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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 PROJECT AUTHORITY 

Hurricane Katrina made landfall on August 29, 2005 near the town of Buras, Louisiana with 
sustained winds of more than 125 mph. President George W. Bush declared a major disaster for 
the State of Louisiana (FEMA-1603-DR-LA) on August 29, 2005, authorizing the Department of 
Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to provide federal 
assistance in designated areas of Louisiana. FEMA is administering this disaster assistance 
pursuant to the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (Stafford Act), 
PL 93-288, as amended. Section 404 of the Stafford Act authorizes FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation 
Grant Program (HMGP) to provide funds to states and local governments to implement long-
term hazard mitigation measures after a major disaster declaration.   

This Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared in accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, the President’s Council on Environmental Quality 
regulations to implement NEPA, 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Parts 1500-1508, and 
FEMA’s regulations implementing NEPA (44 CFR Part 10). FEMA is required to consider 
potential environmental impacts before funding or approving actions and projects.  

The purpose of this EA is to analyze the potential environmental impacts of the proposed 
construction of the St. Bernard Parish Water Treatment Plant Clear Well Pump Station – Holding 
Tank; and the Raw Water Intake Pipe. FEMA will utilize the findings in this EA and the findings 
of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), Water Treatment Plant EA and Finding 
of No Significant Impact (FONSI) dated July 2010 (See Appendix A) to determine whether to 
prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) or a FONSI. CDBG is a grant provided by the 
U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). Funds are awarded to carry out a 
wide range of community development activities directed toward neighborhood revitalization, 
economic development and the provision of improved community facilities and services. FEMA 
will also use the agency consultation letters prepared for the Water Treatment Plant EA because 
the Proposed Action is similar in scope and is within the same footprint as the components 
addressed in the Water Treatment Plant EA.  

 

1.2 PROJECT BACKGROUND 

The existing treatment facilities of the St. Bernard Parish Water Treatment Plant were heavily 
impacted by the flooding from Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Prior to Hurricane Katrina, St. 
Bernard Parish had a water treatment facility which consisted of a 6 Million Gallons per Day 
(MGD) of potable water filtration system built in 1951 and a newer system built in 1974 which 
also had a capacity of 6 MGD. During Hurricane Katrina both water treatments systems were 
flooded and remained submerged for approximately one week. The flooding also damaged the 
operations building, including the associated ancillary equipment and all the piping systems. The 
1951 6 MGD facility was destroyed and abandoned by the Parish Government. The 1974, 6 
MGD facility will be rehabilitated and will remain as a backup system. 

The construction of the 12 MGD Water Treatment Plant, located at 1111 East St. Bernard 
Highway, Chalmette, St. Barnard Parish, Louisiana (Latitude: 29.932083; 
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Longitude: -89.957032) was funded by CDBG. An EA was prepared for this project in July 
2010, and a FONSI was signed by the St. Bernard Parish President, Craig P. Taffaro, Jr., in July 
2010 (Appendix A).  

This new Water Treatment Plant will provide the same capacity as Pre-Katrina levels and will 
raise the critical water components to the 500-year flood elevation of 12 feet. The new design 
will mitigate the potential damages from future storms and flooding events, as well as allow St. 
Bernard Parish to begin water treatment immediately after a major storm without having to repair 
major equipment. In addition, a Raw Water Pump Station will be constructed to replace an 
existing 18 MGD Raw Water Pump Station that was built more than 50 years ago. 

There are two other key components that were not included in the EA prepared in July 2010 for 
the construction of the new Water Treatment Plant: (1) the Clear Well Pump Station - Holding 
Tank (located on the property of the Water Treatment Plant) (Latitude: 29.932292; 
Longitude: -89.956977) and; the (2) Raw Water Intake Pipe (consisting of an intake pipe) 
(Latitude: 29.925828, Longitude: -89.959601) located 0.5 miles from the Water Treatment Plant 
in the Mississippi River (See Appendix C, Figure 2). These two additional key components will 
be the subject of this EA.  

 

 

2.0 PURPOSE AND NEED 
Through HMGP, FEMA provides grants to states and local governments to implement long-term 
hazard mitigation measures. The purpose of HMGP is to reduce the loss of life and property due 
to natural disasters and to enable mitigation measures to be implemented during the immediate 
recovery from a disaster. HMGP is authorized under Section 404 of the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act. 

After the CDBG Water Treatment Plant EA was completed, it was discovered during the 
construction of the Waste Water Treatment Plant that several supporting ancillary structures 
associated with the Waste Water Treatment Plant continued to be problematic.  

It was determined that the 50-year old Clear Well Pump Station – Holding Tank, that had been 
damaged by Hurricane Katrina, was malfunctioning and leaking. The existing tank is completely 
below ground making it a high risk to damage. During Hurricane Katrina, the existing tank was 
submerged under 4 feet of water for several days. It is anticipated that another flooding event 
would damage the Clear Well Pump Station – Holding Tank and contaminate St. Bernard 
Parish’s potable water system.  

Continued usage of this older system increases the health and safety risk for potable drinking 
water availability during natural disasters or other unforeseen events that can cause water 
shortages throughout the Parish. Without replacing the Clear Well Pump Station – Holding Tank, 
the current project is not a complete solution for the Water Treatment Plant under construction. 

The Raw Water Intake Pipe system was constructed in 1954 and has exceeded its useful life. The 
Raw Water Intake Pipe system consist of one (1) 42-inch pipe and one (1) 30-inch pipe that 
connected to the Raw Water Pump Station located in the Mississippi River. After Hurricane 
Katrina, the Raw Water Pump Station intake and discharge pipes in the Mississippi River were 
filled with debris and were leaking at unknown locations. During an attempted connection of the 
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existing Raw Water Intake Pipes to the new Raw Water pump station, it was discovered that both 
Raw Water Intake Pipes were damaged beyond repair. As a result, the piping from the two Raw 
Water Intake Pipes to the new Raw Water pump station were modified as a temporary measure. 

The existing 42-inch Raw Water Intake Pipe is the only source of water to the new water 
treatment plant. Continued usage of the Raw Water Intake Pipes as a temporary measure 
increases the health and safety risk for potable drinking water during natural disasters or other 
unforeseen events that cause water shortages throughout the parish.  

St. Bernard Parish needs to develop a solution that will minimize the contamination of potable 
water during storm events.  

 

 

3.0 ALTERNATIVES 
The NEPA process consists of an evaluation of the environmental effects of a federal 
undertaking, including its alternatives. Three alternatives have been proposed and reviewed 
including, 1) the No Action Alternative, 2) Repair Existing Clear Well Pump Station – Holding 
Tank and Raw Water Intake Pipe and 3) Design and Construct a new Clear Well Pump Station 
and Raw Water Intake Pipe – Proposed Action. 

 

3.1 ALTERNATIVE 1 - NO ACTION 

This alternative would be to leave the current Clear Well Pump Station and Raw Water Intake 
Pipe in their current condition. After a flood event, potential health risks associated with the 
water treatment plant’s inability to maintain potable water production would continue to be a 
problem. This alternative would not meet the purpose and need.  

 

3.2 ALTERNATIVE 2 - DESIGN AND CONSTRUCT A NEW CLEAR 
WELL PUMP STATION – HOLDING TANK AND RAW WATER 
INTAKE PIPE- PROPOSED ACTION 

This alternative will design and construct a new Clear Well Pump Station – Holding Tank to 
replace the old outdated station at the ongoing construction site of the new 12 MGD Water 
Treatment Plant at 1111 E. St. Bernard Highway, Chalmette, Louisiana (Latitude: 29.932292, 
Longitude: -89.956977). The new station will be located at the south end of the new Chemical 
Building. The new station structure will be square, have internal dimensions of 40 feet by 40 
feet, and will be above ground. The new station will provide for a complete new treatment 
process without relying on existing infrastructure that was constructed in the 1970’s. All pumps, 
motors, and controls will be above ground, mitigating any future damage caused by floodwaters 
due to natural disasters or rain events. The new Clear Well Pump Station – Holding Tank will be 
designed with the same capacity as Pre-Katrina, 72,000 gallons of operational storage with two 
9,500 GPM variable speed pumps. The pump station piping and valve control will allow treated 
water to be sent to the existing ground storage tanks, to the filters during cleaning, or a 
combination of the two. The station will transfer clean water from the new water treatment 
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plant’s filters to the existing 3 million gallon and 10 million gallon ground storage tanks on the 
west side of the water plant property. The new station will also supply clean water to backwash 
the new filters when required.  

St. Bernard Parish will also design and construct one new 48-inch Raw Water Intake Pipe from 
the new Raw Water Pump Station in the Mississippi River (Latitude: 29.925828, 
Longitude: -89.959601). Both the 30-inch and the 42-inch Raw Water Intake Pipes will be 
abandon in place. The new 48-inch Raw Water Intake Pipe will handle the same capacity as the 
existing 42-inch and 30-inch pipes currently in place. According to the design engineer, this 
reduction in size, along with the capacity of the new Raw Water Pump Station, will provide the 
same level of capacity (pre-storm) as the 42-inch and 30-inch pipes provided. The pipe will be 
installed through the existing river batture area (the land between the Mississippi River and the 
levees). The total length of pipe installed will be approximately 920 linear feet (See Appendix C, 
Figure 3).  

 

3.3 ALTERNATIVE 3 – REPAIR EXISTING CLEAR WELL PUMP 
STATION - HOLDING TANK AND RAW WATER INTAKE PUMP 
STATION 

This alternative would be to repair the existing Clear Well Pump Station - Holding tank and Raw 
Water Intake Pipe. This alternative would repair existing problems, but would leave the existing 
station at risk to natural disasters, not providing any mitigation to the existing or future problems. 
In addition, repair and replacement work to existing piping to the station and surrounding water 
plant would not be very efficient or cost effective. This alternative would not meet the purpose 
and need and will be eliminated from further consideration. It will not be discussed any further in 
this EA. 

 

 

4.0 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND POTENTIAL IMPACTS 
This section describes the potential impacts of the Proposed Action Alternative and the No-
Action Alternative. Where potential impacts exist, conditions or mitigation measures to offset 
these impacts are detailed. A summary table is provided in Section 4.7. 

 

4.1 PHYSICAL RESOURCES 

4.1.1 Geology, Soils, and Seismicity  

The Proposed Action is located on the geologic formation identified as Alluvium that originated 
from the Mississippi River. The alluvium consists of sandy and gravelly channel deposits 
mantled by sandy to muddy natural levee deposits, with organic-rich muddy backswamp deposits 
in between; coastal marsh deposits are chiefly mud and organic matter (Louisiana Geological 
Survey, 2008). 
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According to documentation from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Soil Survey, this area is composed of 6.5% Cancienne 
Silty Clay Loam, and 93.5% Cancienne and Schriever soils, frequently flooded. Only the 
Cancienne soil series is classified as prime farmland soils (USDA/NRCS, 2012). The NRCS has 
determined in a consultation letter dated February 19, 2010 that the proposed project 
construction areas are located within urban areas and therefore, is exempt from the rules and 
regulations of the Farm Protection Policy Act (FPPA) (See Appendix B). 

The Louisiana gulf coastal region is located along the Gulf-margin Normal Faults, a fault belt 
with very low historical seismicity; the stress field and seismogenic potential of the underlying 
crust are unknown; and, therefore, the ability of the fault belt to generate significant seismic 
ruptures that could cause damaging ground motion is unclear. According to the United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) National Seismic Hazard Maps, the Louisiana Gulf Coast, including 
the proposed project area, is located in the lowest hazard probability area for seismicity (USGS, 
2012).   

 

4.1.2 Air Quality  

The Clean Air Act (CAA) requires that states adopt ambient air quality standards. The standards 
have been established to protect the public from potentially harmful amounts of pollutants. 
Under the CAA, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) establishes primary and 
secondary air quality standards. Primary air quality standards protect the public health, including 
the health of “sensitive populations, such as people with asthma, children, and older adults.” 
Secondary air quality standards protect public welfare by promoting ecosystem health, and 
preventing decreased visibility and damage to crops and buildings. The EPA has set National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for the following six criteria pollutants: ozone, 
particulate matter, nitrogen dioxide, carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, and lead. 

St. Bernard Parish is an attainment parish with the NAAQS for all criteria air pollutants (EPA, 
2013). 

 

Alternative 1 – No Action: No impacts to geology, soils, seismicity or air quality. 

Alternative 2 – Design and construct a new Clear Well Pump Station – Holding tank and Raw 
Water Intake Pipe - Proposed Action: No impacts to geology or seismicity. There will be no 
significant impacts to soils or air quality.  

Soils: Implement construction Best Management Practices (BMPs); install silt 
fences/straw bales to reduce sedimentation. Area soils would be covered and/or wetted 
during construction. If fill is stored on site as part of unit installation or removal, the 
contractor would be required to appropriately cover it. Construction contractor would be 
required to obtain a Louisiana Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (LPDES) permit, 
if applicable, and implement stormwater pollution prevention plan. The Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) has stormwater general permits for 
construction areas equal to or greater than one (1) acre. It is recommended that the LDEQ 
Water Permit Division be contacted to determine whether the proposed improvements 
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require one of these permits. All precaution will be observed to control nonpoint source 
pollution from construction activities. 

Air Quality: No significant air quality impacts are anticipated. However, during 
construction, there is a potential for short-term localized increase in vehicle emissions 
and dust particles. Vehicle operation times would be kept to a minimum. Area soils 
would be covered and/or wetted during construction to minimize dust.   

 

4.2 WATER RESOURCES 

4.2.1 Wetlands 

The United States Army Corps Engineers (USACE) regulates the discharge of dredged or fill 
material into waters of the U.S., including wetlands, pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water 
Act. Wetlands are identified as those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or 
groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and under normal circumstances 
do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. The 
USACE also regulates the building of structures in waters of the U.S. pursuant to the Rivers and 
Harbors Act. 

Executive Order (EO) 11990, Protection of Wetlands, directs federal agencies to minimize the 
destruction, loss, or degradation of wetlands and to preserve and enhance the values of wetlands 
for federally funded projects. FEMA regulations for complying with EO 11990 are found at 44 
CFR Part 9, Floodplain Management and Protection of Wetlands. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) map did not identify wetlands within the 
proposed project area that could be adversely affected by the project.   

For the Construction of the Clear Well Pump Station, the USACE correspondence dated January 
27, 2010, stated “…we have determined that this property is not in a wetland subject to Corps’ 
Jurisdiction. A Department of the Army permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will 
not be required for the deposition or redistribution of dredged or fill material on this site.” (See 
Appendix B). 

For repair of the Raw Water Intake Pipe, the Applicant must adhere to the conditions of the 
USACE New Orleans District General Permit 22 (NOD-22) dated July 16, 2009. All 
coordination pertaining to these activities and Applicant compliance with any conditions should 
be documented and copies forwarded to the state and FEMA for inclusion in the permanent 
project files (See Appendix B). 

 

4.2.2 Water Quality 

The Clean Water Act (CWA), as amended, is the primary federal law in the United States 
regulating water pollution (P.L. 92–500, 33 U.S.C. §1251). The CWA regulates water quality of 
all discharges into “waters of the United States.” Both wetlands and “dry washes” (channels that 
carry intermittent or seasonal flow) are considered “waters of the United States.” Administered 
by EPA, the CWA protects and restores water quality using both water quality standards and 
technology-based effluent limitations. The EPA publishes surface water quality standards and 
toxic pollutant criteria in 40 CFR, Part 131.  
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The CWA also established the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
permitting program (Section 402) to regulate and enforce discharges into waters of the U.S. The 
NPDES permit program focuses on point-source outfalls associated with industrial wastewater 
and municipal sewage discharges. Congress has delegated to many states the responsibility to 
protect and manage water quality within their legal boundaries by establishing water quality 
standards and identifying waters not meeting these standards. States are also responsible for 
managing the NPDES system. 

Under the Louisiana Water Control Law, Louisiana controls and regulates the discharged waste 
materials, pollutants, and other substances into Louisiana waters in order to properly protect and 
maintain the state's waters. The LDEQ is the state agency responsible for administering the 
NPDES Program known as Louisiana's Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (LPDES).  

In a letter dated August 13, 2009, the LDEQ has indicated that a Louisiana Water Quality 
Certification will not be required because this project has been issued a NOD-22 (See Appendix 
B). However, to minimize indirect impacts (soil erosion, sedimentation, dust and other 
construction-related disturbances) to the areas surrounding the proposed action, the following 
best management practices should be included into the daily operations of construction activities: 
silt screens, barriers (e.g., hay bales), berms/dikes, and/or fences to be placed where and as 
needed. Fencing should be placed for marking staging areas to store construction equipment and 
supplies as well as conduct maintenance/repair operations. All precautions should be observed to 
control nonpoint source pollution from construction activities.  

For the construction of the Raw Water Intake Pipe, per the USACE letter dated July 16, 2009, 
the Applicant will be responsible for meeting the special conditions in the NOD-22. The 
Applicant will be responsible for requesting a Water Quality Certification per the LDEQ letter 
dated August 13, 2009 (See Appendix B). 

The EPA stated in their response letter dated October 21 and October 28, 2009 that “the project 
does not lie within the boundaries of a designated sole source aquifer and is thus not eligible for 
review under the Sole Source Aquifer program.” (See Appendix B) 

According to the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources (LDNR) Strategic Online Natural 
Resources Information System (SONRIS) database, there are no groundwater areas of concern in 
the project vicinity. According to the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development 
(LADOTD) database, accessed via SONRIS, no recorded drinking water wells are located within 
the project vicinity; however, there may be unrecorded drinking wells near the project work 
areas (SONRIS, 2013). 

 

4.2.3 Floodplains 

Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain Management) requires federal agencies to avoid direct or 
indirect support or development within the 100-year floodplain whenever there is a practicable 
alternative. FEMA’s regulations for complying with EO 11988 are found at 44 CFR Part 9, 
Floodplain Management and Protection of Wetlands. FEMA uses Flood Insurance Rate Maps 
(FIRMs) to identify the regulatory 100-year floodplain for the National Flood Insurance 
Program.  
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In July 2005, FEMA initiated a series of flood insurance studies for many of the Louisiana 
coastal parishes as part of the Flood Map Modernization effort through FEMA’s National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP). These studies were necessary because the flood hazard and risk 
information shown on many FIRMs was developed during the 1970s, and the physical terrain 
had changed significantly, such as major loss of wetland areas. After hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita, FEMA expanded the scope of work to include all of coastal Louisiana. The magnitude of 
the impacts of hurricanes Katrina and Rita reinforced the urgency to obtain additional flood 
recovery data for the coastal zones of Louisiana. More detailed analysis was possible because 
new data obtained after the hurricanes included information on levees and levee systems, new 
high-water marks, and new hurricane parameters (FEMA RiskMap6.com, 2013). 

During an initial post-hurricane analysis, FEMA determined that the “100-Year” or 1-percent 
chance storm flood elevations on FIRMs for many Louisiana communities, referred to as Base 
Flood Elevations (BFEs), were too low. FEMA created recovery maps showing the extent and 
magnitude of storm surge damage after hurricanes Katrina and Rita, as well as information on 
other storms over the past 25 years (FEMA RiskMap6.com, 2013). The 2006 advisory flood data 
shown on the recovery maps for the Louisiana-declared disaster areas show high-water marks 
surveyed after the storm; flood limits developed from these surveyed points; and Advisory Base 
Flood Elevations, or Advisory Base Flood Elevation (ABFEs). The recovery maps and other 
advisory data were developed to assist parish officials, homeowners, business owners, and other 
affected citizens with their recovery and rebuilding efforts (FEMA RiskMap6.com, 2013). 

Updated preliminary flood hazard maps from an intensive five-year mapping project guided by 
FEMA are now provided to all Louisiana coastal parishes. The new maps released in early 2008, 
known as Preliminary Digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps (DFIRMs), are based on the most 
technically advanced flood insurance studies ever performed for Louisiana, followed by multiple 
levels of review. The DFIRMs provide communities with a more scientific approach to economic 
development, hazard mitigation planning, emergency response and post-flood recovery (FEMA 
RiskMap6.com, 2013). 

The USACE recently completed the Hurricane and Storm Damage Risk Reduction System 
(HSDRRS) for the Greater New Orleans (GNO) area (Miller, 2011). This 350-mile system of 
levees, floodwalls, surge barriers, and pump stations will reduce the flood risk associated with a 
storm event. In September of 2011, the USACE provided FEMA with assurances that the 
HSDRRS is capable of defending against a storm surge with a one percent (1%) annual chance 
event of occurring in any given year (Miller, 2011). The areas protected include portions of St. 
Bernard, St. Charles, Jefferson, Orleans, and Plaquemines parishes. FEMA has now begun 
revising the preliminary DFIRMs within the HSDRRS to incorporate the reduced flood risk 
associated with the system improvements.  

The 2008 Preliminary DFIRMs do not consider the completion of the HSDRRS. In many areas, 
the flood risk has been significantly reduced due to heightened protection. To ensure that the best 
available data is used when reviewing and approving grant applications within the HSDRRS, 
FEMA will re-examine individual grant reconstruction projects using sound engineering data and 
judgment. The case-by-case review may indicate that the source of best available flood risk data 
for a reconstruction project is preliminary DFIRMs, ABFEs, or other relevant sound engineering 
data. No project should be built to a floodplain management standard that is less protective than 
what the community has adopted in local ordinances through their participation in the National 
Flood Insurance Program (Miller, 2011). 
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On November 9, 2012, revised Preliminary DFIRMS were made available to the Proposed 
Project area in St. Bernard Parish and are now considered best available data for purposes of 
required elevations for reconstruction projects. 

In compliance with FEMA policy implementing EO 11988, Floodplain Management, the 
proposed project was reviewed for possible impacts associated with occupancy or modification 
to a floodplain. St. Bernard Parish enrolled in the NFIP on March 13, 1970. 

 

Alternative 1 – No Action: No impacts to water quality, wetlands or floodplains. 

Alternative 2 – Design and construct a new Clear Well Pump Station – Holding Tank and Raw 
Water Intake Pipe - Proposed Action:  

Wetlands: The proposed action alternative would have no impact on wetlands or other 
waters of the U.S. USACE has determined this property (Clear Well Pump Station) is not 
in a wetland subject to Corps’ Jurisdiction, therefore permits are not required under 
Section 404 Section 404 of the Clean Water Act or Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors 
Act. In addition, the site would not be considered as a wetland under EO 11990. 
Construction of the Raw Water Intake Pipe located in the Mississippi River would 
require a USACE general permit and a local levee board permit (See Appendix B). 

Water Quality: No impacts to water quality. However, to minimize indirect impacts to the 
areas surrounding the proposed action, best management practices should be included 
into the daily operations of construction activities. Applicant must contact the LDEQ to 
determine if a LPDES permit is required. If required, the contractor must follow all 
requirements of the LPDES permit including all applicable BMPs.  

The LDEQ may require stormwater general permits for construction areas equal to or 
greater than one (1) acre. It is recommended that the LDEQ Water Permit Division be 
contacted to determine whether the proposed improvements require one of these permits.  

All precaution will be observed to control nonpoint source pollution from construction 
activities. The contractor should observe all precautions to protect the groundwater of the 
region. The LDNR Office of Conservation should be contacted if any unregistered 
drinking water wells are encountered during construction work.   

All work associated with project that is conducted on potable water systems must comply 
with applicable sections of the federal Safe Drinking Water Act and state regulations 
under Louisiana Title 51 Part XII (otherwise known as the Louisiana Public Health-
Sanitary code and related State Plumbing code). 

Floodplains: As per the Preliminary DFIRM 22087C0487D dated November 9, 2012, the 
Clear Well Pump Station is located in the X Zone (500-year floodplain or 0.2% annual 
chance flood hazard). The Raw Water Intake Pipe is located in an AE Zone (100-year 
floodplain or 1% annual chance flood hazard).  

Federal guidelines promulgated in 44 CFR 9.4 define activities and facilities that even a 
slight chance of flooding poses too great a threat as a Critical Action. The minimum 
floodplain of concern for critical actions is the 500-year floodplain, i.e., critical action 
floodplain. Critical actions include, but are not limited to, those which create or extend 
the useful life of structures or facilities. As a result, these actions are given special 
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consideration when formulating regulatory alternatives and floodplain management 
plans. These facilities are to be elevated to or above the 500-year flood level or the utility 
and sanitary facilities that are below the 500-year flood level have walls that are 
substantially impermeable to the passage of water and with structural components having 
the capacity of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and effects of buoyancy. To 
comply with EO 11988, Floodplain Management, FEMA is required to follow the 
procedure outlined in 44 CFR Part 9 to assure that alternatives to the action have been 
considered. This procedure is known as the EO 11988 - Floodplain Management Eight-
Step Decision Making Process. In accordance with EO 11988, FEMA’s Eight-Step 
Planning Process for Floodplains was completed to identify, minimize, and mitigate 
floodplain impacts (Appendix D). 

Both the Clear Well Pump Station – Holding Tank and the Raw Water Intake Pipe would 
be considered as functionally dependent on their location to be able to intake raw water 
from the Mississippi River. The proposed construction will have no impacts on flood 
elevations, nor will it increase development in this fully built-out area. 

In compliance with FEMA policy implementing EO 11988, Floodplain Management, the 
proposed project was reviewed for possible impacts associated with occupancy or 
modification to a floodplain. The Clear Well Pump Station would not likely affect the 
functions and values of the 100-year floodplain as the structure would not impede or 
redirect flood flows. The proposed reconstruction of the Clear Well Pump Station will be 
located within the new water treatment plant among existing structures. 

New construction must be compliant with current codes and standards. St. Bernard Parish 
is required to coordinate with the local floodplain administrator regarding floodplain 
permit(s) prior to the start of any activities. All coordination pertaining to these activities 
and Applicant compliance with any conditions should be documented and copies 
forwarded to the state and FEMA for inclusion in the permanent project files.  

 

4.3 COASTAL MANAGEMENT  

The Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 (CZMA) (16 U.S.C. §1451) provides states with the 
authority to determine whether activities of governmental agencies are consistent with federally 
approved State Coastal Zone Management Plans. The intent of the CZMA is to prevent any 
additional loss of living marine resources, wildlife, and nutrient-enriched areas; alterations in 
ecological systems; and decreases in undeveloped areas available for public use. 

St. Bernard Parish lies entirely within the Louisiana Coastal Zone and as a result, the proposed 
project will be subject to the rules and regulations of CZMA. In addition, the proposed activity is 
a use of state concern in accordance with Louisiana R.S. 49:214.5.  

 

Alternative 1 – No Action: no impact. 

Alternative 2 – Design and construct a new Clear Well Pump Station-Holding Tank and the Raw 
Water Intake Pipe - Proposed Action: Construction of the Clear Well Pump Station-Holding 
Tank and the Raw Water Intake Pipe would have no impact on coastal resources. The LDNR – 
Louisiana Office of Coastal Management indicated in correspondence letters dated November 
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18, 2009 and March 23, 2010 that the project is consistent with the Louisiana Coastal Resource 
Program. However, the project may require a Coastal Use Permit (CUP) (See Appendix B). 

After the original CZMA agency correspondence, the LDNR – Louisiana Office of Coastal 
Management issued a statewide letter dated September 28, 2012 indicating that the Louisiana 
Office of Coastal Management determined that the granting of financial assistance is fully 
consistent with the Louisiana Coastal Resources Program. However, the Applicant is responsible 
for coordinating with and obtaining any required CUP or other authorizations from the LDNR 
Office of Coastal Management’s Permits and Mitigation Division prior to initiating work. The 
Applicant must comply with all conditions of the required permits. All coordination pertaining to 
these activities and Applicant compliance with any conditions should be documented and copies 
forwarded to the state and FEMA for inclusion in the permanent project files (See Appendix B). 

 

4.4 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

4.4.1 Threatened and Endangered Species and Critical Habitat 

The Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973 prohibits the taking of listed, threatened, and 
endangered species unless specifically authorized by permit from the USFWS or the National 
Marine Fisheries Service. As defined by the USFWS, “An “endangered” species is one that is in 
danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range. A “threatened” species is 
one that is likely to become endangered in the foreseeable future. The lists the following 
federally threatened and endangered species for St. Bernard Parish: 

Common Name Scientific Name Status 

Piping Plover Charadrius melodus T 

Gulf sturgeon Acipenser oxyrinchus desotoi T 

Pallid sturgeon Scaphirhynchus albus E 

West Indian Manatee Trichechus manatus E 

Louisiana black bear Ursus americanus luteolus T 

Hawksbill sea turtle Eretmochelys imbricata E 

Leatherback sea turtle Dermochelys coriacea E 

Kemp's ridley sea turtle Lepidochelys kempii E 

Green sea turtle Chelonia mydas T 

Source: USFWS, 2012; T = Threatened, E = Endangered 
 

It should be noted that inclusion in the USFWS federally threatened and endangered species list 
does not necessarily imply occurrence of a species in the study area, but simply acknowledges 
the potential of occurrence. 

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) of 1918 makes it unlawful to pursue, hunt, take, 
capture, kill, or sell birds listed in the statute as “migratory birds”. It does not discriminate 
between live or dead birds, and also grants full protection to any bird parts including feathers, 
eggs, and nests. The MBTA is the primary law that affirms or implements the nation’s 
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commitment to four international conventions (with Canada, Japan, Mexico, and Russia) for the 
protection of a shared migratory bird resource. 

EO 13186 (Responsibilities of Federal Agencies to Protect Migratory Birds) strengthens the 
protection of migratory birds and their habitats by directing federal agencies to take certain 
actions that implement the MBTA.  

 

Alternative 1 – No Action: no impact. 

Alternative 2 – Design and construct a new Clear Well Pump Station-Holding Tank and the Raw 
Water Intake Pipe- Proposed Action: In correspondence dated November 16, 2009, USFWS 
stated the Service regarding this project as proposed “The project, as proposed, will have no 
effect on those resources” (See Appendix B).” In addition, correspondence dated July 13, 2010 
and October 29, 2009 from the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) stated 
“…no impacts to rare, threatened, or endanger species or critical habitats are anticipated for the 
proposed project.” (See Appendix B). The Applicant would be responsible for contacting FEMA 
if there is a change in the scope of work.  

 

4.5 CULTURAL RESOURCES 

The consideration of effects to historic properties listed in or eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP) is mandated under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA) as implemented by 36 CFR Part 800. Requirements include the identification of 
significant or historic properties that may be affected by the proposed action or alternatives 
within the project’s area of potential effects. Historic properties are defined as archaeological 
sites, standing structures or other historic resources listed in or determined eligible for listing in 
the NRHP. Federal agencies must take into account their effects on historic properties and allow 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) opportunity to comment. 

 

Alternative 1 – No Action: no impact. 

Alternative 2 - Design and construct a new Clear Well Pump Station-Holding Tank and the Raw 
Water Intake Pipe- Proposed Action:  In a correspondence letter dated November 22, 2009, the 
State Historic Preservation Office/Officer (SHPO) concurred that no known historic properties 
will be affected by this undertaking (See Appendix B). In the event that archeological deposits, 
including any Native American pottery, stone tools, bones, or human remains, are uncovered, the 
project shall be halted and the Applicant shall stop all work immediately in the vicinity of the 
discovery and take reasonable measures to avoid or minimize harm to the finds. All 
archeological findings will be secured and access to the sensitive area restricted. The Applicant 
will inform FEMA immediately and FEMA will consult with the SHPO or Tribal Historic 
Preservation Office (THPO) and Tribes and work in sensitive areas cannot resume until 
consultation is completed and appropriate measures have been taken to ensure that the project is 
in compliance with the NHPA. 
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4.6 SOCIOECONOMIC RESOURCES 

4.6.1 Environmental Justice 

Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority 
Populations and Low-Income Populations, was signed on February 11, 1994. The EO directs 
federal agencies to make achieving environmental justice part of their missions by identifying 
and addressing, as appropriate, disproportionately high adverse human health, environmental, 
economic, and social effects of its programs, policies and activities on minority or low-income 
populations.  

According to the U.S. Census Bureau State and Parish Quick Facts data for 2007-2011, the 
percentage of families in St. Bernard Parish below the poverty level is 14.6% and the State of 
Louisiana 18.4%. The median household income for St. Bernard Parish is $40,450 and for 
Louisiana is $44,086. The per capita income for St. Bernard Parish was $20,003 for Louisiana 
was $23,853. The 2011 demographic census data for St. Bernard Parish are as follows: 
Caucasian: 75%, African American: 19%, and Hispanic: 9%. The comparable demographic 
census data for the State of Louisiana are: Caucasian: 64%, African American:  32%, Hispanic:  
4% (USCB, 2013). 

The proposed action will minimize the interruption of potable water in St. Bernard Parish during 
natural disasters or other unforeseen events. All populations would benefit from the Proposed 
Action. 

 

4.6.2 Noise 

Noise is generally defined as unwanted sound. Sound is most commonly measured in decibels 
(dB) on the A-weighted scale, which is the scale most similar to the range of sounds that the 
human ear can hear. The Day-Night Average Sound Level (DNL) is an average measure of 
sound. The DNL descriptor is accepted by federal agencies as a standard for estimating sound 
impacts and establishing guidelines for compatible land uses. EPA guidelines, and those of many 
other federal agencies, state that outdoor sound levels in excess of 55 dB DNL are “normally 
unacceptable” for noise-sensitive land uses such as residences, schools, or hospitals.  

The proposed project site is in the immediate vicinity of heavy industrial, commercial, and 
municipal facilities. Sensitive noise receptors such as residential homes are located adjacent to 
the project area, along Veronica Drive and Palmisano Boulevard.  

Noise levels will comply with Parish Ordinance. St. Bernard Parish Code of Ordinance Sec. 11-
133. - Construction, power equipment. (a) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, no 
person shall engage in, cause or permit any person to be engaged in construction activities in any 
residential or commercial district between the hours of 9:00 p.m. of one day and 7:00 a.m. of the 
following day. Construction projects shall be subject to the maximum permissible noise level 
specified for industrial districts for the periods within which construction is to be completed 
pursuant to any applicable building permit. (b) Construction activities directly connected with 
the abatement of an emergency are excluded from the provisions of this section. (c) No person 
shall operate on any property within a residential or commercial district or on any public way 
within a residential or commercial district, any power equipment, such as, but not limited to, 
chain saws, pavement breakers, log chippers, riding tractors, powered hand tools, between the 
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hours of 10:00 p.m. of one day and 7:00 a.m. of the next day or within residential, commercial or 
industrial noise districts between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. which emits a noise level 
in excess of the levels set in Section 11-132 (Municode.com, 2013). 

 

4.6.3 Traffic and Transportation 

Traffic volumes along the respective work area would increase temporarily during work 
activities. Construction-related activities, heavy equipment and materials that may be needed for 
site access and site preparation would not pose a significant impact to the transportation network 
or cause a significant increase in traffic for the area. Construction of the Proposed Action may 
require numerous truck trips to haul materials to the project site. However, this would be 
temporary because it would only occur during site construction.  

 

4.6.4 Public Safety – Hazardous Materials 

Executive Order 13045 (Protection of Children) requires Federal agencies to make it a high 
priority to identify and assess environmental health and safety risks that may disproportionately 
affect children. Safety and security issues considered in this EA include the health and safety of 
area residents, the public-at-large, and the protection of personnel involved in the activities 
related to the construction of the proposed project. 

The Louisiana Office of Community Development (LOCD) research maps indicate that the 
project is not located within the buffer zone of any Toxic Chemical locations, including Leaking 
Underground Storage Tanks, Radioactive sites, Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA) facilities, national Priority sites, Underground Storage Tanks, or Hazardous Waste 
Generators. The EPA (EPA – EnviroFacts, 2013) and LDEQ hazardous materials database 
searches were queried for the proposed project work areas. No sites of concern were identified 
by the database search within the proposed project work areas. No environmental conditions of 
concern observed during field reconnaissance within the proposed project work areas. The 
LDNR SONRIS database was queried for the project work areas. According to the LDNR, there 
are no recorded oil/gas wells located in the proposed project areas (SONRIS, 2013). 

 

Alternative 1 – No Action: No impact on Noise, Traffic and Transportation, or Public Safety – 
Hazardous Material. There would be no disproportional impacts to populations associated with 
Environmental Justice. Continued usage of the compromised water treatment system increases 
the health and safety risk for potable water availability during natural disasters or other 
unforeseen events that can cause water shortages throughout the Parish. All populations would 
be negatively impacted by this alternative.  

Alternative 2 – Design and construct a new Clear Well Pump Station-Holding Tank and the Raw 
Water Intake Pipe- Proposed Action:  

Environmental Justice: The proposed action will minimize the interruption of potable 
water in St. Bernard Parish during natural disasters or other unforeseen events. All 
populations would benefit from the Proposed Action. 
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Noise: No Impacts. Noise levels will comply with Parish Ordinance. St. Bernard Parish 
Code of Ordinance Sec. 11-133. - Construction, power equipment. (a) Except as 
otherwise provided in this chapter, no person shall engage in, cause or permit any person 
to be engaged in construction activities in any residential or commercial district between 
the hours of 9:00 p.m. of one day and 7:00 a.m. of the following day. Construction 
projects shall be subject to the maximum permissible noise level specified for industrial 
districts for the periods within which construction is to be completed pursuant to any 
applicable building permit. (b) Construction activities directly connected with the 
abatement of an emergency are excluded from the provisions of this section. (c) No 
person shall operate on any property within a residential or commercial district or on any 
public way within a residential or commercial district, any power equipment, such as, but 
not limited to, chain saws, pavement breakers, log chippers, riding tractors, powered hand 
tools, between the hours of 10:00 p.m. of one day and 7:00 a.m. of the next day or within 
residential, commercial or industrial noise districts between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 
10:00 p.m. which emits a noise level in excess of the levels set in Section 11-132 
(Municode.com, 2013).  

Traffic and Transportation: Traffic volumes along the respective work areas could 
increase temporarily during work activities. Appropriate signage and barriers should be in 
place prior to construction activities in order to alert pedestrians and motorists of project 
activities and traffic pattern changes. The contractor would implement traffic control 
measures, as necessary. 

Public Safety – Hazardous Materials: No impacts to public safety and security are 
anticipated. The contractor would place fencing around the work area perimeters to 
protect nearby residents from vehicular traffic. To minimize worker and public health and 
safety risks from project construction and closure, all construction and closure work 
would be done using qualified personnel trained in the proper use of construction 
equipment, including all appropriate safety precautions. Additionally, all activities would 
be conducted in a safe manner in accordance with the standards specified in the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) regulations. The contractor 
would post appropriate signage and fencing to minimize potential adverse public safety 
concerns. 

 

4.7 SUMMARY TABLE 

The following table summarizes the potential impacts of the Proposed Action Alternative and 
conditions or mitigation measures to offset those impacts. The mitigation measures listed in the 
Water Treatment Plant Environmental Assessment FONSI, dated July 2010 (See Appendix A) 
have not been included in the Summary Table. However, the conditions have been referenced in 
the St. Bernard Parish Water Treatment Plant Clear Well Pump Station and Raw Water Intake 
Pump Station Environmental Assessment FONSI.   
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Affected 
Environment/ 
Resource Area 

Impacts 
Agency 

Coordination/Permits 
(See Appendix B) 

Mitigation/BMPs 

Geology and Soils No Impacts to Geology. 

No Significant Impacts to Soil. 

Total area of disturbance is less 
than 1 acre. 

 

NRCS correspondence letter dated 
February 19, 2010. 

Internet Resources: 

NRCS Web Soil Survey 

Louisiana Geological Survey 

 

Implement of BMPs that include; install silt fences/straw bales to 
reduce sedimentation. Area soils would be covered and/or wetted 
during construction. If fill were stored on site as part of unit 
installation or removal, the contractor would be required to 
appropriately cover it. Construction contractor would be required 
to obtain LPDES permit, if applicable, and implement stormwater 
pollution prevention plan. 

The LDEQ may require stormwater general permits for 
construction areas equal to or greater than one (1) acre. It is 
recommended that the LDEQ Water Permit Division be contacted 
to determine whether the proposed improvements require one of 
these permits.   

All precaution will be observed to control nonpoint source 
pollution from construction activities. 

Air Quality  During construction, there is a 
potential for short-term localized 
increase in vehicle emissions and 
dust particles. 
 
St. Bernard Parish is currently in 
attainment for all criteria 
pollutants per the Clean Air Act. 
 

 Internet Resources: 
EPA Air Quality 
 

Vehicle operation times would be kept to a minimum. Area soils 
would be covered and/or wetted during construction to minimize 
dust.  

 

Wetlands No Impacts to Wetlands. 
 
USACE indicated that a Section 
404 permit would not be required 
for the Clear Well Pump Station. 
The Raw Water Intake will 
require a USACE general permit, 
water quality certification and a 
Coastal Management Division 
Permit. 
 

USACE correspondence letter dated 
July 16, 2009 and January 27, 2010. 

Internet Resource: 
USFWS NWI Mapper. 
 

Applicant must comply with all applicable permit conditions.  
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Affected 
Environment/ 
Resource Area 

Impacts 
Agency 

Coordination/Permits 
(See Appendix B) 

Mitigation/BMPs 

Water Quality There is potential for short-term 
localized increase in 
sedimentation during 
construction. 

St. Bernard Parish does not 
overlie a Sole Source Aquifer 

According to the SONRIS 
database, there are no 
groundwater areas of concern in 
the project vicinity. According to 
the LADOTD database, accessed 
via SONRIS, no recorded 
drinking water wells are located 
within the project vicinity; 
however, there may be unrecorded 
drinking wells near the project 
work areas. 
 

LDEQ email dated October 29, 2009 
and correspondence letter dated 
August 13, 2009 

EPA correspondence letter dated 
October 21, 2009. 

Internet Resources: 
LDNR SONRIS Database 

Applicant must contact the LDEQ to determine if a LPDES 
permit is required. If required, the contractor must follow all 
requirements of the LPDES permit including all applicable 
BMPs.  

The LDEQ may require stormwater general permits for 
construction areas equal to or greater than one (1) acre. It is 
recommended that the LDEQ Water Permit Division be contacted 
to determine whether the proposed improvements require one of 
these permits.  

All precaution will be observed to control nonpoint source 
pollution from construction activities. 

The contractor should observe all precautions to protect the 
groundwater of the region. 

The LDNR Office of Conservation should be contacted if any 
unregistered drinking water wells are encountered during 
construction work.   

All work associated with project that is conducted on potable 
water systems must comply with applicable sections of the 
federal Safe Drinking Water Act and state regulations under 
Louisiana Title 51 Part XII (otherwise known as the Louisiana 
Public Health-Sanitary code and related State Plumbing code). 

 
Floodplains The proposed project site for the 

Clear Well Pump Station is 
located in a 500-year flood plain 
(0.2 annual flood hazard area). 
The proposed project site for the 
Raw Water Intake Pipe is located 
within an AE Zone (or 1.0 percent 
chance of flood in any given year) 
but could be considered as 
functionally dependent.  
 

Preliminary DFIRM Map # 
22087C0487D November 9, 2012 

New construction must be compliant with current codes and 
standards. St. Bernard Parish is required to coordinate with the 
local floodplain administrator regarding floodplain permit(s) prior 
to the start of any activities. All coordination pertaining to these 
activities and Applicant compliance with any conditions should 
be documented and copies forwarded to the state and FEMA for 
inclusion in the permanent project files. 
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Affected 
Environment/ 
Resource Area 

Impacts 
Agency 

Coordination/Permits 
(See Appendix B) 

Mitigation/BMPs 

Coastal Resources St. Bernard Parish lies entirely 
within the Louisiana Coastal Zone 
and the proposed project will be 
subject to the rules and 
regulations of CZMA. In addition, 
the proposed activity is a use of 
state concern in accordance with 
Louisiana R.S. 49:214.5. The 
construction of the Raw Water 
Intake Pipe may require a CUP.  

 

LDNR correspondence dated 
November 18, 2009, March 23, 
2010 and September 28, 2012. 

 

Applicant must comply with all applicable permit conditions. All 
coordination pertaining to these activities and Applicant 
compliance with any conditions should be documented and copies 
forwarded to the state and FEMA for inclusion in the permanent 
project files. 
 

Threatened and 
Endangered Species and 
Migratory Birds 

No impact to federally listed 
threatened or endangered species 
is anticipated. No impacts to 
migratory birds are anticipated.   

No impacts to state listed rare, 
threatened, or endangered species 
or critical habitats are anticipated 
for the proposed project. No state 
or federal parks, wildlife refuges, 
scenic streams, or wildlife 
management areas are known at 
the specific site. 
 

USFWS determination of no effect 
on threatened and endangered 
species, dated  November 16, 2009 

LDWF correspondence letters dated 
October 29, 2009 and July 13, 2009. 

The Applicant would be responsible for contacting FEMA if there 
is a change in the scope of work.  
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Affected 
Environment/ 
Resource Area 

Impacts 
Agency 

Coordination/Permits 
(See Appendix B) 

Mitigation/BMPs 

Cultural Resources 
According to the SHPO, there are 
no known historic properties that 
will be affected by this 
undertaking. 

 

SHPO concurrence letter dated 
November 22, 2009 

Internet Resource: 
Louisiana Office of Cultural 
Development 

In the event that archeological deposits, including any Native 
American pottery, stone tools, bones, or human remains, are 
uncovered, the project shall be halted and the Applicant shall stop 
all work immediately in the vicinity of the discovery and take 
reasonable measures to avoid or minimize harm to the finds. All 
archeological findings will be secured and access to the sensitive 
area restricted. The Applicant will inform FEMA immediately 
and FEMA will consult with SHPO or THPO and Tribes and 
work in sensitive areas cannot resume until consultation is 
completed and appropriate measures have been taken to ensure 
that the project is in compliance with the NHPA. 
 

Environmental Justice The proposed action will 
minimize the interruption of 
potable water in St. Bernard 
Parish during natural disasters or 
other unforeseen events. All 
populations would benefit from 
the Proposed Action. 

None None 
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Affected 
Environment/ 
Resource Area 

Impacts 
Agency 

Coordination/Permits 
(See Appendix B) 

Mitigation/BMPs 

Noise Noise levels will comply with 
Parish Ordinance. 

Internet Resource: 
Municode.com 

St. Bernard Parish Code of Ordinance Sec. 11-133. - 
Construction, power equipment. (a) Except as otherwise provided
in this chapter, no person shall engage in, cause or permit any 
person to be engaged in construction activities in any residential 
or commercial district between the hours of 9:00 p.m. of one day 
and 7:00 a.m. of the following day. Construction projects shall be 
subject to the maximum permissible noise level specified for 
industrial districts for the periods within which construction is to 
be completed pursuant to any applicable building permit. 
(b)Construction activities directly connected with the abatement 
of an emergency are excluded from the provisions of this 
section.(c)No person shall operate on any property within a 
residential or commercial district or on any public way within a 
residential or commercial district, any power equipment, such as, 
but not limited to, chain saws, pavement breakers, log chippers, 
riding tractors, powered hand tools, between the hours of 10:00 
p.m. of one day and 7:00 a.m. of the next day or within 
residential, commercial or industrial noise districts between the 
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. which emits a noise level in 
excess of the levels set in Section 11-132. 
 

Traffic and Transportation No Significant Impacts Traffic volumes along the respective 
work areas could increase 
temporarily during work activities. 

 

Appropriate signage and barriers should be in place prior to 
construction activities in order to alert pedestrians and motorists 
of project activities and traffic pattern changes. 

The contractor would implement traffic control measures, as 
necessary.   
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Affected 
Environment/ 
Resource Area 

Impacts 
Agency 

Coordination/Permits 
(See Appendix B) 

Mitigation/BMPs 

Public Safety – Hazardous 
Materials 

No impacts to public safety and 
security are anticipated. 

 

None 

 

The contractor would place fencing around the work area 
perimeters to protect nearby residents from vehicular traffic. To 
minimize worker and public health and safety risks from project 
construction and closure, all construction and closure work would 
be done using qualified personnel trained in the proper use of 
construction equipment, including all appropriate safety 
precautions. Additionally, all activities would be conducted in a 
safe manner in accordance with the standards specified in OSHA 
regulations.  

The contractor would post appropriate signage and fencing to 
minimize potential adverse public safety concerns.  
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5.0 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 
According to the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations, cumulative 
impacts represent the “impact on the environment which results from the incremental 
impact of the action when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future 
actions, regardless of what agency (federal or non-federal) or person undertakes such 
other actions. Cumulative effects can result from individually minor but collectively 
significant actions taking place over a period of time (40 CFR 1508.7). 

The entire Louisiana Gulf Coast is undergoing recovery efforts after the 2005 hurricane 
season that include demolition, reconstruction, and new construction, within the private 
sector as well as federal and state government. The USACE is undertaking one of the 
largest projects in their history. Rebuilding the Greater New Orleans Hurricane and 
Storm Damage Risk Reduction System will improve approximately 350 miles of levees, 
concrete floodwalls, and other structures to meet the 100-year level of risk reduction. St. 
Bernard Parish Government, St. Bernard Parish School Board, St. Bernard Parish 
Sheriff’s Office, and the Louisiana Department of Facility Planning and Control (FP&C) 
have numerous recovery and other construction projects planned or ongoing throughout 
the parish. Although these projects can be expected to have cumulative effects to the built 
and natural environment of the parish, the subject proposed project is not anticipated to 
contribute to any adverse effects. 

 

 

6.0 MITIGATION 
Based upon the studies and consultations undertaken in this EA, several conditions must 
be met and mitigation measures must be taken by St. Bernard Parish Government 
(Applicant) prior to and during project implementation.  

 

1. The Applicant is required to adhere to all the conditions enumerated in the Water 
Treatment Plant Environmental Assessment FONSI, dated July 2010 (See 
Appendix A). 

2. The Applicant is required to obtain and comply with all local, state and federal 
permits, approvals and requirements prior to initiating work on this project. All 
coordination pertaining to these activities and Applicant compliance with any 
conditions should be documented and copies forwarded to the state and FEMA for 
inclusion in the permanent project files. 

3. Implement of BMPs that include; install silt fences/straw bales to reduce 
sedimentation. Area soils would be covered and/or wetted during construction. If 
fill were stored on site as part of unit installation or removal, the contractor would 
be required to appropriately cover it. Construction contractor would be required to 
obtain LPDES permit, if applicable, and implement stormwater pollution 
prevention plan. 

4. The LDEQ may require stormwater general permits for construction areas equal 
to or greater than one (1) acre. It is recommended that the LDEQ Water Permit 
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Division be contacted to determine whether the proposed improvements require 
one of these permits.   

5. All precaution will be observed to control nonpoint source pollution from 
construction activities. 

6. Vehicle operation times would be kept to a minimum. Area soils would be 
covered and/or wetted during construction to minimize dust. 

7. Applicant is responsible for meeting the special conditions of the USACE NOD-
22.  

8. Applicant must contact the LDEQ to determine if a LPDES permit is required. If 
required, the contractor must follow all requirements of the LPDES permit 
including all applicable BMPs.  

9. The LDEQ may require stormwater general permits for construction areas equal 
to or greater than one (1) acre. It is recommended that the LDEQ Water Permit 
Division be contacted to determine whether the proposed improvements require 
one of these permits.  

10. All precaution will be observed to control nonpoint source pollution from 
construction activities. 

11. The contractor should observe all precautions to protect the groundwater of the 
region. 

12. The LDNR Office of Conservation should be contacted if any unregistered 
drinking water wells are encountered during construction work.   

13. All work associated with project that is conducted on potable water systems must 
comply with applicable sections of the federal Safe Drinking Water Act and state 
regulations under Louisiana Title 51 Part XII (otherwise known as the Louisiana 
Public Health-Sanitary code and related State Plumbing code).In the event that 
archeological deposits, including any Native American pottery, stone tools, bones, 
or human remains, are uncovered, the project shall be halted and the Applicant 
shall stop all work immediately in the vicinity of the discovery and take 
reasonable measures to avoid or minimize harm to the finds. All archeological 
findings will be secured and access to the sensitive area restricted. The Applicant 
will inform FEMA immediately and FEMA will consult with the SHPO or THPO 
and Tribes and work in sensitive areas cannot resume until consultation is 
completed and appropriate measures have been taken to ensure that the project is 
in compliance with the NHPA. 

14. New construction must be compliant with current codes and standards. St. 
Bernard Parish is required to coordinate with the local floodplain administrator 
regarding floodplain permit(s) prior to the start of any activities. All coordination 
pertaining to these activities and Applicant compliance with any conditions 
should be documented and copies forwarded to the state and FEMA for inclusion 
in the permanent project files. 

15. Applicant must comply with all applicable permit conditions that may be required 
by the CUP. All coordination pertaining to these activities and Applicant 
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compliance with any conditions should be documented and copies forwarded to 
the state and FEMA for inclusion in the permanent project files. 

16. The Applicant would be responsible for contacting FEMA if there is a change in 
the scope of work. 

17. In the event that archeological deposits, including any Native American pottery, 
stone tools, bones, or human remains, are uncovered, the project shall be halted 
and the Applicant shall stop all work immediately in the vicinity of the discovery 
and take reasonable measures to avoid or minimize harm to the finds. All 
archeological findings will be secured and access to the sensitive area restricted. 
The Applicant will inform FEMA immediately and FEMA will consult with 
SHPO or THPO and Tribes and work in sensitive areas cannot resume until 
consultation is completed and appropriate measures have been taken to ensure 
that the project is in compliance with the NHPA. 

18. St. Bernard Parish Code of Ordinance Sec. 11-133. - Construction, power 
equipment. (a) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, no person shall 
engage in, cause or permit any person to be engaged in construction activities in 
any residential or commercial district between the hours of 9:00 p.m. of one day 
and 7:00 a.m. of the following day. Construction projects shall be subject to the 
maximum permissible noise level specified for industrial districts for the periods 
within which construction is to be completed pursuant to any applicable building 
permit. (b)Construction activities directly connected with the abatement of an 
emergency are excluded from the provisions of this section.(c)No person shall 
operate on any property within a residential or commercial district or on any 
public way within a residential or commercial district, any power equipment, such 
as, but not limited to, chain saws, pavement breakers, log chippers, riding tractors, 
powered hand tools, between the hours of 10:00 p.m. of one day and 7:00 a.m. of 
the next day or within residential, commercial or industrial noise districts between 
the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. which emits a noise level in excess of the 
levels set in Section 11-132. 

19. Appropriate signage and barriers should be in place prior to construction activities 
in order to alert pedestrians and motorists of project activities and traffic pattern 
changes. 

20. The contractor would implement traffic control measures, as necessary 

21. Changes, additions, and/or supplements to the approved scope of work which 
alter the existing use and function of the structure, including additional work not 
funded by FEMA but performed substantially at the same time, will require re-
submission of the application prior to construction to FEMA for re-evaluation 
under the National Environmental Policy Act. 

 

 

7.0 AGENCY COORDINATION 
As part of the development of the EA, Federal and State resource protection agencies 
were contacted. Responses received to date are included in Appendix C. 
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 Lake Borgne Basin Levee District 
 Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, Community and Industry 

Relations, Business and Community Outreach Division 
 Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, Environmental Services, Water 

Permits Division 
 Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, Office of Coastal Management 
 Louisiana Department Of Transportation and Development, District Design, 

Water Resources and Development Section 
 Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Office of Wildlife, Natural 

Heritage Program 
 Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office 
 Natural Resources Conservation Service, New Orleans Field Office 
 United States Army Corps Of Engineers, New Orleans District 
 United States Environmental Protection Agency, Sole Source Aquifer Program, 

Ground Water/UIC Section 
 United States Fish and Wildlife, Louisiana Field Office 

 

 

8.0 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
FEMA is the lead Federal agency for conducting the NEPA compliance process for the 
proposed St. Bernard Parish Water Treatment Plant Clear Well Pump Station and Raw 
Water Intake Pipe Station Project. It is the goal of the lead agency to expedite the 
preparation and review of NEPA documents and to be responsive to the needs of the 
community and the purpose and need of the proposed action while meeting the intent of 
NEPA and complying with all NEPA provisions. 

The Initial Public Notice concerning FEMA actions located in or that may affect wetland 
areas or the 100-year floodplain, and critical actions within the 500-year floodplain was 
published in the St. Bernard Voice newspaper in St. Bernard Parish on September 29, 
2005. St. Bernard Parish will provide additional notification to the public of the 
availability of the draft EA through publication of a Final Floodplain Notice and Notice 
of Availability for the Draft Environmental Assessment for the proposed project in the St. 
Bernard Voice newspaper informing the public of FEMA’s decision to proceed with the 
project. The Draft EA was also made available at St. Bernard Parish library located at 
2600 Palmisano Blvd, Chalmette, Louisiana, 70043. In addition, the draft EA is available 
for public viewing on FEMA’s website at https://www.fema.gov/environmental-
planning-and-historic-preservation-program/environmental-documents-public-notices-2. 
FEMA will conduct a 30-day public comment period commencing on the initial date of 
publication of the public notice. 
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Appendix A – Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) prepared for 
the Water Treatment Plant Environmental Assessment dated July 2010 
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Designated Signee: 
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW RECORD 
ST. BERNARD PARISH GOVERNMENT 

RAW WATER PUMPING STATION 

St. Bemard Parish Government 

Craig P. Taffaro. Jr.. President. St. Bernard Parish 

Water Treatment Plant 

ENVIRON Work Order Number: INF-LTCR-SBP-0003 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

As part of the Louisiana Disaster Recovery Program. the St. Bernard Parish Government 
(SBPG) proposes to a 12 million gallon per day (mgd) water treatment plant located 1111 
East St. Bernard Highway, Chalmette, Louisiana. 

The proposed project is a part of the continued implementation of the SBPG Long Term 
Recovery Program for St. Bernard Parish. Construction activities included in the 
construction of the water treatment plant are as follows: 

Except for the ground storage tanks, the existing facilities will be replaced in the 
proposed construction of a water treatment plant designed to treat 12 mgd. A new 
chemical feed facility will house bulk chemical storage and feed systems. The 
chemical feed facility will house chlorine, ammonia, polymer and alum. Other 
chemicals will be added if appropriate for the final process selected. Raw water will 
be discharged into a flocculation and sedimentation unit. Settled solids will be 
collected for return to the Mississippi River through the solids retention tanks. 
Settled water will flow to either a filter building or a membrane building. Either 
teclmology will produce finished water ready for distribution after disinfection. 
Finished water will be pumped into the ground storage tanks. Water from the 
storage tanks will be pumped into the distribution system using the high service 
pumps. Settled solids and filter backwash, if the gravity filter option is selected, will 
be pumped to the solids retention tanks. Existing treatment tanks from the 1950's 
plant will be modified for use as the solids retention tanks. Solids from the solids 
retention tanks will be discharged back into the Mississippi River. The proposed 
construction work will be phased to allow continual pumping and treatment while 
the proposed improvements are under construction. 

The detailed project description and cost estimate with additional details is located in the 
Project Description section 0 f this report. 



Of note, CDBG- funded improvements are also currently proposed at the adjacent St. 
Bernard Parish Raw Water Pump Station and have been evaluated for environmental 
impacts in a separate environmental assessment. Since the two projects are stand-alone 
projects in the sense that they are not caused by or dependent upon the other, the 
requirements for aggregation do not apply. Further, given the distinct nature of the two 
projects, the cumulative effects of the projects are deemed to be fully captured in the 
course of each environmental assessment. 

EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS AND TRENDS 

The SBPG has determined that the proposed project site is not within the 100 year 
floodplain using the FEMA FIRM Panel Maps. 

The Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism, State Historical 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) was contacted via letter to detennine whether there are any 
recreational, cultural or historical resources that would be affected by the project. In a 
response dated November 22, 2009, SHPO stated that "no known historic properties will 
be affected by this undertaking." 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) stated in theIr response letter 
dated October 28 , 2009 that "the project does not lie within the boundaries of a 
designated sole source aquifer and is thus not eligible for reVIew under the Sole Source 
Aquifer program." 

The United States Fish and Wildlife Service stated in their response dated November 16, 
2009 that the project has been reviewed for effects to Federal trust resources protected by 
the Endangered Species Act of 1973. Furthermore, "the project, as proposed, wIll have no 
effect on those resources." 

The project site is not in National Inventory Wetlands as per the LOCD Research Maps. 
The site visit revealed that the project site and surrounding area have been previously 
committed to urban development. Review of the project description indicates that there 
will be no dredge or fill material distributed in any waters of United States. Based on a 
response fi-om the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers dated January 27,2010, the project SIte 
location is not in a wetland subject to Corps' jurisdiction. A Department of the Army 
permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will not be required for the deposition 
or redistribution of dredged or fill material on this site. The Corps of Engineers also 
stated that St. Bemard Parish is required to obtain a pern1it or approval from the residing 
agency, either a levee board or Parish Council, for any work within 1,500 feet of a 
federal flood control structure, such as a levee. The SBPG "must apply by letter to the 
appropriate agency including full-size construction plans, cross sections, and details of 
the proposed work." Also, the SBPG must "forward a copy of your letter and plans to 
Ms. Amy Powell, Operations Manager for Completed Works of the Corps , and to the 
appropriate regional office of the Louisiana Department of Transportation and 
Development (LA DOTD) or the Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration (OCPR) 
for their review and comments concerning the proposed '.'lork." The requirements set 
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forth by the Corps of Engineers must be adhered to before the proposed construction 
begins. 

A letter was sent to Louisiana Department of Natural Resources asking their response on 
consistency with the Coastal Zone Management Act, as required by Section 307 of the 
Coastal Management Act of 1972, as amended. Their detennination, dated November 18, 
2009, stated that the project is consistent with the Louisiana Coastal Resource Program. 

The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality stated in their letter dated October 
29 , 2009 that "there were no objections" to the proposed project. Also, St. Bernard Parish 
is currently class ified as an attainment parish with the National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards for all criteria air pollutants. 

The LOCD Research Maps indicate that the entire site and surrounding areas are not 
prime farmland. As indicated by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Natural Resources Conservation Service's (NRCS) response dated February 19, 2010, 
"this area is considered an urban area and is previously developed as commercial land, 
thus there will be no impact to prime farmland and it appears the project will not impact 
and NRCS work in the immediate area. Therefore, this project is exempt from the 
regulations of the Farmland Protection and Policy Act." 

The LOCD Research Maps indicates that project is located outside the Fisher's Field 
Airport Clear Zones and Accident Potential Zone. Additionally, the project is located 
within the 5 mile noise buffer zone of tIle Fisher's Field AillJOli. The Fisher's Field 
airpoli does not receive jet engine aircraft and, based on published noise contours for 
various aircraft types and runway orientation, does not produce noise levels of 65 decibel 
in magnitude at the site location. Also, the project lies within the 3,000 foot buffer zone 
for railroads, but does not lie in the immediate vicinity to any railroad. FUlihermore, after 
reviewing the project description of the proposed improvements, there are no residential 
or commercial improvements that will require noise mitigation measures. All of the 
maps listed above are located in the Maps section of this repOli. There will be no increase 
in noise due to this project beyond what existed prior to the disaster. 

The Water Treatment Plant is cUlTently, and will remain, a Risk Management Plan 
Facility. Please review the Grant Conditions at the end of this summary for the 
obligations of st. Bernard Parish. Also, the LOCD Research Maps and site 
reco nnaissance indicate that the project is located within tbe I-mile buffer zone ofa 2 
risk management plan locations:. however, the project is located outside any toxic release 
inventory sites, RCRA treatment storage & disposal sites, and radioactive sites . These 
findings do not indicate existing toxic or tlammable conditions that affect the intended 
non-residential use of the building. 

The SBPG requested comments via the Local Response Questionnaire (LRQ) on the 
potential impacts from the proposed project on essential community services. A response 
of "No Impact" fiom the proposed project scope of work was received for all oftbe 
LRQs. The following individuals gave responses of"01o Impact" on all LRQs: Doris 
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Voitier, St. Bernard Parish School Board Superintendent; Thomas Stone, St. Bernard 
Parish Fire Chief; Hillary 1. Nunez, Jr., St. Bernard Parish Assistant Public Works 
Director; Mary D. Chimento, Assistant Director; Craig P . Taffaro, Jr., St. Bernard Parish 
Govenm1ent President. 

CONDITIONS OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

The conditions of Finding of No Significant Impact for the construction of the St. 
Bernard Parish Water Treatment Plant are as follow: 

Thc structure must be designed in accordance with FEMA Floodplain Management 
requirements and applicable construction codes (e.g., ASCE 24) . Flood Insurance must 
be obtained and maintained for the life of the structure. Proof of flood insurance for the 
structure must be provided to the Louisiana Office of Community Development (OCD). 

Construction activity will be subject to the control of airborne particulates to avoid 
visibility impairments along adjacent highways in accordance with LAC 33:11I.1303.B 
through 1305. 

The construction actIvities may pose physical hazards to the public in close proximity to 
the construction sit e. Physical baniers, markings or other means must be placed around 
the penmeter of the construction site during working hours to prevent egress onto the 
construction site where such hazards may exist. 

Above ground equipment fuel or chemical tanks used during construction or placed 
onsite during operations that exceeds 660 gallons in a single container or exceeds 1,320 
gallons in aggregate containers must comply with 33 LAC IX.Chapter 9. Such 
requirements include tank construction and filling, placement of tanks in secondary 
containment with sufficient freeboard to avoid spills, and development of a Spill 
Prevention, Control and Countermeasures (SPCC) plan. 

ChemIcals that are stored onsite niust be reviewed for applicability of Community Right
to-Know regulations promulgated under Title III of the Superfund Amendments and 
Reauthorization Act (SARA). I f applicable, the applicant must file chemical inventory 
repolis and submit annual Tier II repoli s to local response agencies. Further, applicant 
must revie\\/ chemical usage and storage plans and implement controls as necessary to 
avoid potential for hazards (e.g., due to incompatibility, ignition or exposure to workers) 

All work assocIated with this project that is conducted on potable water systems mu st 
comply WIth applicable sections of the federal Safe Drinking Water Act and state 
regulations under Louisiana Title 51 Pmi XII (otherwise known as the Louisiana Public 
Health - Sanitary Code and related State Plumbing Code). 

In the event the construction area exceeds I-acre stonn water discharges resulting from 
construction activities must be permitted in accordance with LAC 33: IX.2SI1 including 
the development of a Stonn Water Pollution Prevention Plan (S\VPPP). The tenns of 3ny 
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such permit under LDEQ or EPA jurisdiction will apply to construction activities 
conducted as part of this planned action. 

All debris and other solid waste encountered or generated during construction must be 
managed and disposed of in accordance with Louisiana Solid Waste Rules and 
Regulations under LAC 33:VII. 

The applicant is required to obtain a permit or approval from the Lake Borgne Levee 
District for any work within 1,500 feet of a federal flood control structure (Mississippi 
River Levee). The applicant must apply by letter to the Levee District including full-size 
construction plans, cross sections, and details of the proposed work. Also, the applicant 
must forward a copy of your letter and plans to Ms. Amy Powell, Operations Manager for 
Completed Works of the Corps, and to the appropriate regional office of the Louisiana 
Department of Transportation and Development (LA DOTO) or the Office of Coastal 
Protection and Restoration (OCPR) for their review and comments concerning the 
proposed work. 

Grantee aclowwledges that the el11'ironl77cntal rel 'iew conducted/or the propertv is not 
intended to constitute "All Appropriate 1l1Cjuin'" under the C0171prehensil'c 
Em'irol1l11ental Response, CompensatIOn and Liai)llitv Act (Ct'RCLA), as amended 6v the 
Supe/fund Amendments and ReauthOrization Act of 1986 (SARA). Grantee ackn0111edges 
that the State o/Louisiana and its contractors are releasedFom any and all liability that 
may be associated with recogl1lz ed em'irol7l11ental conditions that l17av exist in connection 
11'ith the propertv. 
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BOBBY JINDAL 
GOVERNOR 

To whom it may concern: 

~tate of JLotlisiana 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

OFFICE OF COASTAL MANAGEMENT 

September 28, 2012 

STEPHEN CHUSTZ 
INTERIM SECRETARY 

The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, Office of Coastal Management (LDNR OCM) 
administers the state's federally-approved Coastal Zone Management (CZM) program. 

A number of federal and state agencies are involved in providing financial assistance to state and 
local governments, non-governmental organizations, businesses, and individuals in Louisiana. As 
part of their award process, many of these agencies require the applicant to coordinate with the 
Louisiana CZMprogram. This coordination is generally intended to address one of two questions: 
concerns about awarding the financial assistance, or concerns about implementing the proposed 
project. 

As a result of an internal review of program functions, OCM is streamlining its financial assistance 
review procedure to ensure response to all requests in a timely and appropriate manner. The OCM 
is confident that this procedure change will greatly improve office productivity, and provide for 
better accountability to the public we serve. Consequently, as of October 1,2012, the coordination 
with OCM concerning applications for federal financial assistance should follow the procedures 
below, depending on the nature of the inquiry: 

Consistency review for Federal Assistance 

Federal regulations at 15 CFR §930.90 et seq. require state and local government bodies applying 
for federal financial assistance (grants, loans, guarantees, insurance, contractual arrangements, or 
other form of financial aid) to submit a request for Consistency review of that assistance to OCM. 
Since the inception of the Louisiana Coastal Resources Program in 1980, OCM has never found that 
financial assistance for a proposed project would be inconsistent with the state Coastal Zone 
Management program. The Office of Coastal Management therefore is issuing this letter of general 
consistency concurrence, which shall serve as formal notification that, as of October 1, 2012, the 
granting of any financial assistance as defined at 15 CFR §930.91, is fully consistent with the 
Louisiana Coastal Resources Program. Federal agencies should not require applicants for financial 
assistance to seek OCM's approval for that assistance. 

Request for Determination for project implementation 

If the applicant is seeking conunents on the need to obtain a Coastal Use Permit or other 
authorization from OCM, for projects in or near to the Louisiana Coastal Zone, a Request for 
Determination or Solicitation of Views should be submitted to OCM's Permits and Mitigation 

Post Office Box 44487 • Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-4487 
617 North Third Street. 10th Floor. Suite 1078 • Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802 

(225) 342-7591. Fax (225) 342-9439 • http://www.dnr.louisiana.gov 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



Division. Instructions and downloadable and online applications are located online at 
http://dru.Jouisiana.gov/crm/coastmgt/coastmgt.asp. In Step 3 of the application, the box for 
Request for Determination or Solicitation of Views should be checked. Questions regarding this 
process may be directed to the OCM Permits Section staff at (225) 342-7591 or J -800-267-4019, or 
by mail at P.O. Box 44487, Baton Rouge, LA 70804. 

Outside of the Coastal Zone 

Projects which are clearly located outside of the Coastal Zone and are not likely to have all impact on 
coastal waters generally will not require coordination with the OeM. However, projects near the 
Coastal Zone boundary where there may be some doubt, or those which may involve discharges into 
waters that flow into the Coastal Zone, should be submitted to oeM for revie\v. A map of the 
Coastal Zone may be found at 
http://dnr.louisiana.gov/index.cfm?md=uagebuilder&tmp=home&pid=89&pnid=0&nid=39. 

Finally, OCM may find it necessary to change or rescind the provisions of this letter. Should this 
become necessary, OCM will publish a public notice in the Official State Journal (The Baton Rouge 
Advocate) and on the DNR web page, and attempt to contact all affected federal agencies directly. 

Questions concerning these procedures should be addressed to Mr. Jeff Harris of the Consistency 
Section, at (225) 342·7949 or via e-mail to JeffI-Iarris@LA.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Keith Lovell 
Acting Administrator 
Interagency AffairslField Services Division 

cc : Karl Morgan, P/M Division 
Consistency file C20 120326 



BOBBY JINDAL 
GOVERNOR 

Fr~y Magee, LLC 
Thomas p.rlagee 
I 17 Tioga Road 
Ball, LA 71405 

~tate of 1Loui5'iana 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

OFFICE OF COASTAL MANAGEMENT 

March 23, 2010 

RE: C20I 00071, Coastal Zone Consistency 
St. Bernard Parish 
LDA - Federal Assistance 

SCOTT A. ANGELLE 
SECRETARY 

Installation of a new ra\v water imake pumping station on East St. Bernard Highway 
St. Bem:u'(] Parish, Louisiana 

Dear ?vlr. iVlagee: 

The above referenced project has been reviewed for consistency with the approved Louisiana Coastal 
Resource Program (LCRP) as required by Section 307 of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1971. 
as amended. Receiving financial assistance for tbis project as proposed in the application, is 
l'(lllsistel1l with the LeRP. 

Howc\'er. this authorization tor assistance does 110t eliminate the need to obtain other Federal, state. 
or lo~:al approvals \vhich lllay be required by law. This project may requiI'e a Coast~ll Use Permit 
from this Depal·tmcnt and/or a Corps of Engineers Section 404/Section 10 Permit. Determination 
of Coastal Use Permit requirements can be obtained through the submission of a completed Coastal 
Usc Permit Application to this Department. If you have any questions concerning this determination 
please contact Jeff Harris. of the Consistency Section at (225) 342-759101' 1-800-267-4019. 

Sincerely, 

~P?l\; ~~C«f-
Grego1ry-i. txlfad . 
Administrator 
Interagency Affairs/Field Services Division 

GJ O!.l DHipa\\ 

cc: David BUller, LDWF 
\Villial1l lv1cCartney. St. Bernard Parish 

Post Office Box 44487 • Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-4487 
617 North Third Street • 10th Floor' Suite 1078 • Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802 

(225) 342-7591· Fax (225) 342-9439 • http:/ /",,,v\v.dnrJouisiana.gm' 
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BOBBY JINDAL 
GO\,[RNOR 

~tate of 1Louisiana 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

OFFICE OF COASTAL MANAGEMENT 

CraIg Taffaro, Jr. 

St Bernard Parisb GO\crnmenl 
8201 \1,/ est Judge Perez Dri\'e 
Chalmette, LA 700-1-3 

No\cmbcr ]8,2009 

RE: C20090590, CO:j~~t,lJ Zone Consistency 
St. Bernard rari~h 
LOA - federal ASsIstance 

SCOTT A. ANGELLE 
SECRETARY 

Construct a nc\\· water treatment plant on Eas t St. Bernard 1ligbway in Chalmette 
Sf. Bernard Pari~h, Louisiana 

Dear Mr faffaro: 

The above referenced project has been revIewed for Cl)nSlstcncy with tIle approycd Louisi;:ma CClDstal 
Resource Program i LCRP) a~ requlJl:u by Scct]WI 307 of Lilt: CoaslClj Zone V!,magemcnt /\ct of J 972, 
as amended. ReceiYing financial aSSIstance for 111lS projec t, as proposed m the application, is 
consistent wnh the LCRP. 

Howevcr, thIS 3ml10rizarion for assistance does 110t eliminate the need 10 obtain other Federal, state, 
or local approvals which may be required by Ja\v. This project may require a Coastal tse Permit 
from this Department and/or a Corps of L~n;ineers Section 404/Secllon 10 Pcrmlt. DetermlJlatJon 
ofCoastaJ 1 1se Permit req uirements can be obtamcd lhrough the submission of a completed Coastal 
Use Permit Aprlicalion to this Department. lfyou have any questions concerning this determination 
please contact .Ieff Harm. of the Clll1siskncy Section at (225) 342-759 1 or 1-800-267-4019. 

(jJ DiJ D H!pa \\' 

Sincerely. 

Greg0ry' J. DuCote 
Ad In i 11 ist rator 
r \1ler~lgency i\ mmsiF iel d <:':,ervi ces Un iSIOIl 

cc D~l\'ld Butler, LDWf 
\Villi;:ml i\lcCarlney, St. Bernard Parish 
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~NRCS 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
14246 US Hwy. 90 
P.O. Box 531 
Boutte, LA 70039 
985-758-2162 Ext. 3 

February 19,2010 

Thomas Magee 
Frye/Magee, LLC 
117 Tioga Road 
Ball. LA 71405 

RE: Prime Falmland Detelmination for the installation of a new raw water intake pumping 
station in Chalmette, Louisiana, St. Bernard Parish 

Dear Mr. Magee: 

) Please find attached Form AD-lO06, Farmland Conversion Impact Rating fonn, for the 
installation of a new raw water intake pumping station in Chalmette, Louisiana, St. Bernard 
Parish. 

This area is considered an urban area and is previously developed as commercial land, thus tbere 
will be no impact to prime farmland and it appears the project will not impact any NRCS work in 
the immediate area. Therefore, this portion of the project is exempt from the regulations of the 
Farmland Protection and Policy Act. I have documented on the AD-1006 that no farmlands will 
be impacted from this proposed land use. 

If I can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at 985-758-2162 x=3. 

NUchael Trusclair 
Di stlict Conservationist 
New Orleans Field Office 

The Natural Resources Conservation Sef'ice provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people 
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment. 

An EQual Opportunity Provider and Emplover 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REG JON 6 

Mr. Craig P. Taffaro, Jr. 
President 
St. Bemard Parish 
8201 W. Judge Perc/., Dr. 
Chalmette, LA 70043 

Dear Mr. Taffaro: 

1445 ROSS AVENUE. SUITE 1200 
DALLAS TX 75202-2733 

October 21, 2009 

We have received your October 6, 2009, letter requesting our evaluation of [he potential 
envirolmlental impacts which might result from the following project: 

Installation Raw Water Intake 
Pumping Station 

1111 East Street 
Bernard Highway 
St. Bernard Parish, Louisiana 

In administering the sole source aquifer (SSA) program under Section 1424 of the Safe 
Drinking Water Act our Office perfomls evaluations of projects with federal financial assistance 
which are located over a designated sole source aquifer. 

Based on the infoD11ation provided, we have concluded that the project does not lie 
within the boundaries of a designated sole source aquifer and is thus not eligible for review under 
the SSA program. 

If you did not include jhe Parish/County; a legal description; project location and the 
latitude and longitude if available, please do so in future Sole Source Aquifer correspondence. 
To view a map of the Sole Source Aquifer delincation(s) for your state go to the foHowing 
website. http://www.epa.gov/region6/waterlswplssalmaps.htm 

If you have any questions on this letter or the sole source aquifer program please contact 
me at (214) 665-7133. 

cc: Howard Fielding, LDEQ 

Sincerely yours, 

J~<i,~( 
MiCh~l. Coordinator 
Sole Source Aquifer Program 
Ground Water/DIC Section 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGlmJ6 

\1r CraIg P. TallatO,.lt. 
Parish Persident 
St. I:3cmard Pansh 
820 I W\V Judge PcreL Dr. 
Cholmelte, La 70043 

Dear [\1r. Taff3ro: 

\ -lJ 5 ROSS AVE~JUE , SU iTE 1200 
[)ALL~S TX 75202-2733 

October 28, 2009 

\V e ha\'e recel\'ed your October 15,2009, iener requestll1g our evaluation of the poten t l(!1 
el1vlronmenlalul1pacts which Illight result from the following project: 

Construction of Water 
Treatment Plant 

1111 East Street 
Bernard Highway 
St. Bernal'd Parish 
Chalmette, Louisiana 

[n administering the so le source aqUIfer \SSA) program under Sect ion 1424 of tile Safe 
Drinking Water Act our Office perforl11~ eV,1luatlollS of projecb with feden,1 financial ass istance 
which are located O\'er a designated so le source aquifer. 

8ased on the iilformaLion prO\ ided, \\ e have concluded th at the project docs not lJe 
within the boundaries ora Jesl glLltecl sole source aquifer Zlnd is (i1u:. !lot eligible for rcyic\\ unuer 
the SSA progralll 

If you did not include the Pari sh/County: a legal descnprJOn: project location and the 
la titude and longitudc ifavailable. plea:'oe do so in future Sole Source ,-\qUlfer correspondence, 
To \'iew a map of the Sole Source Aquifer delineatioll(s) for your state go to the following 
webs l te o http: //w\\w .epa .gov/reglon6/w3ter!swp/ssa/maps.htm 

If you have any questions 011 this letter or the sok source aquder progl':11n please contact 
lllCll(214j 065-7 133 

cC' Howard Fielding, LDI::Q 
:'vlaurice Raw ls, 6WQ-AP, 

PC' (' y ': :E-d P'-:<i! (,.l,- ll .:? • f"- - .:. 

Sltlc erely yours , { I 

f (' ( : 
,,/{ .', I i. \1 - v'' tJ \ .k"',· Vy-,~ 

, ' 

tjv-~~¥~._'~i: 
\ , 

1 ",- "' \ 

Michael 8echuol, Coordinator 
Sole Source Aquifer Program 
Ciround Water/Ufe Sectloll 

." r . : I 
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Craig P. Taffaro, J L 

Pari~h Prt:sidenl 

October 15, 2009 

~201 \X'e;,tJudge Perez Dnve 
Phon<: i '504) 218-4200 

Endangered Species Coordinator 
L'. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
646 Cajun Dome Blvd., Suite 400 
Lafayette, Louisiana 70506 

Re: 12 MGD Water Treatment Plant 
CDBG FW1ded Project 
Chalmette, SI. Bernard Parish 

Dear Sirs: 

(ha!mcl1e LoubiJo:l ~()O';"\ 
Fax (504) 218-426\ 

As part of the LOUlsiana Disaster Recovery Program, the St. Bernard Parish Go\crnment 
proposes the construction of a new 12 mgd Vv'ater treatment plant located on II I 1 East Sl. 
Bernard Highway to serve the water needs of S1. Bernard Parish, The proposed project is a part 
of the S1. Bernard Parish Long Tenn Disaster Recovery Program through the Louisiana 
Recovery Authority (LRA,) and the Office of Community Development Disaster RecO\ery LTnit 
The final new plant process design will be detennined during the Design Memorandum phase of 
the design phase, A likely plant configuration is described below: 

• Except for the ground storage tanks, the existing facilities will be replaced in the 
proposed construction of a water treatment plant designed to treat 12mgd, 

• A new chemical feed facility will house bulk chemical stonlge and feed systems, The 
chemical feed facility \-,>ill house chlorine. ammonia. polymer and alum Other 
chemicals \\ill be added if appropriate for the final process selected, 

• Raw water will be discharged into a flocculation and sedimentation unit. Settled 
solids will be collected for retum to the r--1ississippi River through the solids retention 
tanks, 

• Settled water \\'ill flow to either a filter building or a membrane building, Either 
technology will produce finished water ready for distribution after disinfection, 
Finished water vvill be pumped into the ground storage tanks_ Water from tile storage 
tanks v"ill be pumped into the distribution system using the high service pumps, 

• Settled solids and filter backwash, if the gravity filter option is selected, will be 
pumped to the solids retention tanks, Existing treatment tanks from the 1950's plant 
wlll be modified for use as the solids retention tanks 



• Solids for the solids retention tanks \",ill be discharged back into the f'.iississippi 
River. 

• The proposed construction work will be phased to allow continual pwnpmg and 
treatment \'lhiJe the proposed improvements are under constmction. 

In accordance with the 24 eFR Part 58. Environmental Review procedure, tlle SI. Bernard Pan:-,h 
Government is requesting comments relative to any impact the above described imprc1\cments 
may have on: 

I. Endangered Species 

We request you suhmit your response bye-mail to kcnd,:l! Ina!..'..:": I:!..JD-<:;.ma:2t,;c.c"Il' and by 
regular mail to Kendal! tv1agee. E"-lVfRO"-llnternational Corporation, 117 Tioga Road. PinC\ilk. 
Louisiana 71360 

If)()u ha\e any ljuestions or request additlOnal information. please do not hesItate to contact us 

Sincerely 

(r;Jig P . Taffaro. Jr 
Parish PreSIdent 

Att3chmen!s 



Date 

BOBBY JINDAL 

GOVERNOR 

Name 

Compally 

Street Address 

City, State, Zip 

Project 

Project ID 

I1lvoice Number 

~ht±e of jIIuutstcma: v • 

DEPARn-1ENT OF WILDLIFE AND FlSHERIES 
OFFlCE OF WILDLIFE 

October 29,2009 

Kendall Magee 

ENVIRON Intemationai Corp. 

117 Tioga Road 

Pineville, LA 71360 

St. Bernard Parish GoverlUl1ent 
Installation of New Raw Intake Pumping Station 

4082009 

09102906 

ROBERT J. BARHAM 

SECRETARY 

JIM"Y L. ANTHONY 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

Personnel of the Habitat Section of the Coastal & NOll-Game Resources Division have reviewed the preliminary data for 
the captioned project. After careful review of our database, 110 impacts to rare, tlu'eatened, or endangered species or critical 
habitats are anticipated for the proposed project. No state or federal parks, wildlife refuges, scenic streams, or wildlife 
management areas are knOW11 at the specified site within Louisiana's boundaries. 

The Louisiana Natural Heritage Program (LNHP) has compiled data on rare, endangered, or otherwise significant plant and 
animal species, plant conmlUnities, and other natural features throughout the state of Louisiana. Heritage reports 
summarize the existing infollllatioll known at the time oflhe request regarding the location in question. The quantity and 
quality of data collected by the LNHP are dependent 011 the research and observations of many individuals. In most cases, 
this lllformation is not the result of comprehensive or site-specific field surveys; many natural areas in Louisiana have not 
been surveyed. This report aoes not address the occurrence of wetlands at the site in question. Heritage reports should not 
be considered final statements on the biological elements or areas being considered, nor should they be substituted for on
site surveys required for envirolUllental assessments. LNHP requires that this office be acknowledged in all reports as the 
source of all data provided here. If at any time Heritage tracked species are encountered within the project area, please 
contact the LNHP Data Manager at 225-765-2643. If you have any questions, or need additional illfoml3tion, please call 
225-765-2357. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Gary Lester, Coordinator 
Natural Heritage Program 

p,O. BOX 99000 • BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70e98-0000' PHONE (225) 765-2800 

AN EOUAL OPPORTUNITY E""'l.oYER 



Date 

BOBB'!' JINDA!... 

GOVERNOR 

lVame 

Company 

Street Address 

City, Slate, Zip 

Project 

Project ID 

Invoice Number 

July 13, 2010 

J5Stexte af 'PlouisiexTIex 
DEPARTMENT OF WILDUFE AND FISHERIES 

OFFICE OF WILDUFE 

Craig P Tafarro, Jr. 

St. Bernard Pansh Government 

8201 West Judge Perez Dnve 

Chalmette, LA 70043 

12 MGD Water Treatment Plam 

1007l701 

ROBERT J, BAR~AI'-1 

SECRITArN 
JINMY L, ANTHONY 

ASSISTA"lT SECRETARY 

PersOlmel of the Habitat Section ofthe Coastal & Nongame Resources DivisIOn have reviewed the prehmmary data for the 
captlOl1ed project After careful review of om database, no Impacts to rare, threatened, or endangered species or critical 
habitats are anticipated fOI the proposed project No state or federal parks, wildlife refuges, scenic streams, or wildlife 
management areas are known at the specified site witl1i11 Louisiana's boundaries 

The Louisiana Natw:a1 Heritage Program (L}'THP) has compiled data on rare, endangered, or otheIWlse significant plant and 
animal species , plant COl=1lruities, and other natural features throughout the state of Louisrana. Heritage reports 
summarize the existing infOlmation known at the time of the request regarding the location in question. The quantity and 
quality of data collected by the LNHP are dependent on the research and observations of many individuals. In most cases, 
furs information is not the result of comprehensive or site-specific field surveys; many nahrral areas in Louisiana have not 
been sUl'veyed. This report does not address the occurrence of wetlands at the site ill question. Heritage reports should not 
be conSIdered final statements on the biologlcal elements or areas being considered., nor should they be substituted for on
site surveys required for environmental assessments. LNHP requires that this office b e acknowledged in all repolts as the 
source of all data provided here. If at any tin1e Heritage tracked species are encountered within the proj ect area, please 
contact the LNHP Data Manager at 225-765-2643. If you have any questions, or need additional infonnation, please call 
225-765-2357. 

cc: Thomas Magee 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
f'l.nuty Bass, Coordmator 
Nacural Heritage Program 

P.O, SGX 903000 · B/-..ION ROUGE, LOUISIAJ-.lA 7CE96-~OO · PHOUE 12251 76-S -2:acx::: 

AN EOUAL OPPORTtJ,'.JiY E1J,PLOrt:R 



BOBBY JI:t-.'DAL 
GOVERNOR 

HAROLD LEGGETT, PH.D. 

$tate of JLouisiana 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

El'-.TVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

AUG 1 32009 

Burt-Kleinpeter, Inc. 
4176 Canal Street 
New Orleans, LA 70119 

Attention: Daniel Caluda,. Agent for the st. Bernard Parish Government 

RE: Water Quality Certification (WQC 090526-03fAl l05663/CER 20090001) 
COipS of Engineers Pennit (MVN-2009-0462-EKK) 
Coastal Management Division Pennit (P20090126) 
S1. Bernard Parish 

Dear Mr. Caluda: 

SECJlET."PJ 

The Department has received your application for a U.S. Ann)' Corps of Engineers 
permit for the replacement of a prnnp station, on the left descending bank of the 
Mississippi River near mile post 88.3 in Meraux, Louisiana. 

Since this project has been issued a New Orleans District General Pennit 22 (NOD-22), a 
Louisiana Water Quality Certification 'Nill not be required, 

Should the plans for the project change; the Depart.-nent will need to be notified 
immediately. before any discharge of fill material has occurred. Should you have any 
further questions, please call me or Jamie Phillippe at 225-219-3003. 

Sincerely, 

<---R.ve~viu ~Che~ 
A linistrator 

c: COIpS of Engineers- New Orleans District 
Coastal Management Division 

Post Ornc" Box 4313' Baton Rouge., Louisiana 70821-4313 • Phone 225·219-3181 • FllX 225·219·3309 
um .... ·.deq.louisiana.gov 



Thomas Magee 

I=rom: 
jent: 

Kendall Magee 
Thursday, October 29, 20093:31 PM 

To: Thomas Magee <thomas.magee@fryemagee.com> 
Subject: FW: DEO SOV: 91027/2535 12 MGD Water Treatment Plant 

From: Diane Hewitt [mailto:Diane.Hewitt@LA.GOV] 
Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 1 :09 PM 
To: Kendall Magee 
Subject: DEQ SOV: 91027/25 35 12 MGD Water Treatment Plant 

October 29, 2009 

Craig P. Taffaro , Jr, Parish Pres. 
St. Bernard Parish Government 

8201 W. Judge Perez Dr. 

Chalmette, LA 70043 
kendall .magee@fryemagee.com 

RE: 
91027/2 535 

Dear Mr. Taffaro: 

12 MGD Water Treatment Plant 
CDBG funds 
St. Bernard Parish 

The Department of Environmental Quality (LDEO), Offices of Environmental Assessment and Environmental Services have 
received your request for comments on the above referenced project. Please take any necessary steps to obtain and/or 
update all necessary approvals and environmental permits regarding this proposed project. 

There were no objections based on the information in the document submitted to us. However, the following comments have 
been included below. Should you encounter a problem during the implementation of this project, please notify LDEQ's Single
Point-of-contact (SPOC) at (225) 219-3640. 

The Office of Environmental Services/Permits Division recommends that you investigate the following requi rements that 
may influence your proposed project: 

• If you r project results in a discharge to wa ters of the state, submittal of a Louisiana Pollutant Di scharge 
Elimination System (LPDES) application may be necessary. 

• If the project results in a discharge of wastewater to an existing wastewater treatment system, that wastewater 
treatment system may need to modify its LPDES permit before accepting the additional wastewater 

• LDEO has stormwater general permits for construct ion areas equal to or greater than one acre It IS 

recommended that you contact the LDEO Water Permit Division at (225) 219-3181 to determine if your proposed 
improvements require one of these permits. 

• All precautions should be observed to control nonpoint source pollution from construction activities . 
• If any of the proposed work is located in wetlands or other areas subject to the jurisd iction of the U.S Army Corps 

of Engineers, you should contact the Corps directly to inqui re about the possible necessity for permits If a Corps 
permit is required, part of the application process may involve a water qual ity certification from LDEO 

• All precautions should be observed to protect the groundwater of the region 
• Please be advised that water softeners generate wastewaters that may require special limi tations depending on 

local water quality considerations. Therefore if your water system improvements include water softeners, you are 



advised to contact the LDEO Water Permits to determine if special water quality-based limitations will be 
necessary. 

• Any renovation or remodeling must comply with LAC 33:III.Chapter 28.Lead-Based Paint Activities, LAC 
33:III.Chapter 27.Asbestos-Containing Materials in Schools and State Buildings (includes all training and 
accred itation), and LAC 33: 111.5151. Emission Standard for Asbestos for any renovations or demolitions. 

• If any solid or hazardous wastes, or soils and/or groundwater contaminated with hazardous constituents are 
encountered during the project, notification to LDEO's Single-Point-of-Contact (SPOC) at (225) 219-3640 is 
required. Additionally, precautions should be taken to protect workers from these hazardous constituents. 

Currently, St. Bernard Parish is classified as an attainment parish with the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
for all criteria air pollutants. 

Please forward all future requests to Ms. Diane Hewitt, LDEO/Performance Management! P.O. Box 4301, Baton Rouge, LA 
70821-4301, and your request will be processed as quickly as possible 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (225) 219-4079 or by email at diane.hewitt@la.gov. Permitting 
questions should be directed to the Office of Environmental Services at (225) 219-3181. 

Sincerely, 

Diane Hewitt 
Performance Management 
LDEQjCommunity and Industry Relations 
Business and Community Outreach Division 
Office of the Secreta ry 
P.O. Box 4301 (602 N. 5th Street) 
Baton Rouge, LA 70821-4301 
'hone: 225-219-4079 
Fx: 225-325-8208 
E-mail: diane.hewitt@la.gov 

2 



REPLY TO 
ATIENTION OF 

Operations Division 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

P.O. BOX 60267 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267 

JAN 27 2010 

Surveillance and Enforcement Section 

Mr. Kendall Magee 
ENVIRON 
117 Tioga Road 
Pineville, LA 71360 

Dear Mr. Magee: 

Reference is made to your request, on behalf of St. Bemard Parish, for aU .S. An11Y Cmps of 
Engineers' (Corps) jurisdictional determination on propeliy located in Section 5, Township 13 
South, Range 12 East, St. Bemard Parish, Louisiana (enclosed map). Specifically, this propeliy is 
Identified as the proposed site for the construction of a new water treatment plant at 1111 East St. 
Bemard Highway. 

Based on revIew of recent maps, aerial photography, and sOIls data, we have detenmned that thIs 
propeliy IS not in a wetland subject to Corps' jurisdiction. A Department of the Army pennit under 
SectIon 404 of the Clean Water Act will not be required for the deposition or redistribution of 
dredged or fill material on this site. 

Please be advised that this property is in the Louisiana Coastal Zone. For additlOnal information 
regarding coastal use pem1it requirements, contact Ms. Christine Cllanier, Coastal Management 
Division, Louisiana Department of Natura1 Resources at (225) 342-7953. 

You and your client are advised that you must obtain a penllit from a local assuring agency, 
usually a Levee Board or Pm-ish Council, for any work within 1500 feet of a federal flood control 
structure such as a levee. You must apply by letter to the appropriate agency including full-size 
construction plans, cross sections, and details of the proposed work. Concurrently with your 
application to the assuring agency, you must also forward a copy of your letter and plans to 
Ms. Amy Poweil, Operations Manager for Completed 'Warks of the Corps and to the appropriate 
regional office of the Louisiana Department of TranspOliatlOn and Development (LA DOTD) or the 
Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration (OCPR) for their reVIew and comments conceming the 
proposed work. The assuring agency will not issue a permIt for the work to proceed until they have 
obtall1ed letters of no objection from both oftbese reviewing agencies. For additlOnal information, 
please contact Ms. Powell at (504) 862-2241. 

You and your client are advised that this approved jurisdictional detenmnation is valid for a 
period of 5 years from the date of this letter unless new infol1nation wanants revision prior to the 



expiration date or the District Engineer has identified, after public notice and comment, that specific 
geographic areas with rapidly changing environmental conditions merit re-verification on a more 
frequent basis. 

Should there be any questions concermng these matters, please contact Mr. Brad Guarisco at 
(504) 862-2274 and reference our Account No. Mv'N-2009-02839-SB. The New Orleans District 
Regulatory Branch is committed to providing quality and timely service to our customers. In an 
effort to improve customer service, please complete and retum the enclosed Customer Service 
Surveyor complete the survey on our web site at http://per2.nwp.usace.anny.mil/survey.html. 

Sincerely, 

---;~,::2 /4f4 
~ Pete J. Seno 

Chief, Regulatory Branch 

Enclosures 
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APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION FORtY! 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

To view the unedited version of the form go 10: http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/regulalory/finalform.hlm. 
This fonn should be completed by following the instructions provided in Section IV of the JD Fonn Instructional Guidebook. 

SECTION I: BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
A. REPORT COMPLETION DATE FOR APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETER..lY1INATION (JD): December 3, 2009 

B. DISTRICT OFFICE, FILE NAME, AND NUMBER:MVN-2009-02839-SB 

C. PROJECT LOCATION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
State:Louisiana County/parishlborough: St. Bernard City: Chalmette 
Center coordinates of site (Iat/long in degree decimal [onnat): Lat. 29.93305° N, Long. 89.95031° W. 

Universal Transverse Mercator: 15}; 
Name of nearest waterbody: Mississippi River 
Name of nearest Traditional Navigable Water (TNW) into which the aquatic resource flows: 
Name of watershed or Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC): 08090203 
[8J Check if map/diagram of review area and/or potential jurisdictional areas is/are available upon request 
D Check if other sites (e.g., offsite mitigation sites, disposal sites, etc ... ) are associated with this action and are recorded on a 

different JD fonn. 

D. REVIEW PERFORM.ED FOR SITE EVALUATION (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 
[8J Office (Desk) Determination. Date: December 3, 2009 
D Field Detennination. Date(s): 

SECTION II: SLIMMARY OF FINDINGS 
A. RHA SECTION 10 DETERMINATlON OF JURISDICTlON. 

There are no "navigable warers afthe US" within Rivers and Harbors Act (RHA) jurisdiction (as deEned by 33 CFR part 329) 111 the 
review area. [Required] 

B. CWA SECTION 404 DETERMINATIO~ OF JURISDICTION. 

There are 00 "wafers afthe US" with1l1 Clean Water Act (CWA) jurisdiction (as deEned by 33 CFR part 328) in the review area. [Requiredj 

SECTION III THRU V. Not Applicable 

SECTION IV: DATA SOURCES. 

A. SUPPORTING DATA. Data reviewed for JD (check all that apply - checked items shall be included in case file and, where checked 
and requested, appropriately reference sources below): 
[8J Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant: 
o Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant 

D Offtce concurs with data sheets/delineation report. 
D Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report. 

D Data sheets prepared by the Corps: 
o Corps navigable waters' study: 
[8J U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas' 

D USGS NHD data. 
~ USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps 

~ U.S. Geological Survey map(s). Cite scale & quad name: 1: 24,000 Chalmette SW 
[8J USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey Citation:St. Bernard Parish Soil Survey 
D National wetlands inventory map(s). Cite name. 
D StatefLocal wetland inventory map(s): 
~ FEMNFlRM maps:225204 0290B. 
D 1 OO-year Floodplain Elevation is: (National Geodectic Vertical Datum of 1929) 
[8J Photographs: C8'l Aerial (Name & Date):ArcMap '98, '04, 'OS, '06, '08. 

or D Other (};ame & Date)' 
D Previous determination(s). File no. and date of response letter: 
o Applicable/supporting case law: 
o Applicable/supporting scientific literature: 
o Other information (please specify): 

B. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO SUPPORT JD: The entire project site consist of uplands 
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" NOTIFICATION OF ADMINlSTRATIVE APPEAL. OPTI6N~AM:> PROCESS AND' '" .. ' , . ·REQUESTFOR.APPEAt··' ··. ' J " . c': .. ' ... ': ': :; .•... ;' ..... ",' , 

AJ!Plicant: Mr. Kendall Magee I File No.: MVN-2009-02839-SB I Date: JAN Z I ZOlO 
Attached is: See Section below 

i INITIAL PROFFERED PERMIT (Standard Pennit or Letter oTpermission) A 
I 

PROFFERED PERMIT (Standard Permit or Letter of permission) B 
PERMIT DENIAL C 

x APPROVED JURlSDICTIONAL DETERMINATION D 

PRELIMINARY JURlSDICTIONAL DETERMINATION E 

SECTION I - The following identifies your rights and options regarding an administrative appeal of the above 

decision, Additional information may be found at http://usace.anny.mil/inetJfunctions/cw/cecwo/reg or 
Sorps regulations at ~}~!R Part 331. 
A: INITIAL PROFFERED PERMIT: You may accept or object to the pelmit. 

• ACCEPT If you received a Standard PermIt, you may sIgn the pennit document and return it to the dIstrIct engmeer for final 
authonzatlon. If you received a Letter of Permission (LOP), you may accept the LOP and your work IS authorized. Your 
signature on the Standard Penmt or acceptance of the LOP means that you accept the permit m its entirety, and waive all rights 
to appeal the permit, including its terms and conditions, and approved junsdlctional detenninatlOns associated with the permit. 

• OBJECT: If you object to the pemlit (Standard or LOP) because of certain tenns and conditIOns therem, you may request that 
the pennit be modified accordingly. You must complete Section II of this fonn and return the foml to the district engineer 
Your objections must be receIved by the district engmeer within 60 days of the date of thIs notice, or you will forfeit your rIght 
to appeal the penmt m the future. Upon receIpt of your letter, the district engineer will evaluate your objectIOns and may: (a) 
modify the permit to address all of your concerns, (b) modify the pemlit to address some of your objections, or (c) not modify 
the permit havmg determmed that the pemllt should be Issued as prevIOusly written. After evaluating your objections, the 
dlstnct engmeer wIl! send you a proffered penni( for your reconsideratIOn, as mdlcated in SectIon B below. 

--
B: PROFFERED PERMIT: You may accept or appeal the permit 

ACCEPT If you recelVed a Standard Pemlit, you may sign the penmt document and retum It to the dIstrict engineer for final 
authorizalJon. If you received a Letter of PermiSSIOn (LOP), you may accept the LOP and your work IS authorized Your 
signatme on the Standard Penmt or acceptance of tile LOP means that you accept the pennit m Its entIrety, and Walve all rights 
to appeal the penmt, includmg Its tenns and conditions, and approved jurisdictional determmatIOns associated with the permit. 

• APPEAL. If you choose to decline the proffered pemlit (Standard or LOP) because of certain temlS and conditions therein, you 
may appeal the declIned penll1t under the Corps of Engmeers Admini strative Appeal Process by completing Section II of this 
foml and sending the fonn to the dIvision engineer. Tlm foml must be receIved by the dIVISIon engineer withm 60 days of the 
date of thIS notice. 

C: PERMIT DENIAL: You may appeal the demal of a pennit under the Corps of Engineers Administrative Appeal Process 
by completing SectIOn II of this [01ll1 and sendmg the fonn to the diVISIOn engineer. This fonn must be received by the division 
engineer within 60 days of the date of this notice. 

D: APPROVED JURlSDICT10NAL DETERMlNATION: You may accept or appeal the approved JD or 

provide new inform at ion. 

• ACCF PT You do not need to notify the Corps to accept an approved JD Fallure to notify the Corps within 60 days of the 
date of thIS notice, means that you accept the approved JD m its entirety, and waive all rights to appea l the approved JD 

• APPEAL: If you dIsagree \vlth the approved JD, you may appeal the apprO\ed JD under the Corps of Eng meers AdmimstratJ\'e 
Appeal Process by completmg Section II of this fOl1n and sending the foml to the dIvision engmeer. TIllS form must be recelVed 
by the dIVISIon eng ineer within 60 days oftbe date of this notice. 

E: PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION: You do not need to respond to the Corps 

regarding the preliminary JD. The Preliminary JD is not appealable. If you wish, you may request an 

approved JD (which lTlay be appealed), by contacting the Corps district for further instillction. Also you may 
. , 

. . r< - . _ ~..-l-1 - ....., - ~: .J ~~-r, L': ~ 1-. •• 4- ~,.-,. (-... -f..-.. .... '" ,.,.....1~ r>.+o +ho Ti'\ )rOV1Qe new mfunO allon fUJ fUJ lnet CUn~IUCldIIOll uy llIe ~orps lV lCe\ cuUaL\.- lllL JU. 

I 
(over) 



. SECTION JI - REQUESTtfO@j\pPEAL or OBJECTiONS TO AN INITIALPRQFFERED PERMIT 

REASONS FOR APPEAL OR OBJECTIONS: (Describe your reasons for appealing the decision or your objections to an 
initial proffered pennit in clear concise statements. You may attach additional information to this fonn to clarify where your reasons 
or objections are addressed in the administrative record.) 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION- The appeal is limited to a review of the administrative record, the Corps memorandum for the 
record of the appeal conference or meeting, and any supplemental mfonnation that the review officer has detennmed is needed to 
clarify the administrative record. Neither the appellant nor the Corps may add new information or analyses to the record. Hov"ever, 
you may provide additional information to clarify the location of information that is already lD the admimstrative record. 

POINT OF CONTACT FOR QUESTIONS OR INFORMATION: 
-- --_._- - '-

If you have questions regarding this decision and/or the appeal If you only llave questions regarding the appeal process you may 
process you may contact: also contact the Division Engmeer through. 

James B Wiseman, Jr. 
Rob Heffner (504-862-1288) Administrallve Appeals ReView Oftlcer 
Chief, Surveillance and Enforcement Section Mississippi Valley Division 
US. Arn1Y Corps of Eng meers P.O. Box 80 (1400 Walnut Street) 
P.O. Box 60627 Vicksburg, MS 39181-0080 
New Orleans, LA 70160 (601) 634-5820 

~--

(6012634-5816 {fax) 
--

RIGHT OF ENTRY: Your signature below grants the right of entry to Corps of Engineers personnel, and any government 
consultants, to conduct lDvestigations oftlle project site dunng the course of the appeal process_ You will be provided a 15 day 
l10tice of any site investigation, and \\ill have the opportunIty to partIcipate In all site InvestIgations. 

I D3le: Telephone number: 

Signature of appellant or agent. 
I 
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REPLYTD 
ATTENTION OF 

Operatl·ons Division 
Eastern Evaluation Sectian 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
Na¥ ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

P.O. BOX 60267 
NE'll" ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267 

JUL 1 6 2009 

SUBJECT: Final Determination of Eligibility Under NOD-22 
hfVN 2009-00462 EKK 

St. Bernard Parish Gavernmem 
8201 \Vest Judge P.erez Drive 
Cbahnette, Lauisiana 70043 

Gentlemen: 

Tills letter constitutes a Final Determination of Eligibility. 

The final detenI1inatian is as follaws: 

a. The propased 'work, TO r-eplace a..n existing raw water pumping station lacated an the left 
descending bank aft.he l\.fississippi River, aT a paint abaut 88.3 miles abave Head afPasses, at 
Merau.x, in St. Bernard Parish, Lauisifu"1a, as shavl'll on the enclased dTav,~ngs, is authorized 
G'1der (General Permit) NOD-22 pravided That all canditions of me permit are mel. This 
approval to. perform 'work is valid for 5 years fram the date afthis letter. 

b. Priar to. commencing wark an your project, yau must abtain approvals fram stale and lacal 
agencies as required by la,,-' and by terms oft}ojs permit. These approvals include, bUT 
are nat limited to., a permit ar \;,'aiver from the Coaslal Management Division afIlle Loujsiana 
Depcrtment of Natural Resaurces and a water quality certificatian from the Lauisia.'l3 
Department of Environrnental Quz.lity. 

c. The following special conditians are added to The permit: 

] . Permittee is aware that this office may reevaluate its decision OD this pe:rrn.iT aT allY time the 
circumstances '>',:arrant. 

2. l.Jl -I\'ork must be performed when the stage of L"he IVfississippi River is belo'..\' elevation + 1 ] 
feeT on The Carrcd]ton gage, Ne,v Orle21is, louisifu-1a. 

3. The pem1iTtee mUST resurface the levee cro'wn ramp aver the pipeline crassing \",it'1 crushed 
STOne at least 7 -inc.hes ~1 thickness for the full '\','iOTh (10 feet minimum) and length ofIhe ramp. 

4. The fill material used tor caver over the pipeline must be an impenrious material (i.e. clay) 
and is campacted to a 95% standard Praetor density. 



5. Tne TIl] ITlaterial placed over the pipeline on the landside fu'"1d riverside levee slopes is 
fertilized a.T1d seeded to promote ne'w grass grO\~T"t.h. 

6. The access road used by the permittee musr be ITlaintained in accordance Vlitb sta.l1dard criteria 
fu'1d to t.he satisfaction of the Lake Borgne Basin Levee District, Louisifu'"1c Department of 
Trfu"1spor"lZ.tion and Development and Lhe Corps of Engineers. 

7. A . .ny da.1TIage to the levee andlor batture as a result of the Dermittee's activities mUST be - . 
repaired at t."le permittee's expense. 

8. Should changes in t.he location or section of D.'1e existh"1g levee and/or river~ or in me generally 
prevailii"lg conditions in the vicinity, be required in the future in the public interest, the pemuttee 
shall make chEmges in 't.t'1e project Coone.erned, or in the arra.Tlgement thereof, as may be necessary 
to satisfacLOrily meet the situarion and shall bear the cost thereof. 

9. Operations must not irlterrere "\yith navigation and shall be coordinated with me U.S. Coast 
GU2Id. 

10. The permittee lli'"1derstfulds and agrees that, if future operations by the Uillted Slates require 
the removal, relocation, or other alteration, oft..he structure or wOlk herein authorized, or if, in 
't.t1.e opinion oft..he Secretary of the .Army or his authorized representative, said structure or v .. 'ork 
shall cause unreasonable obstruction to the free navigation of Ihe navigabJe ",,'alers, the permittee 
will be required, upon due notice from the Corps of Engineers, to remove, relocate, or alter the 
structural work or obstructions caused thereby, 'Nithout expense to the Uruted Stales. No claim 
shall be made against the United States on account of any such removal or alteration. 

d. The New Orleans District Regulatory Branch is committed to providit'1g quality and 
timely service to our customers. In an effort to L-nprove customer service, pleaSe rake a mom en! 
to complete and return the attached Customer Service SUI'vey or go 1:0 the survey found on our 
-..:..reb site at http://Der2.nwD.usace.armv.mil/survev.htmJ. 

e. Your Department of the A.1.1ny permit aumorization number for lL'1is proj eel is MVN 2009-
00462 EJeT( 

Chief, Regulatory Branch 

Enclosure 
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Copies Furnished: wit'} enclosure 

u.s. Fish & Vhldlife Sen;ice 
646 Cajun dome Blvd., Suite 400 
Lafayette, Louisiana 70506 

NationaJ Mfu-me Fisheries Service 
c/o LSU Center for 'Wetland Resources 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803-7535 

Louisiana Depall1I1ent of Environmental Quality 
Office of Environmental Affairs 
Post Office Box 44066 
Baton Rouge, LOulsifula 70804 

Stale Historic Preservation Officer 
Post Office Box 44247 
Baton Rouge, Loulsia...'1a 70804-4247 

Louisiana Depfu-tr.!1ent of Natural Resources 
Coastal Ma..T1agement Division 
Post Office Box 44487 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-4487 

U.S. Coast Guard 
Commanding Officer 
Marine Safety Office 
1615 Poydras Street 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70112-1254 

Ecological Studies Section 
La. Department of \Vildlife & Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 7089g-9000 



Daniel S. CaJuda. Jr. 
Burk-Kleinpell.'T. Inc . 
.:1176 Canal Sin:cl 

Lake Borgne Basin Levee Districl 
6136 East Sf. Bi!!'iIard 11''':)'. 

POST BOX216 
170LET. LA 70092 

Email: •• dlllin1])bbld.com 
Pilon.::: 1504) 682·5941 

F:,s: 1.5fJ.l) 6S::·59·11 

September 8, 2009 

Nl'W Orkans. Louisiana 70 j 19-5994 

LETTER OF PERl\·IISSION 
LBBLD LOP-0909-02-09-08-09 

PermIt Applic:mt/Owncr: 51. Bernard Parish Government 

Agent: Burk-Klcinpclcr.lnc. 

DOlle of Hcquc:-t: 01-13-.2009 

Ihte of ReYiscd H.el[uest: 05-2l-2009 lC-n1<:;ij) 

Applicant/Owner's Request: Pemlis5ion to repbce L':d.sling Ru\\' WOler Pumping 
St:11ioi1 :.J! \ierLmx. 

Project Lucation: Work is on the Riyer Ballurc on the kfl dcsccm.iing l'vjississippi Ri\'cr 
bank. '\'icinity of second order !ewe sH.!tion 208+09, ::ll or ncar J\·1eraux. Loui:;i;ma. in St. 
Bern~'lrd Parish. 

Tl1e :ibove referenced request has been cXLlmined by the District 02 Design, \VmC:f 
Resource;.; aml Development Section for the Louisiana Deparlrnent ofTr::msportali(ll1 and 
Development (LDOTD). :lnd no objection is proiTered provided certain listed pro\'isions 
an: :1l1her,,~J 10. 

The :lbovc referenced request has been examined by the U. S, Army Corps of 
Engineers (US/\CE). ~l!1d no objection is proffered provided cerlain lisled provisions arc 
adhered to. 

In consideration of !he abo\'c. tbe Lake Borgnc Basin Lc\'cc District does hereby 
gmnl pCfmission to APPUC.l..0JT.'O\\::NER 10 perfonll the requested Work v.;ithin or 
~iCljQCCl1t to the Levee District righ[-of~way proyidcd: 

1. A corY of this Letter of Permission, along with :t set of approved plans shall 
be kept on the jub site for the uuration of the Work and nUHle rClHlily 
:Jyailable for any inspector to determine that the \Vorl!: taldng 111ncc has been 
permitted by Lake Borgne Basin Lcyce District, am] is heing comluclcd in 

LBBLD LOP~0909-01-09-QS-09 
St. Bern;;.rd Parish Governmenl 

September B. 2009 
Page I of·j 



accordance with approved plans. Failure to do so may rcsult in construction 
delays. 

2. That the \Vork is accompiished in accordance with the details set forth in the 
initial request let1er dated February 13,2009 and revised request dated l"jay 2J, 
2009 (e-mail) and accompanying drawings as submitted by AGENT on behalf of 
APPLICANTiO\VNER and the conditions conwined herein. Any changes to tbe 
limits or scope of the proposed \l/ork must be submiTted for additional rC\'iew. 

3. That the Lc\?ce District is gi\'en notice in 'Yritin~ at least 72 hours prior to 
commencement of and at rhe end of activities so that appropriate inspections 
can be made. APPLICANTiO\VNER may send notification via email. 
However, APPLl CANT/O\\'l'-lER is responsible for verifying receipl of 
notification. 

4. That APPLICANT/OWNER is responsible for oblaining and pro\,jding copies of 
any permits or leaSe agreements necessary frol11 the u.s. Army Corps of 
Engineers, the State Land OffiCe, lhe Parish Government. andlor ali}' oth~r 

applicable agencies, us well as documenled approval fr0111 the area landowncr(s) 
prior 10 the initielion of thc WorK. APPLICANTIO\\TNER is responsible for 
adhering 10 the provisions oC any exisling pemlits. 

5. Thal 1.11C Work is perfomled in srrict accordance with Ibe stipUlations set forth in 
the Letter of No Objeclion from LDOTD dmcd June 29, 2009; attached and made 
a part hereof. 

6. ThaI the \Vork is performed in strict accordance \virh the stipulations set fOl1b in 
the Letter of No Objeclion from the USACE dated June 14, 2009; attached and 
made a pan hereof. 

7. That the proposed Work does not restrict the Levee District's maintenance 
operations, or any potcnriai flood tIght activities at the levee, nor shall it obstrucl 
or impede drainage, or creaie areas of standing water on the levee batturc . 
.'-\PPLICANT/OWNER mLlst employ ,md maintain at the project site suitable 
erosion prolection measures to the s~tisf<:lcLion of the Levee District. 
APPUCANTIO\VNER must immediateiy notify the Levee District of any 
seepage or sane! boils thal occur during high waler conditions. Contact Timothy 
L. Jarquin, Executive Director, at (504) 682-5941. 

8. That lhe proposed Work dOeS nol occur during sodden levee conditions providing 
the Work takes place on or wit.hin 500 feet of the levee. 

9. Thai the proposed activilies occur and are completed prior to, or after high \vater 
stages such that no operations are conducled at saturated levee sysrems. 
Authorization for \vork periods will be determined al the discretion of the Le\'CC 
Dislricl. 

.L!3BLD LOP-0909-02-09-0S-09 
SI. Bernard Parish Govemmcnl 

Scpicmber 8, 2009 
Page:1 014 



j O. That precaution IS taken to ensure that no construcLion material, demol ilion 
material, or debIis falls into the watcnvay or near tbe bap_lz oftbe wmerway during 
construction or demo]Jtioil activities. 

II. ThaI there is no pencLration, excavntion, disturbancc, or placemenl of structures 
within the lheoreticallevce design section. 

12. That all proposed levee crossings are construcled and maintained in accordance 
with the "Typic"-l Pipeline Levee Crossings, File M-2159-1," preparcd by (he 
Depallment of Transportation & Development - Division of Flood Contra! and 
\Vater Management. 

13. That all activities must be coordinated and performed ,vith the approval and 
monitoring of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

14. Tnat the ground surface is properly sv,aJed or contoured to propedy drain 10 

subsurface drainage inlets and away from tbe levee loe. 

j 5. That an earthwork fill is properly compacted, ana the linished slopes fertijized 
and seeded, a1110 the salisfaction of the Le\'ee District. 

16. ThaT the APPLlCANTiO\VNER is responsible for maintaining the existing level 
of nood rrotecti on at all limes to the satisfaction of the Levee District. 

17. Thm all work is performed and completed \,,,'hen the stage ofthe Mississippi Rjver 
is below eicvation -;. I j.O feet on the CarrolllOn gage, Ne\.v Orleans, Louisiana. 
lnformadon conceming currcnt ri\"cr stages may be obtained at 
\\ \\'W.rn\'11. usace.arm". mil. 

i 8. That APPLlCANT/OWNER resurfaces the levee crovm ramp o'ver the pipeline 
crossing \\'il11 crusbed stone at least 7-inches in thickness for the full width (10 
feet minimum) and length of tile ramp. 

19. That the fill materiaJ used for cover over the pipeline is an impervious rnaterial 
(i.e., clny) and is compacted to a 95% standard Proctor density. 

20. That the fill material placed over the pipeline Oil tbe landsidc and riverside levee 
slopes is fertilized and seeded 10 promote new grnss gro,,· .. th. 

21. That the access road lIsed by the i\PPL1CANT/O\V"NER IS rnnintf'lined in 
accordance with standard criteria and 10 the satisfaction of Lake Borgne Basin 
Levce District, Louisiana Depnrlment of Transportation and Developmcn1 
(LDOTD), and the Corps of EngiJ1Cers. 

22. That flny damage to the levee andlor batture as a result of the 
APFLlCANT!O'\v"NER'S aclivltles is repaired al the APPL1CANT/OWNER'S 
expense and to the satisfaction of the Levee District. 

LBBLD LOP-0909·01-09-0S-09 
St. Bernard ParisI! Governmer,t 

Scptcmbci 8, l009 
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23. That all matelials associated with the prGPosed Work must be removed [rom the 
aren upon completion of the project cnd the area must be returned to its original 
state of existence or bener. .Any dcrnage done to rhe levee/canal, 1100dwall or 
other !load control structure, revetment, or surrounding project area, resuJril1g 
fiOIl1 the proposed Work must be repaired or replaced by APPLlCANTIO\VNER 
at tbe APPLlCANTIOWNER'S expense and to the satisfaction of the Le"\'ee 
Dislnci. 

24. That .APPLlCANTfOWNER provides tj1e Levee D~sLrict a certificate ofinsurance 
fer all ComraciOrs/Su b-contraclOrs working on Lhe project as required by 1he 
"Lake Borgl1e Basin Levee District General Contracis Insurance Requirements" 
(copy attached). The certificatc(s) uf insurance must name Lahc Borgnc 
Basin Levee District as an additional insure-d and contain a waiver of 
subrogation. The certiiicatc(s) must accurmely idemify the project and 10031io11. 
Failure 10 comply wi111 ihis requirement may re;;uit in construction delays. 

25. That APPLlCANT/OWNER provides the Levee Districi a bold harmless 
agreement, which is Sig11Cd by a legally authorized representati ve of the 
APPLICANT/OWNER, ContraclOr. or Sub-Contractor and signed, sealed. and 
dated by Nmary Public. Proof of authorization must accompany the agreement. 
i.e. corporate resolution. 

26. That should any change in the location of the existing levee, riv::r, tloodwalL 
drainage canal, \vatCi\vay or in the generally prevailing conditions in the vicinity, 
or should changes in the mea be required in the future ill the public interest, 
APPLlCANTiOVlNER shall make changes in the project conccl1led, or in the 
arrangement thereof, a!'] may be necessary to sa!iSTaClOrily meet the silUatioD and 
shall bear the cost thereof. 

This leiter of pem1ission is offered with no opinion or approval io the design or 
engjneering feasibility of the \Vorl.:. 

No interpretation or comments regi1rding local laws, zoning, or ordinances 
concerning prop!::rry rights, etc., have been made. Additionally, this leller of permission 
does NOT obviate APPLlCANTJO\VNER'S requiremenl to obtain federal, state. or local 
pennits required by law. 

Be advised thai the Lake Borgne Basin Le\'ee District reserves the right to revoke 
ihis letter of permission if [my damage is done to the levee andlor the surrounding area, or 
ifunsafe condiLions arc encountered resulting fr(1)l1 APPLICANT/OWNER'S activities. 

Be also advised ihm lhis leuer of permission is vt!.lid for one (1) year beginning 
September 8, 2009 and eXicnding Lhrough September 8, 2010 or until the \Vork is 
completed, whichever is sooner. Slmuld lhe \\lork extend past the one-year deadline, 
APPLICA1~T/O\VNER shall submit a \\Titlen request for an extension to the Levee 
Disirict prior to expiration oflhis leiter of perm iss 10n. 

LBBLD LOP-0909-02-0Y·08-09 
Sr. Bernud Parish Govcmmc;l1 

September 8. 2009 
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Sincerely, 

/ d /,,) ,-I ~ 
./i' ~../,.. y::;~M , 

-JW:.r / iO/; / 

Timol~' L Jarquin 
Execulive DiTcClor 

TU:ajb 

t:c: Michael Celestinc-, UX)'j'D. Nc,',' Orieans 
,~.111onio GCfm5fl. LDOTI). Bmon R(itlg:: 
Karen Ohcrli..:s, l'S:\CE 

LBBLD LOP-OlJD9-02-09-0S·Q9 
SI. B.::mcrd Parish Gcvemmcnl 

Sepicmbtr 8,2009 
P;:g.::; 01'-1 



BOEBY JINDAL 
GOVERNOR 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

District Design, Water Resources and Development Section 
7252 Lakeshore Drive 

New Orleans, Louisiana 70124 

June 29, 2009 

Lake Borgne Basin Levee District 
Post Office Box 216 
Violet, Louisiana 70092 

Attention: Mr. Robert ~urner, SLFPA East 

PEF..MIT REQUEST 
F'OP.M OF' NO OBJECTION 

WILLIAM D. ANKNER. ~h D. 
SECRETARY 

This Lette: of No Objection .is !"lot a regulatory penni t and does !lot authori2e the 
!mplementation of any project without documented approval from all appropriate regulatory 
au!:ho~iti65 .. 

Permit Applicant: St. Ber:Qard Parish Government 

Agent: Burk-Kleinpeter, Inc. 

Date of Request: 02-13-2009 

Dace of Revised Request: 05-21-2009 

Applicant's Re~~est: permission to replace existing Raw Water Pumping 
Station at Meraux 

Project Location: Work is on the River Batture on the left descending 
Mississippi River bank, vicinity of second order levee station 208+09, at 
Meraux, Louisiana, in St. Bernard Parish. 

The above referenced request has been examined by the District 02 
Design, vlater Resources and Development Section for the Department of 
Transportation and Development, and no objection is proffered for this 
request, provided: 

1. This Letter of No Obj ection is only for stat.ed work wi thin or 
adjacent to the Levee District right-of-way, and must be accomplished 
in accordance with the details set forth in the applicant's request 
and the conditions contained herein. ~~y changes to the limits or 
scope of the proposed work must be submitted for additional review. 
The Levee District must be contacted in writing prior to com~encement 
and at the end of activities. The applicant is responsible for 
obtaining and providing copies of any permits or lease agreements 
necessary from the U. S. Ptrmy Corps of Engineers, the State Land 
Office, the Parish Government, and/or any other applicable agencies, 
as well as documented approval from the area landowner(s) prior to 
the initiation of the work. The applicant is responsible for 
adhering to the provisions of any existing permits. 

2. The proposed work must not restrict the Levee District's maintenance 
operations, or any potential flood fight activities at the levee, nor 
shall it obstruct or impede drainage, or create areas of standing 

AN EOUAl OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
A DRUG·FREE WORKPLACE 

02 53 2010 
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water on the levee batture. The applicant must employ and maintain 
at the proj ect site sui table erosion protection measures to the 
satisfaction of the Levee Board. The applicant or owner must 
immediately notify the Levee Board of any seepage or sand boils that 
occur during high water conditions. 

3. All materials associated with the orooosed work must be removed from 
the area upon completion of the pr~je~t ~~d the area must be returned 
to its original state of existence or better. ~~y damage done to the 
levee, floodwall or other flood control structure, revetment, or 
surrounding project area, resulting from the proposed work must be 
repaired or replaced by the applicant. Finally, should any change in 
the location of the existing levee, river, floodwall, drainage canal, 
waterway, or general prevailing conditions in the vicinity, or should 
any changes in the area be required in the future, in the public 
interest, the applicant at his own expense shall make such changes in 
the project as necessary. 

4. That the proposed activities occur and are completed prior to, or 
after high water stages such that no operations ire conducted at 
saturated ,levee systems. Authorization for work periods will be 
determined at the discretion of the Levee Board. 

5, That precaution is taken to ensure that no construction material, 
demolition material, or debris falls into the waterway or near the 
bank of the waterway during construction or demolition activities. 

6. That no excavation, pile driving or fill placement is performed when 
the Mississiooi River attains or exceeds + 11.0 it. NGVD, at t:he 
Carrollton g.ige at New orleans, without prior documented approval to 
the contrary from the U.S. ~..rmy Corps of Engineers-New Orleans 
District. 

7. That there is no penetration, excavation, disturbance, or placement 
of structures within the theoretical levee design section. 

8. That all proposed levee crossings are constructed and maintained in 
accerdanc~ with the "Typical Pipeline Levee Crossings, File M-2159-
1," prepared by the Department of Transportation & Development 
Division of Flood Control and Water Management. 

9. That all activities must be coordinated and performed with the 
approval and monitoring of the U.S. ~..rmy Corps of Engineers. 

10. That the ground surface is properly swaled or contoured to properly 
drain to subsurface drainage inlets and away from the levee toe. 

11. That all earthwork fill is properly compacted, and the finished 
slopes fertilized and seeded, all to the satisfaction of the Levee 
Beard. 

12. That the applicant is responsible for maintaining the existing level 
of flood protection at all times to the satisfaction of the Levee 
Beard. 

special Notes: 

That prior to commencement of any proposed work or construction, the 
applicant shall apply ror, and obtain, any required permits from the 
appropriate city and/or Parish agencies. 

That the proposed work is performed in st:rict: ac:c:ordance with all of the 
conditions set forth in the oermit aoolicant's request and supporting 
drawings and documentations. - --
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please be advised ~hat you must request a waiver from the U.S. Army Corps 
of Enginee~s to perfo~m the excavation work while the Mississippi River 
water level is above elevation +11.0 feet. 

This letter of no objection is offered with no opinion or approval to the 
design or engineering feasibility of the work. If we can be of further 
assistance, please contact Sharon C. Terrebonne at (504) 816-7308. 

Yours very truly, 

r; 11 " 
~,A":y'/ _)g~~ 

/ M2cnael J. Stack, P.E., P.L.S. 
rol District Administrator 

25552/ms/sct 

cc: 
Mr. Larrj 3. Ardoin, DOTD 
Mr~ Robe~t Turne~I SLFPA East 
Hr. stevan Spence~, SLFPA Sast 
Ms. ~eggy Sembera, Lake 30rgne Basin Levee District 
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Mr. Daniel S. Caluca, Jr., 3urk-Kleinpeter, Inc. 



8201 West Judge Perez Drive 
Phone (504) 278-4200 

Chalmette, Louisiana 70043 
Fax (504) 278-4264 

Craig P. Taffaro, Jr. 
Parish President 

J ~o knDwn historic properties will b I'f • 
! ,hIS unden2kiug. Th' ff'" .e a •. eClcd by I ! change sbouid _ ISft. <;;ct ~etermj::1arlOn could 
! anemio;}. new III ormat!oI! come to our 

October 15, 2009 

Mr. Scott Hutcheson I Sra'e ,-,. . p Date 
I ~:c!:~~ ~~/hf~j 
Ii- '"' [stone reservaIioc] orr. 

State Historic Preservation Officer =- = . .:::.:.er. . 
Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism 
P. O. Box 44247 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70884-2231 

Re: 12 MGD Water Treatment Plant 
CDBG Funded Project 
Chalmette, St. Bernard Parish 

Dear Mr. Hutcheson: 

As part of the Louisiana Disaster Recovery Program, the st. Bernard Parish Government 
5'rtPJ Wn(v((--<-" 

proposes the construction of a new 12 mgd water treatment plant located on 1111 East St. "'" C \.:; • .!/ <-
Bernard Highw:ay to serve the water needs of St. Bernard Parish. The proposed project is a part ';11 >;;/o!..e 

of the St. Bernard Parish Long Term Disaster Recovery Program through the Louisiana 
Recovery Authority (LRA) and the Office of Community Development Disaster Recovery Unit. 
The final new plant process design will be determined during the Design Memorandwn phase of 
the design phase. A likely plant configuration is described below: 

.. Except for the ground storage tanks, the existing facilities will be replaced in the 
proposed construction of a water treatment plant designed to treat 12mgd. 

• A new chemical feed facility will house bulk chemical storage and feed systems. The 
chemical feed facility will house chlorine, ammonia, polymer and alum. Other 
chemicals ~ill be added if appropriate for the final process selected. 

• Raw water will be discharged into a flocculation and sedimentation unit. Settled 
solids will be collected for return to the Mississippi River through the solids retention 
tanks. 

• Settled water will flow to either a fIlter building or a membrane building. Either 
technology will produce finished water ready for distribution after' disinfection. 
Finished water will be pumped into the ground storage tanks. Water from the storage 
tanks will be pwnped into the distribution system using thehigh-servicepumps.c, ~, 
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• Settled solids and filter backwash, if the gravity filter option is selected, will be 
pumped to the solids retention tanks. Existing treatment tanks from the 1950' s plant 
will be modified for use as the solids retention tanks. 

• Solids for the solids retention tanks will be discharged back into the Mississippi 
River. 

• The proposed construction work will be phased to allow continual pumping and 
treatment while the proposed improvements are under construction. 

In accordance \vith the 24 CFR Part 58, Environmental Review procedure, the St. Bernard Parish 
Government is requesting comments relative to any impact the above described improvements 
may have on: 

1. Archaeological or Historic Sites or Properties Listed in the National Register or 
Historic Places or Other Significant Cultural Resources; and, 

2. Cultural Facilities 

We request you submit your response by e-mail toh.i?I}<;IiliLri."10.:::(:.c.Cilb.S:".u.wQtj:.~~m and by 
regular mail to Kendall Magee, ENVIRON International Corporation, 117 Tioga Road, Pineville, 
Louisiana 71360. If you have any questions or request additional infolTI1ation, please do nol 
hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely: 

~ .. 
Craig P. Taffaro, Jr. 
Parish President 

Attachments 



 

 

Appendix C – Executive Order 11988 – Floodplain Eight-Step Decision 
Making Process 

  



St. Bernard Parish Water Treatment Plant Clear Well 
Pump Station – Holding Tank and Raw Water Intake Pipe 

Project 

Executive Order 11988 – Floodplain Management 
Eight-Step Decision Making Process 

 

In compliance with FEMA regulations implementing Executive Order 11988, Floodplain 
Management, FEMA is required to carry out the Eight-step decision-making process for 
actions that are proposed in the floodplain per 44 CFR §9.6. Executive Order 11988 
requires federal agencies “to avoid to the extent possible the long and short term adverse 
impacts associated with the occupancy and modification of the floodplain and to avoid 
direct or indirect support of floodplain development wherever there is a practicable 
alternative.” 

This eight-step process is applied to the proposed St. Bernard Parish Clear Well Pump 
Station – Holding Tank and Raw Water Intake Pump Station. Portions of the existing 
Project area are within the 100-year floodplain of Mississippi River and 500-year 
floodplain of Chalmette, Louisiana. The steps in the decision making process are as 
follows: 

 

Step 1 Determine if the proposed action is located in the Base Floodplain. 

The proposed project involves the replacement of two facilities; (1) the construction of a 
proposed Clear Well Pump Station – Holding Tank and Holding Tank to replace the 
current station located within the boundaries of the Water Treatment Plant property and 
(2) the construction on a propose 48-inch Raw Water Intake Pipe from the new 18 MGD 
raw water pump station to the Mississippi River.   

The propose Clear Well Pump Station – Holding Tank will be located in the X Zone 500-
year floodplain (500-year floodplain or 0.2% percent annual change of flood hazard) and 
the propose 48-inch Raw Water Intake Pipe from the new 18 MGD raw water pump 
station will be located in the AE Zone (100-year floodplain or 1% chance of flooding in 
any year) associated with the Mississippi River as depicted on the Preliminary Digital 
Flood Insurance Rate Map Panel Number 22087C0487D dated, November 9, 2012.  

Federal guidelines promulgated in 44 CFR 9.4 define activities and facilities that even a 
slight chance of flooding poses too great a threat as a Critical Action. As a result, these 
actions are given special consideration when formulating regulatory alternatives and 
floodplain management plans. The propose Clear Well Pump Station – Holding Tank 
would be classified as a “critical action” because it will be an integral component of the 
new Water Treatment Plant that provides the critical function of potable water production 
to the residences of St. Bernard Parish.  

 

Step 2 Early public notice (Preliminary Notice) 

The Initial Public Notice concerning FEMA actions located in or that may affect wetland 
areas or the 100-year floodplain, and critical actions within the 500-year floodplain was 
published in the St. Bernard Voice newspaper in St. Bernard Parish on September 29, 
2005. 



A public notice concerning the proposed project in the floodplain was published in the St. 
Bernard Voice newspaper in conjunction with the Notice of Availability of the Draft EA 
document for public review. The St. Bernard Voice is the local and regional newspaper 
for the St. Bernard Parish area, including the floodplain area of St. Bernard Parish. 

 

Step 3 Identify and evaluate alternatives to locating in the base floodplain. 

The proposed Clear Well Pump Station – Holding Tank and the Raw Water Intake Pipe 
are functionally dependent on its location to be able to intake raw water from the 
Mississippi River. Therefore, there is no alternative to locating the Raw Water Intake Pipe 
in the base floodplain.  

 

Step 4 Identify impacts of proposed action associated with occupancy or modification 
of the floodplain. 

Impact on natural function of the floodplain 

The proposed St. Bernard Clear Well Pump Station – Holding Tank and the Raw Water 
Intake Pipe would not impede or redirect floods. The project would be located in a 
partially developed area with existing infrastructure. When compared to the extensive 
floodplain area, the project will have little potential to impact the floodplain. Therefore, 
the Preferred Action should not result in an increased base discharge or increase the flood 
hazard potential to other structures. 

Impact of the floodwater on the proposed facilities 

The propose St. Bernard Clear Well Pump Station has been designed to minimize impacts 
from flooding. The propose pump station will be located among existing structures within 
the new Water Treatment Plant facility. However, there is a potential that the proposed 
Raw Water Intake Pipe, located in the Mississippi River, could be damaged if a 
catastrophic flooding event were to occur. 

 

Step 5 Design or modify the proposed action to minimize threats to life and property 
and preserve its natural and beneficial floodplain values. 

In order to reduce the impact identified in Step 4 of flood hazards on the proposed 
facilities, the proposed St. Bernard Clear Well Pump Station – Holding Tank and the Raw 
Water Intake Pipe will be designed to be compliant with FEMA recommendations for 
construction in flood hazard areas.   

The Applicant must follow all applicable local, state, and federal laws, regulations and 
requirements and obtain and comply with all required permits and approvals, prior to 
initiating work on this project. No staging of equipment or project activities shall begin 
until all permits are obtained.   

 

Step 6 Re-evaluate the proposed action. 

Per the discussions above, the proposed project will be appropriately designed for the 
100-year and 500-year floodplain. The project would be considered as functionally 
dependent because it must be able to intake raw water from the Mississippi River. 



The proposed St. Bernard Clear Well Pump Station – Holding Tank and the Raw Water 
Intake Pipe project will not aggravate the current flood hazard because the project would 
not impede or redirect flood flows. The project will not disrupt floodplain values because 
it will not change water levels in the floodplain. Therefore, it is still practicable to 
construct the proposed project within the floodplain. Alternatives consisting of locating 
the project outside the floodplain or taking “no action” are not practicable. 

 

Step 7 Findings and Public Explanation (Final Notification) 

In accordance with 44 CFR §9.12, the St. Bernard Parish must prepare and provide a final 
public notice 15 days prior to the start of construction activities. Documentation of the 
public notice will be forwarded to FEMA for inclusion in the permanent project files.   

 

Step 8 Implement the action 

The St. Bernard Parish will incorporate into the design necessary mitigation efforts for 
building within a 100-year floodplain.   

As a result of this Eight-step process, FEMA has determined that the proposed St. 
Bernard Parish Water Treatment Plant Clear Well Pump Station – Holding Tank and Raw 
Water Intake Pipe Project is in compliance with 44 CFR §9.6 because there are no 
practicable alternatives outside the 100-year floodplain. 
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Property Value

Longitude/Latitude -89.956871 / 29.932006

Preliminary Flood Hazard 
Zone

0.2 PCT ANNUAL CHANCE 
FLOOD HAZARD

Preliminary Base Flood 
Elevation*

Base Flood Elevation 
Datum**

Firm Panel (Date) 22087C0487D (11/9/12)

* See your community flood plain administrator for more information. 

** See your Flood Insurance Study(FIS) Text or FIRM Panel to determine the BFE Vertical Datum. 

Risk Level Flood Hazard Zone 

High Flood Risk AE, A, AH, AO, VE, V Zone. These properties have a one percent chance of flooding in any year — and a 26 percent chance of 
flooding over the life of a 30-year mortgage. 
Insurance note: High-risk areas are called "special flood hazard areas" and flood insurance is mandatory for most mortgage 
holders. See your local insurance agent or visit floodsmart.gov for more information. 

Low or Moderate 
Flood Risk 

Shaded X Zone. These properties are outside the high-risk zones. The risk is reduced but not removed. Examples include X 
Protected by Levee and X Areas of Special Consideration. 
Unshaded X Zone. These properties are in an area of overall lower risk.  
Insurance note: Lower-cost preferred rate flood insurance policies (known as Preferred Risk Policies) are often an option in these 
areas. See your local insurance agent or visit floodsmart.gov for more information.  

Disclaimer 

While the floodplain data that is shown on the map is the same, this map is not an official FEMA Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map (DFIRM). This 
Interactive Mapping Tool is not intended for insurance rating purposes and is for information only. The positional accuracy may be compromised in 
some areas. The map is not 100% accurate in locating your address. Please contact your local floodplain administrator for more information or to view 
an official copy of the Flood Insurance Rate Maps. 

200 ft
100 m

Imagery ©2013 , Map data ©2013 -

Generated on February 4, 2013, 8:20 am US Central Time 

Page 1 of 1~Flood Information Portal for StBernard Parish, LA : Flood Report~

02/04/2013http://maps.riskmap6.com/Resources/Reports/flood_report_coastal_new_theme.php
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