
Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 Fire  Prevention and Safety 
(FP&S) Application Webinar 
Research  and  Development  (R&D) Activity| January  2021 



FY  2020 FP&S  Funding 

 Application  period opened Monday, January  25, 2021 at 8 a.m.  ET 

 Application  will  close on Friday, February  26, 2021 at 5 p.m.  ET 

 $35.5 million  available in funding  

 Approximately 100  awards 

 All  awards  will be  made  by  September 30, 2021 
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Notice of  Funding Opportunity  (NOFO) 

Please  read the  FY 2020 FP&S NOFO; it contains detailed information  on: 

 Program objectives  and priorities 

 Eligibility 

 Key dates 

 Review process and evaluation  criteria 

* Note that the NOFO is  incorporated into the terms and conditions  of the  award 
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Two Activities within FP&S 

FY 2020 FP&S  Program  grant awards  are  offered to support projects  in two activities: 

 Fire  Prevention and Safety  Activity: Fire Prevention  and Safety  Activity  projects  are  
designed to reach  high-risk target groups  and mitigate  the  incidence  of death  and 
injuries caused by  fire  and fire-related hazards 

 Firefighter Safety  Research  and Development  (R&D)  Activity: R&D  Activity projects  are  
aimed  at improving  firefighter safety,  health,  or wellness  through  research  and 
development that reduces  firefighter fatalities and injuries 
 Note that this  presentation will only cover the  R&D Activity 
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R&D  Activity  - Eligible Entities 

 National, state,  local,  federally-recognized tribal, and non-profit  organizations, s uch  as  
academic (e.g.,  universities),  public health,  occupational  health, and injury  prevention 
institutions 

 Both  public and private non-profit  organizations  are  eligible  to apply for funding  in the  
R&D Activity 

 Fire  departments are  not eligible to apply for funding  in the  R&D  Activity 
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R&D Activity  Categories 

 The R&D Activity  is  aimed at improving  firefighter safety,  health,  or wellness  through  
research  and  development that reduces  firefighter fatalities and injuries. The  six  
project categories eligible  for funding  under this  Activity  are: 
1. Clinical  Studies; 

2. Technology and Product  Development; 

3. Database  System Development; 

4. Dissemination  and  Implementation Research; 

5. Preliminary Studies; and 

6. Early Career  Investigator. 
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R&D Activity  Categories (continued) 

 Clinical Studies  – such as behavioral, social  science, and  cultural  research, as well  as  
physiological and medical  research  activities 

 Technology and Product  Development  – such  as  projects  that increase  understanding  of fire  
phenomena inside  and  outside structures, and  the development of products  to enhance  
firefighter safety and health  and effectiveness 

 Database  System Development  – such  as  the systematic collection  of information 
 Dissemination  and Implementation  Research  – such as ways  that  existing  programs, policies, 

or products  are  moved to nationwide  adoption  and  use 
 Preliminary Studies  – such  as  studies  that  propose  to  obtain a  sufficient  amount of  evidence to  

justify a future larger study 
 Early Career Investigator  – projects led by a principal  investigator  who  received  a  Ph.D. or  

equivalent  advanced level  research  degree within  five years of the  opening  date of the  
application  period  (limited to $75,000  federal  share per project  year)  
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R&D Activity:  Ineligible Projects and Items 

 Projects that focus primarily  on curriculum  development and delivery  of education  or 
training materials  

 A descriptive study about the  fire  service  or any  study without reduced  firefighter 
injury  or enhanced firefighter safety  aims  

 Projects with local  emphasis  and little or no indication  of application  to the  broader 
fire service  

 Projects that emphasize  funding  for service  delivery 

 Applications that include violations of intellectual  property 
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Fire  Service Partnerships 

 Seek partnerships with  the  fire  service: strong  partnerships with the fire  service  are  
essential  to the  likely relevance  and effectiveness  of the  project 

 Include  one or more local  or regional  fire  departments  and one or more  national  level  
fire-related organizations 

 Letters  of commitment to actively participate in the  project from the  fire  service  are  
encouraged and may  be  inserted in the  Appendix 
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*NEW* Two Applications 

 There are two applications  this year! 

 Applicants (identified by  the  Unique Entity  Identifier) may apply  for:  
 One  FP&S  Activity Application (if  eligible); and 

 One R&D Activity Application (if eligible) 

 Each application  may include up to three  projects 

 The  total  amount of funding  a recipient may  receive  under an FP&S Program  award is  
limited to a maximum  federal  share  of $1.5 million 
 $1.5  million  cap on both  your applications  (if you  submit  two)  

 Any  applicant  that submits  more  than one  application  per eligible  activity  may  have  
both  applications  deemed ineligible 
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One Application =  Up  to Three R&D Activity  projects 

 Each project will  be  evaluated separately   

 For example, one R&D  Activity  application  can have  three  (3)  R&D Projects: 
 Project  1: PI Smith, Clinical 

 Project 2: PI Johnson, Technology 

 Project 3: PI Baker, Early Career  Investigator 
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Period  of  Performance (POP) 

• R&D  Activity  POP can be  one year,  two years,  or three  3 years 

• If you add  line  items/costs  for all  three  years  in the  application, y ou are  requesting
year POP 

• The  POP start date  cannot be  changed (cannot be  pushed to a later date) 

• All grant-related purchases  and activities must be  incurred,  received,  and  complet
within the  POP 

• The  period of coverage and/or  service  delivery  on all contracts and agreements  m
not begin prior to or extend  beyond the  grant POP 
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Cost  Share Requirement 

 5%  cost share  required for all applicants 

 Make sure the cost share  is included when you are adding  costs to the  grant 
application 

 The  budget section of the  FEMA GO  application  will  calculate the  cost share  based on 
total  project costs 

 The  Cost Share  Calculator  is  available  online at:  
https://www.fema.gov/grants/preparedness/firefighters/safety-awards/documents 
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Procurement 

 Applicants must have  a written procurement  policy 
 All  procurement  activity  must be  conducted in accordance with the  Federal  

Procurement  Standards  at 2 C.F.R.  §§ 200.317  – 200.327 
 Applicants  must maintain  written standards  of conduct covering  conflicts  of interest of

employees  engaged in the  selection,  award, and administration  of contracts 
 Applicants must provide  full and open competition  unless  specific circumstances  

apply,  which can be  found at 2 CFR § 200.320(c);  please visit  
www.fema.gov/grants/procurement for additional  information  and resources  on 
Federal  procurement standards 

 Applicants must verify  that their contractors  are  not suspended or debarred 
 Except for grant writer services,  we  strongly  recommend that applicants  do not enter 

into any  contracts  prior to the  POP start date 
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Application Scoring 

 No computer pre-score  

 All  FP&S Program  applications  are  reviewed first by  a fire  service  panel  (relevance  
review) 

 The highest scoring  projects  (about 35% of all  submissions)  then move  to the science  
panel review 

 The  highest scoring  projects  then move  to FEMA’s  technical  review 

 After the  technical  review, FEMA’s  Award  Administration  Division then conducts  a final  
review 
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Fire  Service  Panel Evaluation Criteria 

 Responses  to the fire service criteria go into text boxes in the FEMA  GO  application  
 Purpose (25%) (5,000  characters  max) 

 Implementation  by Fire Service (25%) ( 5,000  characters  max) 

 Potential  Impact (15%) (3,000  characters  max) 

 Barriers (15%)  (3,000  characters max) 

 Partners  (20%) (4,000  characters  max) 

 No special formatting,  photos,  or graphs are  allowed in the  text boxes 

 Reviewers  will be  able  to see  the  narrative  and appendix attachments 
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Science Panel Evaluation Criteria 

 Respond to the  science  panel  evaluation  criteria using  the  Narrative  (20-page max)  
and Appendix (25-page max)  attachments  in FEMA GO 
 Project  Goals, Objectives, and Specific Aims (15%) 

 Literature Review (10%) 

 Project  Methods (20%) 

 Project Measurements  (20%) 

 Project Analysis  (20%) 

 Dissemination  and Implementation  (15%) 
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Narrative/Appendix Formatting 

 Each project must include  one Narrative  Statement (20-page  max) and one Appendix  
(25-page max)  document 

 The first page of the  Narrative Statement  must include  an abstract of approximately  
250 words  that addresses  purpose and aims, relevance,  methods, and anticipated 
outcomes 

 The  Narrative  Statement must follow th e  order of the  Science  Panel  Evaluation  Criteria 
 Tables and figures  may  be  included in either the Narrative  Statement  or the Appendix  

document 
 The appendix can include  photos,  figures, graphs, letters  of commitment,  bio 

sketches, etc.  
 See  the  FP&S Program  NOFO  for additional  formatting  requirements 
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Technical Assistance  Tools 

 Review  FY  2020  FP&S  Program  Technical Assistance Tools at  
https://www.fema.gov/grants/preparedness/firefighters/safety-awards/documents 
 NOFO 

 R&D Activity Frequently Asked Questions  (FAQs) 
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SAM.gov  (System for Award Ma nagement) 

 A DUNS (Data Universal  Number System) number is  required to register in SAM.gov 
 Please allow  plenty of time  before  the grant  application  submission deadline to obtain  a 

DUNS number  and then to  register  in SAM  

 It may be four  weeks  or longer  after  an applicant  submits  the  SAM registration  before the 
registration is active  in SAM 

 Registration  for both  SAM.gov and for a DUNS number is  free 

 Instructions  for obtaining  a DUNS number and step-by-step instructions for registering  
with SAM  can be  found on pages  12-14 in the FY  2020 FP&S  Program  NOFO 

 Each applicant  must have  its  own DUNS and SAM.gov registration;  sharing of DUNS 
numbers is not a llowed  in  FEMA  GO 
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SAM.gov (System  for Award  Management) continued 

 Applicants will  not be  able  to start or submit an application  in FEMA GO  without an 
active  SAM.gov registration  

 Applicants must maintain  an active  SAM registration  with current information  at all  
times  during  the  application period,  while  the  application  is  under consideration, and  if 
awarded 

 SAM.gov registration must be  renewed annually 

 Applications cannot  be  awarded without a valid and active  DUNS number and SAM.gov 
registration 
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Accessing the  FY  2020  FP&S  Program Application 

 The  online  FY 2020 FP&S Program  application  is  available  through FEMA G O  at 
https://go.fema.gov 

 Application  information  is  located at:   
 The Assistance  to Firefighters  Grant  Program  website 

(https://www.fema.gov/grants/preparedness/firefighters) 

 Grants.gov (https://www.grants.gov) 

 U.S. Fire Administration  (https://www.usfa.fema.gov) 
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How to Use  FEMA  GO 

 Reference  the  FEMA  GO Account  Creation  User Guide and the Start Up Guide at 
https://www.fema.gov/grants/guidance-tools/fema-go/assistance-firefighters-grants 

 STEP  1: 
 Each user  must  create a FEMA GO account/user  ID and password. You may not  share 

another individual’s  account. 

 Important: Each  organization  must  have the Authorized  Organization  Representative  (AOR)  
create  an  account. The AOR  must  be the same  as  the organization’s  electronic business  
point  of contact  (EBiz POC) from  the SAM registration  and must use  the  same e-mail  
address  to create their  FEMA GO account. 
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How to Use  FEMA  GO 

 STEP  2: 
 Log  into the  FEMA  GO account  and land on the  home  page. 

 If  you are the AOR, FEMA GO will automatically add your  organization from  SAM.gov  (if you  
used the  same email as in SAM.gov). 

 If  you are not  the AOR, please reach out to the  eBIZ POC and ask them  to add you to  the  
organization in FEMA  GO. 
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STEP 3: 

 If  you are the AOR, click  on  the 
organizations  tab  at the top, then click  
“manage  my team”  from the left menu. 

 Here you can  add a new team member or 
manage  team members. 
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STEP 4: 

 If  you  are the  AOR, you can assign  a team  
member a  role. 

 A  person can have multiple roles in  a 
single organization. 

 If a person belongs  to  multiple 
organizations, they can  be  assigned  
different  roles within  those organizations. 
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FEMA GO – User Roles 

 Primary  Authorized Organization Representative  (AOR)  – the FEMA GO  system  
automatically  assigns this role to the  person listed as  the  “Electronic  Business Point  of 
Contact”  (eBiz POC) in an organization’s SAM record. Can manage  team members  
including  adding, e diting,  or deleting. C an perform all  system  functions  in FEMA  GO  
including  signing  and submitting  applications. 

 Any  other AOR can also sign and submit the  application. 

 All  other roles  must coordinate  with the  Primary  AOR or another AOR to ensure  that the  
application  is  signed and submitted. 
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STEP 5: 

 Once  you have a role, you can  “apply  for a 
new grant”  from the home  page  or view 
any grants previously started. 

 You  can  also click on your name  at the  
upper right  corner  to view/update your  
profile (this is where  you can see your  
permissions). 
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STEP 6: 

 Select  “Start  application”  from the FEMA  
GO homepage. 

 Select  the organization  name  on the next  
screen and click  “start  your  application.” 

 Remember that you  can  only start  two 
applications  (one under  the FP&S Activity 
and one  under  the  R&D Activity) 
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STEP 7: 

 The application will  be assigned  an 
application  ID number. 

 Complete  the application  from top to 
bottom. Your  answers  to the questions  at  
the  top will  change the questions  
presented later in the  application. 
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STEP 8: 

 Note that the  “Applicant  Name”  field  
should be the  name  of the  organization. 

 Choose either  the FP&S Activity or  the R&D 
Activity. If you would like to  apply for both, 
submit  two separate  applications. 
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STEP 9: 

 The “Operating  Budget” section asks  if  
your organization has an  annual  budget, 
specifically for  firefighter health  and safety 
research  and development. If not, please 
enter zero costs. 

 The financial need  question is  required to 
be  answered, although it is  not scored. 
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STEP 10: 

 The “Grant Request  Details” section  is  
where you can “Add  Activity.”  

 The R&D Activities  are: 
 Research and Development  

 Grant Writer Fee 
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STEP 11: 

 Once  you  add an “Activity”  you  can add up  
to three projects  under  that Activity. 

 If  you click  to add a  project, you will  see  
that the only available  item  is  “Other  
(Explain).” 

 You  will have to specify the  name for each  
project  you add. 
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STEP 12: 

 Complete all the required questions  for the  
project  that  you added. 

 Give the  project a unique  name  under  
“Project Name.” 

 Click  the “Add  item”  button  at  the top  of  
the project  to begin adding  costs  to the  
project. 
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STEP 13: 

 Upload  the Narrative  and  Appendix 
attachments. 

 Complete the “Fire  service  panel  
evaluation criteria.”  

 The text  box will alert  you when you  exceed  
the character  limit. 
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STEP 14: 

 Must  add  at least one item of  cost to each  
project. 

 Make sure  to include the cost  share. 
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STEP 15: 

 Check  the “Grant  Request  Summary”  for  
an  overview of each project  you created. 

 Select  “Yes”  in  response  to the EHP  
question, unless your  project involves  
installation  of any kind or  breaking  ground 
or  walls (then select “No”). 

 Check the  “Budget  Summary”  for a 
breakdown of  costs per  year. 
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STEP 16: 

 The bottom  of the “Budget  Summary”  will  
provide the federal and  non-federal  
resources, based on a total of  all the  items  
of cost  for that application. 

 You  must  complete  the “Non-federal  
resources”  section to  show how you plan  
to contribute  the cost-share. 
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STEP 17: 

 At  the bottom  of  the “Budget  Summary”  
you will see  a  field for “Program  Income.”  
Leave this at zero  unless  you plan  to  
generate  income  from  the grant, such  as  
charging  a fee for services. If you plan to  
do this, you must  explain  this  in the grant  
narrative. 
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STEP 18: 

 Complete the remaining  sections  of  the  
application, including  the “Contact  
Information” section. 

 Make sure to add all  individuals  or  
organizations  who assisted with  the 
application. 

 Make sure to add a “Secondary point  of  
contact”  for  this  grant. The AOR  who 
submits  the application  will be the  primary 
contact. 
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STEP 19: 

 Only complete the SF-LLL Disclosure  of 
Lobbying  Activities  if you are applying  for a  
grant  of more than  $100,000  and  if  any 
funds  other  than Federal appropriated  
funds  have been  paid or will be paid  to any 
person for influencing  or attempting  to 
influence an  officer  or employee  of any 
agency, a Member  of  Congress, an  officer  
or employee  of  Congress, or an  employee 
of a Member  of Congress  in  connection  
with  this grant. 
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STEP 20: 

 The “Review  Application”  section will  
identify any errors. 

 If  you click  “view/edit”  next  to a  section, 
you can  jump directly there. 

 The missing/invalid  information  will  be  
displayed in red. 
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STEP 21: 

 When all  sections  are complete, click  the   
“Submit for  signature”  button at  the  top  of  
the “Review  application”  section. 

 Remember that only the  AOR  can  submit  
the application to FEMA! 

 If  you are not  the AOR  – please notify the 
AOR  that  the application is  ready to be  
submitted. The  AOR must sign in  
separately and submit the application. 
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STEP 22: 
 The screen  will  jump  to the middle  of the  

application  – click  again on the “submit  
application”  option from the left menu. 

 Complete all assurances  and certifications  
by entering  your password. You will need  to 
enter  your password 8 times. 

 At  the bottom, click  the final  “Submit”  
button, or click  to “Return to edit  
application.” 

Federal Emergency Management  Agency 45 



Tips for Using FEMA GO 

 FEMA  GO  will  support only  the  most recent major release  of the  following  browsers:  
Google Chrome,  Internet Explorer,  Mozilla Firefox,  Apple Safari, Microsoft Edge 

 Users  who use  tablet type devices  or other browsers  may encounter issues  when using  
FEMA GO 

 There are no “save” buttons  – the  system  will  save  the  information  as  you move  
throughout  the  application 

 If you forget to complete a question  or input an invalid response  into the  application,  
you will receive  red error messages 

 Multiple individuals  can work on an application  at the  same  time; you will see  a 
message  if someone  else  is  working  on the  application  at the  same  time 
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Tips for Using FEMA GO continued 

 You cannot add photos,  charts,  graphs,  or other computer graphic files  (.jpg, .gif, etc.)  
to the  text boxes 

 Text boxes  are  limited to plain text and most are  limited in characters 

 Double and  triple  check the  information  being submitted! 
 Work  with  finance  or  other  departments to ensure all  facts and figures are  accurate  and 

consistent  throughout  the entire application 

 If you include any "filler" or placeholder  text while filling  out  the  application, update  the  
application  fields  with the  final  and complete answers 
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Other Application Submission Tips 

 If a grant writer prepared the  application,  make sure  the Authorized Organizational  
Representative (AOR)  reads the application  before submitting  it 

 Once  the  AOR submits  the  application, it cannot be  changed 
 You  do have the  option  to re-open a submitted  application but  only while the application 

period is  still open 

 In  order to be  considered  for funding, an  application must  be  resubmitted  prior to the  end 
of the application  period 

 The  AOR that submitted the  application  will receive  an email  confirmation  from FEMA  
GO  as proof o f  timely submission 
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Applicant Support 

 FP&S Help Desk 
 Phone  #:  1-866-274-0960 
 During  the application  period,  the Help Desk will  be  staffed between the hours  of 

8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. ET, Monday through  Friday 
 E-Mail:  firegrants@fema.dhs.gov 

 Website: https://www.fema.gov/grants/preparedness/firefighters 
 FEMA  GO  Help  Desk  

 Phone  #:  1-877-585-3242 
 The  FEMA GO Helpdesk  is  open 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. ET, Monday through  Friday 
 E-Mail:  femago@fema.dhs.gov 
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Applicant Support continued 

 Clinical  Research  Specialist: R.   Sue  Day,  PhD  sday@mcking.com 

 Technology  Research  Specialist: D avid Evans,  PhD,  PE devans@mcking.com 

 Program Officer:  Julia Barron  Julia.Barron@fema.dhs.gov 
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Thank you! 
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