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Open Slate: Hurricane Sandy left thousands of hazardous items strewn over impacted areas. FEMA and the Environmental Protection Agency have teamed up to collect items that could be harmful to the communities. 
Margret Alferman, On-Scene Coordinator - EPA
We are running a household hazardous waste collection pad. We have crews out in the field doing curbside pick-up of household hazardous wastes. We are also coordinating the pick-up of orphaned containers, which are drums or any other container that were dislodged and migrated to areas in the marsh land and other and other areas where it isn’t their home. 
The crews go out in their trucks, and they pick up the waste that people have segregated from their normal trash. And then, they bring it back here and we unload the tucks and sort it, and we also allow people to come and drop off their household wastes. 
Any kind of chemicals, waste oils, paints, paint thinner, automotive products, batteries, any kind of household chemicals that may be harmful if they go into the normal construction-demolition waste stream that we’re getting in the piles outside the homes. 

We’ll set-up the transpiration and disposal of everything on site. We’ll be collecting everything and shipping it off site for proper disposal.   
