
 

 

APPENDIX E 

 

AGENCY COORDINATION 

  



Summary of Agency Coordination

Agency 
Correspondence to Agency Agency Response 

Date Description Date Description

USFWS 10/15/2010 Initial scoping letter to USFWS - - 
TPWD 10/15/2010 Initial scoping letter to TPWD - - 
TCEQ 10/15/2010 Initial scoping letter to TCEQ 10/19/2010 TCEQ acknowledges receipt of 

scoping letter  

USACE 

10/15/2010 Initial scoping letter to USACE, 
Galveston District 11/04/2010 USACE acknowledges receipt of 

scoping letter 

06/08/2012 
Request for Concurrence Letter to 
USACE (included JD Report, 30 
percent design plans, and shape 
files of delineated wetlands) (See 
Appendix D for a copy of the report) 

08/21/2012 USACE approved jurisdictional 
determination.  

SHPO 

11/18/2010 Initial coordination letter to SHPO 12/22/2010 SHPO response, and requests 
survey 

03/02/2012 Antiquities Permit Application to 
SHPO 04/06/2012 SHPO issued Antiquities Permit 

07/25/2012 

Permit #6217 – Cultural Resources 
Survey along Tres Palacios Creek in 
El Campo, Wharton County, Texas 
submitted for review under Section 
106 and the Antiquities Code of 
Texas  (See Appendix F for a copy 
of the report) 

08/02/2012 
SHPO Determination: 
No Adverse on National Register 
eligible or listed properties.  Project 
may proceed. 
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4030 West Braker Lane, Ste 450 
Austin, Texas 78759 

(512) 777-4600 
Fax (512) 252-8141 

June 8, 2012 
AVO:  27773 
 
 
Kristin Shivers 
Galveston District 
United States Army Corps of Engineers 
Post Office Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas  77553 
 
 
RE:   SWG-2010-00989 
 Request for Concurrence 
 Tres Palacios Creek Drainage Improvement Project 
 City of El Campo, Wharton County, Texas 
 FEMA SRL Project No:  06-TX-2011-008 
 
 
Dear Ms. Shivers: 
 
The purpose of this letter is to provide you the most recent project information as an update to 
our initial scoping letter dated October 15, 2010, as we discussed on March 14, 2012.  Attached 
to this letter are the following: (1) Jurisdictional Determination Report (2) 30 percent preliminary 
design plans to support the Environmental Assessment, and (3) GIS shape files of the 
delineated wetlands within the study area. 
 
Description of Proposed Project 
The City of El Campo in conjunction with Wharton County applied for and was awarded a 
Severe Repetitive Loss (SRL) Grant (SRL 06-TX-2011-008) through the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency’s (FEMA) Hazardous Mitigation Assistance (HMA) program.  The 
proposed flood mitigation project will increase the flood storage capacity of Tres Palacios Creek 
within the City of El Campo.  This flood mitigation project will significantly reduce future flood 
damages in El Campo that originate from the Tres Palacios Creek.  With the proposed 
improvements, approximately 608 structures will be removed from the 100-year floodplain.   
 
The project limits include an approximate 13,650-foot long segment of Tres Palacios Creek that 
extends from Business U.S. 59 near Avenue I within the City of El Campo to County Road (CR) 
406 west of U.S. Route 71, just south of the city limits.  The geographic coordinates of the 
project extend from 29°11'18.13" North Latitude and 96°16'51.03" West Longitude (northern 
extent) to 29°10'22.42" North Latitude and 96°15'02.95" West Longitude (southern extent).   
 
Purpose of Proposed Project 
Through the SRL grant program, FEMA provides grants to states and local governments to 
implement long-term hazard mitigation measures.  The SRL program is authorized by Section 
1361A of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) (Title 42, United States Code (U.S.C.) 
4102a) with the purpose of reducing flood damages to residential properties that have 
experienced severe repetitive losses under flood insurance coverage and that will result in the 
greatest savings to the National Flood Insurance Fund (NFIF). 
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4030 West Braker Lane, Ste 450 
Austin, Texas 78759 

(512) 777-4600 
Fax (512) 252-8141 

Need for Proposed Project 
The Tres Palacios Creek has been a source of frequent flooding for the citizens of El Campo for 
a significant length of time.  Historic flood hazards within this project area have been listed in the 
Texas Colorado River Floodplain Coalition (TCRFC) All Hazards Mitigation Plan Update, and 
include floods in 1990, 1991, 1994, 1998, 2002, and 2008; all of which received a Disaster 
Declaration from the President.  Most recently, the City of El Campo experienced extensive 
flood damages due to the Thanksgiving Day flood of 2004, approximately five hundred homes in 
Wharton County were damaged during the flood.  Local officials applied for a Texas Water 
Development Board (TWDB) Flood Protection Planning Grant to aid in the creation of new 
hydrologic and hydraulic modeling of the river basin, as well as flood damage reduction 
alternative analyses to aid in planning efforts.  This proposed project was identified as an 
important project to the community, which also meets the purpose of the SRL program. 
 
Avoidance of Impacts to Jurisdictional Waters 
An important component of the proposed project is to protect the natural channel below the 
ordinary high water mark (OHWM), and avoid impacts to wetlands.  The proposed action will 
avoid temporary and permanent impacts to waters of the United States.  As noted in the 
attached 30 Percent Preliminary Design, the following commitments have been made: 

 No equipment, grading or disturbance shall be allowed in the channel below the OHWM 
with the exception of specifically noted debris and sediment.  Such work shall be first 
coordinated with and done while the inspector is on the project. 

 No excess excavated material shall be deposited in low area or along natural drainage 
ways.  

 No fill shall be placed within the 100-year floodplain. 
 No material may be stored within the 100-year floodplain. 
 Contractor shall preserve the existing flowline of the channel and perform grading and fill 

operations only on slopes and at the toe of slopes as indicated. 
 Select compacted fill shall consist of Type “B” or “C” backfill (sandy gravel), as specified 

in the City of El Campo standard specifications.  No placement of fill will occur below the 
OHWM of the channel. 

 Where slopes are greater than 4:1, 12 inch rock gabion mattress will be installed.  No 
placement of gabion mattress will occur below the OHWM of the channel. 

 Contractor shall ensure positive drainage (minimum 2 percent slope) for adjacent 
properties to the proposed channel improvements. 

 Hydro-mulch seeding will be used on disturbed slopes and ground per City of El Campo 
standard specifications.  

 
This project will disturb more than five acres of earth disturbance.  Under the requirements of 
Section 402 of the Clean Water Act, the proposed project will meet the requirements of Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Texas Pollutant Discharge and Elimination 
System (TPDES) Construction General Permit (CGP).  A Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 
(SW3P) will be implemented, and a construction site notice will be posted at the construction 
site.  A Notice of Intent (NOI) would be required. 
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4030 West Braker Lane, Ste 450 
Austin, Texas 78759 

(512) 777-4600 
Fax (512) 252-8141 

Request for Concurrence 
Upon your review of the provided information, we request your concurrence that the proposed 
project will not require a permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  Your response is 
requested and will be included in the Environmental Assessment currently being prepared in 
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  If you have any questions or 
require further information regarding the proposed project, please contact me at (512) 777-4567 
or tmosier@halff.com. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
HALFF ASSOCIATES, INC. 
 

  
Tricia Mosier 
Environmental Manager 
 
 
Attachments (via FTP site and FedEx Delivery): 

 Jurisdictional Determination Report 
 30 Percent Preliminary Design Plans to Support the Environmental Assessment 
 GIS shape files of the delineated wetlands within the Study Area 

 
 























 
 

ANTIQUITIES PERMIT APPLICATION FORM  
ARCHEOLOGY 

 
 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
I. PROPERTY TYPE AND LOCATION 
 
Project Name (and/or Site Trinomial)   ARCHEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF A 2.75-MILE SEGMENT OF TRES 
PALACIOS CREEK IN THE CITY OF EL CAMPO, WHARTON COUNTY, TEXAS  
County (ies)      Wharton        
USGS Quadrangle Name and Number  El Campo, Texas 29096-B3       
UTM Coordinates  Zone  NAD 83 Zone 14  E 764380     N  3231944   
To:     Zone  NAD 83 Zone 14  E 767376     N  3230253   
Location  El Campo, Texas         
Federal Involvement      Yes    No 
Name of Federal Agency  Federal Emergency Management Agency       
Agency Representative               
 
II. OWNER (OR CONTROLLING AGENCY) 
 
Owner   City of El Campo     
Representative        Mindi Snyder                                                                         
Address  315 E. Jackson                                                
City/State/Zip  El Campo, TX 77437           
Telephone (include area code)_(979)541-5000 Email Address  MSnyder@cityofelcampo.org 
 
III. PROJECT SPONSOR (IF  DIFFERENT FROM OWNER) 
 
Sponsor   same as above         
Representative               
Address                
City/State/Zip               
Telephone (include area code)     Email Address         
 
 
 
 

PROJECT INFORMATION 
 
I. PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR (ARCHEOLOGIST) 
 
Name   Joel Butler           
Affiliation AmaTerra Environmental, Inc.         
Address  4009 Banister Lane, Suite 300         
City/State/Zip  Austin, TX 78704          
Telephone (include area code) 512-329-0031  Email Address   jbutler@amaterra.com   
 

 
 





Attachment to TAC Permit Application 
 

PLAN FOR AN ARCHEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF A 2.75-MILE SEGMENT OF 
TRES PALACIOS CREEK AT THE CITY OF EL CAMPO, WHARTON 

COUNTY, TEXAS 
 
 

 
Prepared by 

AmaTerra Environmental, Inc. 
Austin, Texas 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This work plan has been developed by AmaTerra Environmental, Inc. in response to a 
request by the City of El Campo to conduct a cultural resource survey of approximately 
2.75 stream-miles of Tres Palacios Creek in and near the City of El Campo, from 
Business US 59 to County Road 406, in advance of proposed channel-widening to ease 
flooding in central Wharton County, Texas.  The land  is currently owned by private 
citizens as well as the City of El Campo.   
 
The purpose of the survey is to identify whether any archeological resources would be 
affected by the proposed undertaking, which will involve widening the stream channel 
from its present width of approximately 15 feet to approximately 60 feet north of US 59 
and 100 feet wide to the south, thus significantly reducing localized flooding during high 
water events.  The Area of Potential Effect (APE) varies from 120 feet to 200 feet across 
by 14,520 feet in length (encompassing approximately 51 acres).  The depth  of 
disturbance will exceed the depth of any potential archeological deposits and will be 
limited to the stream channel and bank slopes with minimal anticipated disturbance 
elsewhere. The project area is shown on the USGS 1:24000 El Campo, Texas 
topographic sheet in Figure 1 and on a recent aerial photograph in Figure 2.  
 
The project area is located on nearly level land typical of the West Coastal Plain.  The 
River’s margins have been largely developed within the City of El Campo and cultivated 
and/or cleared of brush outside of the city proper.  There is also visible evidence of 
stream realignment on aerial photographs and topographic maps where Tres Palacios 
Creek crosses Business US 59 and US 59. 
 
The undertaking is jointly funded by the City of El Campo and Wharton County through 
a Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant overseen 
by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  Because of FEMA 
involvement, the survey will be conducted to comply with Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act and because this is a City and County-level public works 
project, the survey will also comply with the Antiquities Code of Texas.  All work will 
conform to 36 CFR Part 800, and 13 TAC 26 which outline the regulations for 
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implementing Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the Antiquities 
Code of Texas, respectively. 
 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
According to the THC Online Atlas, there are no previously recorded archeological sites 
within one kilometer of the APE.  The closest archeological site (41WH63) is located six 
kilometers south of the project and consists of a single reported projectile point.  Two 
previous archeological surveys have occurred within one kilometer of the APE (Figure 
3).  An area survey of three acres was carried out in 1993 for the Federal Highways 
Administration at the southern terminus of the project area and a 1994 survey was 
conducted by the Adjutant General’s Office 200 meters southwest of the southern 
terminus.  No sites are associated with these surveys.   
 
One cemetery (St Philips Cemetery) is located 250 meters southwest of the US 59 
crossing and will not be impacted by the proposed stream widening.  An examination of 
historic maps of the project area indicate the possible presence of historic structures, 
especially in the older portion of El Campo, between FM 525 and South Wharton Street 
(FM 653).   

 
An examination of USDA soil maps for Wharton County (McEwen et al 1974) reveals 
that soils within the APE consists of 27% Edna fine sandy loam (EdA) 0-1% slopes, 32% 
Bernard clay loam (BcA) 0-1% slopes, and 41% Bernard-Edna fine sandy loam (BeA) 0-
1% slopes (Figure 4).   
 
Edna soils are residual soils largely associated with uplands with parent material of Late 
Pleistocene age.  The typical soil profile of Edna series soils is:  
 

 0 to 9 inches – fine sandy loam 
 9 to 38 inches – clay 
 38 to 50 inches – clay 
 50 to 65 inches – clay loam 

 
Bernard and Bernard-Edna complex soils have similar pedon, both being associated with 
meander scrolls of Late Pleistocene parent material.  The typical soil profile of Bernard 
and Bernard-Edna is: 
 

 0 to 8  inches – clay loam 
 8 to 48 inches – clay 
 48 to 60 inches – clay loam 
 

All three soils characteristically terminate Holocene deposits in mottled compact clays of 
Late Pleistocene age. 
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Underlying geology in the project area consists of Beaumont formation Quaternary-aged 
sandy clays, reflected in the bottom portion of the Edna and Bernard soils, as described 
above.   
 
Considering the projected depth of soils and the shallow occurrence of Beaumont 
formation deposits within the APE, there is potential for moderately deeply buried 
archeological deposits.    
 
FIELD METHODS 
 
The survey will consist of a pedestrian archeological survey involving careful 
examination of the ground surface and existing subsurface exposures.  Up to 87 shovel 
tests will be excavated within the area of potential effect.  This translates to an effective 
coverage rate of 32 tests per linear mile with an APE of 100 feet or less per side, 
necessitating two transects, one on each side of the stream.  The stream channel and 
banks will be visually inspected as part of the pedestrian survey. 
 
All tests will be manually excavated in 20 centimeter levels to 80 centimeters below the 
surface, or to pre-cultural Beaumont formation deposits, whichever is higher.  Tests will 
be 30 centimeters in diameter and all excavated sediments will be screened through ¼-
inch mesh; artifacts will be field inventoried and returned to the location in which they 
were found.  The locations of all shovel tests will be recorded using a hand-held GPS 
receiver. Tests containing prehistoric or historic artifacts (exclusive of recent debris) will 
be further investigated with additional tests placed at 5 and then 10 meter-intervals; any 
location with more than two positive tests or with more than two different types of 
artifacts in the same test (ceramics, lithics, etc.) will be designated as an archeological 
site.   
 
Backhoe trenching is proposed because the proposed undertaking will involve significant 
ground disturbance below the maximum depth of shovel testing.  Up to 18 trenches are 
recommended along the 2.75-mile (4600-meter) APE.  Both creek banks will be 
investigated with multiple trenches spaced approximately 500 m apart on each bank.  
Trenches will be excavated to ca. 2 m below the modern ground surface and will be 
immediately backfilled upon recordation.  Each trench will be inspected for buried 
archeological material, photographed, sketched, and soil strata will be described. 
 
Artifacts encountered in the survey will be described and photographed and then returned 
to their original location; no artifacts will be collected.  All new sites will be assigned a 
temporary field number and will be recorded on State of Texas forms, photographed, 
sketch mapped, and plotted on the USGS topographic quadrangle.  Following field work, 
sites will be logged with the registry at the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory and 
will be assigned a permanent site number.   
 
Because the project will receive federal funds, it must comply with regulations stipulated 
in Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. AmaTerra 
will prepare a Request for SHPO Consultation form for submission to the Texas 



PLAN FOR AN ARCHEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF A 2.75-MILE SEGMENT OF TRES PALACIOS CREEK 
AT THE CITY OF EL CAMPO, WHARTON COUNTY, TEXAS 

 

AmaTerra Environmental, Inc.  pg 4 

Historical Commission. The form will include information on cultural resources within 
the proposed project’s area of potential effects (APE), which for archeology will be the 
area of ground disturbance and for historic resources will be the boundaries of parcels 
adjacent to the area of construction, as indicated by THC reviewer Linda Henderson via 
personal communication on March 26, 2012.    
 
For historic resources, where rights of entry have been granted or where the resources can 
be seen from public rights-of-way, AmaTerra will perform a historic resources 
reconnaissance survey to identify and document buildings, structures, and objects within 
the historical APE.   AmaTerra will apply the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP) Criteria of Eligibility to these resources to assess their significance. AmaTerra 
will then apply the Criteria of Adverse Effect to any resources that are recommended as 
NRHP-eligible.  
 
AmaTerra will prepare a complete technical report, describing the work accomplished, 
and presenting the technical results. All archeological sites will be fully described, 
illustrated and evaluated and explicit management recommendations will be provided 
regarding eligibility for State Archeological Landmark designation and listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
 
The results of the investigation will be compiled into a professional report as required 
under Chapter 26 of the THC’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.  The report will describe 
the project area conditions and cultural background, existing and newly-documented sites 
(including newly-produced site trinomials), ownership of the site properties and SAL 
eligibility of these sites based on the requirements of 13 TAC 26.5(35), 13 TAC 26.20(1) 
and 13 TAC 26.20(2).  This report will be submitted to the THC for review and 
comment.  All archeological sites located during the survey will be recorded at TARL, 
and any specific site-related photographs, and records will be curated at that facility 
according to their standards.   No artifacts will be collected.  Upon acceptance of the draft 
report by the THC, the final report will be prepared to satisfy the conditions of the permit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
References 
 
McEwen, Harry F. and Jack Crout  
1974 Soil Survey of Wharton County, Texas. United States Department of Agriculture 

Soil Conservation Service (USDA-SCS) in cooperation with the Texas 
Agricultural Experiment Station. 
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Figure 1.  Project Area on El Campo, Texas 1:24,000 topographic sheet.  
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Figure 2.  Project Area on aerial photograph. 
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Figure 3.  Previous archeological surveys on El Campo, Texas 1:24,000 topographic sheet.  
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Figure 4.  Soils within project area on aerial photograph.  
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