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Mitigation

Mitigationis...

Measures taken now
toreduce losses in

the future.

Mitigation refers tomeasures taken now to reduce losses in the fut#ane.can homeowners and
renters protect themselves and tipgoperty fromadevastating loss?



Protecting Your Property

Staying Above Water

There are many low-cost options to keep a home
safe and protect against basement flooding.
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There area range of possible causes for basement flgpaind some potential remedié&any
oftheselomc o st options can be factored into
several months that precede storm season.
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Nothing Can Dampen The Joy
Of Home Ownership
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There ardour ways water gets into your basement:

e Through the drainage sgsh, known as the sump.

e Backing up through the sewer lines under the house.
e Seeping through cracks in the walls and floor.

e Through windows and doors, callederlandflooding.



Mitigate...Before the Storm!

A little time just cleaning e
your gutters can save a lot! H :
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Gutters can play a huge role in keeping basestgtand foundationistable. Water damage
caused by cloggedugters carbe severe.

¢ Install gutters and downspouts.
e Repair them as the need arises.
o Keep them free of debris.



Channel Water Away From The Foundation

Avoid flooding your
neighbor’s property.
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Channel and disperse water away from the home by lengthening the run of downspouts with
rigid or flexible extensions. Prevent interior intrusion through windows and replace weather
stripping as needed.



Window Well Covers
Guard Against Snow, Rain and Debris

Strong Non- Rm g iimthe b“

Aluminum Support Brackets “Allovrs for fresh air circtlation

-Supports 350 Jbs. =Slopes to the front draining
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Spring Tension Clips
—f""
t" ~Cover snaps into pl lace >«

. -Easily removed for egress  »
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Gravel bottoms
promote good
drainage.
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Many varieties of sturdy window well covers are available, simple to install and hinged for easy
accessWells should be constructedth gravel bottoms to promotdrainageRemove organic
growth to permit sunlight and ventilation.



»
- e ' BJle
»
DL€ A Q3 Jverilandg D0AINC
Photo 1 == Photo 2
7 =
AH E
BERM £y 3 .

FLOODWATER\ A k,.-q\‘ N = —

- N K -
e -: i » T e : -
| P oohaa s ol
1 A ey
WATERPROOFING == ||
GROUND LINE AL - L
DRAIN TILE 3 .’f";__ ‘T.':‘:.:i.!:r:.l!._;gU:'H{D:‘).
[ 'I‘.I < r—— k
y t
Bls pIrge 0 red g
ol /

Berms and barriers can hel p wa s$lopeshaltmemgmmutaway
1inch per foot and extend for at least 10 fdéts important to note permits are requitaay
time a homeownatlters the elevation of the property.

If berming the soil is not possible, canst a barrier (Photo 2p keep surface water away from

your homebés foundati on.

The exterior basement walls cantbeated with a moisture barrier material.



Raise Or Relocate Electrical Components

* All electrical work should
be done by a licensed

electrician. Any receptacles that could get

wet should be connected to a
. ground fault interrupter (GFI) to
Fusebou - prevent the risk of shock or

Outess i = (= electrocution.

100-year
flood level

Illingis Emergency Monagement Agency
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Abasement 6s clevated@abovethg floodaiskoBBider eevating the main electric
panel, all outlets, switches, wiring and electraseboard heating at lease footabovethe
projected flood elevation. Matke breakerbox for the circuits that feed thmsemenand $ut

off the power before entering a flooded basement.



Elevate Or

Relocate Mechanicals
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Consider raising or relocating your air conditioner, furnace or hot water heateler to avoid
water damage. ttidas andatea fdr utiities. Hagequalified techm@ianinspect
mechanicabystemsexposed to water.
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When elevating is not an optioa barrier wall can provide protection from encroaching water
and debris. Consider building a concrete or masonry floodwall atbefarnace or water
heater. The walinay not be watetight, but it could save your equipment from serious damage.
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Consider Going Tankless

Electric Demand Water Heater

Gas Demand Water Heater

elements

Heating unit is

installed in

close proximity to

hot water use Cold

\ i water line

Power source
(110 or 220 volts)
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Considerinstalling a tankless water heater. Tankless models do nothstoweater do not have a
tank and can be elevated above the flood risk. Consuraeesa choice between whole house
systems or individual units mounted at each water source s baee reported savingsfodm
$40-80 per year witlelectric systemand $50100 per year witlgaspoweredmodels.
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Photo 1: Shows the washaw/dr units elevated abovke flood risk level, which is
approximatelyl foot in this locationSimple stacked masonry blocks can be effecav

elevating the units.

Photo 2: Shows an example of units relocated to an upper floor.
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