
 

 

Mapleton Elevations Above Floodwaters
 

Full Mitigation Best Practice Story 

Lane County, Oregon
 
Mapleton, OR - Located in the unincorporated coastal region of Lane County along the
Siuslaw River, Mapleron has experienced flooding most recently in December 1997. This
logging town has been subject to recurring floods throughout its history. The Siuslaw River
valley is narrow, with steep mountains that rise up directly from the floodplain. The coastal
range mountains are famous for their high rainfall and unstable soils, both factors that
contribute to recurring flood events. The State climatologist has indicated that the area is
entering into a cycle of wet years, which will ensure the continued impacts to the
community if no action is taken. In February 1996, the rapid rise in the Siuslaw River and heavy rain caused numerous
problems in Lane County, including landslides and heavy flooding.
 
In August 1997, Lane County decided to mitigate the recurring damages caused by the heavy rains and flooding in Mapleton.
The objective of this project was to mitigate damage to structures in future flood events by elevating 20 structures above the
base flood elevation.
 
On December 28, 1998, after the first phase of elevations was complete, the river came knocking at their doors, but it never
found its way in for the residents who participated in the elevation projects. The Siuslaw at Mapleton was more than 9 feet
above flood stage. This time, the residents who raised their homes escaped with minimal damage. The December 1998 flood
was a 25-year flood. Thus far, the project saved over $900,000 in avoided damages for the residents in Lane County.
 
 
Standard Homeowner's insurance policies do not cover flood damage. The National Flood Insurance Program makes Federally
backed flood insurance available to homeowners, renters, and business owners in participating communities.
 

 

Activity/Project Location

Geographical Area: Single County (County-wide)

FEMA Region: Region X

State: Oregon

County: Lane County
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Key Activity/Project Information

Sector: Public

Hazard Type: Flooding

Activity/Project Type: Elevation, Structural

Structure Type: Wood Frame

Activity/Project Start Date: 08/1997

Activity/Project End Date: 09/1998

Funding Source: Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP); Local Sources

Funding Recipient: Local Government

Funding Recipient Name: Lane County Oregon

Activity/Project Economic Analysis

Cost:  $1,000,000.00 (Actual)

Activity/Project Disaster Information

Mitigation Resulted From Federal
Disaster? Yes

Federal Disaster #: 1099 , 02/09/1996

Value Tested By Disaster? Yes

Tested By Federal Disaster #: No Federal Disaster specified

Year First Tested: 1998

Repetitive Loss Property? Unknown

Reference URLs

Reference URL 1: http://www.fema.gov/business/nfip/

Reference URL 2: http://www.floodsmart.gov/

Main Points

The objective was to mitigate damage to structures in future flood events by elevating 20 structures above the base flood
elevation.

•

On December 28, 1998, after the first phase of elevations was complete, the river came knocking at their doors, but it
never found its way in for the residents who participated in the elevation projects.

•

This time, the residents who raised their homes escaped with minimal damage. The December 1998 flood was a 25-year
flood. Thus far, the project saved over $900,000 in avoided damages for the residents in Lane County.

•
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