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INTERAGENCY RECOVERY COORDINATION (IRC) CASE STUDY  

Ellicott City Flash Flooding 
IMPACT OF PRE-PLANNING AND COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION ON RECOVERY 

Citations List 
Item Source 

Event information & 

Damage statistics 

Howard County OEM “Ellicott City Flood” video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RIF2PgtjdBk&amp=&feature=youtu.be; also in 

Baltimore Sun article: https://www.baltimoresun.com/maryland/howard/ph-ho-cf-

flood-business-0727-20170725-story.html 

Flood insurance, 

residents’ recovery 

concerns, eye-witness 

“napkins in the wind” 

quote 

Fox5 DC. “Historic Ellicott City faces long recovery after flooding.” Interviews with 

business owners and residents. https://www.fox5dc.com/news/historic-ellicott-city-

faces-long-recovery-after-flooding  

Recovery information in 

Actions and Results 

sections 

Interviews with Howard County Executives and HC Office of Emergency Management 

(OEM) personnel Ryan Miller, Maria Bernadzikowski, Phil Nichols, and Lisa Crow on 

November 28, 2017. 

HCEDA, SBA, and 

business reopening 

information 

Interview with Catherine Bedolla and Mark Thompson from HCEDA on November 28, 

2017.  

One EC information 
Interviews with Adam Feldman and Monica Fabbri by FEMA personnel on November 

28, 2017. 

Information on City 

history, flooding history 

and Master Plan for 

recovery  

Interviews with Howard County Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ) personnel 

Kate Bolinger, Beth Burgess, and Samantha Holmes on November 28, 2017. 

May 2018 flood 

information 

News articles: 

• https://www.baltimoresun.com/weather/bs-md-weather-storm-2016-story.html 

• https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/27/us/ellicott-city-flooding-maryland.html  

• https://www.cnn.com/2018/05/27/us/ellicott-city-maryland-

flooding/index.html?no-st=1528286666  

 

Ellicott City Watershed Master Plan - 

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Planning-and-Zoning/Community-

Planning/Community-Plans/EC-Master-Plan 

Figure 1 (photo) 
Fox5 DC. “Historic Ellicott City faces long recovery after flooding.” 

https://www.fox5dc.com/news/historic-ellicott-city-faces-long-recovery-after-flooding  

Figure 2 (photo) Original Draft  

Additional References • DR-4279 Federal Support Plan 01/06/2017 
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• Ellicott City Community Advisory Group Report, January 2017 

• Ellicott City Flood Mitigation Plan, August 23, 2018 

• Meeting Minutes for Ellicott City Flood Recovery Meeting on August 23, 2018  

• Ellicott City Recovery HSEMA Table-top Exercise  

• Summary of Conclusions from Federal Interagency coordination call on August 12, 

2016  

• Howard County Ellicott City Flooding Website: 

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Ellicott-City-Flood-Recovery  

• Maryland Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) Local Recovery Planning Toolkit 

Overview: http://mema.maryland.gov/Pages/Local-Recovery-Planning-Toolkit.aspx  
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