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Storm Shutters Cause for Celebration
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Brevard County, Florida

Brevard County, FL — Storm shutters for most people mean protection from damage
during severe weather. For Bill Steenson who lives in Vierra, Florida, getting ready for a
serious weather event by mounting storm shutters has its rewards.

Steenson and his neighbors have enjoyed a number of “shutter” parties in the last few
years as Florida has had more than its share of “wet weather.”

“We [the neighborhood] get together to help everyone get their shutters up, then we have a party when we get done,” Steenson
says. One of his neighbors is an 80-year-old widow. Neighbors surround her home to ensure her storm shutters are properly
put in place.

Mounting storm shutters is not an easy task. Steenson and his neighbors must work fast to follow the “24-hour rule” — the
shutters may not put up more than 24 hours before a hurricane and must be removed within 24 hours after the storm passes.

When severe weather is looming, Steenson gets the galvanized steel shutters out of his garage and divides them accordingly.
They are numbered to match the various windows of his house. Steenson must unscrew the bolts next to the windows, hang
the shutter on the bolts and tighten them.

“It takes about an hour,” Steenson says.

When Steenson built his house in 2003, he was required by state law to install the shutters. Since then, he has come to realize
that storm shutters are one of the most effective ways to protect your home. Shutters are needed for all windows, sliding glass
doors, and skylights. Manufactured shutters are available in wood, aluminum, or steel.

Steenson admits to feeling a little claustrophobic when the shutters are up and blocking the natural light, but he knows that his
home is safer from wind damage and flying debris. Having storm shutters also increases the value of his house and saved him
over $60 on his homeowner’s insurance.

Activity/Project Location

Geographical Area: Single County in a State
FEMA Region: Region IV
State: Florida
County: Brevard County

City/Community: Palm Shores
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Key Activity/Project Information

Sector: Private
Hazard Type: Hurricane/Tropical Storm
Activity/Project Type: Building Codes; Retrofitting, Structural; Flood Insurance
Structure Type: Concrete, Reinforced
Activity/Project Start Date: 04/2003
Activity/Project End Date: Ongoing

Funding Source: Property Owner, Residential

Activity/Project Economic Analysis

Cost: Amount Not Available

Activity/Project Disaster Information

Mitigation Resulted From Federal
Disaster? No

Value Tested By Disaster? No

Repetitive Loss Property? No

Reference URLs

Reference URL 1: http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1641

Main Points

No Main Points were entered.

Bill Steenson prepares to install storm shutters
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