Community Preparedness e-Brief

Hurricane Season Ends

The East Coast was severely damaged by Hurricane Sandy at the end of October. The
combination of heavy rain and high-winds caused major flooding, and damage along the New
Jersey and New York coastlines. Communities are still trying to recover from Sandy’s
destruction.

November 30 marked the end of the 2012 Atlantic Hurricane Season but disasters aren’t limited
to hurricanes or a specific time of year. They can range from natural disasters such as floods,
tornadoes and earthquakes, to events such as power outages. Disaster emergencies can happen
anytime, anywhere and it’s important to be prepared year round.

Here are a few tips to help you get be prepared and to stay safe:

e Most communities may be impacted by several types of hazards during a lifetime--be
informed about the hazards that may occur in your area.

e When tailoring your family communications plan, consider working with others to create
networks of neighbors, relatives, friends and co-workers who will assist each other in an
emergency.

e Since you can’t predict where you will be during a disaster, it’s important to have plans
and supplies for the locations you and your household go to regularly.

e Flooding is the most common and costly natural disaster; however standard homeowners
insurance doesn't cover flooding. To protect your property, consider getting flood
insurance through the National Flood Insurance Program.

For more tips about being ready for any disaster or emergency, visit www.Ready.gov.

Be heard...Email comments or suggestions to us at Citizencorps@dhs.gov
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