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Latest Recovery Events include New School and Community Center

In the past two weeks, FEMA has helped celebrate the opening of a community
center and the groundbreaking of a new school, both damaged by Hurricane Katrina
and rebuilt in part with grant money from FEMA'’s Public Assistance program.

The New Orleans Recreation Depart-
ment’s summer programming kicked off
Monday, June 3, with the ribbon cutting
on Lyons Community Center in the
city’s Irish Channel neighborhood. Orig-
inally built in 1954, the center was
spared from Katrina’s floodwaters, yet
incurred significant wind damage to the
windows and roof structure resulting in
rain infiltration. FEMA provided
$471,144 to help repair the gymnasium,
as well as an outdoor pool, playground
equipment and lighting. FEMA'’s Louisiana Recovery Office Deputy Director of Pro-
grams Andre Cadogan spoke at the event, alongside CNO Mayor Mitch Landrieu
and New Orleans City Councilmembers Jackie Clarkson and Latoya Cantrell.

Lyons Center Ribbon Cutting

On Wed., June 12, the Recovery
School District broke ground on
Morris Jeff Community School at
the new Fisk-Howard Facility in
Mid-City New Orleans. It is one of
88 New Orleans public schools to
benefit from the noteworthy $1.8
billion single settlement funding
provided by FEMA. All structures
on the Fisk-Howard campus were
demolished and a new, state-of-
the-art, 110,695-square-foot facility has been planned for the site.

Morris Jeff School Groundbreaking

In the News: How Social Media is Changing Disaster Response

A recent article by Scientific American focuses on “the benefits and risks of using
Facebook, Twitter and other social media during emergencies.” Read the full article
online at Scientific American.

June 18: Joe Bartholomew
Clubhouse Groundbreaking,
New Orleans

June 19-23: 2013 Points of
Light's Conference on
Volunteering and Service

June 19: New Orleans Police
Department Firing Range
Ribbon Cutting

June 20-26: National Sheriffs
Association Annual
Conference

June 20: McDonogh 35 High
School Groundbreaking, New
Orleans

Start a Community
Preparedness Program

FEMA'’s “Preparedness
Activities for Communities
Everywhere” tools (in English
and Spanish) are designed to
educate individuals and
communities about simple
steps they can take to
become prepared. FEMA'’s
Individual and Community
Preparedness Division
worked with the Emergency
Management Institute to
create a curriculum that
serves the needs and
interests of the whole
community. This curriculum
can be used as an initial step
to learn about preparedness
or to supplement existing
efforts. View the free, online
Program Leaders Guide.
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