FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
Victor Valley Wastewater Reclamation Authority
Upper Narrows Fipelines Replacement Project
FEMA-1952-DR-C A, PW #8528

The Victor Valley Wastewater Reclamation Authority (VVWRA) has applied for funds through the California
Emergency Management Agency to the U_S. Depaniment of Homeland Security”s Federnl Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) Region IX Public Assistance Program to restore sewer service. Damaged occurred as a result of
the flood event between December 17, 2010, to Jamuary 4, 2011, known as the Presidentially declared disaster
FEMA-DR-1952-CA. The portion of the sewer system which conveyed 14 million gallons per day was located m
the Mojave River and failed as a result of the disaster. The damaged sewer line was replaced with temporary sewnge
conveyance facilities which are inadequate for permanent use. FEMA proposes to provide funding to VVWRA 10
pertmanently restore sewer service [PW B28),

YVWRA proposes 1o restore the function and capacity of the damaged Mojave River sewer line, The proposal
involves placing the new sewer line a5 deep as possible under the Mojave River and relocating  that portion of the
sewer line on the west side of the Mojave River out of the riverbed, and constructing it along the sireets in the
adjacent City of Victorville, The existing damaged interceptor would remain within the riverbed and become fish
habitat. The exposed manholes would be closed in place or removed if possible, to limit the visual appearance of
any remains of the pipeline. The proposed action would use a combiation of construction technologies o route
flow through and around the Upper Namows section of the Mojave River, including horizontal directional drilling
(HDDY), tunneling, jack and bore, and open trenching, and would install high-density polyethylene (HDPE)}-type
pipeline or other state-of-the-ant pipeline material, rather than the same pipe type that s currently used for the sewer
line, which is vitrified clay pipe. The approximate total linear fioet of replacement pipeline is 6,430,

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended, FEMA has prepared a Final
Environmenial Assessment (EA) Upper Narrows Pipelines Replacement Praject {April 20013) 1o evaluate the
impacis of the Proposed Action and alternatives on the quality of the human environment. The Final EA includes
mepsures that will be implemented to mitigate, minimize, and avoid impacis to the human environment, The Final
EA was prepared afier a Draft EA was submitted for public review and comment. FEMA incorporated relevant
comments inle the Final EA. The Final EA s available online at waow. vwwra.org.

Based upon the comditions snd the information contained in the Final EA, a review of the applicable laws or orders,
and compliance with FEMAs regulations in 44 CFR Part 10 (Environmental Considerations) and 44 CFR Part 9
(Flocdplain Management and Wetland Protection), ihe [ollowing 1= concluded:

A Finding of No Significant Impact. Therefore an Environmental Impact Statement will not be prepared. For more
information, contact the undersigned at (510) 627-7027 or ferna-rix-ehp-documents@@izma dhs goy

Mo action will be allowed w occur until 15 days after publication of this Finding of Mo Significant Impact.
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