
National HAZUS-MH User Conference
Omni San Diego Hotel

675 L Street
San Diego, CA 92101

June 19-20, 2007

Agenda
All HAZUS Conference Events will occur at the Omni San Diego Hotel.  The hotel is easily reached from the 
Convention Center by crossing Harbor Street and the Train and Trolley track.  

Tuesday, June 19

7:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Registration – Salon Foyer 

8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. Salon C Welcome and Opening Remarks Fred Sharrocks, 
Mitigation Directorate, FEMA

8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Salon C Role of HAZUS-MH in Geospatial 
Preparedness

Moderator: Tom Durham, PBS&J

Dan Cotter, Department 
of Homeland Security  
Rich Eisner, Consultant,
formerly with California 
Offi ce of Emergency Services             
Carla Boyce, Florida Division 
of Emergency Management 

Geospatial preparedness – defi ned as the application of geospatial information and 
technology to support emergency management – has become an integral feature of readiness 
planning for natural, technological and man-made hazards.  This session will highlight the role 
of HAZUS-MH in enhancing geospatial preparedness in two key states:  Florida and California.  
Dan Cotter, Chief Technology Offi cer for the Department of Homeland Security, will share 
his vision of the application of HAZUS-MH in concert with other technologies to meet the 
challenges of managing future disaster operations.    

10:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. Break

10:15 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Salon A Use of HAZUS-MH for Risk Assessment 
and Mitigation 

Moderator: Tom Gates, 
Calvin, Giordano and Associates

Shane Hubbard, The Polis Center 
Annie Ding, CivilTech Engineering

Since the enactment of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, HAZUS-MH has become an 
important tool in risk assessment and mitigation planning at the State and community level.  
This session will describe two innovative approaches to the use of HAZUS-MH for mitigation 
planning.  In Indiana, The Polis Center continues to focus on collection of parcel data in 
developing a robust HAZUS-MH inventory to support mitigation planning in 30 Indiana 
counties.  In Harris County, Texas, local offi cials turned to CivilTech to prepare a risk assessment, 
among the largest studies of its kind in the United States.  



Salon B Outreach and Support:  
What Tools are Available?

Moderator: Vince Brown, 
FEMA Headquarters 

Lisa Scola, PBS&J 
Jamie Caplan, Jamie Caplan Consulting 

As the use of HAZUS-MH becomes more widespread, new and innovative outreach strategies 
are emerging.  This session will examine key strategies and tools that are in use, their 
effectiveness, and the role of HAZUS-MH User Groups in promoting outreach and constituency 
building.

11:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Salon A What’s New with MR3-Enhancements
and CDMS

Moderator: Philip Schneider, National 
Institute for Building Sciences

Michelle Palmer, PBS&J 
Fatih Dogan, ABS Consulting 

This session will feature HAZUS-MH model developers who will highlight the new advances 
in HAZUS-MH MR3, due to be released in the summer of 2007.  Important enhancements in 
MR3 include the Comprehensive Data Management System (CDMS), which will allow users 
to manage statewide geodatabases to support HAZUS-MH analyses.  This session will also 
highlight an innovative pilot project to develop a HAZUS-MH Web-Based Portal in South 
Carolina. 

Salon B The Use of HAZUS-MH for Managing 
Hurricane Disaster Operations

Moderator: Joseph Rachel, 
FEMA Region IV 

Rick Burgess, Punta Gorda, Florida and 
Chair, Florida HUG 
Brian Crumpler, Virginia Department 
of Emergency Management 
Tom Durham, PBS&J

Since Hurricane Isabel in 2003, FEMA and several states have used HAZUS-MH to support 
decision-making in a hurricane operation.  Since that time, FEMA has led efforts to standardize 
HAZUS-MH “templates” and operating procedures to ensure that the model outputs are 
used effectively and responsibly.  This session will examine the roles of FEMA, states and local 
governments in the use of HAZUS-MH in managing hurricane operations, including lessons 
learned and guidance for other users. 

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. Lunch Break
Enjoy lunch at any of the nearby historic Gaslamp Quarter  restaurants or pick up a quick bite 
at Morsel’s, the gourmet coffee shop located on the Lobby Level. 

1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Salon A Non-Traditional Uses of HAZUS-MH Moderator: Shane Hubbard, 
The Polis Center

Bill Bohn, TetraTech 
Doug Huls, California Offi ce of Emergency 
Services 
Catherine Carr Clinch, URS
Tom Alexander, Small Business 
Administration (SBA)

The versatility of HAZUS-MH will be demonstrated in this session.  Doug Huls will demonstrate 
the use of Google Earth for displaying HAZUS-MH results, while the use of HAZUS-MH to assess 
the tsunami hazard will be the focus of a presentation by Bill Bohn.  The third presentation will 
show how HAZUS-MH has been used to support business continuity planning and disaster 
preparedness for the U.S. Postal Service.  The fi nal session will highlight the approach used by 
the Small Business Administration in the use of HAZUS-MH to support that agency’s approach 
to planning for long-term recovery. 



Salon B HAZUS-MH Applications for Research Moderator: Philip Schneider, National 
Institute for Building Sciences 

Eric Tate, University of South Carolina 
Hope Seligson, ABS Consulting
Doug Bausch, FEMA Region VIII 

This session will highlight the role of HAZUS-MH in support of hazards and social research, 
and the applications of this research to support emergency management decision-making.   
Topics to be addressed include the role of HAZUS-MH in the Hurricane Katrina and Rita GIS 
Clearinghouse, the use of HAZUS-MH to support measurement of social vulnerability, and the 
role of HAZUS-MH in supporting seismic research.  

3:00 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. Break

3:15 p.m. – 4:15 pm Salon A HAZUS-MH Model Development: 
Next Steps

Presenters: Philip Schneider, National 
Institute for Building Sciences
Michelle Palmer, PBS&J

This session will provide an overview of ongoing developments in HAZUS-MH MR3, including 
the Comprehensive Data Management System.  Participants will have an opportunity to pose 
technical questions on the model development and software implementation.   

3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Salon B HAZUS-MH 101: A Workshop Workshop Presenter: Kevin Mickey, 
The Polis Center

This workshop will explore the capabilities that HAZUS-MH provides for estimating losses 
that might result from fl oods, earthquakes, or hurricane winds.  Numerous demonstrations 
of HAZUS-MH tools and output will be offered during the session.  All demonstrations will be 
conducted using actual data from locations around the United States. This workshop is designed 
for a non-technical audience and will be of particular interest to those individuals who are 
interested in learning about how HAZUS-MH can be used to support planning and mitigation 
activities. It is assumed that participants in this workshop will have had little or no exposure to 
HAZUS-MH prior to attending. 

4:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Salon A Meeting of International HAZUS Users

Please join us for the inaugural meeting of the International HAZUS Users to discuss future 
opportunities.  All International Users are invited to attend.

Wednesday, June 20

7:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Registration – Salon Foyer

8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Salon A Use of HAZUS-MH for Catastrophic 
Planning

Moderator: Tom Durham, PBS&J 

Doug Bausch, FEMA Region VIII 
Shane Hubbard, The Polis Center 

HAZUS-MH continues to play an important role in advancing one of FEMA’s priorities in 2007 
– planning for catastrophic earthquakes and hurricanes in the United States.  This session will go 
into detail on the use of HAZUS-MH for scenario development for a catastrophic earthquake in 
the New Madrid Seismic Zone, and the role of HAZUS-MH and other tools at FEMA Headquarters 
for supporting impact assessments.  The use of HAZUS-MH for catastrophic planning for 
hurricanes will also be examined. 

Salon B The Role of HAZUS-MH in Comprehensive 
Planning

Moderator: Kevin Mickey, 
The Polis Center 

Chris Zambito, 
Hillsborough County, Florida 
Bill Bohn, TetraTech, Inc.



Best practices in the use of HAZUS-MH for risk assessment and comprehensive planning will 
be among the topics addressed in this session.  As HAZUS-MH becomes more widely used as 
a tool for comprehensive planning, best practices are emerging and are being documented.  
Hillsborough County, Florida is among the growing number of local jurisdictions that is using 
HAZUS-MH to support risk assessment and comprehensive planning, which will be highlighted 
in this session.   

9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Salon A Optimizing Your Use of HAZUS-MH 
through HUGs and HAZUS.org

Moderator: Jamie Caplan 

Tom Gates, Florida HUG 
Kevin Mickey, Central U.S. HUG 
Rich Davies, Western Disaster Center

HAZUS-MH User Groups (HUGs) have played a pivotal role in HAZUS-MH outreach, constituency 
building, and applications of analysis for risk assessments, mitigation and preparedness 
planning.  This session will highlight two active and successful HUGs, and identify keys to their 
success.  This is an important session for HAZUS-MH users who are interested in forming HUGs, or 
in taking steps to strengthen existing user groups. 

Salon B Role of Data in Use of HAZUS-MH for 
Risk Assessment and Preparedness 

Moderator: Michelle Palmer, PBS&J 

Joseph Toland, FEMA Region X 
Carol Giffi n, US Geological Survey 
Tracy Toutant, 
Sarasota County, Florida

Acknowledging that inventory data is critical to accurate HAZUS-MH analyses, FEMA has 
developed and led several initiatives to improve inventory data and use of the data for risk 
assessments, mitigation and preparedness planning.  In this technical session, presenters will 
highlight the role of FEMA Region X in a proactive approach to geospatial preparedness and 
state support, and the role of the Florida HUG in coordinating a statewide project to enhance the 
state’s inventory of essential facilities. 

10:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. Break

10:15 a.m. – 10:30 p.m. Salon C ESRI Welcome Dr. Jack Dangermond, 
President, ESRI

10:30 a.m. – 11:30 p.m. Salon C Awards Presentation and Closing 
Ceremonies

Eric Berman, 
FEMA Headquarters

11:30 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Luncheon
Please join us for a casual luncheon made possible by our generous sponsors.

1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Salon B Workshop on Using HAZUS-MH for Risk 
Assessment

Workshop Presenter: Kevin Mickey, 
The Polis Center

This workshop will provide participants with an understanding of how they can use the 
HAZUS-MH risk assessment methodology and tools to assist them in their efforts to conduct the 
community risk assessments that are necessary to be compliant with the ongoing requirements 
of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 which, among other things, sets conditions which must be 
met for communities to be eligible to receive certain disaster relief dollars.  The workshop focuses 
on the process of applying the wealth of information that HAZUS-MH includes and that it can 
produce to the risk assessment process.  This includes hazard identifi cation, profi ling of hazards, 
developing asset inventories, estimating losses, and prioritizing mitigation options.  Anyone who 
is involved in developing or participating in the development of a community risk assessment 
would benefi t from this workshop.   


