Tips to Prepare Your Home for
Hurricane Season
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Hurricane force winds can turn landscaping materials into missiles that can break
windows and doors. Much of the property damage associated with hurricanes
occur after the windstorm, when rain enters structures through broken windows,
doors, and openings in the roof.

Preparing before a hurricane can help you manage the impact of high winds and
floodwaters. The steps outlined below will help keep you and your family safe
while protecting your home and property. If you are a renter, talk with your
landlord or property manager about the steps you can take together to protect
yourself, your family, your home, and your property.
FEMA places a strong emphasis on building codes because they enhance public
safety and property protection. See what the building codes are for your zip code
at https://inspecttoprotect.org/

While preparing your home to protect against hurricane damage is undoubtedly an
expense, you can do it in stages.
剥灬慣攠杲慶敬爠牯捫慮摳捡灩湧慴敲楡汳⁷楴栠愠晩牥敳楳瑡湴慴敲楡l
is lighter and won't cause as much harm.
䍵琠睥慫牡湣桥猠慮搠瑲敥s
trimmed.

which

that could fall on your house and keep shrubbery

䥮獴慬氠獴潲洠獨畴瑥牳
to protect your windows from breakage. Alternately, fit
plywood panels to your windows, which can be nailed to window frames when a
storm approaches. Read about one survivor’s story with storm shutters at
https://www.fema.gov/case-study/storm-shutters-create-feeling-security
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䵡步畲攠數瑥物潲潯牳牥畲物捡湥⁰牯潦
and have at least three hinges and
a dead bolt lock that is at least one inch long.
卬楤楮朠杬慳猠摯潲猠獨潵汤攠浡摥映瑥浰敲敤污獳
and, during a storm,
covered with shutters or plywood. These types of doors are more vulnerable to
wind damage than most other doors.
剥灬慣攠潬搠条牡来潯牳湤⁴牡捫s
with a door that is approved for both wind
pressure and impact protection. Wind coming into your home through an
opening this large pose grave problems for the rest of your home—especially
your roof.
卥慬畴獩摥⁷慬氠潰敮楮杳
such as vents, outdoor electrical outlets, garden
hose bibs and locations where cables or pipes go through the wall. Use a highquality urethane-based caulk to prevent water penetration.
䥦⁹潵楶攠楮潢楬攠桯浥
, make sure you know how to secure it against high
winds and be sure to review your mobile home insurance policy. Find out more
at https://www.iii.org/article/mobile-home-insurance. Reminder: mobile homes
are not safe in high winds, and you will need to move to a safer place before a
storm hits. Always follow the advice of your local community officials.
䥦⁹潵慶攠愠扯慴渠愠瑲慩汥爬
know how to anchor the trailer to the ground or
house—and review your boat insurance policy. Find out more at
https://www.iii.org/article/boat-insurance-and-safety.
䙯爠瑨攠污瑥獴湦潲浡瑩潮渠䡵牲楣慮攠䥤a
visit fema.gov/disaster/4611. Follow
us on Twitter at twitter.com/FEMARegion6 and like us on Facebook at
facebook.com/FEMARegion 6/.
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