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l. Site Relocation Alternatives

Part of the funding approval process to determine if a direct relocation is feasible is conducting
an Environmental & Historic Preservation Review. According to FEMA, “Federal environmental
and historic preservation laws are aimed at protecting our nation’s water, air, coastal, wildlife,
land, agricultural, historical and cultural resources, as well as minimizing potential adverse
effects to children, low-income and minority populations.” Failure to comply with these laws
results in delays and denial of funding. Part of the review process includes an eight step review
for floodplain/wetland management. This review process includes reviewing site alternatives
and several characteristics of each site reviewed. For purposes of this project, the Village of
Wellsburg has two sites in consideration.

The first site is located behind the Village hall and a baseball diamond on Terrace Street in a
residential area. The site is located within the limits of a Village park and was zoned for
commercial development in 1991/92. Placing the fire station here would eliminate the possibility
of a tax generating business to build here. The site is located on a secondary road (20’ wide)
which would hinder ingress and egress of the large rescue vehicles. !n addition, the site would
need to be raised to meet the existing grade of Terrace Street which would require
approximately 10 feet of fill in the proposed site.

The second site is located on Main Street, a primary road (40’ wide) through the Village of
Wellsburg. This parcel of land was given to the Village of Wellsburg from Chemung County for
the purposes of relocating the fire station. The Village has already begun the analysis of this
site before the flood of 2011. They hired HUNT to perform a hydraulic study of Bentley Creek to
determine its impacts for a future build. The existing site falls within the 100 year flood plain
which would require it to be raised over the flood elevation. From this study, a preliminary site
and grading plan were created to provide an idea of how the site would be modified for
relocation.

A comprehensive analysis on both sites can be found below:
A. Alternative #1: Terrace Street
i. Site Overview:

Proposed Site No. 1 (Project Site) for the new Wellsburg Fire Department is located
on Terrace Street., Wellsburg, NY 14894. The parcel is a 4.50 acre lot reputedly
owned by the Village of Wellsburg. The fire station would be located on 1.8 acres of
the entire parcel. The other 2.7 acres is a baseball diamond. As shown on the
Village of Wellsburg tax map (Appendix F-1, Figure 1) the Project Site (Parcel #226)
fronts on Terrace Street, which forms the properties eastern border. The majority of
the site is bordered by residential lots while the north side is bordered by a
commercial type building.

ii. Zoning/Land Use

The Project Site is located within the Village of Wellsburg, and is subject to the
Village Zoning Ordinance. Under the Village of Wellsburg Zoning Ordinance a
building permit must be submitted to the Board of Appeals for review and approval.
In addition to the permit, a site plan must be submitted to the Planning Board for
review. The Project Site will be subjected to thirty (30) percent lot coverage,



vi.

including buildings and accessory structures, and a maximum building height of 20
feet. The site will also be subjected to the following setbacks; twenty five (25) feet
along the front, twelve (12) feet on each side, and twelve (12) feet on the back. For
off street parking, the facility will have a gravel driveway with no marked spaces.

Site Access

Site access for the Project Site would be provided from Terrace Street. Terrace
Street is a secondary road that has a pavement width of 20 feet. There currently is
no existing driveway for the parcel so a new driveway will be required. The
driveway must be designed to meet the Village of Wellsburg regulations. The
speed limit on Terrace Street at the location of the site is 30 mph; therefore the
driveway must have a clear line of sight for 250 feet in each direction. During the
visual site inspection, it was estimated that at this location there has a sight distance
over 250 feet. The driveway should be placed at the east side of the site.

. Soil Conditions

According to the NRCS soils mapping the majority of the soil at the Project Site is
classified as Chenango Channery Silt Loam. Chenango soils are well-drained with
moderately high to high permeability.

Although the soils at the Project Site are well suited for development including
pavement, building foundations, and infiltration, the majority of the site will be raised
with compacted lifts of stream gravel deposits from another location. Soil testing
should be performed of undisturbed soils at the conceptual design of this
development in order to determine the permeability rate of the soil.

. Utilities

The proposed site will require a septic system and leech field which should be
placed in undisturbed soils in order to properly infiltrate into the ground. Permits
from the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation and the NYS Department
of Health will need to be acquired for the installation of a septic system.

The site is serviced by the Village of Wellsburg Water System. There is a water
main which runs along Terrace Street which would be sufficient for water demands
of the fire station.

Electric service is provided by NYSEG. The existing electric lines run along Terrace
Street, the adequacy of the power line is unknown and would have to be determined
by electric company inspection.
Environmental Concerns
a. Flooding
According to FEMA Flood Information Mapping, the Project Site is located in a

designated flood hazard zone and will need to be raised over the 100 year
floodplain (See Appendix F-1, Figure 2).
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b. Wetlands

According to the National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) there are no protected
wetlands on the site. The NYSDEC environmental mapping also shows no
wetlands. See Appendix F-1, Figure 4 for the NWI Map and Figure 5 for the
Environmental Map.

c¢. Archeological
The Project Site is not located in an archeologically sensitive area.
d. Endangered Species

As shown on the NYSDEC Environment map, the proposed site is not located
in an area where there is concern for Rare Animals, such as endangered or
threatened species.

Stormwater Management

As shown on the NYSDEC Storm Water mapping (Appendix F-1, Figure 6), the
site is located within a Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4); therefore,
if one or more acres of the site are disturbed, a permit will be required for
construction activities. The permit is part of the Stormwater Pollution Discharge
Elimination System (SPDES) and needs to be obtained prior to construction
commencement. If one or more acres of land are disturbed, a Stormwater
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) shall be prepared in accordance with
NYSDEC regulations. The SWPPP for this development will include water quality
controls, green infrastructure elements, and flood control facilities in accordance
with the DEC Stormwater Management Design Manual.

Developing the site will result in an increase of impervious area (from roof water)
requiring a stormwater management system. The gravel driveway will not increase
the impervious area.

Visual Inspection

A site inspection was conducted by HUNT staff, where the site was viewed from
the public right of ways. The 1.8 acre site is currently vacant and is surrounded by
lawn coverage. The site has a gradual downward slope from Terrace Street
towards the west, which becomes flatter along the western border.

B. Alternative #2: Main Street (Route 367)

Site Overview

Proposed Site No. 2 (Project Site) for the new Wellsburg Fire Department is
located on Main St., Wellsburg, NY 14894. The parcel is a 3.50 acre lot reputedly
owned by the Village of Wellsburg. As shown on the Village of Wellsburg tax map
(Appendix F-2, Figure 1) the Project Site (Parcel #118 & #147) fronts on Main
Street (AKA New York State Route 367), which forms the properties eastern



border. The majority of the site is bordered by residential lots/woods. The
exceptions to this are to the north where the property borders Bentley Creek. The
property is currently vacant. Parcel #147 was given to the Village of Wellsburg by
Chemung County in 2007 for purposes of relocating the fire station. Parcel #118
was purchased by the Village in 2011.

Zoning / Land Use

The Project Site is located within the Village of Wellsburg, and is subject to the
Village Zoning Ordinance. Under the Village of Wellsburg Zoning Ordinance a
building permit must be submitted to the Board of Appeals for review and
approval. In addition to the permit, a site plan must be submitted to the Planning
Board for review. The Project Site will be subjected to thirty (25) percent lot
coverage, including buildings and accessory structures, and a maximum building
height of 20 feet. The site will also be subjected to the following setbacks; twenty
five (25) feet along the front, twelve (12) feet on each side, and twelve (12) feet on
the back. For off street parking, the facility will have a gravel driveway with no
marked spaces.

Site Access

Site access for the Project Site would be provided from Main Street. There
currently is no existing driveway for the parcel so a new driveway will be required.
The driveway must be designed to meet the Village of Wellsburg regulations and
will have to obtain a New York State Department of Transportation entrance
permit. The speed limit on Main Street at the location of the site is 30 mph;
therefore the driveway must have a clear line of sight for 250 feet in each
direction. During the visual site inspection, it was estimated that at this location
there has a sight distance over 250 feet. The driveway should be placed at the
north end of the site.

Soil Conditions

According to the NRCS soils mapping (Appendix F-2, Figure 3), the majority of the
soil at the Project Site is classified as Chenango Channery Silt Loam. Chenango
soils are well-drained with moderately high to high permeability.

Although the soils at the Project Site are well suited for development including
pavement, building foundations, and infiltration, the majority of the site will be
raised with compacted lifts of stream gravel deposits from another location. Soil

testing should be performed of undisturbed soils at the conceptual design of this
development in order to determine the permeability rate of the soil.

Utilities

The proposed site will require a septic system and leech field which should be
placed in undisturbed soils in order to properly infiltrate into the ground. Permits
from the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation and the NYS
Department of Health will need to be acquired for the installation of a septic
system.
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The site is serviced by the Village of Wellsburg Water System. There is a 8-inch
water main which runs along Berwick Turnpike (west side of the site) which would
be sufficient for water demands of the fire station.

There is an existing gas main that runs along Berwick Turnpike which would be
sufficient for demands of the fire station.

Electric service is provided by NYSEG. The existing electric lines run along Main
Street, the adequacy of the power line is unknown and would have to be
determined by electric company inspection.

Environmental Concerns
a. Flooding

According to FEMA Flood Information Mapping, the Project Site is located in a
designated flood hazard zone and will need to be raised over the 100 year
floodplain (See Appendix F-2, Figure 2).

b. Wetlands

According to the National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) there are no protected
wetlands on the site. The NYSDEC environmental mapping also shows no
wetlands. See Appendix F-2, Figure 4 for the NWI Map and Figure 5 for the
Environmental Map.

¢. Archeological
The Project Site is not located in an archeologically sensitive area.
d. Endangered Species

As shown on the NYSDEC Environment map, the proposed site is not located
in an area where there is concern for Rare Animals, such as endangered or
threatened species.

Stormwater Management

As shown on the NYSDEC Storm Water mapping, the site is located within a
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4); therefore, if one or more acres of
the site are disturbed, a permit will be required for construction activities. See
Appendix F-2, Figure 6 for the MS4 map. The permit is part of the Stormwater
Pollution Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) and needs to be obtained prior
to construction commencement. If one or more acres of land are disturbed, a
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) shall be prepared in accordance
with NYSDEC regulations. The SWPPP for this development will include water
quality controls, green infrastructure elements, and flood control facilities in
accordance with the DEC Stormwater Management Design Manual.



Developing the site will result in an increase of impervious area (from roof water)
requiring a stormwater management system. The gravel driveway will not increase
the impervious area.

viii. Visual Inspection

A site inspection was conducted by HUNT staff, where the site was viewed from
the public right of ways. The site is currently vacant and is generally surrounded
by lawn coverage, with several mature trees to the back of the site. The site has a
gradual downward slope from Main Street towards the west, which becomes
flatter along the western border.

After reviewing the two locations, the second site alternative on Main Street is more feasible.
Though many of the environmental characteristics of the sites are similar, the second site would
provide easier access to the Village through the primary road (Route 367) which is twice as
wide as Terrace Street. The second site is larger and provides the Village the opportunity in the
future to expand the facility. In addition, the Village can leave the Terrace Street site vacant to
allow for future expansion of commercial development which would increase the tax base. The
Village has spent approximately $20,000 on acquiring and studying the Main Street location.
From the analysis of the two sites, this report is based on relocating the fire station to the Main
Street location.



APPENDIX F-1
TERRACE STREET ALTERNATIVE FIGURES
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APPENDIX F-2
MAIN STREET ALTERNATIVE FIGURES
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