Stations we have Tammy Doherty, last name spelled D O H E R T Y. Ms. Doherty is the Acting Regional Director for FEMA Region X. Ms. Doherty has four tracks for us today on Power Outages and Rolling Blackouts.

In the first track, Ms. Doherty reminds us of the value of and the necessity for pre-disaster mitigation efforts and planning. She also outlines the basics needed during and following any disaster.  The track runs 46 seconds and the out cue is “…insurance coverage”.

Emergency managers may differ on the odds that we’ll have to grapple with rolling blackouts here in the Pacific Northwest…but we all agree on the value of (and necessity for) pre-disaster mitigation efforts and disaster preparedness planning. 

Whether you’re preparing for earthquakes, wildfires, floods, winter storms or drought-induced rolling blackouts, the basics remain the same. You need to have nonperishable food, water and prescription medication to insure at least 72 hours of relative comfort until help arrives. You need extra clothes and blankets, battery operated radios, flashlights and clocks, provisions for rendezvousing with family members separated by disaster and you also need appropriate insurance coverage.

In track two, Ms. Doherty tells us the difference between a power outage and a rolling blackout.  The track runs 39 seconds and the out cue is “…fire stations”.

Power outages can accompany virtually every natural disaster – resulting from downed power lines, disrupted transformer stations and damaged infrastructure. Rolling blackouts occur when power companies turn off electricity to selected areas to save power.  Blackouts traditionally last one hour, after which power is restored and another area is “turned off.”  These blackouts are scheduled and announced in advance, and are typically scheduled during peak energy times (4 – 7 p.m.) and normally exempt hospitals, airport control towers, police and fire stations.

In track three, Ms. Doherty tells us what to do during a power outage. The track runs 43 seconds and the outcue is “…life-threatening emergency”.

During a power outage, you need to turn off all appliances, computers and lights, except for one that will let you know when the power is back on. Don’t open your refrigerator unless you must.  Refrigerators will maintain temperatures for some time without electricity, Turn on your battery powered radio, Eliminate unnecessary travel, especially by car.  Use extreme caution when driving.  If traffic signals are out, treat them as a stop-sign. Come to a complete stop at every intersection, look before you proceed, and let the person on your right have the right-of-way. Use the phone for emergencies only.  Don’t call 9-1-1 for information; only to report a life-threatening emergency.

In the fourth and final track, Ms. Doherty tells us what to do when the power comes back on. The track runs 13 seconds, and the outcue is “…power company”.

When the power comes back on, wait a few minutes before turning on major electric appliances. If you think that electric power has been restored in your area but your home is still without power, call your local power company.
