[bookmark: _GoBack]We have about eighty nine thousand miles of rivers and streams in Kentucky. In the eastern part of the state, we have very hilly and mountainous terrains, so you deal with a lot of flash flood issues. Whereas, in the western part of the state, the terrain is more gentle, rolling hills and flat farmland, so you have more large river and flooding types of issues. My name is Carey Johnson, I'm the Cooperating Technical Partners Program Manager with the Kentucky Division of Water. I oversee the RiskMAP Program. There's lots of products. I'm excited about all of them. I would say the most important and most powerful tool of the RiskMAP products is this flood risk geo-database. There's also a watershed based flood risk map and then also the flood risk report, which is watershed based as well. It's much better and much more technically sound to look at the flooding conditions over an entire watershed because water doesn't stop at a county boundary. You may have communities that really never spoken or coordinated much before but they do share a watershed, and until they realize that they share a watershed, you know, they may not understand that a problem that occurs in X community maybe directly affecting Y community. Or the other way around, there may be mitigation efforts in X community that help downstream Y community. So through RiskMAP and the funding, some of the funding that we've recieved from FEMA to go out and actually collect the terrain data using LiDAR, we've been able to show that other state agencies and they see the value, not only from the initial commitment, which is fairly sizable commitment to actually collect the data, but in the end, the cost savings have really been shown to be anywhere from 3 - 1, to 15 - 1 as far as investment is concerned, so you know, in showing some of that data to the other agencies, such as the Transportation Cabinet, abandoned mine lands, forestry departments, even our division of geographic information, they've seen the value of new topography that is easily used and really has a practical application. Born and raised in Kentucky, northern Kentucky, and really since I started my career at the division of Water, I've really seen a difference statewide and not only the flood risk management piece but also the understanding piece. But when it really comes down to it, the first responders are always the local responders, so the idea being behind RiskMAP is to really help those first responders understand what the risk is and help communicate that to their citizens. So, hopefully by the citizens understanding what the risks are and the local officials understanding what the risks are, there's better management, not only from the top down, but the bottom up.
