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Position Qualifications for  
Mass Search and Rescue Operations 

SEARCH AND RESCUE BRANCH DIRECTOR 
TYPE  TYPE 1  NO TYPE 2 

DESCRIPTION 
The Search and Rescue Branch Director is responsible for managing a Search and 
Rescue Branch in the Operations Section of an incident management organization 

Not Applicable 

CATEGORY  CRITERIA  CRITERIA  

EDUCATION 

Not Specified Not Applicable 

NOTES: None 

TRAINING 

1. ICS-400: Advance Incident Command System (ICS) for Command and General 
Staff, Complex Incidents, and Multiagency Coordination (MAC) Systems for 
Operational First Responders 

2. IS-700: National Incident Management (NIMS), An Introduction 
3. IS-800: National Response Framework (NRF), An Introduction 
4. L-958: All Hazards Operations Section Chief  

Not Applicable 

NOTES: None 

EXPERIENCE 

Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities include: 
1. Position task book or equivalent documentation that validates and verifies 

demonstrated ability to perform required skills in exercises and/or actual incident 
operations 

2. Comprehensive knowledge of search rescue operations, tactics, strategy, and safety 
considerations 

 
Experience: 
1. Demonstrated experience as a SAR Strike Team/Task Force Leader or 

Division/Group Supervisor in the discipline  
2. Demonstrated experience as a Branch Director in the discipline  

Not Applicable 

NOTES: None 

PHYSICAL/ 
MEDICAL FITNESS 

Medical and physical fitness requirements that include the ability to perform duties under 
arduous circumstances characterized by working consecutive 12-14 hour days under 
physical and emotional stress for sustained periods of time 

Not Applicable 

NOTES: None 
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Position Qualifications for  
Mass Search and Rescue Operations 

 

TYPE  TYPE 1  NO TYPE 2 
CATEGORY  CRITERIA  CRITERIA  

CURRENCY 

Operational incident experience or participation in exercises, drills or simulations within the 
past three years 

Not Applicable 

NOTES: None 

PROFESSIONAL AND 
TECHNICAL LICENSES 
AND CERTIFICATIONS 

Not Specified Not Applicable 

NOTES: None 

 
ORDERING SPECIFICATIONS OR DESIGNATIONS  

 Can be ordered as an individual asset  
 Can be ordered in conjunction with a NIMS typed team  
 Can be ordered in conjunction with a NIMS typed unit  

 

REFERENCES  
1. NIMS Training Program, L-958: All Hazards Operations Section Chief 
 

NOTE  
Nationally typed resources represent the minimum criteria for the associated category. 
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