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FEMA PUBLIC NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 
Press Park Residential Development & Community Center 

New Orleans, Orleans Parish, Louisiana 
Draft Environmental Assessment and Draft Finding of No Significant 

Impact  

Interested parties are hereby notified that the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) has prepared a Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) and a Draft Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FONSI) for the proposed demolition of the Housing Authority of New 
Orleans’ (HANO) owned Press Park Residential Development and Community Center (Press 
Park). HANO has submitted an application for FEMA Public Assistance funding being 
administered in response to FEMA-1603-DR-LA, Hurricane Katrina, which was signed as a 
Presidential Disaster Declaration on August 29, 2005.  

Press Park, which is situated on approximately 13.5 acres within the eastern section of New 
Orleans, Louisiana, is bound to the north by Higgins Boulevard, to the east by Montegut 
Street, to the south by Abundance Street and to the west by a chain link fence along the north 
section and by Press Court along the southern section. It was constructed in the 1970s and 
consists of 7 apartment buildings containing 56 multi-bedroom apartment units; 18 
townhome buildings containing 98 HANO-owned units and 67 non-HANO owned units; and 
1 community center. Furthermore, it was developed on the eastern perimeter of the former 
Agriculture Street Landfill. In 1994, the site was placed on the National Priorities List (NPL) 
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) after investigations recorded 
contaminants of potential concern (COPCs) consisting of lead, arsenic, and carcinogenic 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (cPAHs) in the soils. Subsequently, two separate response 
phases were conducted: Phase I from October 15, 1998 to February 2, 2000 and Phase II 
from August 2000 to April 2001. The removal actions consisted of clearing a 48-acre area 
(Operable Unit 1), grading it to direct storm water runoff away from the residential area and 
laying a permeable geotextile mat followed with orange netting that served as a marker to 
distinguish the clean fill from the contaminated soils located beneath the permeable mat. The 
permeable mat and orange netting were then covered with twelve inches of clean fill that was 
topped with sod to prevent erosion. The removal action for Operable Units 2 and 3 consisted 
of excavating 24 inches of soil, placing a permeable geotextile mat and orange netting on the 
subgrade, backfilling the excavated area with clean fill, covering the clean fill with grass sod, 
landscaping and yard restoration, driveway and sidewalk replacement, and final detailing. 
However, the soils directly beneath the residential units as well as some of the sidewalks and 
driveways were not remediated. 

In August 2005, the site suffered overwhelming storm damage from Hurricane Katrina. 
Therefore, HANO determined it would best serve the community to demolish and not re-
build the HANO-owned structures due to the storm damage, as well as the historical usage 
and contamination of the land. HANO has elected to use federal funding to demolish the 
HANO-owned buildings, including the community center, to the concrete slab. All utilities 
will be capped in place. Non-HANO owned units will not be demolished; instead, the units 
will be left standing and structurally braced. The non-HANO owned structures will be 
maintained by HANO, who will ensure the braces remain secure and stable, vegetation is 
preserved, and locked fencing remains around the property. There will be no removal of 



concrete slabs or other concrete/asphalt areas or utility lines, and subsequently, no soil 
disturbance. Therefore, no additional remediation activities will be conducted at this time.  

In accordance with NEPA (42 U.S.C. 4371 et seq.), and associated environmental statutes, a 
Draft EA was prepared to evaluate the proposed action’s potential impacts on the human and 
natural environment. The Draft EA summarizes the purpose and need for the proposed 
action, the site selection process, the affected environment, and the potential environmental 
consequences associated with the proposed action. The Draft FONSI is FEMA’s finding that 
the proposed action will not have a significant effect on the human and natural environment. 

A public notice will be published for five days, Wednesday April 10th, Friday April 12th, 
Sunday April 14th, Wednesday April 17th, and Friday April 19th, in the local newspapers, The 
Times-Picayune and The Advocate. The public notice will announce the availability of the 
Draft EA for public review at the Orleans Parish Main Library, located at 219 Loyola 
Avenue, New Orleans, LA 70112, (hours are 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. Mon. – Thurs., 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Fri. & Sat.) and the Norman Mayer Branch, located at 3001 Gentilly Boulevard, New 
Orleans, LA 70122 (hours are 10 a.m. – 7 p.m. Mon. – Thurs., 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Fri. & Sat.). 
Additionally, FEMA will mail this notice to the surrounding community as well as employ 
social media (i.e. Twitter and Facebook) to notify the public of the availability of the Draft 
EA. The Draft EA can be viewed and downloaded from FEMA’s website: 
http://www.fema.gov/plan/ehp/envdocuments/ea-region6.shtm. The comment period will be 
30 days, beginning on April 19, 2013 and concluding May 18, 2013. Written comments on 
the Draft EA or related matters can be faxed to FEMA’s Louisiana Recovery Office at (504) 
762-2323; or mailed to FEMA Louisiana Recovery Office, 1 Seine Court, New Orleans, 
Louisiana 70114. Verbal comments will be accepted at 504-202-0698 between the hours of 
7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday during the comment period and the duration 
of the demolition activities.  

Based on FEMA’s findings to date, no significant adverse environmental effects are 
anticipated. However, if FEMA receives new information that results in a change from no 
adverse effects, then FEMA would revise the findings and issue a second public notice 
allowing time for additional comments.  

If no substantive comments are received, the Draft EA and associated Draft FONSI will 
become final and this initial Public Notice will also serve as the final Public Notice. 
Substantive comments will be addressed as appropriate in the final documents. 

 


