Stations, we have Tammy Doherty.  Ms. Doherty is the Acting Regional Director for FEMA Region X.  Ms. Doherty has three tracks for us today regarding the Pacific Northwest Terrorism workshop and the Office of National Preparedness.

In track one, Ms. Doherty explains why the workshop was held and who was in attendance.  The track runs 52 seconds; the outcue is, “… consequence management.”

DOHERTY:

Over 100 Federal, State and local emergency managers and planners met at the Radisson Hotel in Seattle for two days of case studies, information sharing and strategy review.  Topics ranged from netwar and cyberterrorism to tabletop exercises and threat assessment and presenters included emergency managers from Alaska, Idaho, Oregon and Washington, the FBI, FEMA, and private sector consultants.  To help us get better prepared for a terrorism response, we brought together people who are experts in their fields, like the FBI, who know crime scenes and crisis management; State Emergency Managers, who know their respective response and recovery systems; other Federal agencies who know their agency’s specialties and resources; and FEMA staff, who know how to do consequence management.

In track two, Ms. Doherty cites the objective of the workshop.  The track runs 30 seconds; the outcue is, “… work together.”

DOHERTY:

There are several objectives we’re trying to accomplish.  One is to meet one another and get very well acquainted before an event happens, to exchange information and ideas, to learn about the threats and the dangers we face, to facilitate discussion on the terrorist threat, and to identify strategies and ideas to protect the public.  Our goal is to leave here with a  better understanding of the threats we face and how important it is that our agencies work together.

In track three, the final track, Ms. Doherty tells us how the Office of National Preparedness came about, how it will be staffed and when it will be open.  The track runs 57 seconds; the outcue is, “… office is operational.”

DOHERTY:

President Bush announced on May 8th the need to have a national coordinated plan to deal with the consequences of weapons of mass destruction.  The President asked Vice President Cheney to oversee the development of a coordinated national effort, a national plan, if you will.  President Bush asked the Director of FEMA, Joe Allbaugh, to create an Office of National Preparedness that would implement the coordination and facilitation of the national plan.  

As the office develops, it will be staffed by 55-65 personnel from 27 government agencies, the Red Cross, and State and local.  One or two persons will be hired in each region to coordinate locally.  The Office of National Preparedness will open with a skeleton crew on Monday, July 2, 2001.  It will be located at FEMA headquarters.  Phone numbers and hours of operations will follow shortly, as soon as the office is operational.

