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Preparing For Floods
Along the Shores of Westport, CT

Westport, CT - Located along the shores of Western Long Island Sound, 26 percent of
the residents of the Town of Westport live within the 100-year floodplain. Taking an
integrated approach to mitigation, Westport implemented several concurrent mitigation
strategies.

In 1993, the Town applied for a grant from the Connecticut Department of
Environmental Protection to elevate seven residential properties under the Housing
Grant Mitigation Program (HMGP). Other mitigation measures included the installation
of 16 combination staff gauges/evacuation signs, and the printing of a disaster
preparedness brochure (privately funded by one of the elevated homeowners) for Town
residents.

In 1996, flooding struck again. However, damage to the seven elevated homes was
completely prevented. Unfortunately, flooding damaged several dozen other homes in
Compo Beach that were not elevated. The success of the elevation project spurred
other homeowners to seek elevation as a mitigation solution. As a result, 15
homeowners have received grants under HMGP and the Flood Mitigation Assistance
Program to elevate their homes.

Westport has also amended its National Flood Insurance Program regulations such that
any homeowners or businesses that construct additions or renovation to their buildings
which exceed 50 percent of the fair market value of the building must elevate the
structure to one foot above the Base Flood Elevation.

The combined mitigation efforts of the Town of Westport are estimated at a benefit to
cost ratio of three to one. As the first community in Connecticut to have an approved
Hazard Mitigation Plan, Westport has served as a model for the communities of Milford
and East Haven.
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Quick Facts

Sector:

Public

Cost:

Amount Not Available

Primary Activity/Project:

Elevation, Structural

Primary Funding:

Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA)
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