
Citizen Corps and the National Planning Frameworks  

National Prevention Framework: “The term "prevention" refers to those capabilities necessary 
to avoid, prevent, or stop a threatened or actual act of terrorism. Prevention capabilities include, 
but are not limited to, information sharing and warning; domestic counterterrorism; and 
preventing the acquisition or use of weapons of mass destruction (WMD). For purposes of the 
prevention framework called for in this directive, the term "prevention" refers to preventing 
imminent threats.” 

Citizen Corps helps to prevent threats by working with government and non-governmental 
partners with a focus on communicating accurate public information and empowering members 
of the public to serve in volunteer roles and report suspicious activity. 

  
National Protection Framework: “The term "protection" refers to those capabilities necessary 
to secure the homeland against acts of terrorism and manmade or natural disasters. Protection 
capabilities include, but are not limited to, defense against WMD threats; defense of agriculture 
and food; critical infrastructure protection; protection of key leadership and events; border 
security; maritime security; transportation security; immigration security; and cybersecurity.” 

Citizen Corps has a role in protecting community assets in so far as its members and programs 
promote protective actions for community organizations and individuals in their homes.  
Protecting local assets such as businesses and public venues through outreach and education and 
volunteer programs strengthens the ability of a community to be more resilient and bounce back 
after an event occurs. 

  
National Mitigation Framework: “The term "mitigation" refers to those capabilities necessary 
to reduce loss of life and property by lessening the impact of disasters. Mitigation capabilities 
include, but are not limited to, community-wide risk reduction projects; efforts to improve the 
resilience of critical infrastructure and key resource lifelines; risk reduction for specific 
vulnerabilities from natural hazards or acts of terrorism; and initiatives to reduce future risks 
after a disaster has occurred.” 

Citizen Corps strengthens community resilience through its strategy of engaging the whole 
community in emergency management. Councils work with organizations and individuals to 
increase awareness, encourage coordination and collaboration and provide opportunities for 
involvement to improve the overall preparedness of a community and assist others in taking the 
necessary steps to mitigate risks. 

  
National Response Framework: “The term "response" refers to those capabilities necessary to 
save lives, protect property and the environment, and meet basic human needs after an incident 
has occurred.” 



Citizen Corps ensures that essential community partners are involved and aware of what to do 
during and immediately after a disaster occurs.  Trained volunteers are an asset to emergency 
management during a response and an informed public will reduce the effort placed on 
emergency management immediately after an incident.  Due to pre-event coordination and 
collaboration, Councils and its partners can provide assistance to affected populations and assist 
with mass care operations. 

 
National Disaster Recovery Framework: The term “recovery” refers to “capabilities necessary 
to assist communities affected by an incident to recover effectively, including, but not limited to, 
rebuilding infrastructure systems; providing adequate interim and long-term housing for 
survivors; restoring health, social, and community services; promoting economic development; 
and restoring natural and cultural resources.”  

Citizen Corps’ efforts to engage the whole community in planning for disasters can minimize the 
recovery of a community after an event occurs.  Individuals and organizations support the 
recovery process directly by working through established networks and with voluntary agencies 
and volunteers to restore a community and strengthen its resilience.  


