We saw ourselves in partnership with
FEMA. We said, how can we partner with
you on this project. Here's what we’re
doing and can you guys do your part. My
name's Frank Evangelisti, I'm the
Commissioner of Planning for Broome
County. Putting aside flood mapping and
all those issues we had engaged in a
multi-year process to redevelop what we
call the Brandywine Corridor. It's an
industrial corridor in the heart of
Binghampton. We started a process of
engaging the community in what's a good
vision for this area because it is the
gateway to Binghampton. Thousands and
thousands of cars pass by that area
everyday so there's a lot of traffic, a
lot of visibility, a lot of opportunity
for business that could build off that
traffic, and there's properties that are
publicly owned that could be a catalyst
for development. So, we start this
redevelopment process and right in the
middle of it, new preliminary DFIRMS
were released which basically put the
entire Brandywine Corridor into the one
hundred year floodplain, which was
shocking to everyone because this area
is far removed from the rivers. So, we
took a look at those maps and there is a
very clear pinch point, there's a
rail-road overpass that forms a very
clear carrier for the flood waters from
the river to the Brandywine Corridor and
it just fills up like a bowl. And we
took that to FEMA and said, "take a look
at this, what you guys think, is this
something that is either an error or is
it something that we could look at as a
mitigation project." So, FEMA gave us
all of the background information. Their
mitigation interests, the thing that was
a key part of our interest when working
with FEMA was, "here's the specific
problem, what's the solution, we don't
know, we've never done this before, we
don't want to spend a hundred thousand
dollars on engineering for something
that is not feasible." We will be using
the depth grids for technical analysis
and to understand for specific areas,
how specific buildings could be
mitigated. The flood risk database will
also be a part of our hazard mitigation
plan to understand where there were the
greatest risk is that we will be using
that flood risk assessment as foundation
for our hazard mitigation plan which is
A: a FEMA requirement and B: something
that we need to have. We'll be using
those products when we do grant writing
efforts, not just to FEMA, but to any
entity and we're going to have to
explain to funding agencies in the
private sector, "ok, it's in the flood
plain but here's the risk, here's the
reality of it, we're on the fringe,
we're going to mitigate against that, or
we're going to design the building to
withstand that." So, those are all
products that we're going to use
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