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The materials on this CD are intended to help communities mitigate damage or loss from tornadoes and other extreme-
wind events, and provide public information resources for conveying the importance of safe room construction. This is 
part of FEMA’s ongoing mitigation effort to lessen the impact that disasters have on people and property.

This CD contains several informative posters, maps, and other resources that can be downloaded in various formats 
depending on how they will be used, including high-resolution print quality and low-resolution screen quality for web use. 
Please read the artwork usage requirements.

Contents of this CD

Posters:
6 posters that help you understand the high-wind hazards in your area. 

5 FEMA informational exhibits that describe safe room design and 
construction issues.

Brochure:
Taking Shelter From the Storm: Building a Safe Room for Your Home or Small Business (FEMA L-233, December 2014)

Quick Guides and Fact Sheets: 
Flood Hazard Elevation and Siting Criteria for Residential Safe Rooms, February 2015 
Flood Hazard Elevation and Siting Criteria for Community Safe Rooms, February 2015 
Fact Sheet: Residential Tornado Safe Room Doors, September 2014

Additional Resources:
Links to additional information, guidance, and online resources such as publications and websites.

For more information, please 
call the FEMA Safe Room 
Helpline at 866-927-2104 
(toll free) or email 
Saferoom@fema.dhs.gov

Posters Brochure Quick Guides and Fact Sheets Additional Resources
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Posters
F E M A  S A F E  R O O M  R E S O U R C E S

Click a poster to enlarge and download

Understanding the Hazards Safe Room Information

Visit  

TORNADO 
STAYING SAFE DURING A

Rigorously designed, constructed, 
and tested

Tested for tornado missile impact 
and pressure

Easily locked and unlocked for quick 
access 

SAFE ROOM DOORS
are built to withstand a tornado (and keep you safe in the process). 

When a tornado strikes move to your residential Safe Room.  A Safe Room is 
a room or structure specifically designed and constructed to the highest 
standards using criteria by FEMA for the purpose of providing life-safety 
protection from an extreme-wind event.

YOU ALREADY KNOW THE BASICS 
but did you know the doors common in 

residential construction can’t withstand debris 
thrown by a tornado?

They’re also:

Want to know more? fema.gov/safe-rooms.
FEMA P-361, Safe Rooms for Tornadoes and Hurricanes: Guidance for Community and Residential Safe Rooms
FEMA P-320, Taking Shelter from the Storm: Building a Safe Room for Your Home or Small Business

< Return to Start Page



FEMA SAFE ROOM RESOURCES  /  Posters  /  Understanding the Hazards  /  Typical Hurricane Damage

File download options:

Web-quality: Ideal to place on a web 
page (JPG file).

Handout format: The image is 
optimized to print as a letter-size 
page (PDF file).

Print quality: The image can be 
placed in an electronic document for 
high-quality printing (JPG file).

Press quality: The image is intended 
for use in a publication (PDF file).

Poster size: Ideal to print as a 
large-format display (PDF file).

< Return to Main Posters page

< Return to Start Page

www.nhc.noaa.gov/aboutsshws.php


FEMA SAFE ROOM RESOURCES  /  Posters  /  Understanding the Hazards  /  Assessing Your Risk

File download options:

Web-quality: Ideal to place on a web page (JPG file).

Handout format: The image is optimized to print as a 
letter-size page (PDF file).

Print quality: The image can be placed in an electronic 
document for high-quality printing (JPG file).

Press quality: The image is intended for use in a 
publication (PDF file).

Poster size: Ideal to print as a 
large-format display (PDF file).

< Return to Main Posters page

< Return to Start Page

http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/2009
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/2009
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/efscale/ef-scale.html


FEMA SAFE ROOM RESOURCES  /  Posters  /  Understanding the Hazards  /  Typical Tornado Damage

File download options:

Web-quality: Ideal to place on a web 
page (JPG file).

Handout format: The image is 
optimized to print as a letter-size 
page (PDF file).

Print quality: The image can be 
placed in an electronic document for 
high-quality printing (JPG file).

Press quality: The image is intended 
for use in a publication (PDF file).

Poster size: Ideal to print as a 
large-format display (PDF file).

< Return to Main Posters page

< Return to Start Page

http://www.spc.noaa.gov/efscale/ef-scale.html


FEMA SAFE ROOM RESOURCES  /  Posters  /  Understanding the Hazards

File download options:

Web-quality: Ideal to place on a web page 
(JPG file).

Handout format: The image is optimized to print 
as a letter-size page (PDF file).

Print quality: The image can be placed in an 
electronic document for high-quality printing  
(JPG file).

Press quality: The image is intended for use in a 
publication (PDF file).

Poster size: Ideal to print as a 
large-format display (PDF file).

< Return to Main Posters page

< Return to Start Page



FEMA SAFE ROOM RESOURCES  /  Posters  /  Understanding the Hazards

File download options:

Web-quality: Ideal to place on a web page 
(JPG file).

Handout format: The image is optimized to print 
as a letter-size page (PDF file).

Print quality: The image can be placed in an 
electronic document for high-quality printing  
(JPG file).

Press quality: The image is intended for use in a 
publication (PDF file).

Poster size: Ideal to print as a 
large-format display (PDF file).

< Return to Main Posters page

< Return to Start Page

http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/2009


FEMA Safe Room Resources / Posters / Understanding the Hazards / Potential Impact and Damage From a Tornado

File download options:

Web-quality: Ideal to place on a web page 
(JPG file).

Handout format: The image is optimized to print 
as a letter-size page (PDF file).

Print quality: The image can be placed in an 
electronic document for high-quality printing  
(JPG file).

Press quality: The image is intended for use in 
a publication (PDF file).

Poster size: Ideal to print as a 
large-format display (PDF file).

< Return to Main Posters page

< Return to Start Page

www.spc.noaa.gov/efscale/ef-scale.html


FEMA SAFE ROOM RESOURCES / Posters / Safe Room Information / Emergency Planning and Emergency Supply Kit

File download options:

Web-quality: Ideal to place on a web page (JPG file).

Handout format: The image is optimized to print as a 
letter-size page (PDF file).

Print quality: The image can be placed in an electronic 
document for high-quality printing (JPG file).

Press quality: The image is intended for use in a 
publication (PDF file).

Poster size: Ideal to print as a 
large-format display (PDF file).

< Return to Main Posters page

< Return to Start Page

http://www.fema.gov
http://www.ready.gov


FEMA SAFE ROOM RESOURCES  /  Posters  /  Safe Room Information  /  Building Your Safe Room

File download options:

Web-quality: Ideal to place on a web page (JPG file).

Handout format: The image is optimized to print as a 
letter-size page (PDF file).

Print quality: The image can be placed in an electronic 
document for high-quality printing (JPG file).

Press quality: The image is intended for use in a 
publication (PDF file).

Poster size: Ideal to print as a 
large-format display (PDF file).

< Return to Main Posters page

< Return to Start Page

http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/2009
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/2009
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/2009


FEMA SAFE ROOM RESOURCES  /  Posters  /  Safe Room Information  /  Safe Room Resources

File download options:

Web-quality: Ideal to place on a web page (JPG file).

Handout format: The image is optimized to print as a 
letter-size page (PDF file).

Print quality: The image can be placed in an electronic 
document for high-quality printing (JPG file).

Press quality: The image is intended for use in a 
publication (PDF file).

Poster size: Ideal to print as a 
large-format display (PDF file).

< Return to Main Posters page

< Return to Start Page

http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/2009
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/3140
https://www.fema.gov/safe-rooms
https://www.fema.gov/safe-rooms
mailto:Saferoom%40fema.dhs.gov?subject=
http://shop.iccsafe.org/


FEMA SAFE ROOM RESOURCES  /  Posters  /  Safe Room Information  /  Background and History of Safe Rooms

File download options:

Web-quality: Ideal to place on a web page (JPG file).

Handout format: The image is optimized to print as a 
letter-size page (PDF file).

Print quality: The image can be placed in an electronic 
document for high-quality printing (JPG file).

Press quality: The image is intended for use in a 
publication (PDF file).

Poster size: Ideal to print as a 
large-format display (PDF file).

< Return to Main Posters page

< Return to Start Page

http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/2009
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/2009
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/2009
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/2009
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/2009
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/2009
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/3140
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/3140
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/3140
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/3140
http://shop.iccsafe.org/icc-500-2008-icc-nssa-standard-for-the-design-and-construction-of-storm-shelters-2.html
http://shop.iccsafe.org/icc-500-2008-icc-nssa-standard-for-the-design-and-construction-of-storm-shelters-2.html


FEMA SAFE ROOM RESOURCES  /  Posters  /  Safe Room Information  /  Staying Safe During a Tornado

File download options:

Web-quality: Ideal to place on a web page (JPG file).

Handout format: The image is optimized to print as a 
letter-size page (PDF file).

Print quality: The image can be placed in an electronic 
document for high-quality printing (JPG file).

Press quality: The image is intended for use in a 
publication (PDF file).

Poster size: Ideal to print as a 
large-format display (PDF file).

< Return to Main Posters page

Visit  

TORNADO 
STAYING SAFE DURING A

Rigorously designed, constructed, 
and tested

Tested for tornado missile impact 
and pressure

Easily locked and unlocked for quick 
access 

SAFE ROOM DOORS
are built to withstand a tornado (and keep you safe in the process). 

When a tornado strikes move to your residential Safe Room.  A Safe Room is 
a room or structure specifically designed and constructed to the highest 
standards using criteria by FEMA for the purpose of providing life-safety 
protection from an extreme-wind event.

YOU ALREADY KNOW THE BASICS 
but did you know the doors common in 

residential construction can’t withstand debris 
thrown by a tornado?

They’re also:

Want to know more? fema.gov/safe-rooms.
FEMA P-361, Safe Rooms for Tornadoes and Hurricanes: Guidance for Community and Residential Safe Rooms
FEMA P-320, Taking Shelter from the Storm: Building a Safe Room for Your Home or Small Business

< Return to Start Page

https://www.fema.gov/safe-rooms


Brochure
F E M A  S A F E  R O O M  R E S O U R C E S

Click to enlarge

Taking Shelter From the Storm: Building a Safe Room for Your Home or Small Business  /  FEMA L-233  /  December 2014

Click image to enlarge or download:

Page 1 Page 2

< Return to Start Page



FEMA SAFE ROOM RESOURCES  /  Brochure  /  Page 1

File download options:

Web-quality: Ideal for use on a 
web page (2-page PDF).

Print quality: The image is 
intended for use in a report 
(RGB JPG).

Press quality: Press-ready format 
for high quality or commercial 
printing (CMYK 2-page PDF).

Advance to page 2 >

< Return to Main Brochure page

< Return to Start Page



FEMA SAFE ROOM RESOURCES  /  Brochure  /  Page 2

File download options:

Web-quality: Ideal for use on a 
web page (2-page PDF).

Print quality: The image is 
intended for use in a report 
(RGB JPG).

Press quality: Press-ready format 
for high quality or commercial 
printing (CMYK 2-page PDF).

< Return to Main Brochure page

< Return to Start Page



Quick Guides and Fact Sheets
F E M A  S A F E  R O O M  R E S O U R C E S

Flood Hazard Elevation and Siting Criteria for Residential Safe Rooms  /  February 2015
Flood Hazard Elevation and Siting Criteria for Community Safe Rooms  /  February 2015

Fact Sheet: Residential Tornado Safe Room Doors / September 2014

Click image to enlarge or download:

< Return to Start Page



FEMA SAFE ROOM RESOURCES  /  Quick Guides and Fact Sheets  /  Residential Safe Rooms  /  Page 1

File download options:

Web-quality: Ideal for use on a web page 
(2-page PDF).

Print quality: The image is intended for use 
in a report (RGB JPG).

Press quality: Press-ready format for high 
quality or commercial printing  
(CMYK 2-page PDF).

Advance to page 2 >

< Return to Main Quick Guides/Fact Sheet page

< Return to Start Page



FEMA SAFE ROOM RESOURCES  /  Quick Guides and Fact Sheets  /  Residential Safe Rooms  /  Page 2

File download options:

Web-quality: Ideal for use on a web page 
(2-page PDF).

Print quality: The image is intended for use 
in a report (RGB JPG).

Press quality: Press-ready format for high 
quality or commercial printing  
(CMYK 2-page PDF).

< Return to Main Quick Guides/Fact Sheet page

< Return to Start Page



FEMA SAFE ROOM RESOURCES  /  Quick Guides and Fact Sheets  /  Community Safe Rooms  /  Page 1

File download options:

Web-quality: Ideal for use on a web page 
(2-page PDF).

Print quality: The image is intended for use 
in a report (RGB JPG).

Press quality: Press-ready format for high 
quality or commercial printing  
(CMYK 2-page PDF).

Advance to page 2 >

< Return to Main Quick Guides/Fact Sheet page

< Return to Start Page



FEMA SAFE ROOM RESOURCES  /  Quick Guides and Fact Sheets  /  Community Safe Rooms  /  Page 2

File download options:

Web-quality: Ideal for use on a web page 
(2-page PDF).

Print quality: The image is intended for use 
in a report (RGB JPG).

Press quality: Press-ready format for high 
quality or commercial printing  
(CMYK 2-page PDF).

< Return to Main Quick Guides/Fact Sheet page

< Return to Start Page



FEMA SAFE ROOM RESOURCES  /  Quick Guides and Fact Sheets  /  Residential Tornado Safe Room Doors  /  Page 1

File download options:

Web-quality: Ideal for use on a web page 
(2-page PDF).

Print quality: The image is intended for use 
in a report (RGB JPG).

Press quality: Press-ready format for high 
quality or commercial printing  
(CMYK 2-page PDF).

Advance to page 2 >

< Return to Main Quick Guides/Fact Sheet page

< Return to Start Page

https://www.fema.gov/fema-p-361-safe-rooms-tornadoes-and-hurricanes-guidance-community-and-residential-safe-rooms
https://www.fema.gov/fema-p-361-safe-rooms-tornadoes-and-hurricanes-guidance-community-and-residential-safe-rooms
https://www.fema.gov/fema-p-320-taking-shelter-storm-building-safe-room-your-home-or-small-business
https://www.fema.gov/fema-p-320-taking-shelter-storm-building-safe-room-your-home-or-small-business
https://www.fema.gov/fema-p-320-taking-shelter-storm-building-safe-room-your-home-or-small-business
http://shop.iccsafe.org/standards/icc-standards.html?p=1
http://shop.iccsafe.org/standards/icc-standards.html?p=1


FEMA SAFE ROOM RESOURCES  /  Quick Guides and Fact Sheets  /  Residential Tornado Safe Room Doors  /  Page 2

File download options:

Web-quality: Ideal for use on a web page 
(2-page PDF).

Print quality: The image is intended for use 
in a report (RGB JPG).

Press quality: Press-ready format for high 
quality or commercial printing  
(CMYK 2-page PDF).

< Return to Main Quick Guides/Fact Sheet page

< Return to Start Page



Additional Resources
F E M A  S A F E  R O O M  R E S O U R C E S

Publications

Taking Shelter from the Storm: Building a Safe Room for 
Your Home or Small Business (FEMA P-320)
Order or download from http://www.fema.gov/media-library/
assets/documents/2009

Safe Rooms for Tornadoes and Hurricanes: Guidance for 
Community and Residential Safe Rooms (FEMA P-361)
Order or download from http://www.fema.gov/media-library/
assets/documents/3140

Mitigation Assessment Team Report – Spring 2011 
Tornadoes: April 25-28 and May 22 (FEMA P-908)
Order or download from https://www.fema.gov/media-
library/assets/documents/25810

Tornado Protection: Selecting Refuge Area in Buildings, 
Second Edition 2009 (FEMA P-431)
Order or download from https://www.fema.gov/ 
media-library/assets/documents/2246

FEMA Web Resources

FEMA Safe Room web site, https://www.fema.gov/ 
safe-rooms

FEMA Safe Room Resources web site,  
https://www.fema.gov/safe-room-resources

FEMA Mitigation Assessment Team (MAT) web site,  
https://www.fema.gov/mitigation-assessment-team-program

Related Web Resources

International Code Council: http://www.iccsafe.org

Ready.Gov: http://www.ready.gov/

Storm Prediction Center: http://www.spc.noaa.gov

FEMA strongly encourages homeowners and communities 
to build safe rooms and shelters, but cannot endorse or 
approve specific manufacturers or producers.  
Read FEMA Disclaimer.

< Return to Start Page

http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/2009
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/2009
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/3140
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/3140
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/25810
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/25810
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/2246
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/2246
https://www.fema.gov/safe-rooms
https://www.fema.gov/safe-rooms
http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/saferoom 
https://www.fema.gov/mitigation-assessment-team-program
http://www.fema.gov/rebuild/mat/index.shtm
http://www.iccsafe.org
http://www.ready.gov/
http://www.spc.noaa.gov


FEMA SAFE ROOM RESOURCES  /  Artwork Usage Requirements

The graphics, illustrations, and photographs on this CD are made available by 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) at no cost in order to help 
communicate the effects of natural disasters and to encourage individuals and 
businesses to take action to reduce their risk of disaster damage, injury, or death.

When downloading or copying FEMA artwork, you agree to the following:

FEMA will be credited every time the graphic, illustration, or photograph 
is used.

The image(s) will not be digitally altered or cropped in a way that misrepresents 
the content.

Artwork will be used only for educational and/or informative purposes. 
Artwork must not be used in advertisements.

Artwork will not be sold or included in commercial photographic CD collections.

If you have comments or concerns about this policy or anything related to FEMA 
artwork, please do not hesitate to contact FEMA at FEMA-News-Desk@fema.dhs.gov 
or 202-646-3272.

Thank you for your interest in FEMA.
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< Return to Start Page

mailto:FEMA-News-Desk@fema.dhs.gov


FEMA SAFE ROOM RESOURCES  /  FEMA Disclaimer

FEMA strongly encourages homeowners and communities to build safe rooms and 
storm shelters but cannot endorse or approve specific manufacturers or producers.

FEMA Designs

FEMA P-320, Taking Shelter from the Storm: Building a Safe 
Room for Your Home or Small Business, contains prescriptive 
designs for safe rooms that can range in size from 8-feet 
by 8-feet to 14-feet by 14-feet. The criteria for a safe room 
are provided in FEMA P-361, Safe Rooms for Tornadoes and 
Hurricanes: Guidance for Community and Residential Safe 
Rooms.

Others

The National Storm Shelter Association (NSSA) in conjunction 
with the International Code Council®(ICC®), has also 
developed an industry standard for shelters, Standard for the 
Design and Construction of Storm Shelters (ICC 500).  
The ICC 500 is referenced in the 2009, 2012, and 2015 
International Building Code ®(IBC®) and International 
Residential Code ®(IRC®), and is therefore part of the building 
code (incorporated by reference) as a readily enforceable 
design standard. You can purchase a copy of this publication 
from http://shop.iccsafe.org/.

Individuals considering purchasing or installing a safe room 
should contact their  local building official about building 
code requirements. However, the extreme loads generated 
by tornadoes are not covered under model building code 
requirements. FEMA P-320, FEMA P-361, the NSSA standard, 
or the NPC can all be used to address these extreme loads. 

For more information, please call the FEMA helpline at 
866-927-2104 (toll free) or email Saferoom@fema.dhs.gov

< Return to Start Page
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