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PDA TOURS WRAP IN SOUTH JERSEY;
DECLARATION REQUEST EXPECTED

i

Region Il teams joined local officials, NJ
state emergency management colleagues and
other federal partners last week to perform Pre-
liminary Damage Assessments (PDAs) on the
effects of Tropical Storm Ida in New Jersey.

In addition to R2 personnel, the PDA
teams included the New Jersey Office of Emer-
gency Management, the NJ Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, the NJ Dept. of Community
Affairs, the US Army Corps of Engineers and the
Small Business Administration.

Together, they did thorough inspections of & =
storm damage and gathered as much hard data |
as possible across the seven counties desig-
nated as part of a State of Emergency by NJ
Gov. Jon Corzine last week. The emergency Ex-
ecutive Order allows state agencies to reassign
staff and resources to the affected areas and to
link with FEMA personnel to determine eligibility
for federal assistance. Teams evaluated public
infrastructure, beach erosion, and individual prop-
erty damage.

PDA teams link up in Cape May County, NJ prior to tours of coastal and inland storm damage.



DEPUTY VISITS; FACES OF THE REGION
All Hands Assemble To

Hear Word From DC

FEMA'’s new Deputy Administrator Rich-
ard Serino visited 26 Federal Plaza Friday as
part of his systematic tour of all Regional offices.

Serino was the Chief of Emergency
Medical Services and the Assistant Director for
the Boston Public Health Commission prior to
his confirmation last month. In Boston he
helped bolster the city’s response plans for
chemical, biological, and radiological attacks
and other emergency incidents. He has 35
years of state and local emergency manage-
ment and emergency medical services experi-
ence.

A video conference with the CAD and a tele-
phone bridge with DR-1857’s JFO enabled him
to thank the entire staff for their hard work and
public service. Staff were also encouraged to
ask questions about HQ’s goals and objectives.

Donna Fisher is the Region’s new Deputy Director of
the Management Division.

She comes to us from the US Coast Guard, where
she had more than 20 years experience in Contingency Pre-
i | paredness, Emergency Management, Human Resources and

d Training. As Chief of the Coast Guard’s Contingency Prepar-
edness School in Yorktown, Virginia, she was instrumental in
developing a training and implementation plan for the Coast
Guard’s adoption of ICS.

Donna also served as the Operations and/or Planning
Section Chief for several major Coast Guard operations, in-
cluding Hurricane Andrew, the aftermath of the attacks on the
World Trade Centers, the 2004 Republican National Conven-
tion and the crash of American Airlines Flight 587 off the
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HELPING THE HEMISPHERE PREPARE

Rica — shared their regional perspectives. Atten-
dees represented academic and government ex-
perts in science and policy, allowing for a broad
exchange of ideas, networking, and new partner-
ships.

De La Campa spoke of the National Re-
sponse Framework (NRF) and FEMA's roles and
responsibilities during the four phases of emer-
gency management: preparedness, response,
recovery and mitigation. He also chaired a panel
on “Mitigating Natural Disasters.”

This conference was sponsored by DHS
S&T International Cooperative Programs, which
provides the strategic framework to establish,
facilitate, and sustain effective international part-
nerships that support homeland security re-
search, development, test and evaluation. The
International Cooperative Programs Office works
to match U.S. entities engaged in homeland se-
curity research with their foreign counterparts so
that they may partner in cooperative research activi-
ties. (22222222224

A conference on “Security, Science
and the Americas” was held in Costa Rica
earlier this month. It focused on basic, high-
tech and innovative science to address pub-
lic safety and national security issues. Rep-
resenting FEMA was Region II's Caribbean
Area Division Director, Alejandro De La
Campa, seen at the podium above.

Three key areas of security science
were discussed:

Innovation and the importance of
investing in research and development
(R&D), and focusing on how innovations en-
hance a nation’s domestic security and pre-
paredness;

Protection of critical infrastructure
and how improved technical solutions make
possible the understanding of threats, vul-
nerability assessments, mitigation treat-
ments, and the analysis of consequences;
and
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Mitigation of natural disasters
through the use of technologies to improve
emergency preparedness and response.

Representatives from U.S. bilateral
partners in science and technology — includ-
ing Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mex-
ico, Uruguay, and the host-country, Costa



AN END TO AN ERA

“For me, it's always been about people.” That's how
Arnold Davis describes his 34 years of public service — four
with the US Air Force stationed in Taiwan, and more than 30
years with FEMA, Region Il.

Arnold was among FEMA'’s original hires when the
agency was founded in 1979. He started as a Support Coordi-
nation Specialist, responsible for setting up the Region’s
physical infrastructure — including its first phone and computer
systems -- here at 26 Federal Plaza.

He retires as an IT specialist, the President of Local
2203 of the American Federation of Government Employees,
the Region’s longtime EEO counselor, its’ institutional memory
and a friend to all.

Arnold has seen a lot of changes. Initially, Disaster As-
sistance and Disaster Operations were one division; Mitigation
didn’t exist and Title 5 hadn’t been passed. Back in the day,
the Regional Offices were split between three floors: the sec-
ond, the 13" and 19"™. Following Hurricane David in 1979, Ar-
nold spent more than a year in the US Virgin Islands. Today,
PFTs can only be deployed 30 days at a time.




“In the beginning, we were just feeling our
day. In those early days, we had a series of multi-
ple disasters, one right after the other,” Arnold
says. “Today it's a lot easier, with the automated
systems to set up and design a JFO, and the better
coordination with the other federal agencies.

“It's been a great learning curve for me. I've
had the opportunity to meet some very talented,
interesting and team-spirited people. I've enjoyed
the chance to solve problems, but I've loved the
camaraderie.”

At his retirement luncheon, Arnold shared his
future plans. After getting on a kidney transplant list
(and getting a transplant), he says he will either finally
open a restaurant or continue his personal outreach
work among dialysis patients. “I'm one of 20 patients at
a time. We’re all there four hours a day, three days a
week. But before | got there, no one was talking to each
other...But you got to keep positive, and | got them talk-

ing....
We know you did. Thank you Arnold, and great

g good luck!
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