform 
programs aimed at improving 
resilience to climate impacts. 
Prior to joining USGCRP, Reid was 
an AAAS Science and Technology 
Policy Fellow in the NASA Earth 
Science Division. He holds a PhD 
in Astronomy and Astrophysics 
from the University of Chicago 
and a bachelor’s in Astronomy 
from Haverford College.

Christopher Clavin is a 
Research Environmental Engineer 
in the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology’s 
(NIST) Community Resilience 
Program. At NIST, Chris’ research 
supports the development and 
deployment of methods and 
processes that aid community-
scale resilience planning and 
decision making. In this role, 
Chris leads the Community 
Resilience Program’s research 
to advance and deploy NIST’s 
Community Resilience Planning 
Guide. This project and research 
involves developing methods for 
and engaging with communities in 
facilitated planning processes to 
plan for the impacts of hazards, 
changing conditions, and develop 
physical, administrative, and 
policy solutions that increase a 
community’s resilience to these 
factors.

Juliette Finzi Hart is the 
Program Manager for the 
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Integrated Climate Adaptation 
and Resilience Program. Prior 
to joining OPR, Juliette was an 
Oceanographer and Director 
of Outreach at the USGS 
Pacific Coastal and Marine 
Science Center. Earlier in her 
career, Juliette was a Research 
Assistant Professor in the Marine 
Environmental Biology program 
at the University of Southern 
California, where she also served 
as the Marine and Climate 
Science Specialist at USC Sea 
Grant. Juliette has a Ph.D. in 
Ocean Sciences from USC and a 
BA from Columbia University.

Justine Kates has served 
as the Director of Emergency 
Management for the City of 
Nashua, NH since July 2011 
after coming from his role as a 
Homeland Security Consultant 
for the Delaware Emergency 
Management Agency. In his 
role, Justin coordinates city-wide 
emergency response efforts 
by working with federal, state, 
and other areas of municipal 
government in obtaining the 
necessary resources to recover 
after a disaster. During his 
time in Nashua, Justin was 
responsible for coordinating 
the response and recovery of 
FEMA declared disasters Tropical 
Storm Irene, the “Snowtober” 
Nor’easter, Superstorm Sandy, 
Winter Storm “Nemo”, Winter 
Storm “Juno”, and Pandemic 
COVID-19. He is a Certified 
Emergency Manager (CEM), a 
graduate of the University of 
Delaware where he majored in 

Emergency Management and 
Public Administration and is 
currently studying at the Naval 
Postgraduate School Center for 
Homeland Defense and Security.

Shubha Shrivastava, CFM 
works at FEMA Headquarters in 
the National Mitigation Planning 
Program, currently leading the 
local planning policy update and 
capability building initiatives. 
Before joining FEMA, Shubha 
worked in the private sector 
conducting mitigation, recovery 
and resilience planning efforts 
for state and local governments, 
and supporting FEMA’s guidance 
development, plan reviews, 
training, grants and floodplain 
management work under various 
contracts since 2002. Shubha 
holds a Master of Urban Planning 
from the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign and a 
Bachelor of Physical Planning 
from the School of Planning and 
Archi-tecture, New Delhi.

Molly Lucia Kaput is currently 
working as the Senior Natural 
Hazards Specialist in the 
Floodplain Management 
and Insurance Branch in the 
Mitigation Division at FEMA 
Region I. Since 2012, Molly has 
been working with communities 
to ensure compliance with 
the National Flood Insurance 
Program. Prior to joining the 
Region I team in September 
2017, she worked for five years 
in FEMA Region III in Philadelphia 
supporting mid-Atlantic states. 
She has completed multiple 

deployments in support of 
disaster recovery efforts with 
a specific focus on substantial 
damage and is currently 
serving as FEMA’s Floodplain 
Management SD and Disaster 
Operations Committee Co-Chair.

Ryan Buras is the Deputy 
Director of Recovery, which 
includes directing disaster 
recovery operations and 
managing hazard mitigation and 
debris operations. Prior to this, 
Buras worked at the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, 
where he served in several 
positions since 2005, including 
senior advisor in the Office of 
Recovery Public Assistance and 
acting executive officer of the 
Office of Response and Recovery.

Chief Daniel Berlant has 
worked for CAL FIRE for over 
two decades and was promoted 
to his current position in 2016, 
where he oversees the Wildfire 
Planning & Engineering Division, 
as well as the Fire Engineering 
& Investigations Division. His 
position in the Office of the State 
Fire Marshal is responsible 
for the policy and program 
leadership for California Fire Plan, 
Defensible Space, Fire Prevention 
Grants, Land Use Planning, Fire 
Engineering (both structural 
and wildland), Investigations, 
Arson & Bomb, Fireworks and 
Pyrotechnics.

Chief Berlant began his career 
with CAL FIRE in 2001 as a 
volunteer and was hired in 2002 
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in the fire prevention bureau of 
the Nevada-Yuba-Placer Unit. 
In 2005, he began working in 
the CAL FIRE Communications 
Office as a Student Assistant 
and accepted a permanent Fire 
Prevention Specialist I position in 
2006. In 2008, he promoted to 
Department Information Officer 
and was tasked with serving as 
CAL FIRE’s main spokesperson. In 
2014, he promoted to the Chief of 
Public Information, overseeing the 
Sacramento and regional staff of 
the Communications Office.

Kelley St. John is a Resiliency 
Grants Manager for the City of 
Buffalo, who works to secure 
unique funding streams that 
support the City’s sustainability 
and resilience initiatives. 

Ms. St. John primarily works 
between the Office of the Mayor 
and Buffalo Fire Department 
on resilience projects, and is 
responsible for coordinating 
the City’s Climate Smart 
Community Task Force — a 
collaborative climate action 
stakeholder group that assists 
to guide the City’s participation 
and implementation of state-
sponsored climate and energy 
programs. Prior to this role, 
Kelley was a research assistant 
with the Resilient Buildings Lab 
working to prepare vulnerability 
assessment tools for the City 
of Cleveland, Ohio community 
climate action plan update; and 
as a Climate Fellow with the City 
of Buffalo and Buffalo Sewer 
Authority assisting with climate 

impact analysis for the Energy 
Master Plan and RainCheck 2.0 
initiatives. She holds degrees in 
Urban and Regional Planning, and 
Environmental Studies from the 
University at Buffalo.

Kayed Lakhia is the Deputy 
Director for Hazard Mitigation 
Assistance in FEMA’s Federal 
Insurance and Mitigation 
Administration (FIMA). As a 
Resiliency leader for FEMA’s 
Hazard Mitigation Assistance 
program, Mr. Lakhia manages 
a portfolio of about $10B 
in hazard mitigation grants, 
including FEMA’s Pre-Disaster 
Grant Program (PDM); the Flood 
Mitigation Assistance (FMA) 
program; the Hazard Mitigation 
Grant Program (HMGP); Post-
Fire HMGP; and the newest 
grant program, Building Resilient 
Infrastructure and Communities 
(BRIC). All these programs 
provide long-term and permanent 
risk-reduction solutions with the 
aim of reducing loss of life and 
damage to property prior to and 
after disasters.

Thursday
Shilpa Mulik works for the 
Floodplain Management Division 
(FPMD) at FEMA HQ and her has 
over 20 years of NFIP experience 
including both private sector 
and the federal govt. Her duties 
include: serving as a Regional 
Liaison for Regions 3, 6, and 7 
to provide technical assistance 
on various engineering and 
compliance issues, and the 

review and approval of potential 
Letter of Map change (LOMC) 
violations within all 10 Regions. 
Shilpa moved to FEMA HQ over 
four years ago from the FEMA 
office in Region IX, where she 
initially started in the Floodplain 
Management Division and later 
moved to the Risk Analysis 
Division serving as a Regional 
Engineer. Shilpa has been 
supporting the Risk Rating (RR 
2.0) team since its inception 
and full time for the past 
couple of years as a Floodplain 
Management SME and assisting 
with outreach and communication 
efforts for the FEMA Regions and 
State Partners.

Ms. Sarah Owen currently 
works at FIMA Headquarters as 
an NFIP specialist and regional 
liaison who acts as a resource 
for regional regulatory support 
and national policy making. She 
worked for the last year as part 
of a team that created Policy 
#104-008-03 on Floodplain 
Management Requirements 
Agricultural and Accessory 
Structures. She also leads the 
Compliance Committee which 
aims to increase compliance with 
NFIP regulations on a national 
scale. 

Ms. Owen was a Natural Hazards 
Program Specialist with FEMA 
Region IX for over 10 years 
prior to working at FIMA HQ. 
She has experience with the 
interpretation and enforcement of 
NFIP regulations in arid regions, 
coastal zones, riverine areas, 
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highly urbanized and extremely 
rural areas, including conducting 
mapping outreach, providing 
technical assistance, assisting 
communities with correcting NFIP 
violations, and coordinating with 
states to change laws that conflict 
with NFIP regulations.

Ms. Owen has conducted 
multiple classes on Elevation 
Certificates, Substantial Damage/
Improvement, NFIP Basics, and 
Coastal Regulations throughout 
Region IX. She has conducted 
Basic and Advanced NFIP classes 
at the Emergency Management 
Institute, as well as Train-the-
Trainer classes, and was part of 
the national effort to redesign 
the national basic floodplain 
management class (E273). 

Ms. Owen has disaster experience 
on flood and hurricane disasters 
including Hurricanes Katrina 
and Sandy, and post-earthquake 
Preliminary Damage Assessments 
in Region IX.

Prior to joining FEMA, Ms. Owen 
utilized her B.S. in geology 
working for environmental 
consulting companies to conduct 
groundwater, soil and soil vapor 
risk assessments, remediate 
sites contaminated by petroleum 
hydrocarbons, and characterize 
the effects of forest harvesting 
activities on streams. 

Ms. Owen also served in the 
Peace Corps in Kazakhstan, 
teaching environmental studies to 
middle-school children.

Adrienne Sheldon, PE, CFM is 
the Regional and Field Support 
Branch Chief for FEMA HQ’s 
Floodplain Management (FPM) 
Division. The branch works closely 
with each of the 10 regional 
Floodplain Management and 
Insurance Branches, as well as 
FEMA’s disaster workforce, to 
provide technical assistance, 
guidance and support with FPM 
program implementation. Since 
joining FEMA four years ago, 
Ms. Sheldon has led HQ SD 
initiatives to improve enforcement 
of SD provisions of local FPM 
regulations.

Ms. Sheldon has over 20 
years of experience supporting 
mitigation programs at the 
local, state and federal level. 
Ms. Sheldon is a Subject Matter 
Expert in resilience and hazard 
mitigation including floodplain 
management; flood provisions 
of building codes; mitigation 
project development; mitigation 
grant reviews; and hazard-
resistant design, construction 
and retrofits of buildings. 
She also has experience in 
hazard identification and risk 
assessment, training program 
development, guidance and policy 
document development, and 
outreach activities.

Shawn Servoss has worked in 
the Grants and Data Analytics 
branch of the Flood Insurance 
and Mitigation Administration 
of FEMA for 5 years. With FEMA 
Shawn has helped our partners 
use the Mitigation eGrants 

system and now FEMA GO. Most 
of his career previously was spent 
working in natural resources with 
the Bureau of Land Management. 
He enjoys meeting grants 
management system users from 
all over the United States and 
helping them participate in our 
grant programs.

Mari Radford is the Community 
Planning Lead for the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency’s (FEMA) Region III office. 
Mari and her team provide 
mitigation planning support to 
the 6 states and communities 
that make up Region 3; DC, DE, 
WV, MD, PA and VA as required 
under the Stafford Act. In addition 
to planning she provides plan 
reviews and technical assistance, 
conducts training, and disaster 
response. She is a member of 
the Virginia Silver Jackets team. 
Previously, she worked with 
the National Flood Insurance 
Program as a Planning Specialist 
and the US Department of 
State as a Community Liaison 
Officer. Mari holds a Master’s 
Degree in Community and 
Regional Planning from Temple 
University and a Bachelor’s 
Degree in History from Willamette 
University.

Breanna Meneghini is a Senior 
Hazard Mitigation Specialist with 
FEMA Region 10, representing 
Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, and 
Washington. She manages the 
Region’s hazard mitigation non-
disaster team, implementing the 
Building Resilient Infrastructure 
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and Communities, Pre-Disaster 
Mitigation, and Flood Mitigation 
Assistance programs. Brenna 
has a Bachelor of Arts in Political 
Science from the University of 
Washington and a Master of Arts 
in International Relations and 
Affairs from the University of 
Manchester.

Eric Kenney is a Senior Project 
Manager with CDM Smith. For 
the last 10 years he has focused 
on supporting FEMA on a range 
of tasks, including the Hazard 
Mitigation Assistance (HMA) 
grants program supporting 
HMA program improvement 
and technical and benefit cost 
analysis reviews of HMA grants. 
For the last five years has led 
the contractor support for the 
National Technical Review (NTR) 
of non-disaster grants supporting 
the review of over 1,700 
applications for the Pre-Disaster 
Mitigation, Flood Mitigation 
Assistance and now Building 
Resilient Infrastructure and 
Communities (BRIC) programs, 
as well as hundreds of HMGP 
applications nationwide under 
multiple disaster declarations.

Manuel Perotin is a 
professional engineer with 
20 years of experience in civil 
engineering, risk and vulnerability 
assessments, hazard mitigation, 
benefit-cost analysis, floodplain 
management, planning, 
disaster recovery, and project 
management. Under nationwide 
contracts with FEMA, he served 
on post-disaster damage, 

mitigation assessment, and 
hazard mitigation assistance 
grant technical review teams, 
in addition to serving as an 
instructor teaching benefit-cost 
analysis and building science 
courses throughout the country. 
He has assisted state and local 
government agencies with 
preparing or updating emergency 
management plans, conducting 
training and exercises, tracking 
operations during an emergency, 
and aiding in coordinating 
reimbursement through the 
Federal Highway Administration 
Emergency Response (FHWA-ER) 
and FEMA Public Assistance (PA) 
programs.

Sam Capasso is the 
Branch Chief for Community 
Infrastructure Resilience with 
the U.S. Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) 
in Washington, DC. He leads 
the agency’s efforts to ensure 
communities build back better 
after disasters and achieve 
FEMA’s vision of a prepared and 
resilient nation. His team bridges 
the gaps from stakeholder 
interests and staff input to policy 
and policy to practice.
In his prior roles at FEMA 
Headquarters, Mr. Capasso has 
led the National Technical Review 
for the Pre-Disaster Mitigation 
and Flood Mitigation Assistance 
Programs, and developed the 
conceptual framework for what 
became the Building Resilient 
Infrastructure Communities 
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	This session will focus on the intersection of stakeholder experiences with resilience and FEMA’s policies and programs.
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	Presenters, from left: Nikki Cooley, Karen Cozzetto, Angie Gladwell, Tom Hughes, Brooke Stringer
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	Topic 1 (HMA Track): Branch Chief Round Table: HMA Updates
	This round table will discuss the overarching goals of the Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) program, particularly Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC), Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA), Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP), and Public Assistance (PA) mitigation.
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	Presenters, from top left: Kirsten Roth (Moderator), Sam Capasso, Ryan Janda
	Bottom, from left: Shabbar Saifee, Howard Stronach, Jennie Orenstein
	Topic 2 (FPM Track): Branch Chief Round Table: FPM Updates
	The overarching goals of the Floodplain Management (FPM) planning Division will be discussed by a roundtable of experts.
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	Presenters, from left: Jennifer Tylander, Rachel Sears, Julie Grauer, Adrienne Sheldon
	Presenters, from left: Jennifer Tylander, Rachel Sears, Julie Grauer, Adrienne Sheldon
	Topic 3 (Open): Overview of the National Mitigation Investment Strategy (NMIS)
	This session will focus on the Investment Strategy as it ties to resilience planning.
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	Topic 4 (Open): Base Level Engineering and North Dakota Risk Assessment MapService (NDRAM) 
	Topic 4 (Open): Base Level Engineering and North Dakota Risk Assessment MapService (NDRAM) 
	Learn about North Dakota’s Base Level Engineering efforts and how the dataset is impacting the various FEMA grant programs along with the public and private sectors.
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	Presenter: Laura Horner
	Presenter: Laura Horner
	Topic 1 (HMA Track): Tribal Mitigation: Challenges, Successes, and the Future 
	Learn the importance of tribal mitigation projects, their challenges and successes, and how the HMA Division can support, learn, and grow from these challenges and successes to help support the future.
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	Presenters, from left: Troy Christensen (Moderator), Christy King, Monte Fronk
	Topic 2 (FPM Track):  Partnerships in Disaster Response and Resiliency 
	Topic 2 (FPM Track):  Partnerships in Disaster Response and Resiliency 
	This presentation will discuss the challenges associated with a community’s largest flood disaster and discuss the challenges from the community’s perspective.
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	Topic 3 (Open): Hazard Mitigation Under FEMA’s Individual and Households Program
	This presentation describes hazard mitigation assistance that FEMA will begin providing directly to eligible applicants under the Individuals and Households Program (IHP). This assistance will be provided for specific real property items damaged by a Presidentially-declared disaster for applicants eligible for IHP Home Repair Assistance.
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	Presenter: Wendy Couchman
	Topic 4 (Open): Forging Non-Traditional Mitigation Partnerships: Engaging Building Code Officials to Increase Community Resilience 
	This session discusses the importance of building code adoption in the greater scheme of FEMA’s strategic goal of preparedness.
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	Presenters, from left: Karl Flippinger, Tom Huges, Mike Boso, Steve Ferryman
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	Reflection
	This session is a reflection from FEMA leadership on the discussions and learnings from the day and also provides an opportunity for participants to share their reflections.
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	Welcome and opening remarks.
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	Presenter: Paul Huang
	Toward a More Equitable Future for Mitigation
	Toward a More Equitable Future for Mitigation
	This session will discuss the importance of equity in mitigation and the impact equity has on historically marginalized communities. The session will explore the possibilities of what could be for FIMA in a more equitable future.
	Equity Matters: Defining Equity through a Mitigation Lens
	In this panel session, mitigation leaders from across the country explore the “Executive Order On Advancing Racial Equity and Support for Underserved Communities Through the Federal Government” and their own personal observations and experiences to help listeners develop a common understanding and shared lexicon of what equity means in the mitigation context.
	Presenters, from left: Rhonda Montgomery (Moderator), Sharon Weston Broome, Garrett Altmann, Jo Linda Johnson
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	Presenter: Robbie Coates
	Topic 2 (FPM Track): The Hidden World of Hazard Mitigation: Utilizing Data Analytics to Uncover New Approaches to Mitigation
	Utilizing critical and innovative data analytics, Floodplain Management explains how they explore communities in a new light.
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	Presenters, from left: John Garvin, Trey Rozelle, Jeremy Hughes
	Topic 3 (Open): Applied Hazard Mitigation Research: A National Survey of State Hazard Mitigation Officers (SHMOs) and a Comparative Study of Buyouts in the United States and New Zealand
	This presentation will focus on the results of a national survey conducted with State Hazard Mitigation Officers (SHMOs) in U.S. states and territories as well as the results of a set of interviews with local officials in U.S. and New Zealand communities who were responsible for the management of hazard-prone housing acquisition or “buyout” programs.
	Presenter: Gavin Smith
	Topic 4 (Open): Funding Strategies for Communities 
	In this session we will focus on how FEMA’s Investment Strategy aligns with its mission.
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	Topic 1 (HMA Track): Building Alliances for Equitable Resilience
	Join the Resilient Nation Partnership Network, Houston Office of Emergency Management, and the National League of Cities for a discussion on advancing equitable resilience.
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	Presenters, from left: Brad Dean, Nickea Bradley, Anna Marandi
	Topic 2 (FPM Track): Advancing NFIP Access: OFIA’s Initiative and Contribution to FIMA’s More 
	Equitable Future
	Join the conversation on the Office of the Flood Insurance Advocate’s (OFIA) initiative to expand National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) access to those who have not yet utilized or realized all of the resources of the NFIP.
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	Presenters, from left: Rhonda Montgomery, Annette Burris
	Topic 3 (Open): The Roadmap to Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities
	This panel session brings together the Missouri Department of Natural Resources and FEMA’s Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) team to discuss mitigation and energy resilience planning through partnerships and outreach.
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	Topic 4 (Open): Acquisitions for Open Space
	Topic 4 (Open): Acquisitions for Open Space
	The acquisition presentation will cover the chronology of FEMA’s acquisition program since the start of the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) in 1989. Included will be a review of various facets of acquisition regulations — 44 CFR, Part 80, and guidance — HMA Policy Guidance Addendum of 2015, governing program implementation. Some of the recent challenges with program implementation will also be covered.
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	1 — 1:45 p.m.
	Learning from the Past | Rising to the Occasion: A Discussion on Creating Success in Equity in the Mitigation Space In this discussion, panelists weave in stories and perspectives about equity in relation to FEMA’s mission to help individuals prepare for disasters.
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	Presenters, from left: Justin Knighten (Moderator), Laure Schoeman, Jake White
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	Topic 1 (HMA Track): Resource Alignment to Fund Mitigation Activities (BCA Challenges)
	This session will focus on the challenges of benefit-cost analysis (BCA) as it pertains to small and impoverished communities.

	2 — 2:45 p.m.
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	This session is a reflection from FEMA leadership on the discussions and learnings from the day and also provides an opportunity for participants to share their reflections.
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	Welcome and opening remarks.
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	Future Conditions and FEMA’s Role in Building Resilience
	Future Conditions and FEMA’s Role in Building Resilience
	During this session leaders in the space will unpack the complex nature of planning and preparing for future condition that will impact the American people.
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	12:30 — 1 p.m.
	Critical Actions to Address Future Conditions 
	Critical Actions to Address Future Conditions 
	In this session presenters will provide context on the current state of factors that impact future conditions as well as the science and expected trajectory of each. Through the moderated panel, speakers will identify critical actions that can be taken to address future conditions.
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	Presenters, from left: Edward Laatsch (Moderator), Abby Hall, Michael Gerrard, Eric Letvin
	Planning for the Expected Unknown
	This session will convene a collection of key stakeholders to offer perspectives and paths forward for addressing future conditions.
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	Presenters, from left: Kristin Fontenot (Moderator), Claudia Nierenberg, Velma Smith, Skip Stiles
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	Presenters, from left: Brian Willsey, Ben Prince, Matt Konfirst, Jamie Carter
	Topic 2 (FPM Track): Investing in Nature-Based Solutions
	The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) seeks to share successes and challenges in delivering natural and nature-based solutions for coastal community resilience.
	Presenters, from left: Erika Feller, Kaity Goldsmith
	Topic 3 (Open): Infrastructure Resiliency and Climate Change: Enhancing Resilience to Future 
	Storm Impacts in Boulder County, Colorado
	This session will discuss best practices and lessons learned about infrastructure and its importance to communities. In particular, we will discuss how climate change impacts future hazards and comprehensive planning for communities.
	Presenters, from left: Stacey Proctor, Steve Hoover, Stephen Bourne
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	Topic 1 (HMA Track): The Role of Nature-Based Solutions in Mitigation and FEMA’s Strategic Vision
	Topic 1 (HMA Track): The Role of Nature-Based Solutions in Mitigation and FEMA’s Strategic Vision
	A high-level discussion of FEMA’s HMA programs and where nature-based solutions fit into the broader picture of resilience, mitigation, and future conditions.
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	Topic 4 (Open): Partnering with Your State Coastal Management Program to Achieve Resilience Priorities in Coastal Communities 
	This panel will highlight several examples of recent and ongoing partnerships between state hazard mitigation officials and their coastal program partners to achieve shared coastal resilience priorities.
	Presenters, from left: Cadijah Walcott, Jennifer Kline, Alan Sloan, Bottom, from left: Marybeth Groff, Julia Knisel, Kelsey Ducklow
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	Topic 1 (HMA Track): Research and Practice at the Intersection of Hazard Mitigation and Adaptation Planning
	Topic 1 (HMA Track): Research and Practice at the Intersection of Hazard Mitigation and Adaptation Planning
	This session provides several perspectives around efforts that enable states and communities to incorporate future climate change and environmental change impacts in their mitigation planning activities.
	Presenters, from left: Reid Sherman, Christopher Clavin, Juliette Finzi Hart, Justin Kates, Shubha Shrivastava
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	Topic 2 (FPM Track):  Resilience through Compliance: FEMA’s Post-Disaster Substantial Damage Initiatives 
	Topic 2 (FPM Track):  Resilience through Compliance: FEMA’s Post-Disaster Substantial Damage Initiatives 
	Rebuilding after a flood provides an opportunity to make buildings stronger and safer. The primary goal is to reduce risk from future floods.
	Presenters, from left: Molly Lucia Kaput, Adrienne Sheldon
	Topic 3 (Open): State Foresters
	This session will focus on opportunities for improving communications at the state level between emergency management agencies and state foresters focused on wildfire.
	Presenters, from left: Ryan Buras, Daniel Berlant
	Topic 4 (Open): Building Resilience to Climate Hazards through Integrated Funding and Implementation in Buffalo, New York 
	This session will discuss the convergence of innovative funding and partnerships in building resilience in communities.
	Presenter: Kelley St. John
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	3:45 — 4:15 p.m.


	Reflection
	Reflection
	Reflection
	This session is a reflection from FEMA leadership on the discussions and learnings from the day and also provides an opportunity for participants to share their reflections.

	Figure
	Presenter: Kayed Lakhia
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	Noon — 3:45 p.m.
	Noon — 3:45 p.m.
	Noon — 3:45 p.m.


	FPM Training: NFIP State Coordinators & Floodplain Management Connect 
	FPM Training: NFIP State Coordinators & Floodplain Management Connect 
	This session is intended for NFIP State Coordinating staff and FEMA Floodplain Management staff to discuss key initiatives including: Risk Rating 2.0: Equity In Action; the NFIP State Assessment; and, a reimaging/redesigning of the Community Assistance Visit process.
	Presenters, from left: Shilpa Mulik, Sarah Owen, Adrienne Sheldon

	Noon — 1 p.m.
	HMA Training: FEMA GO — Tips and Tricks 
	HMA Training: FEMA GO — Tips and Tricks 
	This session will include a brief introduction for new users of the FEMA Grants Outcomes (GO) Grants Management system, lessons learned for next year, and plenty of time for questions and answers. The intended audience for this training is current FEMA GO users or state, local, territorial, and tribal representatives interested in applying for BRIC or FMA grants.

	Figure
	Presenter: Shawn Servoss
	HMA Training: Starting Your Mitigation Story with Scoping Your Plan/Plan Update
	HMA Training: Starting Your Mitigation Story with Scoping Your Plan/Plan Update
	HMA Training: Starting Your Mitigation Story with Scoping Your Plan/Plan Update
	Right-sizing the scope of work of your plan/plan update can help prepare better sub-applications for planning grants, leading to better planning and better mitigation outcomes for your community. Join us for a collaborative planning and grants session to learn how to effectively scope your next planning process. The intended audience for this training is state, local, territorial, and tribal representatives that are going to undertake a hazard mitigation planning process.

	1 — 1:45 p.m.
	Figure
	Figure
	Presenters, from left: Mari Radford, Breanna Meneghini

	2 — 2:45 p.m.
	2 — 2:45 p.m.
	HMA Training: HMA Project Application Pitfalls
	HMA Training: HMA Project Application Pitfalls
	This training provides information on common BRIC and FMA grant application errors and how to avoid them. The intended audience for this training is state, local, territorial, and tribal representatives and FEMA staff who are interested in applying for BRIC and FMA grants.
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	Presenters, from left: Eric Kenney, Manny Perotin

	HMA Training: Build Back Better Using Public Assistance Mitigation Funding
	HMA Training: Build Back Better Using Public Assistance Mitigation Funding
	HMA Training: Build Back Better Using Public Assistance Mitigation Funding
	Learn the basics about how PA funding can be used to build back better after disasters. This session will discuss some background about PA mitigation (sometimes called “406 mitigation”), what’s eligible for funding, and address some common misunderstandings. The intended audience for this training is state, local, territorial, and tribal representatives and FEMA staff who are interested in learning more about PA mitigation.

	3 — 3:45 p.m.
	Figure
	Presenter: Sam Capasso
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	Katherine Fox serves as FEMA’s Assistant Administrator for Mitigation within the Federal Insurance and Mitigation Administration (FIMA) where she oversees the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP), Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Program (PDM), Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) grants, and the National Flood Insurance Program’s (NFIP) Floodplain Management Program and Community Rating System (CRS).
	A veteran emergency manager, David Maurstad currently serves as the Deputy Associate Administrator of FEMA’s Insurance and Mitigation Administration and senior executive of the NFIP, the world’s largest single-peril insurance operation providing over $1.3 trillion in flood coverage to over 5 million U.S. policyholders.
	Albert Padilla is the K-8 Science Supervisor for Jersey City School District in Jersey City, NJ. He was a middle school science teacher for 15 years. He now supports classroom instruction and oversees the district’s K-8 science curriculum.
	TEAM Challenge.
	Brad Bartholomew is the Salt Lake County Emergency Management Planning Manager. He previously spent 15 years as the Mitigation and Recovery Manager for the Utah Division of Emergency Management.
	As Mitigation Division Director in Region 10, Kristen Meyers supports the Division Staff as they help our partners reduce disaster suffering. FEMA Region 10’s Mitigation Division serves state, tribal, and local governments in Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington.
	Nikki Cooley is from the Diné (Navajo) Nation and is co-manager of the Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals’ (ITEP) Tribes & Climate Change Program whose goal is to strengthen tribal capacity and sovereignty in environmental and natural resource management through culturally relevant education, research, partnerships, and policy-based services. She works with Tribes across the continental U.S. and Alaska on climate-change adaptation, mitigation, and resilience planning. She and her team work wit
	Karen Cozzetto joined ITEP in 2015 as Co-Manager of the Tribes and Climate Change Program together with Nikki Cooley.
	She develops curriculum for and coordinates climate change trainings and webinars and develops content for ITEP’s Tribes & Climate Change website. Currently she is facilitating a one-year online Tribal Hazard Mitigation Planning cohort in collaboration with FEMA partners and the Bureau of Indian Affairs Tribal Resilience Liaisons. She also works with individual tribal communities to facilitate the development of climate change adaptation plans.
	Prior to joining ITEP, Karen obtained a Ph.D. in hydrology from the University of Colorado — Boulder and was the lead on a Native American Communities and Climate Change Preparedness project. 
	Angie R. Gladwell serves as the FEMA Director for Hazard Mitigation Assistance in the Mitigation Directorate within the Federal Insurance and Mitigation Administration. Throughout her more than 20 years of experience in emergency management and environmental policy and over 12 years leading federal programs, Ms. Gladwell has worked to inform public decision-making and improve inter-governmental collaboration, partnership, and transparency in reducing the nation’s risk to natural disasters.
	As the State Hazard Mitigation Officer, Tom Hughes is the principal staff member to the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) and commonwealth leadership for all matters related to mitigation. He has oversight of the state’s and 67 county hazard mitigation plans as well a 14 state disaster resistant university plans.
	Brooke Stringer joined the National Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC) in 2012 and serves as a Senior Financial Policy and Legislative Advisor. She represents the NAIC before Congress and federal agencies on insurance regulatory issues, with a focus on cybersecurity, property and casualty insurance, and market regulation and consumer affairs.
	Kirsten Roth is a results-driven strategic communications, public outreach, and program management professional. In her current role she oversees the Outreach and Communications Branch for Hazard Mitigation Assistance Division at FEMA, which is working to build safer, stronger, more resilient, and sustainable communities. 
	Kirsten brings diverse, inter-disciplinary experience to her work including outreach and communications with the United Nations Environment Program, community economic development in the United States Peace Corps, and corporate communications in the private sector. She holds a master’s degree in sustainable development, international policy and management and a bachelor’s degree in journalism.
	Sam Capasso is the Branch Chief for Community Infrastructure Resilience with FEMA in Washington, DC. He leads the agency’s efforts to ensure communities build back better after disasters and achieve FEMA’s vision of a prepared and resilient nation. His team bridges the gaps from stakeholder interests and staff input to policy and policy to practice.
	In his prior roles at FEMA Headquarters, Mr. Capasso has led the National Technical Review for the Pre-Disaster Mitigation and Flood Mitigation Assistance Programs, and developed the conceptual framework for what became the Building Resilient Infrastructure Communities (BRIC) program. Mr. Capasso has led the Building Science and Safety Team in FEMA Region II, where he managed the National Dam Safety Program and National Earthquake Hazard Reduction Program for the Region, promoted disaster-resilient building
	Mr. Capasso holds a J.D. with Certificates in Environmental and International Law, and LL.M. in Environmental Law with a concentration in Land Use Law and Sustainable Development from Pace University — Elisabeth Haub School of Law, where he now teaches Disaster Law as an Adjunct Law Professor. He holds a B.A. in Economics and Philosophy from Alma College.
	Ryan Janda is a Branch Chief in FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Assistance Division. Ryan’s team manages the implementation of FEMA’s nondisaster mitigation grant programs including the Flood Mitigation Assistance program, the Pre-Disaster Mitigation program and the new BRIC program. Ryan Janda brings over 20 years of emergency management experience to his role as HMA’s NonDisaster Grants Implementation Branch Chief. Prior to this position, he served as Deputy Branch Chief and Program Lead for the Hazard Mitigatio
	Shabbar Saifee is a seasoned and highly experienced professional in structural and non-structural engineering, mitigation solutions development, systems engineering, FEMA’s benefit cost analysis, quantitative analysis and federal contract management. Shabbar is the Branch Chief for FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Assistance Data Analytics and Systems. \
	Before joining FEMA, in the private sector, Shabbar led numerous engineering research, design and development efforts in the field of chemical engineering and renewable energy. Shabbar holds degrees in mechanical and chemical engineering.
	Howard Stronach is the Chief of the Disaster Grants Implementation Branch in the Hazard Mitigation Assistance Division at FEMA Headquarters. Howard’s team manages the implementation of the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) and the HMGP Post-Fire Program. Through these programs FEMA works in collaboration with its state, local, tribal, and territorial partners to invest in post-disaster risk reduction and mitigation activities for all-natural hazards and across a broad range of project types.
	Howard has over 24 years of experience in the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and FEMA. Prior to joining the Hazard Mitigation Assistance Division in 2019, Howard was the Chief of the Regulations and Policy Branch in FEMA’s Public Assistance (PA) Division. During his service in PA, Howard supported numerous recovery operations including those following the Northridge Earthquake, World Trade Center Terrorist attacks, Hurricane Katrina, and the 2017 hurricanes. He began his federal career in 1995 with t
	Jennie Orenstein brings more than 17 years of diverse experience to her role as Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) Branch Chief — Policy, Tools, and Training. She leads a team to develop policies that shape HMA grant programs; deliver training to ensure the most up-to-date information is shared with HMA stakeholders; and create tools that drive program improvements and implement policy or regulatory changes. Jennie joined the HMA Division in 2015, and under her leadership the team has issued multiple polici
	Prior to joining FEMA, Jennie conducted outreach and engagements for a Maryland local government comprehensive land use planning office. She also served as the Maryland Emergency Management Agency Individual Assistance Officer, where she worked closely with her FEMA Region III counterparts on the oversight of the Individuals and Households Program. She holds a master’s degree in Community Planning from the University of Maryland, College Park, and a bachelor’s degree in Criminology from the Indiana Universi
	Rachel Sears joined FEMA in 2004 and currently serves as the Director for the Floodplain Management Division. In this capacity, Ms. Sears provides leadership in the implementation of the floodplain management requirements of the NFIP and oversees FEMA’s work as the lead agency under the Unified National Program for Floodplain Management and as the consultation agency under Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management. In her previous capacity as the Senior Policy Advisor for the Federal Insurance and Mitiga
	Julie Grauer has degrees in Environmental Science and Hydrology. She has worked in the field of water resources for over 25 years including: work for a private environmental engineering firm on environmental clean up issues, for the state of Kansas as program coordinator for a watershed based water rights program and then as NFIP Coordinator, and currently for over 15 years with FEMA working in Risk Analysis and Floodplain Management. She has worked in Mitigation in the Midwest states for Region 7 and New E
	Adrienne Sheldon, PE, CFM is the Regional and Field Support Branch Chief for FEMA HQ’s Floodplain Management (FPM) Division. The branch works closely with each of the 10 regional Floodplain Management and Insurance Branches, as well as FEMA’s disaster workforce, to provide technical assistance, guidance and support with FPM program implementation. Since joining FEMA four years ago, Ms. Sheldon has led HQ SD initiatives to improve enforcement of SD provisions of local FPM regulations.
	Ms. Sheldon has over 20 years of experience supporting mitigation programs at the local, state, and federal levels. Ms. Sheldon is a subject matter expert in resilience and hazard mitigation including floodplain management; flood provisions of building codes; mitigation project development; mitigation grant reviews; and hazard-resistant design, construction and retrofits of buildings. She also has experience in hazard identification and risk assessment, training program development, guidance and policy docu
	Laura Horner is originally from Beresford, SD, and is a graduate of South Dakota State University. She began her career with the North Dakota State Water Commission and Office of the State Engineer in 2012 as the State National Flood Insurance Program Assistant. In 2014, Laura took over the role of the State Mapping Coordinator, overseeing all FEMA Risk MAP activities in the state of North Dakota. Laura was instrumental in the coordination and development of the beneficial flood risk data tool, North Dakota
	Troy Christensen is the Regional Tribal Liaison for FEMA Region 5. He works closely with 34 Tribal Nations across the Great Lakes region to support FEMA program delivery to Tribal governments and Tribal emergency management programs. Prior to serving in his current role, Troy held the position of External Affairs Advisor on the region’s Incident Management Assistance Team and has supported response and recovery efforts during 23 major disaster declarations across the country.
	After working as a mitigation specialist for a recipient entity of FEMA Hazard Mitigation grants for three years, Christy King went on to work for FEMA as a closeout specialist. For the past four years, she has been the point of contact for New Mexico and tribes of New Mexico for hazard mitigation grants. Recently, she accepted the newly created tribal specialist position in which she will be the hazard mitigation grant point of contact for all tribes in New Mexico, Oklahoma, Louisiana, and Texas. She will 
	Monte Fronk has served in Tribal Public Safety for 32 years in Tribal Emergency Management and a Tribal Firefighter/EMT. In his Tribal Public Safety career he has been mentored and built relationships with the brother and sisterhood of public safety. Monte has gained life safety skills and servant leadership through courses instructed by MN Homeland Security and Emergency Management, MN State Fire Marshals Office, FEMA EMI, National Fire Academy and FEMA CDP.
	Charla Marchuk is the Chief for the Training Branch located within the Insurance Mitigation Readiness Division (IMRD) of the Mitigation Directorate. She oversees a team of exceptional employees whose primary focus includes bringing opportunities in education, training, and career development to the Hazard Mitigation Disaster Workforce. Before her move to IMRD, Charla was National Training Coordinator within the Floodplain Management Division of the Mitigation Directorate. Prior to her move to FEMA HQ in 201
	She has experience both as a voluntary floodplain administrator for her local community and has been recognized for her federal work and post-disaster contributions to DR4277 as a Floodplain Specialist while embedded in the community of Denham Springs, Louisiana.
	Charla has been a Certified Floodplain Manager CFM from 2010 until 2021 and has served as a member of the Association of State Floodplain Managers (ASFPM) Certification Board of Regents (CBOR). She received her undergraduate degree in Emergency Management in 2009 and her master’s degree in Public Administration in 2017 both from the University of North Texas. She is currently pursuing a doctorate degree in emergency management at Jacksonville State University in Aniston, Alabama.
	Karl Fippinger, CEM, PMP is Vice President, Government Relations — Fire and Disaster Mitigation for the International Code Council. He brings more than 25 years of public and private sector experience in federal, state, and local disaster preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation. Karl is also a 30-year veteran of the fire and emergency services having served as an Assistant Fire Chief in Prince William County, VA, as well as an adjunct fire and rescue instructor Fairfax County, VA.
	Steve Ferryman joined the Ohio Emergency Management Agency (EMA) in December 2008 and serves as the Mitigation Branch Chief for Ohio. The Mitigation Branch administers FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Assistance programs for the state. The Mitigation Branch is also responsible for maintaining the State of Ohio Hazard Mitigation Plan.
	Prior to joining the Ohio EMA, Mr. Ferryman worked at the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Water, Floodplain Management Program for nine years. Major responsibilities included assisting communities in maintaining National Flood Insurance Program compliance and providing technical assistance and information about floodplain management to Ohio communities. Mr. Ferryman helped develop and implement the Floodplain Management Program’s first grant to Ohio communities, which provided funding and 
	Mr. Ferryman graduated from The Ohio State University in 2000 with a Bachelor of Science in Sustainable Resource Management with an emphasis in Water Resources. He is a Certified Floodplain Manager and member of the Association of State Floodplain Managers.
	Mike Moriarty serves as Mitigation Division Director leading a team creating more resilient communities by reducing future losses to homes, businesses, public buildings and critical facilities from floods, earthquakes, tornadoes, and other natural disasters in New York, New Jersey, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. The team’s portfolio includes identification, analysis and mapping of risks, support to state and local floodplain management, coordination of the NFIP, environmental planning and histori
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	Curtis Brown currently serves as the State Coordinator (Director) of Emergency Management at the Virginia Department of Emergency Management (VDEM).
	Throughout his career, Curtis has been a leader for promoting diversity and implementing inclusive and equitable emergency management policies.
	Rhonda Montgomery is the Deputy Flood Insurance Advocate at FIMA. Previously, Ms. Montgomery served as the Deputy Associate Director for Flood Preparedness at the Executive Office of the President’s Council on Environmental Quality, as the Executive Officer for the FIMA, and as a member of the Floodplain Management Branch. Ms. Montgomery has held her Certified Floodplain Manager designation since 2000 and received her MPA from the University of Kansas.
	Garrett Altmann serves as the geographic information systems (GIS) coordinator and Project Manager for the Santa Clara Pueblo, a Native American tribe in northern New Mexico. Applying expertise in GIS, remote sensing, data visualization, and interpersonal communication, Altmann currently manages an award-winning strategy for a three million dollar funded FEMA project, in conjunction with several similar projects focused on flood mitigation and watershed restoration for 30,000+ acre watershed. Altmann strive
	Sharon Weston Broome is the first female Mayor-President of the City of Baton Rouge and East Baton Rouge Parish. She is a firm believer in achieving progress through inclusion, innovation, and information. She previously served as a Baton Rouge Metro City Council Member, a Louisiana State Representative, and a Louisiana State Senator.
	Jo Linda Johnson is the Director of the Office of Equal Rights in FEMA. She is considered an expert on civil rights laws, the federal sector EEO process, issues of affirmative employment and affirmative action, diversity and inclusion, communication and problem solving.
	Paul Huang is currently serving in the role of Acting Associate Administrator of Resilience at FEMA. In his prior position as the Assistant Administrator for the Federal Insurance Directorate (FID), Mr. Huang supported the NFIP within FIMA.
	Justin Knighten is a public affairs and communications strategist, storyteller, and advocate who works to advance social justice, inclusion, and human rights. With a career based on cross sector experience and having served as a Mayoral, Gubernatorial, and currently as a Presidential appointee, Justin is driven by complex challenges, leading teams, and rethinking what’s possible to achieve results. 
	Justin is an appointee in the Biden-Harris Administration, and serves at the DHS, FEMA Director of the Office of External Affairs, Justin directs several teams designed to engage external partners and carry the narrative of the agency, some of which include communications, public affairs, intergovernmental affairs, and congressional affairs. 
	Previously, Justin held several positions across the Governor Gavin Newsom Administration, including Director of Strategic Communications and External Affairs at California Volunteers, Office of the Governor, and Assistant Deputy Director at the California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES). Most notably, Justin served as Co-Chair of Gov. Newsom’s $50 Million Listos California campaign, a groundbreaking effort to boost disaster resilience among the state’s most hard to reach and socially vuln
	Prior to joining the Newsom Administration, Justin served as senior vice president of a boutique public affairs firm and as global public affairs and media director of the Harvey Milk Foundation.
	Laure Schoeman is the National Director of Resilience and Disaster Recovery for Enterprise Community Partners, Inc. She oversees Enterprise’s efforts to preserve and protect affordable housing across the nation from the risks and impacts of natural hazards and a changing climate. She currently advises a range of agencies/organizations on housing resilience, adaptation and mitigation.
	Jake White leads the National Association for Latino Community Asset Builders (NALCAB) Equitable Neighborhood Development team and its programmatic work with member and associate organizations.
	Robbie Coates is the Director of Grant Programs at the Virginia Department of Emergency Management. He has been with VDEM for 13 years, and is a Certified Floodplain Manager (CFM). He oversees all grant programs including preparedness, hazard mitigation, and recovery. He is a graduate of the University of Maryland, with a B.S. in Physical Sciences with a concentration in Meteorology.
	John Garvin is a United States Air Force Veteran who began his career with FEMA in 2018. He works as a Floodplain Management and Insurance Specialist with Region 6 and is heavily vested in revolutionizing the Substantial Damage mission at both the regional and national levels. John currently sits on both the Substantial Damage and Data Analytics national subcommittees.
	John is a Doctoral Candidate in Public Administration at California Baptist University, with Master’s in Emergency Management and Homeland Security from Arizona State University, and a Bachelors in Emergency and Disaster Management from American Military University.
	Trey Rozelle came into the emergency management trade with Hurricane Katrina as a community planner, then a specialist in Hazard Mitigation Assistance, and today works with FEMA R6 in Floodplain Management and Insurance. His work centers with resilience and modernizing processes to aid recovery, with the goal of breaking the repeat-flooding cycle. Trey earned his B.S. in Emergency Administration and Planning at the University of North Texas (2005).
	Jeremy Hughes has worked in emergency management since 2001. Since this time he had served on over 20 federal incidents nationwide including Hurricane Harvey, Hurricane Ike, Columbia Shuttle Disaster, and many large wildfires across the U.S. He began his career with FEMA in 2016 as a Risk Analyst with a concentration on Geographic Information System (GIS). Currently, he serves as a Team Lead for the Floodplain Management and Insurance Branch with a focus on data analytics. He holds a Post-Baccalaureate Cert
	Gavin Smith is a professor in the Department of Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning at North Carolina State University. His research focuses on hazard mitigation, disaster recovery, and climate change adaptation and the integration of research and practice through deep community engagement.  Educational efforts include the development of a graduate certificate in disaster resilient policy, engineering, and design and helping to coordinate a university-wide effort focused on disaster resilience
	Alejandro Contreras is the Director of Preparedness, Communication and Coordination for the U.S. Small Business Administration’s (SBA) Office of Disaster Assistance. In his current role, Alejandro coordinates the SBA’s efforts to promote disaster preparedness, recovery and mitigation.
	 

	Alejandro is also responsible for strengthening the SBA’s role in disaster recovery by building interagency coordination and leveraging private-public partnerships. Alejandro joined the SBA in 2005, and has worked in various roles responding to many of the country’s most devastating and costly disasters.
	Alejandro earned a bachelor’s degree in government from California State University of Sacramento and has a master’s degree in strategic public relations from George Washington University.
	Bradley Dean, CFM, CE is a Communications and Partnerships Specialist with FEMA’s Risk Management Directorate, where he leads the development of the RMD Partnerships Strategy and the Resilient Nation Partnership Network.
	Nickea Bradley is the Deputy Director of the Office of Emergency Management for the City of Houston. In her tenure with the City has lead the Emergency Operations Center for George Floyd, Hurricane Laura, Tropical Storm Beta, and recent Winter Storm. Prior to assuming her current role, Ms. Bradley worked both at DC Homeland Security and Emergency Management and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), in numerous emergency response roles. She has also supported responses for Hurricanes (Joaquin, Jona
	At the National League of Cities, Anna Marandi oversees the Leadership in Community Resilience program, a cohort of eight U.S. cities advancing their climate preparedness efforts. Anna is also an expert resource in climate-induced migration, regional climate collaboration, and the intersection of climate and equity. She is currently researching ways in which local communities and governments can inform federal policies to address climate migration and relocation challenges. Prior to joining NLC, Anna suppor
	Annette Burris has been at the Office of Flood Insurance Advocate at FEMA Headquarters in Washington, DC, since January 2020. Prior to that, Annette was the Executive Officer of FIMA at FEMA, assisting FIMA leadership in its overall administration of the NFIP. She began her career in the NFIP at Illinois Department of Natural Resources with the Illinois Map Modernization program handling regulatory review. While at IDNR she moved into Floodplain Management in the NFIP State Coordinators Office. She later be
	Annette holds a Master of Public Health in Environmental Health & Disaster Management from Tulane University’s School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine. While at Tulane, she served abroad in South America evaluating the impacts of flooding in underdeveloped countries. She holds a Master’s Degree in Legal Studies from the University of Illinois and obtained her Bachelors of Science from Western Illinois University. 
	Camille Crain is the BRIC Section Chief at FEMA Headquarters. In this role it is her responsibility to design and administer FEMA Hazard Mitigation Assistance’s newest grant program, BRIC.
	Camille came to FEMA HQ from FEMA RegionVI where she served as the Hazard Mitigation Assistance Branch Chief in the Mitigation Division. It was her responsibility to manage FEMA’s three HMA grant programs and the HMA staff for the five states and 68 tribes located in Region VI. She administered in excess of $3 billion of mitigation funding.
	Camille formerly worked for FEMA Region IV where she served as a Senior HMA Program Manager, serving as the Team Lead and Supervisor for the States of Alabama, Georgia, and Mississippi. She was also responsible for HMA training needs in the Region, Mitigation Planning coordination with HMA, and Standard Operating Procedures development for the HMA Branch. Camille also served as the FEMA Region IV representative on the Federal Interagency Community Resiliency Workgroup.
	Camille was the State Hazard Mitigation Officer for the Commonwealth of Kentucky, where she managed the Commonwealth’s hazard mitigation grant program and planning office and led the effort for the approval of the Kentucky State Enhanced Hazard Mitigation Plan. Camille started her emergency management career at the University of Kentucky, where she was the Commonwealth’s Grants Manager for its Hazard Mitigation Grant Program. 
	She brings over 20 years’ experience with FEMA’s HMA grant programs at the university, state, and federal levels.
	Camille holds a Bachelor of Arts in History and a Masters of Public Administration from the University of Kentucky and is a proud member of Big Blue Nation.  She loves to travel and all the planning that goes into trips.
	Cherylyn Kelley is a Senior Energy Policy Analyst for the Department of Natural Resources’ Division of Energy. She was the project manager for the development of the Partnering with Missouri Communities: Roadmap to Resilience project. Cherylyn supports the Department’s Legislative Director by acting as a legislative liaison for the Division of Energy.  She is an educator for real estate professionals on the subject of energy efficiency and provides support for Region VII Emergency Support Function 12.
	 
	Cherylyn received her bachelor’s degree from the University of Missouri in 2015 and is currently pursuing an MBA at William Woods University.
	Brian Willsey is a hazard mitigation specialist in the grants implementation branch, mitigation directorate, and joined FEMA in 2006. His work at FEMA involves administering the hazard mitigation assistance grant programs: Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, Pre-Disaster Mitigation, and Flood Mitigation Assistance. Prior to joining FEMA, Willsey worked for approximately 20 years as an environmental planner with the Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission and the Department of Environmental Prote
	Rachel Sears joined the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in 2004 and currently serves as the Director for the Floodplain Management Division. In this capacity, Ms. Sears provides leadership in the implementation of the floodplain management requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and oversees FEMA’s work as the lead agency under the Unified National Program for Floodplain Management and as the consultation agency under Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management. 
	In her previous capacity as the Senior Policy Advisor for the Federal Insurance and Mitigation Administration, Rachel played a lead role in advancing FEMA’s work in national climate adaptation and resilience policy, supporting the development and implementation of the Federal Flood Risk Management Standard (EO13690), Presidential Policy Directive 8 — National Preparedness, the President’s Climate Action Plan, the Hurricane Sandy Rebuilding Strategy, and the Principles and Guidelines to Water Resource Manage
	She has worked multiple disasters in the national operations center and has been deployed to disaster field assignments in Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Iowa. 
	Ms. Sears has a B.S. in Environmental Sciences from Shepherd University and a Masters of Public Policy from George Mason University.
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	Vincent Maykovich is currently serving in the role of Acting Region X Administrator. Prior to this role, Maykovich was appointed Deputy Regional Administrator of FEMA Region X in January 2020 after serving as the Region’s Acting Deputy Regional Administrator since March 2019. As Deputy Regional Administrator, he oversaw operations and policy implementation in support of the Region’s tribal nations and the states of Alaska, Idaho, Oregon and Washington. Those efforts included administering FEMA Region 10’s N
	Prior to joining FEMA, Maykovich completed 23 years of active duty service in the United States Army.  During his time on active duty, he served in numerous command and leadership assignments throughout the United States and overseas, including operations Desert Storm, Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom.
	Art von Lehe is FEMA Resilience’s Senior Climate Adaptation Advisor (Acting) and Resilience Branch Chief in the Office of Environmental Planning and Historic Preservation. Art has worked on policy, strategy, preparedness, mitigation, and recovery matters at FEMA. Before FEMA, Art used his background in environmental science, policy, and law to support local government sustainability and adaptation efforts.
	Tucker Mahoney, an advisor in FIMA’s Mitigation Directorate, focuses on issues of climate change and coastal resilience in order to reduce disaster suffering through hazard mitigation. Tucker, a coastal engineer by training, is especially passionate about our nation’s coastal communities and their resilience. She is the President of the FEMA Women’s Forum; serves on the Dean’s Council of the Thayer School of Engineering at Dartmouth College; and is a member of the of the Technical Advisory Committee for the
	When not at work, you will find Tucker hiking in the mountains with her husband, Dan, and their nine-year-old triplets, volunteering at their church or school, or practicing yoga.
	Edward Laatsch is Director of the Planning, Safety and Building Science Division which leads FEMA’s responsibilities under several program such as the National Earthquake Hazards Reduction Program (NEHRP); the National Wind Hazard Impact Reduction Program (NWHIRP); and other natural hazard mitigation activities in support of disaster-resistant building codes and standards, technical services, and post-disaster forensic engineering activities.
	Abby Hall is a Senior Advisor on Local and Regional Planning for U.S. EPA’s Office of Community Revitalization and is based in Portland, Oregon. Abby manages the Greening America’s Communities program. Abby also works on issues of disaster resilience and manages a partnership between EPA and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to support better disaster recovery and climate adaptation.
	Michael Gerrard is a professor and director of the Sabin Center for Climate Change Law at Columbia Law School. He formerly chaired the faculty of Columbia’s Earth Institute, and the environmental section of the American Bar Association. He has written or edited 13 books on environmental law.
	Eric Letvin serves as the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for Mitigation. Mr. Letvin directs FEMA’s pre- and post-disaster mitigation programs that support sustainable, disaster-resilient communities, to avoid or reduce the loss of life, property, and financial impacts of natural hazards. These programs include the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, the Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Program, the Flood Mitigation Assistance grants, the Floodplain Management component of the
	Kristin Fontenot is the Director for the Office of Environmental Planning and Historic Preservation at FEMA. As the Director of OEHP, Ms. Fontenot leads the headquarters team responsible for engaging and coordinating across FEMA’s programs and facilities to ensure that environmental and cultural resources are considered during program delivery and project design. The environmental planning and historic preservation (EHP) aspects of FEMA’s programs are derived from 40+ laws, regulations, and executive orders
	Claudia Nierenberg is the Division Chief, Climate and Societal Interactions (CSI), in NOAA’s Climate Program Office. Claudia has worked for the past twenty-five years in global change research design and implementation, focusing on collaborative networks and coordination across policy and adaptation.
	Velma Smith is the Senior Officer of Government Relations at The Pew Charitable Trusts. She has worked on a range of environmental programs, most recently the Trusts’ flood prepared communities initiative.
	William A. (Skip) Stiles, Jr. is executive director of Wetlands Watch, a statewide nonprofit environmental group based in Norfolk, VA. Prior to assuming his current position in 2006, since 1998, Mr. Stiles was an independent consultant, providing editorial and public policy services to clients such as:  The While House Office of Science Policy, the Rockefeller Foundation, the Pew Charitable Trusts, RAND Corporation, and the National Academy of Sciences.
	Ben Prince is a Program Analyst in the Disaster Implementation Branch at FEMA HQ. Before joining HQ, he worked in the Hazard Mitigation Assistance branch in Region 5 as a Hazard Mitigation Officer/Environmental Preservation Specialist. Previous to FEMA, Ben worked in the private sector, specializing in Green Infrastructure design and implementation — specifically green roofs. He graduated from the University of Maryland, College Park with both a Bachelor’s and Master’s in Ecological Technology Design.
	 
	Dr. Matthew Konfirst is a Physical Scientist in the State and Watershed Partnerships Section at the Region 3 office in Philadelphia, where he focuses on climate adaptation, green infrastructure and disaster mitigation issues. He received his PhD in Geology and Environmental Geosciences from Northern Illinois University before working as a postdoctoral researcher at the Byrd Polar Research Center at Ohio State University and then as a AAAS Science & Technology Policy Fellow at the National Science Foundation
	Jamie Carter is a physical scientist with NOAA’s Office for Coastal Management. He is the Office’s geospatial coordinator for the Northeast Region and performs a variety of technical duties, including GIS, remote sensing, and geodetic survey work. He has worked for NOAA for seventeen years producing high resolution land cover and lidar data, developing decision support tools, and working with coastal communities in New England to address ecosystem health and community resilience. 
	Jamie is currently on detail to FEMA’s BRIC program where he works closely with the Technical Assistance and Technical Support team. Jamie is a certified GIS Professional and has a Master’s degree in physical geography from Oregon State University.
	Erika Feller is Director of Marine and Coastal Conservation for the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation where she oversees a portfolio of conservation funding programs related to coastal resilience and marine fisheries, wildlife, and habitat protection.  Prior to this she served as Director of North American Fisheries for The Nature Conservancy, focusing on promoting fisheries co-management and improving fishery science and data to support management, and as Deputy Associate Director for Ecosystems at the
	Kaity Goldsmith is the Manager of Marine Conservation at the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation where she oversees the National Coastal Resilience Fund and Fishing for Energy programs. Kaity formerly worked at the Mid-Atlantic Regional Council on the Ocean (MARCO) tackling a variety of important ocean health issues in ways that accounted for the interests and needs of five states in America. Kaity has a Bachelors of Science in Business Administration from Bryant University in Rhode Island and a Masters o
	Stacey Proctor is a Project Manager for the Boulder County Transportation Department. For the last five years she has been working to make the transportation system in Boulder County more resilient through flood recovery stream restoration projects adjacent to road reconstruction projects. Most recently, she was the project manager for the department’s Floodplain Management and Transportation System Resiliency Study and Action Plan.
	Steve Hoover is a Project Manager for Atkins. Steve manages transportation planning and unique multidisciplinary projects in Colorado and across the country. He is experienced in incorporating resiliency into planning efforts. For example, he was the consultant project manager for FHWA’s “Administrators Award” winning Alaska Federal Lands Long-Range Transportation Plan, which emphasized climate change adaptation. Most recently, he was the consultant project manager for the Boulder County Floodplain Manageme
	Stephen Bourne, PE is Project Director and Atkins Fellow at Atkins in North America. His extensive experience is in climate science, engineering and software development, with an educational background in civil engineering. Stephen turns new engineering research into user-friendly tools for shared-vision planning among stakeholders. He is lead developer of Atkins’ City Simulator tool, a cutting edge resilience modeling tool that communities are using across the country to explore their resiliency options.
	Cadijah Walcott is a 2021 Knauss Fellow working as a Coastal Hazards and Mitigation Specialist with FEMA’s Community Infrastructure Branch and Coastal States Organization. Prior to joining the fellowship, Ms. Walcott worked as an Engineer (Hydraulics/Water Resources Track) for Maryland’s Department of Transportation in the State Highway Administration. Ms. Walcott holds a B.A. in Environmental Studies and certificates in Global Studies and GIS (2015), an A.S. in Engineering (2018) and an M.S. in Civil and E
	Jennifer Kline is a Coastal Hazards Specialist for the Georgia Department of Natural Resources Coastal Resources Division where she has worked for the last 20 years. Ms. Kline graduated from Valdosta State University with degrees in Environmental Geography and Geology. She is a Specialist for the Georgia Coastal Management Program, which represents 11 coastal counties. 
	Ms. Kline works closely with local governments in relaying information from federal and other state agencies regarding coastal hazards planning.
	Alan Sloan serves as the Supervisor for the Mitigation Planning Section, which coordinates Georgia’s local and state Hazard Mitigation Planning activities, including maintaining and updating the Georgia State Hazard Mitigation Strategy. Alan has been with GEMA/HS since 2004, serving as a Mitigation Planning Specialist for Southwest Ga until 2016 and has served as Mitigation Planning Supervisor since 2016.
	Marybeth Groff, CFM is the State Hazard Mitigation & Climate Adaptation Coordinator at the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA). Ms. Groff is responsible for the implementation and maintenance of the State Hazard Mitigation & Climate Adaptation Plan which she co-leads the Resilience Massachusetts Action Team (RMAT). Ms. Groff co-leads the Massachusetts chapter of the U.S. Army Corps Silver Jackets team and plays a lead role in numerous state mitigation initiatives, working with a variety of stak
	Julia Knisel leads the StormSmart Coasts program for the Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management to help communities proactively address coastal erosion and flooding while enhancing beach systems. She serves on the Massachusetts Emergency Support Function Team to inform response and recovery from coastal storm events. Julia also supports state hazard mitigation and climate adaptation planning and implementation. Julia collaborates with state, federal, and non-profit partners across New England throu
	Kelsey Ducklow is a climate change analyst at the California Coastal Commission. She is a co-author of the Commission’s Sea Level Rise Policy Guidance and works primarily on sea level rise adaptation planning. This includes continuing efforts to integrate sea level rise planning with Coastal Commission policies and processes and helping to coordinate the Commission’s Local Assistance Grant Program which provides funding and technical support for local governments undertaking adaptation planning work.
	Reid Sherman leads the climate adaptation and resilience portfolio at USGCRP, which involves the coordination of the Federal Adaptation and Resilience Group, supporting development of the National Climate Assessment, and making connections across agencies in order to advance research into climate adaptation and inform programs aimed at improving resilience to climate impacts. Prior to joining USGCRP, Reid was an AAAS Science and Technology Policy Fellow in the NASA Earth Science Division. He holds a PhD in 
	Christopher Clavin is a Research Environmental Engineer in the National Institute of Standards and Technology’s (NIST) Community Resilience Program. At NIST, Chris’ research supports the development and deployment of methods and processes that aid community-scale resilience planning and decision making. In this role, Chris leads the Community Resilience Program’s research to advance and deploy NIST’s Community Resilience Planning Guide. This project and research involves developing methods for and engaging 
	Juliette Finzi Hart is the Program Manager for the Integrated Climate Adaptation and Resilience Program. Prior to joining OPR, Juliette was an Oceanographer and Director of Outreach at the USGS Pacific Coastal and Marine Science Center. Earlier in her career, Juliette was a Research Assistant Professor in the Marine Environmental Biology program at the University of Southern California, where she also served as the Marine and Climate Science Specialist at USC Sea Grant. Juliette has a Ph.D. in Ocean Science
	Justine Kates has served as the Director of Emergency Management for the City of Nashua, NH since July 2011 after coming from his role as a Homeland Security Consultant for the Delaware Emergency Management Agency. In his role, Justin coordinates city-wide emergency response efforts by working with federal, state, and other areas of municipal government in obtaining the necessary resources to recover after a disaster. During his time in Nashua, Justin was responsible for coordinating the response and recove
	Shubha Shrivastava, CFM works at FEMA Headquarters in the National Mitigation Planning Program, currently leading the local planning policy update and capability building initiatives. Before joining FEMA, Shubha worked in the private sector conducting mitigation, recovery and resilience planning efforts for state and local governments, and supporting FEMA’s guidance development, plan reviews, training, grants and floodplain management work under various contracts since 2002. Shubha holds a Master of Urban P
	Molly Lucia Kaput is currently working as the Senior Natural Hazards Specialist in the Floodplain Management and Insurance Branch in the Mitigation Division at FEMA Region I. Since 2012, Molly has been working with communities to ensure compliance with the National Flood Insurance Program. Prior to joining the Region I team in September 2017, she worked for five years in FEMA Region III in Philadelphia supporting mid-Atlantic states. She has completed multiple deployments in support of disaster recovery eff
	Ryan Buras is the Deputy Director of Recovery, which includes directing disaster recovery operations and managing hazard mitigation and debris operations. Prior to this, Buras worked at the Federal Emergency Management Agency, where he served in several positions since 2005, including senior advisor in the Office of Recovery Public Assistance and acting executive officer of the Office of Response and Recovery.
	Chief Daniel Berlant has worked for CAL FIRE for over two decades and was promoted to his current position in 2016, where he oversees the Wildfire Planning & Engineering Division, as well as the Fire Engineering & Investigations Division. His position in the Office of the State Fire Marshal is responsible for the policy and program leadership for California Fire Plan, Defensible Space, Fire Prevention Grants, Land Use Planning, Fire Engineering (both structural and wildland), Investigations, Arson & Bomb, F
	Chief Berlant began his career with CAL FIRE in 2001 as a volunteer and was hired in 2002 in the fire prevention bureau of the Nevada-Yuba-Placer Unit. In 2005, he began working in the CAL FIRE Communications Office as a Student Assistant and accepted a permanent Fire Prevention Specialist I position in 2006. In 2008, he promoted to Department Information Officer and was tasked with serving as CAL FIRE’s main spokesperson. In 2014, he promoted to the Chief of Public Information, overseeing the Sacramento an
	Kelley St. John is a Resiliency Grants Manager for the City of Buffalo, who works to secure unique funding streams that support the City’s sustainability and resilience initiatives. 
	Ms. St. John primarily works between the Office of the Mayor and Buffalo Fire Department on resilience projects, and is responsible for coordinating the City’s Climate Smart Community Task Force — a collaborative climate action stakeholder group that assists to guide the City’s participation and implementation of state-sponsored climate and energy programs. Prior to this role, Kelley was a research assistant with the Resilient Buildings Lab working to prepare vulnerability assessment tools for the City of C
	Kayed Lakhia is the Deputy Director for Hazard Mitigation Assistance in FEMA’s Federal Insurance and Mitigation Administration (FIMA). As a Resiliency leader for FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Assistance program, Mr. Lakhia manages a portfolio of about $10B in hazard mitigation grants, including FEMA’s Pre-Disaster Grant Program (PDM); the Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) program; the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP); Post-Fire HMGP; and the newest grant program, Building Resilient Infrastructure and Commu
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	Shilpa Mulik works for the Floodplain Management Division (FPMD) at FEMA HQ and her has over 20 years of NFIP experience including both private sector and the federal govt. Her duties include: serving as a Regional Liaison for Regions 3, 6, and 7 to provide technical assistance on various engineering and compliance issues, and the review and approval of potential Letter of Map change (LOMC) violations within all 10 Regions. 
	Shilpa moved to FEMA HQ over four years ago from the FEMA office in Region IX, where she initially started in the Floodplain Management Division and later moved to the Risk Analysis Division serving as a Regional Engineer. Shilpa has been supporting the Risk Rating (RR 2.0) team since its inception and full time for the past couple of years as a Floodplain Management SME and assisting with outreach and communication efforts for the FEMA Regions and State Partners.
	Ms. Sarah Owen currently works at FIMA Headquarters as an NFIP specialist and regional liaison who acts as a resource for regional regulatory support and national policy making. She worked for the last year as part of a team that created Policy #104-008-03 on Floodplain Management Requirements Agricultural and Accessory Structures. She also leads the Compliance Committee which aims to increase compliance with NFIP regulations on a national scale. 
	Ms. Owen was a Natural Hazards Program Specialist with FEMA Region IX for over 10 years prior to working at FIMA HQ. She has experience with the interpretation and enforcement of NFIP regulations in arid regions, coastal zones, riverine areas, highly urbanized and extremely rural areas, including conducting mapping outreach, providing technical assistance, assisting communities with correcting NFIP violations, and coordinating with states to change laws that conflict with NFIP regulations.
	Ms. Owen has conducted multiple classes on Elevation Certificates, Substantial Damage/Improvement, NFIP Basics, and Coastal Regulations throughout Region IX. She has conducted Basic and Advanced NFIP classes at the Emergency Management Institute, as well as Train-the-Trainer classes, and was part of the national effort to redesign the national basic floodplain management class (E273). 
	Ms. Owen has disaster experience on flood and hurricane disasters including Hurricanes Katrina and Sandy, and post-earthquake Preliminary Damage Assessments in Region IX.
	Prior to joining FEMA, Ms. Owen utilized her B.S. in geology working for environmental consulting companies to conduct groundwater, soil and soil vapor risk assessments, remediate sites contaminated by petroleum hydrocarbons, and characterize the effects of forest harvesting activities on streams. 
	Ms. Owen also served in the Peace Corps in Kazakhstan, teaching environmental studies to middle-school children.
	Adrienne Sheldon, PE, CFM is the Regional and Field Support Branch Chief for FEMA HQ’s Floodplain Management (FPM) Division. The branch works closely with each of the 10 regional Floodplain Management and Insurance Branches, as well as FEMA’s disaster workforce, to provide technical assistance, guidance and support with FPM program implementation. Since joining FEMA four years ago, Ms. Sheldon has led HQ SD initiatives to improve enforcement of SD provisions of local FPM regulations.
	Ms. Sheldon has over 20 years of experience supporting mitigation programs at the local, state and federal level. Ms. Sheldon is a Subject Matter Expert in resilience and hazard mitigation including floodplain management; flood provisions of building codes; mitigation project development; mitigation grant reviews; and hazard-resistant design, construction and retrofits of buildings. She also has experience in hazard identification and risk assessment, training program development, guidance and policy docume
	Shawn Servoss has worked in the Grants and Data Analytics branch of the Flood Insurance and Mitigation Administration of FEMA for 5 years. With FEMA Shawn has helped our partners use the Mitigation eGrants system and now FEMA GO. Most of his career previously was spent working in natural resources with the Bureau of Land Management. He enjoys meeting grants management system users from all over the United States and helping them participate in our grant programs.
	Mari Radford is the Community Planning Lead for the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Region III office. Mari and her team provide mitigation planning support to the 6 states and communities that make up Region 3; DC, DE, WV, MD, PA and VA as required under the Stafford Act. In addition to planning she provides plan reviews and technical assistance, conducts training, and disaster response. She is a member of the Virginia Silver Jackets team. Previously, she worked with the National Flood Insuran
	Breanna Meneghini is a Senior Hazard Mitigation Specialist with FEMA Region 10, representing Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington. She manages the Region’s hazard mitigation non-disaster team, implementing the Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities, Pre-Disaster Mitigation, and Flood Mitigation Assistance programs. Brenna has a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from the University of Washington and a Master of Arts in International Relations and Affairs from the University of Manchester.
	Eric Kenney is a Senior Project Manager with CDM Smith. For the last 10 years he has focused on supporting FEMA on a range of tasks, including the Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) grants program supporting HMA program improvement and technical and benefit cost analysis reviews of HMA grants. For the last five years has led the contractor support for the National Technical Review (NTR) of non-disaster grants supporting the review of over 1,700 applications for the Pre-Disaster Mitigation, Flood Mitigation 
	Manuel Perotin is a professional engineer with 20 years of experience in civil engineering, risk and vulnerability assessments, hazard mitigation, benefit-cost analysis, floodplain management, planning, disaster recovery, and project management. Under nationwide contracts with FEMA, he served on post-disaster damage, 
	mitigation assessment, and hazard mitigation assistance grant technical review teams, in addition to serving as an instructor teaching benefit-cost analysis and building science courses throughout the country. He has assisted state and local government agencies with preparing or updating emergency management plans, conducting training and exercises, tracking operations during an emergency, and aiding in coordinating reimbursement through the Federal Highway Administration Emergency Response (FHWA-ER) and FE
	Sam Capasso is the Branch Chief for Community Infrastructure Resilience with the U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in Washington, DC. He leads the agency’s efforts to ensure communities build back better after disasters and achieve FEMA’s vision of a prepared and resilient nation. His team bridges the gaps from stakeholder interests and staff input to policy and policy to practice.
	In his prior roles at FEMA Headquarters, Mr. Capasso has led the National Technical Review for the Pre-Disaster Mitigation and Flood Mitigation Assistance Programs, and developed the conceptual framework for what became the Building Resilient Infrastructure Communities Program. 
	Mr. Capasso has led the 
	 

	Building Science and Safety
	Team in FEMA Region II, where he managed the National Dam Safety Program and National Earthquake Hazard Reduction Program for the Region, promoted disaster-resilient building codes, and led the Region’s community resilience initiative. 
	In support of the recovery from Hurricane Sandy in New York, Mr. Capasso led the technical review team for the $1.44 billion in Hazard Mitigation Grant Program projects. Additionally, his workgroup developed $4.5 billion in climate-informed resiliency measures for Sandy-impacted facilities and was recognized with the 2015 Administrator’s Award for Creating Resilient Communities through Innovative Mitigation Solutions. 
	He is a subject matter expert in FEMA’s benefit-cost analysis methodologies and policy, and has driven the incorporation of sea level rise, ecosystem services, and drought impacts in project evaluation. 
	Mr. Capasso holds a J.D. with Certificates in Environmental and International Law, and LL.M. in Environmental Law with a concentration in Land Use Law and Sustainable Development from Pace University — Elisabeth Haub School of Law, where he is now teaches Disaster Law as an Adjunct Law Professor. He holds a B.A. in Economics and Philosophy from Alma College. 
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