
Calendar 

July 1: St. Roch Park Ribbon 
Cutting, New Orleans 

July 4: Independence Day 

July 9: Phillis Wheatley 
School Groundbreaking, New 
Orleans  

McDonogh 35 School 
Breaks Ground 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FEMA’s Louisiana Recovery 
Office Public Assistance 
Officer Eddie Williams joined 
Orleans Parish Public School 
Board President Ira Thomas 
and several city council and 
state representatives on June 
20 to break ground on the 
future site of McDonogh 35.  

The state-of-the-art school 
will include a library/media 
center and computer labs; 
arts, music, and drama 
facilities; and a full 
auditorium. 

Funding is provided through 
the $1.8 billion FEMA 
Recovery School District/
Orleans Parish School Board 
single settlement.  

Construction is estimated for 
a May 2015 completion. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

IMPORTANT:  

Guidance for Alternative Procedures for  
Public Assistance Permanent Work 

On Jan. 29, 2013, President Obama signed into law the Sandy Recovery 
Improvement Act of 2013 (SRIA) that authorized FEMA to make significant 
changes to the Public Assistance program, including grants on the basis of 
fixed estimates, an independent validation of estimates, project 
consolidation and full federal cost share funding for alternate projects. 

The implementation of the alternate 
procedures pilot program is designed to give 
recipients of Public Assistance choices. 
These choices enable communities to make 
decisions that best align with their post-
disaster recovery priorities and continue to 
put them in the driver’s seat of their own 
recovery. Participation in the pilot program is 
voluntary and applies to future major 
disasters. It may also apply in previous major 
disasters for permanent work where 
construction has not yet begun.   

After a major disaster, a subgrantee may 
choose to participate in the Public  

Assistance alternative procedures pilot program. 

If a subgrantee chooses to receive federal reimbursement on actual costs 
they will follow the current standard process and procedures of the Public 
Assistance program. If a subgrantee chooses to receive a subgrant on the 
basis of a fixed estimate they will have certain benefits and an increased 
amount of flexibility in the use of their grant funding. A subgrantee may 
choose to consolidate subgrants across categories of work; retain use of 
excess funds under the subgrant and use for approved purposes; eliminate 
the reduction in funding when choosing to do an alternate project; and have 
access to an independent expert panel to have cost estimates validated 
that have a federal share of at least $5 million. 

Please note that there is a 9 month timeframe for agreement on the 
cost estimate of the fixed grant for major disasters declared prior to 
the issuance of this guide. The 9-month timeframe began on May 20, 
2013. The entire pilot program guidance can be found at www.fema.gov/
public-assistance-local-state-tribal-and-non-profit/alternative-procedures. 

 

 

 

              LRO Contacts  
 

News Desk: (504) 762-2477   
Outreach Lead Amy Connolly: (225) 762-2048  / Amy.Connolly@fema.dhs.gov   
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