
From: Pitts, Melanie
To: "beth.dixon@la.gov"; "Jamie Phillippe"; "gutierrez.raul@epa.gov"; "cmichon@wlf.la.gov";

"Amy Trahan@fws.gov"; "Karl.morgan@la.gov"
Cc: Holmes, Leschina; "Spann, Tiffany"; Mannie, Kevin
Subject: Consultation for the Alexander Milne Home For Women
Date: Wednesday, June 06, 2012 10:55:00
Attachments: Scope of work.docx

A07-023-A1.1-SITE.pdf
A07-023-A1.2-SITE.pdf
Milne Topo Model - Survey.pdf
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June 6, 2012
 
MEMORANDUM TO: See Distribution
 
SUBJECT:  Scoping Notification/Solicitation of Views
 
To Whom It May Concern:
 
The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
is mandated by the U.S. Congress to administer Federal disaster assistance pursuant to the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (Stafford Act), PL 93-
288, as amended.  The Stafford Act authorizes FEMA’s Public Assistance Program to
provide emergency temporary administrative, educational, medical, or other support
facilities for areas impacted by disasters while repairs and reconstruction of storm damaged
facilities are being undertaken.
 
The attached scope of work and drawings correspond to a proposed project for which
FEMA funding has been requested.  
 
On August 29, 2005 the intense tidal surge from Hurricane Katrina resulted in extensive
damage to the Alexander Milne Home for Women. The applicant is proposing an improved
project for Alexander Milne Home for Women. The applicant is proposing to relocate the
facilities to Highway 21 in Waldheim, LA (30.54994, -90.018759).  
 
To ensure compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Executive



Orders (EOs), and other applicable Federal regulations, we will be preparing an
Environmental Assessment (EA).  To assist us in preparation of the EA, we request that
your office review the attached documents for a determination as to the requirements of
any formal consultations, regulatory permits, determinations, or authorizations. 
 
Please respond within thirty (30) calendar days of the date of this scoping notification. If
our office receives no comments at the close of this period, we will assume that your
agency does not object to the project as proposed. 
 
Comments may be faxed to (504) 762-2323 emailed to Melanie.pitts@fema.dhs.gov or
mailed to the attention of Melanie Pitts, Environmental Department, at the address above.
 
For questions regarding this matter, please contact Melanie Pitts, Environmental Specialist
at (504) 762-2912.
 
 
Tiffany Spann-Winnfield

                Deputy Environmental Liaison Officer
 
 
Distribution: LDEQ, USEPA, USFWS, LDWF, LDNR      
 
 

 
Melanie Pitts
FEMA- Environmental Specialist
Desk 504-762-2912
BB 504-427-8000
Fax 504-762-2323
 

 



Scope of work: 

Alexander Milne Home for Women (AMHW) is requesting a change in location project. Hurricane Katrina 
caused substantial damage to the applicant’s original facility located at 1913 Gentilly Blvd, New Orleans, 
La. This facility was demolished and the property sold. Currently AMHW is operating out of temporary 
facilities in Mississippi. The applicant has purchased 50 undeveloped acres off of Highway 21 in 
Waldheim, LA (30.54994, -90.018759) where they are proposing to construct a new facility. Current 
conditions of the site include: a tract of approximately 29.298 acres of previously selectively cleared land 
with heavy mid-story growth; a tract of approximately 17.139 acres of previously selectively cleared land 
that has been maintained with a bushhog; and a tract of approximately 3.84 acres of previously 
selectively cleared land with heavy mid-story growth (site photos attached).  

The facility will be designed to house 70 developmentally disadvantaged women. Current site plans 
(attached) include the construction of a water well, sewerage pump station, retention pond, driveways, 
parking, etc. Currently, the applicant proposes to develop the eastern most 17 acres and leave the 
western 29.3 acres undeveloped, with the exception of land needed to construct a driveway from 
highway 21 to the facilities to the rear of the property. The small 3.8 acre tract of land to the north of 
the developed area will also be left undeveloped.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Aerial Photographs 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Site Photos:  

 

Site Conditions of the Tract of 3.7 Acres 



 

Midstory Growth of the 3.7 Acre Tract 



 

Site Conditions of the Tract of 29.298 Acres 

 

Midstory Growth in the Tract of 29.298 Acres 



 

Site Conditions of the Tract of 17 Acres to be Developed 

 

Tract of 17 Acres 



 

Seventeen (17) Acre tract of Land Area of Retention Pond 

 









From: Pitts, Melanie
To: "Kevin.Stilley@la.usda.gov"
Subject: Consultation for the Alexander Milne Home For Women
Date: Wednesday, June 06, 2012 13:26:00
Attachments: A07-023-A1.1-SITE.pdf

A07-023-A1.2-SITE.pdf
Milne Topo Model - Survey.pdf
Scope of work.docx
NRCS AD1006.pdf

Importance: High
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of Homeland Security
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June 6, 2012
 
MEMORANDUM TO: See Distribution
 
SUBJECT:  Scoping Notification/Solicitation of Views
 
To Whom It May Concern:
 
The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is
mandated by the U.S. Congress to administer Federal disaster assistance pursuant to the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (Stafford Act), PL 93-288, as
amended.  The Stafford Act authorizes FEMA’s Public Assistance Program to provide
emergency temporary administrative, educational, medical, or other support facilities for
areas impacted by disasters while repairs and reconstruction of storm damaged facilities are
being undertaken.
 
The attached scope of work and drawings correspond to a proposed project for which FEMA
funding has been requested.  
 
On August 29, 2005 the intense tidal surge from Hurricane Katrina resulted in extensive
damage to the Alexander Milne Home for Women. The applicant is proposing an improved
project for Alexander Milne Home for Women. The applicant is proposing to relocate the
facilities to Highway 21 in Waldheim, LA (30.54994, -90.018759).  
 



To ensure compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Executive Orders
(EOs), and other applicable Federal regulations, we will be preparing an Environmental
Assessment (EA).  To assist us in preparation of the EA, we request that your office review
the attached documents for a determination as to the requirements of any formal
consultations, regulatory permits, determinations, or authorizations. 
 
Please respond within thirty (30) calendar days of the date of this scoping notification. If our
office receives no comments at the close of this period, we will assume that your agency
does not object to the project as proposed. 
 
Comments may be faxed to (504) 762-2323 emailed to Melanie.pitts@fema.dhs.gov or
mailed to the attention of Melanie Pitts, Environmental Department, at the address above.
 
For questions regarding this matter, please contact Melanie Pitts, Environmental Specialist
at (504) 762-2912.
 
 
Tiffany Spann-Winnfield

                Deputy Environmental Liaison Officer
 
 
Distribution: NRCS     

 
Melanie Pitts
FEMA- Environmental Specialist
Desk 504-762-2912
BB 504-427-8000
Fax 504-762-2323
 
 
 
Melanie Pitts
FEMA- Environmental Specialist
Desk 504-762-2912
BB 504-427-8000
Fax 504-762-2323
 





STEPS IN THE PROCESSING THE FARMLAND AND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING FORM 
 

Step 1 - Federal agencies (or Federally funded projects) involved in proposed projects that may convert farmland, as defined in the Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) 
to nonagricultural uses, will initially complete Parts I and III of the form. For Corridor type projects, the Federal agency shall use form NRCS-CPA-106 in place 
of form AD-1006. The Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA) process may also be accessed by visiting the FPPA website, http://fppa.nrcs.usda.gov/lesa/. 

 
Step 2 - Originator (Federal Agency) will send one original copy of the form together with appropriate scaled maps indicating location(s)of project site(s), to the Natural 

Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) local Field Office or USDA Service Center and retain a copy for their files. (NRCS has offices in most counties in the 
U.S. The USDA Office Information Locator may be found at http://offices.usda.gov/scripts/ndISAPI.dll/oip public/USA map, or the offices can usually be 
found in the Phone Book under U.S. Government, Department of Agriculture. A list of field offices is available from the NRCS State Conservationist and State 
Office in each State.) 

 
Step 3 - NRCS will, within 10 working days after receipt of the completed form, make a determination as to whether the site(s) of the proposed project contains prime, 

unique, statewide or local important farmland. (When a site visit or land evaluation system design is needed, NRCS will respond within 30 working days. 
 
Step 4 - For sites where farmland covered by the FPPA will be converted by the proposed project, NRCS will complete Parts II, IV and V of the form. 
 
Step 5 - NRCS will return the original copy of the form to the Federal agency involved in the project, and retain a file copy for NRCS records. 
 
Step 6 - The Federal agency involved in the proposed project will complete Parts VI and VII of the form and return the form with the final selected site to the servicing 

NRCS office. 
 
Step 7 - The Federal agency providing financial or technical assistance to the proposed project will make a determination as to whether the proposed conversion is consistent 

with the FPPA. 
 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING FORM 
(For Federal Agency) 

 
Part I: When completing the "County and State" questions, list all the local governments that are responsible for local land 

use controls where site(s) are to be evaluated. 
 
 
Part III: When completing item B (Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly), include the following: 
 
1. Acres not being directly converted but that would no longer be capable of being farmed after the conversion, because the 

conversion would restrict access to them or other major change in the ability to use the land for agriculture. 
2. Acres planned to receive services from an infrastructure project as indicated in the project justification (e.g. highways, 

utilities planned build out capacity) that will cause a direct conversion. 
 
 
Part VI: Do not complete Part VI using the standard format if a State or Local site assessment is used. With local and NRCS      

assistance, use the local Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA). 
 
1. Assign the maximum points for each site assessment criterion as shown in § 658.5(b) of CFR. In cases of corridor-type 

project such as transportation, power line and flood control, criteria #5 and #6 will not apply and will, be weighted zero, 
however, criterion #8 will be weighed a maximum of 25 points and criterion #11 a maximum of 25 points. 

 
2. Federal agencies may assign relative weights among the 12 site assessment criteria other than those shown on the 

FPPA rule after submitting individual agency FPPA policy for review and comment to NRCS. In all cases where other 
weights are assigned, relative adjustments must be made to maintain the maximum total points at 160. For project sites 
where the total points equal or exceed 160, consider alternative actions, as appropriate, that could reduce adverse 
impacts (e.g. Alternative Sites, Modifications or Mitigation). 

 
 
 
Part VII: In computing the "Total Site Assessment Points" where a State or local site assessment is used and the total 
maximum number of points is other than 160, convert the site assessment points to a base of 160.  
Example: if the Site Assessment maximum is 200 points, and the alternative Site "A" is rated 180 points: 
 
 
 
 
For assistance in completing this form or FPPA process, contact the local NRCS Field Office or USDA Service Center. 
 
NRCS employees, consult the FPPA Manual and/or policy for additional instructions to complete the AD-1006 form. 
 

Total points assigned Site A 180 
Maximum points possible  200 = X 160  = 144 points for Site A



From: Pitts, Melanie
To: "kyle.b.gorden@usace.army.mil"; "Raul Gutierrez"
Cc: Holmes, Leschina
Subject: Solicitation of Views for Changes to the Alexander Milne Home for Women
Date: Friday, January 18, 2013 14:06:00
Attachments: 1-18-13 Scope of work.docx

New construction plans.pdf
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                                                                                                                                                                 FEMA-DR
1603/1607 LA
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January 18, 2013
 
MEMORANDUM TO: USEPA and USACE
 
SUBJECT:  Scoping Notification/Solicitation of Views for Changes to the Alexander Milne
Home for Women
 
To Whom It May Concern:
 
The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
is mandated by the U.S. Congress to administer Federal disaster assistance pursuant to the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (Stafford Act), PL 93-
288, as amended.  The Stafford Act authorizes FEMA’s Public Assistance Program to
provide emergency temporary administrative, educational, medical, or other support
facilities for areas impacted by disasters while repairs and reconstruction of storm damaged
facilities are being undertaken.
 
The attached scope of work and drawings correspond to a proposed project for which
FEMA funding has been requested.  
 
On August 29, 2005 the intense tidal surge from Hurricane Katrina resulted in extensive
damage to the Alexander Milne Home for Women. The applicant is proposing an improved
project for Alexander Milne Home for Women. The applicant is proposing to relocate the
facilities to Highway 21 in Waldheim, LA (30.54994, -90.018759).  
 
To ensure compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Executive
Orders (EOs), and other applicable Federal regulations, we will be preparing an
Environmental Assessment (EA).  To assist us in preparation of the EA, we request that



your office review the attached documents for a determination as to the requirements of
any formal consultations, regulatory permits, determinations, or authorizations. 
 
Please respond within ten (10) calendar days of the date of this scoping notification. If our
office receives no comments at the close of this period, we will assume that your agency
does not object to the project as proposed. 
 
Comments may be faxed to (504) 762-2323 emailed to Melanie.pitts@fema.dhs.gov.
 
For questions regarding this matter, please contact Melanie Pitts, Environmental Specialist
at (504) 762-2912 or LeSchina Holmes at (504) 762-2603.
 
 
Tiffany Spann-Winnfield

                Deputy Environmental Liaison Officer
 
 
Distribution: USEPA, USACE      

 
 
Melanie Pitts
environMental sPecialist
1603-Dr-la
Desk: (504) 762-2912
BB (504) 427-8000
 



Scope of work: 

Alexander Milne Home for Women (AMHW) is requesting a change in location project. Hurricane Katrina 
caused substantial damage to the applicant’s original facility located at 1913 Gentilly Blvd, New Orleans, 
La. This facility was demolished and the property sold. Currently AMHW is operating out of temporary 
facilities in Mississippi. The applicant has purchased 50 undeveloped acres off of Highway 21 in 
Waldheim, LA (30.54994, -90.018759) where they are proposing to construct a new facility. Current 
conditions of the site include: a tract of approximately 29.298 acres of previously selectively cleared land 
with heavy mid-story growth; a tract of approximately 17.139 acres of previously selectively cleared land 
that has been maintained with a bushhog; and a tract of approximately 3.84 acres of previously 
selectively cleared land with heavy mid-story growth (see photos below).  

The facility will be designed to house 48 developmentally disadvantaged women. Current site plans 
(attached) include the construction of a water well, sewerage treatment station, retention pond, 
driveways, parking, etc. Currently, the applicant proposes to develop the eastern most 17 acres and 
leave the western 29.3 acres undeveloped, with the exception of land needed to construct a driveway 
from highway 21 to the facilities to the rear of the property. The small 3.8 acre tract of land to the north 
of the developed area will also be left undeveloped.  

Changes to the previous version of this project include location of the road, layout of the buildings, and 
specifics on the discharge of the treated sewage and water well that will be constructed on the site. The 
proposed road is now being constructed north of the original location to avoid jurisdictional wetlands. 
The applicant proposes to dig water well to a depth of 500 feet from the surface of the ground to the 
back wash valve (see attached plans).  

According to the applicant’s proposed construction drawings, the sewer treatment plant would 
discharge 8,000 gallons of water per day to a proposed swale. According to the applicant the swale 
would drain the water to a small ditch currently located on the property line. This ditch crosses 
jurisdictional wetlands before draining into the roadside ditch located along Hwy 21 (see attached 
plans). The land consist of Savannah (Sa) fine sandy loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes, and is boarded by Myatt 
(My) fine sandy loam, frequently flooded.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Aerial Photographs 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Site Photos:  

 

Site Conditions of the Tract of 3.7 Acres 



 

Midstory Growth of the 3.7 Acre Tract 



 

Site Conditions of the Tract of 29.298 Acres 

 

Midstory Growth in the Tract of 29.298 Acres 



 

Site Conditions of the Tract of 17 Acres to be Developed 

 

Tract of 17 Acres 



 

Seventeen (17) Acre tract of Land Area of Retention Pond 
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