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Session Objectives

• Program update
• Roles
• Costs
• Logistics and MOU
• Resources available



AVMA Ownership & Demographics 
Sourcebook

• 59.5% of US households own at least one 
pet

• Approx. 2 pets per household
• Animals in U.S. households

– 72 million dogs (37.2% of households)
– 81.7 million cats (32.4% of households)
– 11.2 million birds (3.9% of households)
– 7.3 million horses (1.8% of households)

American Veterinary Medical Association U.S. Pet Ownership & Demographics 
Sourcebook. Am Vet Med Assoc. 2007
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AVMA Statistics
“I consider my 
pet(s)…”
– family members 

(49.7%)
– companions 

(48.2%)
– property (2.1%)

American Veterinary Medical Association U.S. Pet Ownership & 
Demographics Sourcebook. Am Vet Med Assoc. 2007



Other Animal Populations

* The value of livestock and poultry and their products in 
the United States in 2008

$139,800,000,000*



Three Roles

• Early 
Assessment

• Basic 
Treatment

• Training



Early Assessment Role

• Assess local 
veterinary 
infrastructure

• Increase efficient 
use of state 
resources



Basic Treatment Role

• Field care
• Assist local 

capabilities



Training Role

• Decon
• Disaster medicine 

and triage
• Hazmat



Training Role

• Critical incident 
stress management

• Leadership
• Risk 

Communication
• Occupational 

Safety



“Let our advance worrying 
become advance thinking 
and planning.”

- Winston Churchill



Costs

• Travel, housing 
and per diem 
expenses are 
covered by the 



Requirements

• Signed MOU is absolutely necessary



Recap

• Ready and 
available

• ASSIST and 
SUPPORT, not 
replace

• Three roles
• Fully funded
• MOU necessary



avma.org/vmat
@AVMAVMAT on Twitter



Heather Case

800-248-2862 ext. 
6632

hcase@avma.org


	The AVMA VMAT Program
	Session Objectives
	AVMA Ownership & Demographics Sourcebook
	AVMA Ownership & Demographics Sourcebook
	AVMA Statistics
	Other Animal Populations
	Three Roles
	Early Assessment Role
	Basic Treatment Role
	Training Role
	Training Role
	Slide Number 12
	Costs
	Requirements
	Recap
	avma.org/vmat�@AVMAVMAT on Twitter
	Slide Number 17

