We've long recognized from a
psychological standpoint, that people
are affected more by knowing that their
houses going to be under "X" feet of
water, than just knowing that there's a
possibility albeit somewhat in this
hundred year zone, that it might flood. 

I'm Gerry Galloway, I'm Glenn L. Martin
Institute Professor of Engineering at
the University of Maryland. 

And I've been in the flood business
longer but I want to think about. I did
my first flood maps in the early
nineteen seventies. 

Well very clearly, the flood maps we
have right now are very useful in
setting up flood risk zones for
insurance, so people could say "I'm in
this zone or that zone."

They have not been very effective in
my opinion, in the opinion of the people
in this field, in deterring people from
occupying locations in the flood zone.

They just don't understand what that
means. We're in or out of the zone.

I think having this kind of information
is going to permit local officials to
make better judgments on how to control
the use of the land in the floodplain. 

It's going to help us decide and inform
people where are good places to live. 

Where should you consider building a
home and if you're considering building
a home in the area, what are going to
be the impacts of a flood in this area.

Up to now, they've said "it's near the
river, it might flood." 

Now we're going to be able to say, "it's
near river, and when the hundred year
flood comes or the five hundred year
flood comes, or even the fifty year
flood, 

you're going to have this much water in
your particular structure", and that's
going to make the difference. 

They have the information that lets them
understand more and more and you combine
this with "hazus", tools that will tell
you that it's going to cost this much,
and the repair costs are going to be
this much. 

And tie it in to the experience of
cities like Cedar Rapids and Nashville,
people that have flooded recently,
they'll be able to see, "if I had that
much water and this is what it’s going
to mean to me, I don't want to live
there. 

So it's going to change the way people
think about the floodplain. 

I would guarantee you, that if you went
into a public meeting in a local
community that had the potential or
already had flood problems, and put on
the screen before them these various
products and showed them what they
could learn about their community, learn
about their personal risk, what this
would mean to them, when those citizens
left that particular meeting, they would
demand that that information be given to
them immediately. It wouldn't be a
matter of, "Am I going to use it", it's
"how soon can I get it", and so we
collectively, the flood plain management
community around the world, ought to be
looking for ways to take these new
products and put them to better use and
find innovative ways to get this
information to the public. I know many
of you are football fans, basketball
fans and you have great faith in your
team. I have one thing I want to leave
[bookmark: _GoBack]you with as a message: Fear the Turtle!
