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Additional Information Sheets 
City of Farmington 
Porter Arroyo Retention Pond 
CWA 401/404 Permit Application 
SPA‐2011‐00277 
 
Block 18:  Nature of Activity 

The project involves constructing a stormwater management structure north of Piñon Hills 
Boulevard at College Avenue to manage stormwater flows in the Porter Arroyo and reduce the 
likelihood of future flood damage in the downstream reaches of the arroyo such as occurred in 
August 2010. 
 
The Porter Arroyo Retention Pond was designed by Larkin Group NM, Inc. in 2004 and will be 
built by the City of Farmington.  Hydrology for the design was based on earlier studies 
performed by the US Army Corps of Engineers.  Larkin updated the hydrology using recently 
compiled rainfall data and recent aerial photography and contour mapping, which were 
ultimately used for sizing the reservoir volume and spillway capacity.  The facility is planned for 
construction during 2011. 
 
Porter Arroyo Dam will be located on the northeast edge of the City of Farmington in San Juan 
County, New Mexico.  The Dam will be located approximately 2.4 miles upstream along the 
Porter Arroyo from the Animas River. 
 
The site will be accessed from College Boulevard going north from 30th Street for 1.2 miles 
then east on Piñon Hills Boulevard for 0.3 miles.  The dam site is located on the north side of 
Piñon Hills Boulevard 1.3 Miles west of the intersection with East main Street or Highway 516.  
This intersection is 0.8 miles northeast of the Animas Valley mall.  
 
Below is a quantity/dimension summary chart from the construction plans: 
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Block 19:  Project Purpose 

The Porter Arroyo Detention Facility proposes to construct a dam to control the storm water 
flow rate of the Porter Arroyo.  This removes the mapped FEMA Flood Zone designation from 
the downstream residential and commercial properties.  The Dam is designed to detain the 
runoff generated by a 100‐year storm within the Porter Arroyo drainage system.  The drainage 
system has an approximate area of 1500 acres and is roughly 3.5 miles in length from its upper 
basin limits on Hood Mesa to its outfall into the Animas River. 
 
Block 22:  Material Being Discharged and the Amount of Each Type in Cubic Yards 

Proposed discharges for this project will comprise both Temporary and Permanent fills. 
 
Temporary (up to 0.027 acres affected): 

 Excavation will occur within the OHWM for the permanent removal of two natural gas 
lines. 

 The existing grade in the disturbed areas will be re‐established after the lines are 
removed. 

 
Permanent (approximately 0.298 acres affected): 

 A retention basin, outfall channel, and compacted soil berm will be constructed within 
and along the OHWM. 

 The berm will result in the placement of 915 cubic yards (cy) of material within the 
existing OHWM. 

 The retention basin upstream of the berm will increase the effective area of the OHWM 
and offset the above losses by dredging material from within the existing OHWM 
channel and creating an area for stormwater retention that extends further to the east 
and west of the existing OHWM of the arroyo channel. 

 
Block 23:  Surface Area in Acres of Wetlands or Other Waters Filled 

Up to 0.027 acres of the OHWM will be subject to temporary fill during construction due to the 
permanent removal of two natural gas gathering lines.  The temporary fill will be mitigated by 
requiring the contractor to re‐establish the existing grade within the OHWM after the lines are 
removed. 
 
Up to 0.298 acres of permanent fill will take place in the OHWM as a result of construction of 
the berm, retention pond, and outfall channel features of the structure.  The creation of the 
retention basin will offset the proposed permanent fill by dredging material from within the 
existing OHWM and expanding the OHWM further to the east and west than the current limits 
of the OHWM. 
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Block 25:  Adjoining Property Owners, etc. 

   

Block 27:  Methods used to prevent water quality impacts 

During removal of the natural gas lines and construction of the new structure, BMPs would be 
utilized to minimize impacts of the project on waters of the U.S.  Descriptions of potential BMPs 
are as follows: 
 
General Stream Channel Construction BMPs 

 Minimize stream channel disturbances and related sediment problems during road 
construction and stream crossing structure installation by keeping equipment out of 
stream channel. 

 Time construction activities to protect fisheries and water quality. 

 Do not place erodible material into stream channels. Remove stockpiled material from 
high water zones. 

 Direct load excavated/dredged material for transport to approved off‐site disposal 
facility. 

   

Approximate Location of 

Proposed Project Area 
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General Erosion and Sediment Control BMPs 

 To minimize erosion, work should be conducted during dry conditions, if possible. 

 Existing disturbed areas will be used as staging and access areas. 

 Silt fence should be installed to prevent runoff from bare areas reaching a waterway in 
the event of rain. Silt fence should be as least as long as the disturbed/construction 
area. 

 For disturbed vegetated upland areas, plant appropriate erosion control seed mix as 
soon as possible upon completion of earthwork.  

 Equipment should be steam cleaned of all sediment prior to use on the project and 
tracking of sediment during project operations shall be monitored and equipment 
cleaned as needed to minimize sedimentation/erosion potential. 

 
General Material Management BMPs 

 Construction Materials – All construction materials will be stored in the “Staging Area” 
designated in the final construction plans.  All construction materials that may 
contribute to pollutants (e.g. nails, steel, screws, caulking) in stormwater runoff will be 
covered to avoid contact with rainfall. 

 Concrete – Concrete storage BMPs will not be needed because the concrete will be 
delivered on the day of pouring. The company delivering the concrete will provide its 
own concrete washout and will haul wash water offsite for disposal. 

 
General Good Housekeeping BMPs 

 Good housekeeping measures will be used to minimize potential pollutants released 
from the construction area by wind and/or water. As a general practice, good 
housekeeping measures will include prompt cleanup of spills and collection of litter at 
the end of each workday. 

 All heavy equipment will be inspected daily to prevent discharges of petrochemical 
lubricants and fuels. 

 All refueling operations will be conducted at a distance greater than 100 feet from the 
stream channel.  At no time will chemical or petroleum storage containers that are not 
an integral operational part of a vehicle or construction equipment be permitted within 
100 feet of any stream channel. 

 All equipment must be steam cleaned, prior to use on the project, to ensure it will be 
free of noxious weeds and sediment. 



JOINT APPLICATION FOR DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY PERMIT AND NM WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION OMB APPROVAL NO. 0710-003
(33 CFR 325) (33 CFR 325.2.6) Expires October 1996

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 5 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources gathering and maintaining the data needed,
and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to Department
of Defense, Washington Headquarters Service Directorate of Information Operations and Reports, 1215 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 1204, Arlington, VA 22202-4302; and to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork
Reduction Project (-710-0003), Washington, DC 20503. Please DO NOT RETURN your form to either of those addresses. Completed applications must be submitted to the District Engineer having jurisdiction over the location
of the proposed activity.

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT
Authority: 33 USC 401, Section 10; 1413, Section 404, Principal Purpose: These laws require permits authorizing activities in, or affecting, navigable waters of the United States, the discharge of dredged or fill material into
waters of the United States, and the transportation of dredged material for the purpose of dumping it into ocean waters. Routing Uses: Information provided on this form will be used in evaluating the application for a permit.
Disclosure: Disclosure of requested information is voluntary. If information is not provided, however, the permit application cannot be processed nor can a permit be issued.

One set of original drawings or good reproducible copies which show the location and character of the proposed activity must be attached to this application (see sample drawings and instructions) and be submitted to the District
Engineer having jurisdiction over the location of the proposed activity. An application that is not completed in full will be returned.

(ITEMS 1 THRU 4 TO BE FILLED BY THE CORPS)
1. APPLICATION NO. 2. FIELD OFFICE CODE 3. DATE RECEIVED 4. DATE APPLICATION COMPLETED

(ITEMS BELOW TO BE FILLED BY APPLICANT)
5. APPLICANT'S NAME 8. AUTHORIZED AGENT'S NAME AND TITLE (an agent is not required)

6. APPLICANT'S ADDRESS 9. AGENT'S ADDRESS

7. APPLICANT'S PHONE NOS. W/AREA CODE 10. AGENT'S PHONE NOS. W/AREA CODE
a. Residence a. Residence

b. Business b . Business

11. STATEMENT OF AUTHORIZATION
I hereby authorize, To act in my behalf as my agent in the processing of this application and to furnish, upon request, supplemental information in support
of this permit application.

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE DATE
NAME, LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT OR ACTIVITY

12. PROJECT NAME OR TITLE (see instructions)

13. NAME OF WATERBODY, IF KNOWN (if applicable) 14. PROJECT STREET ADDRESS (if applicable)

15. LOCATION PROJECT

COUNTY STATE
16. OTHER LOCATION DESCRIPTIONS, IF KNOWN (see instructions)

17. DIRECTIONS TO THE SITE

18. Nature of Activity (Description of project, Include all features)

19. Project Purpose (Describe the reason or purpose of the project, see instructions)

USE BLOCKS 20-23 IF DREDGED AND/OR FILL MATERIAL IS TO BE DISCHARGED
20. Project Schedule

Start Date End Date

ENG FORM 4345, Feb 94 EDITION OF SEP 91 IS OBSOLETE (Proponent: CECW-OR)
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City of Farmington

blaine
Typewritten Text
800 Municipal Drive
Farmington, NM 87401
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505-599-1301
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Porter Arroyo
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San Juan

blaine
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New Mexico

blaine
Typewritten Text
From New Mexico Highway 516 (Main Street) eastbound from Farmington, take Pinon Hills Blvd. north approximately 1.75 miles to intersection with Twin Peaks Rd. (to west) and
Pinon Hills Blvd. (to east), take Pinon Hills Blvd. east and travel approximately
1000 feet to the La Plata crossing.

blaine
Typewritten Text
Porter Arroyo upstream of Pinon Hills Blvd. near Piedra Vista High School, City of Farmington, San Juan County, New Mexico 87401. The project is located approximately 500 feet northeast of the intersection of Pinon Hills Blvd. with College Avenue.
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Typewritten Text
The project involves constructing a stormwater management structure north of Pinon Hills Boulevard
at College Avenue to manage stormwater flows in the Porter Arroyo and reduce the likelihood of future flood damage in the downstream reaches of the arroyo such as occurred in August 2010. See attached sheets for additional information.
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The purpose of the project is to construct a structure to control stormwater runoff that will limit property damage in downstream developed areas along Porter Arroyo.  See attached sheets for additional information.
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1 AUGUST 2011
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1 AUGUST 2013
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Not applicable.
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Not applicable.
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Not applicable.

blaine
Typewritten Text
Not applicable.
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Not applicable.
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Not applicable.
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Not applicable.
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Porter Arroyo Retention Pond



21. Reason(s) for Discharge

22. Type(s) of Material Being Discharged and the Amount of Each Type in Cubic Yards

23. Surface Area in Acres of Wetlands or Other Waters Filled (see instructions)

24. Is Any Portion of the Work Already Complete? Yes No IF YES, DESCRIBE THE COMPLETED WORK

25. Addresses of Adjoining Property Owners, Lessees, Etc., Whose Property Adjoins the Waterbody (if more than can be entered here, please attach a supplemental list).

26. Describe any adverse water quality impacts that may result from the proposed activity such as increased turbidity or erosion. How long will such impacts occur?

27. Describe methods to be used to prevent water quality impacts which could interfere with attainment of State designated fishery, recreation, irrigation, water supply or other uses.

28. List of Other Certifications or Approvals/Denials Received from other Federal, State or Local Agencies for Work Described in This Application.

AGENCY TYPE APPROVAL* IDENTIFICATION NUMBER DATE APPLIED DATE APPROVED DATE DENIED

*Would include but is not restricted to zoning, building and flood plain permits.
29. Application is hereby made for a permit or permits to authorize the work described in this application. I certify that the information in this application is complete and accurate. I further certify that I possess the authority
to undertake the work described herein or am acting as the duly authorized agent of the applicant.

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT DATE SIGNATURE OF AGENT DATE

The application must be signed by the person who desires to undertake the proposed activity (applicant) or it may be signed by a duly authorized agent if the statement in block 11 has been filled out and signed.

18 U.S.C. Section 1001 provides that: Whoever, in any manner within the jurisdiction of any department or agency of the United States knowingly and willfully falsifies, conceals, or covers up any trick, scheme, or disguises
a material fact or makes any false, fictitious or fraudulent statements or representations or makes or uses any false writing or document knowing same to contain any false, fictitious or fraudulent statements or entry, shall
be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than five years or both.

U.S.GPO:1994-520-478/82018
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Permanent sediment removal and reworking will occur during grading and earthwork for construction of the berm and retention basin. Temporary fills will take place during removal of two natural gas gathering lines that transect the project area.
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No jurisdictional wetlands were identified in the project area.  Total other waters of the U.S. within the project area consist of the following: 0.298 acres of permanent impact and 0.027 acres which will be subjected to temporary impacts within the ordinary high water mark (OHWM).  Temporary impacts will be restored by regrading the disturbed area to match the pre-existing grade of the channel after removal of the affected gas lines.
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See attached sheets for description of materials and estimated quantities.
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The City of Farmington owns the property immediately upstream and downstream of the proposed project area.  Please
see the attached figure and information sheets for more information.  Farmington Public Schools operates Piedra Vista High School on the east side of the project area.  College Avenue forms the west and north limits of the overall project area, and Pinon Hills Boulevard forms the overall southern limit of the project area.
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Active earth work will only occur at times when no water is flowing in the arroyo.  The project will result in the construction of a retention basin and berm, which will limit future impacts of sediment erosion and stream turbidity of the receiving water (Animas River), having a net positive impact on the river. Existing downstream weirs are designed to collect sediment during runoff events and should be sufficient to trap minor amounts of sediment that could be mobilized as a result of typical precipitation events occurring during construction of the project.
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General BMPs to be implemented during this project are summarized on the attached sheets.  The project is located in an ephemeral arroyo and construction will take place when no flow is occurring in the arroyo, which will limit water quality impacts that could occur.
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Not Applicable.
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Not Applicable.
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