
Build a Safe Room 

Extreme weather is upon us as recently seen with the tornado in Oklahoma and as we enter hurricane 
season.  In preparation for the season ahead, we are encouraged to know that the occupancy in a safe 
room reduces the probability of injury or death during a natural disaster.  FEMA provides guidance on 
creating “near-absolute protection” safe rooms.   For guidance in creating a safe room for residential 
and community properties visit the links below:  

 Residential Safe Rooms  

 Public and Community Safe Rooms  

 Safe Room Case Studies  

 

Prepare Your Property Now for a Future Storm  

FEMA urges property owners to take steps now to minimize damage from future storms. To better 
protect your family and yourself in the event of an emergency, ensure your home is a safe structure.  

The following are some house maintenance tips from Ready.gov, FEMA.gov and FloodSmart.gov on how 
to strengthen and protect your property from storms with sustained high wind speeds.  

 Cover all of your home’s windows. Permanent storm shutters offer the best protection for 
windows. A second option is to board up windows with 5/8” marine plywood, cut to fit and ready 
to install. Tape does not prevent windows from breaking. Install straps or additional clips to 
securely fasten your roof to the frame structure. This will reduce roof damage.  Be sure trees and 
shrubs around your home are well trimmed so they are more wind resistant. Read more about the 
mitigation model of Louisiana homes using similar roof technology.  

 Clear loose and clogged rain gutters and downspouts.  

 Reinforce your garage doors. If wind enters a garage it can cause dangerous and expensive 
structural damage. Read how two families updated their garages to minimize recent flood 
damage.  

For more information, go to Ready.gov/hurricanes or fema.gov/protect-your-property-or-business-
disaster. 
 

 

Pledge to Prepare: National Preparedness Coalition 

It’s National Hurricane Preparedness Week! Take action today, and join the National Preparedness 
Coalition!  

The National Preparedness Coalition is a free resource for individuals and whole communities looking 
for ways to engage others on preparedness.  With more than 25,000 members, individuals have an 
opportunity to network, share resources and promote local and regional activities raising the awareness 
on disaster preparedness.  

Coalition members have access to hazard related resources, training and certifications.  Members also 
have the opportunity to join the discussion on Community Emergency Response Teams, youth 
engagement and share personal experience and lessons learned in preparing for disaster.   
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All of this more is available by registering now: 
http://community.fema.gov/connect.ti/readynpm/groupHome 
 

Sign Me Up! Volunteer with a Purpose 

When disaster strikes, individuals are ready to volunteer for the cause. Volunteerism is an opportunity 
to give back and help a community in need.  FEMA works with various partners that lead with 
volunteering on the disaster scene, partners such as  American Red Cross, HandsOn Network and 
National Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster  as well as FEMA’s own Community Emergency 
Response Teams.    

Here are some tips when selecting a volunteer organization:  

 Contact and join an established nonprofit organization that will help to ensure you are properly 
trained before responding to a disaster.  

 Be safe. Do not self-deploy. Also do not deploy until a need has been identified and the 
community has requested support.  

 Be patient.  Recovery is a long process that can take months or years after the disaster.  

 

Dates for Your Calendar! 

 June 5: 2013 FEMA Individual and Community Preparedness Awards Application Period Deadline  

 May 26 – June 1: National Hurricane Preparedness Week  

 June 4 – 7:  National Homeland Security Conference  

 June 19 – 23: 2013 Points of Light's Conference on Volunteering and Service  

 May to December: Regional Emergency Management Summits  
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