Stations we have Tammy Doherty, Last Name Spelled D O H E R T Y.

Ms. Doherty is the Acting Regional Director for FEMA Region X.

Ms. Doherty has one track for us today alerting us the dangers of wildfires and the efforts homeowners can take to prevent or minimize their damage. The track runs 1:15 seconds and the out cue is “…keep fire extinguishers handy”.

Below average snow packs, unseasonably low precipitation and warm dry weather has raised wildfire risks throughout the Pacific Northwest. You can’t prevent natural disasters but you can and you must take steps ahead of time to reduce the loss of life and property and speed the recovery process. To protect homes from wildfire threats, you need to create defensible perimeters by clearing brush and flammable debris well away from the structures themselves.  You need to establish firebreaks around the perimeter of your property, power poles, and out buildings by cutting down flammable weeds and brush. A good rule of thumb to use would be that the firebreak should be ten feet wide or three times the height of the tallest vegetation. Also review your homeowner’s insurance policy for adequacy of fire coverage.  Stack firewood away from you home. Store combustible materials in approved containers and keep them away from the house. Keep roofs chimneys and gutters clean, use fire resistant materials when building renovating or retrofitting structures; and install smoke detectors on every floor and near sleeping areas; and keep fire extinguishers handy.

