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Definition 
A lifeline enables the 
continuous operation 
of critical business 
and government 
functions and is 
essential to human 
health and safety or 
economic security. 

Purpose 
Root Cause Analysis 

Interdependencies 

Prioritization 

Ease of Communication 

Assessing 
Status What? 

Impact So What? 

Actions Now What? 

Limiting Factors What’s the Gap? 

Community Impact 
Occurs when basic lifeline 
services or capabilities are 
disrupted and reduce their 
ability to provide critical 
services to survivors. 

C
O

M
P

O
N

E
N

T
S

 o
f 

L
if

e
li

n
e

s 

Hydration 

HAZMAT 

Water 
Systems 

Potable 
Water Infrastructure 

Wastewater 
Management 

July 2023 

https://fema.gov/lifelines
mailto:lifelines@fema.dhs.gov



