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In support of the president’s call to prepare, the Federal Emergency Management
Agency and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration have partnered
again to promote National Hurricane Preparedness Week, and are calling upon
Americans to Pledge to prepare this hurricane season.

These actions can save lives and protect property anywhere - at home, in schools,
in your neighborhood and in the workplace. National Hurricane Preparedness Week
began May 26 and extends through June 1 and highlights the importance of plan-
ning ahead to protect our families and secure our communities and homes in ad-
vance of the upcoming hurricane season.

Recent studies show that many people use social media in the event of a disaster to
let relatives and friends know they are safe. This is an important trend because peo-
ple are most likely to take preparedness steps if they observe the preparations
taken by others. Social media provides the perfect platform to model preparedness
actions for others. For this reason we are asking you to pledge and take the follow-
ing steps:

Know your risk: Understand how hurricanes can affect where you live, work, go to
school and play and how the weather could impact you, your family and your com-
munity. Check the weather forecast regularly and sign up for local alerts from emer-
gency management officials and obtain a NOAA Weather Radio.

Take action: Pledge to develop an emergency plan and practice how and where you
will evacuate if instructed by your emergency management officials. You can also
download FEMA'’s mobile app so you can access important safety tips on what to
do before, during and after a hurricane. Understand the National Hurricane Center
warning and alerts.

Be an Example: Once you have pledged and taken action, be an example by talking
to your family, friends, colleagues, neighbors on what you have done to prepare and
to inspire others.

More information can be found at www.ready.gov/hurricanes.
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Community Resilience
Challenge Awards

The Twin Parish Port District
in Delcambre, La., was
presented May 30 with a
FEMA 2012 Community
Resilience Innovation
Challenge Program Award for
their Safe Harbor Master Plan
for Vermilion Bay project.
FEMA selected 30 recipients
to receive funding under the
program, which focuses on
building local community
resilience to man-made and
natural disasters. Under this
grant, the Port of Delcambre
and Louisiana Sea Grant will
evaluate waterway capacity
near Vermilion Bay to
accommodate seafaring
vessels during storms. The
Greater New Orleans
Development Foundation
also received a grant for their
Greater New Orleans
Resiliency Resource Guide.
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