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APPENDIX B- SITE VISIT PHOTOGRAPHS

Client Name:

City of Aurora, Colorado

Project:

Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project

Project No.
15702626

Photo No. Date:
1 03-21-12

Description:

Looking southwest at
the box culvert under
East 17" Avenue. This
is the southern
(upstream) end of the
project area.

Photo No. Date:
2 03-21-12
Description:

Looking downstream
(toward Monteview
Boulevard) from 17"
Avenue box culvert.




APPENDIX B- SITE VISIT PHOTOGRAPHS

Client Name:

City of Aurora, Colorado

Project:

Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project

Project No.
15702626

Photo No. Date:
3 03-21-12

Description:

Creek segment
downstream from Photo
No. 2. Potential staging
area in background.

Photo No. Date:
4 03-21-12
Description:

Existing box culvert
under Monteview
Boulevard.




APPENDIX B- SITE VISIT PHOTOGRAPHS

Client Name:

City of Aurora, Colorado

Project:

Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project

Project No.
15702626

Photo No. Date:
5 03-21-12

Description:

Looking downstream
from Monteview

Boulevard.

Photo No. Date:
6 03-21-12

Description:

Looking upstream at
existing box culvert
under Monteview
Boulevard.




APPENDIX B- SITE VISIT PHOTOGRAPHS

Client Name:

City of Aurora, Colorado

Project:

Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project

Project No.
15702626

Photo No. Date:
7 03-21-12

Description:

Looking downstream
from Photo No. 5.

Photo No. Date:
8 03-21-12
Description:

Looking upstream from
near north end of the
project area.




APPENDIX B- SITE VISIT PHOTOGRAPHS

Client Name:

City of Aurora, Colorado

Project:

Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project

Project No.
15702626

Photo No. Date:
9 03-21-12

Description:

Looking at existing drop
structure to be removed
near the downstream

end of the project area.

Photo No. Date:
10 03-21-12
Description:

Potential staging area
at the north
(downstream) end of
the project area.
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City of Aurora @ AURORAWATER

Water Department Aurora

Capital Projects Division
Phone; 720-859-4300
Fax; 720-859-4380

March 8§, 2012

United States Army Corps of Engineers

9307 S. Wadsworth Boulevard

Littleton, CO 80128

Attn: Matt Montgomery, Regulatory Specialist

Re: Montview Bridge Replacement at Lower Westerly Creek

Dear Mr. Montgomery,

In October of 2010, the Aurora Water Department submitted a Pre-disaster Mitigation Application (PDM)
with the Federal Emergency Management Agency via the Colorado Department of Emergency Management
(CDEM) to address historical flooding in Lower Westerly Creek at Montview Boulevard. CDEM recently
requested that we contact the USACE to initiate permitting requirements related to the proposed bridge
improvements. This request is in response to our continued effort to further the grant application and

ultimately gain approval and distribution of project funding.

During severe storm events, flows from the Lower Westerly Creek overtop the roadway which causes a
disruption for traffic and emergency vehicles due to the undersized twin box culverts and the backwater
effect poses a significant flooding risk to upstream properties. The proposed improvement replaces the
existing twin 6’ x 8’ box culverts with a 60 foot span structure capable of conveying the 100-year storm
event. The project entails the bridge structure, downstream and upstream channel widening, and lowering of
the creek invert via drop structures at the tie-in up to E. 17" Avenue. Our anticipated acreage of disturbance
is approximately 4.0 acres. This is based on our typical cross-section from Stations 102+50 to 75+50 as

shown on the “Proposed Improvements” enclosure.

Per our phone conversation, I am providing you a location map, an aerial of the project site and the plan and
profile sheet of proposed improvements. Ihave also included an exhibit which shows the improved and

unimproved 100-year floodplain contours.

Please review the enclosed material and provide us an initial determination of permit requirements. Feel free
to call me at 720-859-4324 if I can be of any further assistance or if you need any additional information.

Sincerely,

Vernon A. Adam, P.E.
Senior Water Project Manager

15151 E. Alameda Pkwy., Suite 4400  Aurora, Colorado 80012 * www.aurorawater.org
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U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Region VIII

Denver Federal Center, Building 710
P.O. Box 25267

Denver, CO 80225-0267

July 26, 2012

Mr. Ed Nichols

State Historic Preservation Officer
History Colorado

1200 Broadway

Denver, Colorado 80203

RE: Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project, Aurora, Colorado;
FEMA FMA-PJ-08-C0O-2011-001

Dear Mr. Nichols:

The City of Aurora (City) has applied for funding under the Department of Homeland Security (DHS),
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) program, which
provides funding to States and communities to assist in their efforts to reduce or eliminate the risk of
repetitive flood damage to buildings, and structures insurable under the National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP). The purpose of this letter is to initiate and conclude consultation pursuant to Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), as implemented by 36 CFR Part 800.

At the request of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), URS Group, Inc. prepared the
enclosed cultural resources form entitled Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project, Aurora, Colorado.

Undertaking
The City of Aurora is proposing a flood control project that includes the replacement of existing box

culverts at Montview Boulevard (built circa 1970) with a new bridge. Additionally, the creek beneath
the road would be lowered approximately 5 feet, and channel improvements would be made to
approximately 2,700 linear feet of Westerly Creek. The proposed channel improvements would minimize
impact to the already improved west bank and focus on lowering the creek bed and improving the east
bank. The proposed impacts encompass approximately 1.4 acres. The Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) is partially funding this project and is required under Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended, to take into account the effects of its actions on
historic properties.

Area of Potential Effects

The Area of Potential Effects (APE) is defined as the approximately 1.4-acre area along both sides of
Westerly Creek, between 23rd Avenue and 17th Avenue, which will be directly affected by the project
components. The project is next to existing roads, and additional access routes are not needed.
Equipment and material storage can be contained within the area of disturbance. Visual impacts are non-

Westerly Creek 1 July 26, 2012



existent due to the project being within a relatively deep channel with a limited field of vision beyond the
cut banks of the waterway. The attached survey form contains a map (Figure 1-1) depicting the APE.

Identification of Historic Properties
The survey of the proposed project resulted in the findings of no cultural resources within the APE.

This section of Westerly Creek has already undergone significant physical disturbance, as the creek bed
has been the subject of erosion and prior construction activity. It is unlikely that any intact
archaeological historic properties are present within the APE. If previously unknown cultural resources
are discovered, work will be stopped, and FEMA and the Colorado SHPO will be notified as soon as
possible.

Determination of Effects

FEMA believes that the background research and enclosed cultural resource form represent a reasonable
and good faith effort to carry out appropriate identification efforts as stated in 36 CFR Part 800.4(b)(1).
Based on this information, and in accordance with the Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act and its implementing regulation, 36 CFR Part 800.4(d)(1), FEMA has determined there will be ‘no
historic properties affected’ as a result of the proposed action. '

We respectfully seek your concurrence with these determinations of eligibility and effect. If you have
questions about any of the information contained in this letter or require additional information, please
contact me by telephone at (303) 235-4926 or by e-mail at richard.myers@dhs.gov.

Sincerely,

Richard Myers
Deputy Regiorfal Environmental Officer
FEMA Region VIII

cc: Gordon Tucker, URS Denver

Enclosure: Limited-Results Cultural Resource Survey Form: Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation
Project, Aurora, Colorado (July 16, 2012, Juston Fariello)

Westerly Creek
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History Colorado- Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation OAHP 1420
COLORADO CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY Revised 9/98
LIMITED-RESULTS CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY FORM
(Page 1 of 4)

This form (#1420) is for small scale limited results projects - block surveys less than 160 acres with
linear surveys under four miles. Additionally, there should be no sites and a maximum of four Isolated
Finds. This form must be typed.

A LN

IDENTIFICATION

Report Title (include County): _Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project, Aurora, Colorado
Date of Field Work: _June 4, 2012

Form completed by: _Juston Fariello Date: July 12, 2012

Survey Organization/Agency: URS Corporation

Principal Investigator: Gordon Tucker

Principal Investigator's Signature:

Other Crew: Juston Fariello (performed field survey)
Address: 8181 E. Tufts Ave, Denver, CO 80237
Lead Agency / Land Owner: __Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

Contact: _Richard Myers , Deputy Regional Environmental Officer
Address: FEMA Region VIII, Denver Federal Center, Building 710, Box 25267 Denver , CO
80225-0267
Client: __FEMA
Permit Type and Number: Colorado Archaeology Survey Permit 2012-71
Report / Contract Number:_HMA Subapplication No.: HSFEHQ-09-D-1130 / URS Project
15702626

Comments: N/A

[I. DESCRIPTION OF UNDERTAKING / PROJECT

10.

11.
12.

Type of Undertaking: A flood control project that includes the replacement of existing box

culverts at Montview Boulevard (built circa 1970) with a new bridge. Additionally, the creek

beneath the road would be lowered approximately 5 feet, and channel improvements would be

made to approximately 2,700 linear feet of Westerly Creek. The proposed channel

improvements would minimize impact to the already improved west bank and focus on lowering

the channel and improving the east bank.
Size of Undertaking (acres): _ 1.4 Size of Project (if different) ___N/A

Nature of the Anticipated Disturbance: The excavation of approximately 12,000 cubic yards of

soil and vegetation in an already disturbed area (a city park).




Limited-Results Archaeological Survey Form (Page 2 of 4)

13. Comments: This project will take place primarily in Montview Park, a facility owned by the

City of Aurora. The park has been landscaped with grass that extends to the edge of the creek.

North of Montview Park (and Montview Avenue), the project area is adjacent to the

Westerly Creek Trail on the west and a large commercial complex with asphalt parking lots on

the east. The land east of the creek is dirt but has been disturbed by the construction of the

adjacent commercial property. The channel north of Montview Avenue has a concrete

retaining wall on the east side and most of the channel has a thick lining of trees. The

proposed work will modify and improve a segment of Westerly Creek that flows through the

park. As noted above, the work will involve the replacement of existing culverts (built circa

1970) and excavations in the base and the east bank of the creek. The entire Area of

Potential Effects (APE) has been previously disturbed by construction activities in the 1960s,

when the park and adjacent commercial properties were built. In addition, the entire APE is

within an urban setting, with numerous houses of various ages (primarily built in the years

1930-1970) and commercial buildings located immediately adjacent to the project area. This

section of Westerly Creek has already undergone significant physical disturbance, as the creek

bed has been the subject of erosion and prior flood and erosion control projects. Due to the

prior disturbances, it is unlikely that any eligible, intact archaeological historic properties are

present within the APE. The project should not have any type of indirect visual or auditory

effect on historic properties or resources located near the APE. All disturbances will take place

within the confines of the park, and anysounds produced by the project will be temporary.

[ll. PROJECT LOCATION

Please attach a photocopy of USGS Quad. clearly showing the project location. The Quad. should

be clearly labeled with the Prime Meridian, Township, Range, Section(s), Quad. map name, size,

and date. Please do not reduce or enlarge the photocopy.

14. Description: _Proposed channel improvements to Westerly Creek between 23" Avenue and

17" Avenue in Aurora, CO.

15. Legal Location: Quad. Map: Englewood Date(s): 1965/1980

Principal Meridian: 6th X NM _ Ute
NOTE: Only generalized subdivision ("quarter quarters") within each section is needed

Township:_3S ___ Range:_67W Sec.:_33 1/4s _SW_NW __ SE ;
Township: Range: Sec.: 1/4s ;

Township: Range: Sec.: 1/4s ;

If section(s) is irregular, explain alignment method: __N/A

16. Total number of acres surveyed: 1.4
17. Comments: N/A




Limited-Results Archaeological Survey Form (Page 3 of 4)

V. ENVIRONMENT

18. General Topographic Setting: Westerly Creek perennial drainage and surrounding floodplain.

Current Land Use: __ City park.

19. Flora: Grassy riparian zone with cottonwood trees, willow trees, and grasses.

20. Soils/Geology: Weld loam, brown to darkish grey. Alluvial floodplain.
21. Ground Visibility: _0%-20%
22. Comments: N/A

V. LITERATURE REVIEW
23. Location of File Search: COMPASS — Colorado’s Online Database Date: July 12, 2012

24. Previous Survey Activity - In the project area: _ None

In the general region: The project area is near the historic core of Aurora and is on the border

of an older portion of Denver. Dozens of studies and surveys have been taken within a 1-mile

radius of the project area and have recorded more than 250 resources, primarily buildings and built

environment resources. No previously recorded historic resources are located within the APE. The

project should have no indirect effects on any of the recorded resources in the area.

25. Known Cultural Resources - In the project area: None

In the general region (summarize): The project area is near the historic core of Aurora and

is on the border of an older portion of Denver. More than 250 historic sites (primarily buildings and

built environment resources) have been recorded within 1 mile of the APE, though no previously

recorded cultural resources are located within the APE. The project should have no indirect effects

on any of the recorded resources in the area. All work will take place within the creek bed, which is

located in a park. Any sounds emanating from the project will be temporary.

26. Expected Results: __The intensity of natural and modern disturbances has decreased the

potential for cultural resources. Based on the records search and disturbance in the APE, itis

unlikely that cultural materials will be discovered during the pedestrian survey.




Limited-Results Archaeological Survey Form (Page 4 of 4)

VI. STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES

27. Intensive pedestrian survey of project area limited to banks and base of Westerly Creek

between 23" Avenue and 17" Avenue. Carefully inspect the project area for evidence of past

patterned human activity, 50 years old or older.

VIl. FIELD METHODS

28. Definitions: Site Five or more artifacts with or without associated features.

Isolated Find___ Four or less artifacts, no associated features.

29. Describe Survey Method: _One archaeologist walked parallel transects spaced no more

than 30 meters (approximately 100 feet) apart within the area. During this survey, the

archaeoloqist closely inspected the ground surface for any evidence of past, patterned human

activity. Cut banks along the creek were thoroughly inspected for buried cultural materials.

VIIl. RESULTS
30. List IFs if applicable. Indicate IF locations on the map completed for Part IIl.
A. Smithsonian Number: _N/A Description: N/A
B. Smithsonian Number: Description:
C. Smithsonian Number: Description:
D. Smithsonian Number: Description:

31. Using your professional knowledge of the region, why are there none or very limited
cultural remains in the project area? Is there subsurface potential?

The project area has been heavily disturbed by the construction related to the park and its

amenities as well as improvements to Westerly Creek. Subsurface potential is limited, and the

potential for cultural resources has been lost due to disturbance.
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URS

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG

Client Name:
FEMA

Project:
Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project

Project No.:
15702626.03HUH

Photo Date:

No.: 6/4/2012
100-6422

Site Number:
N/A

Description:

Looking southwest at
existing box culvert

under 17th Avenue. This

is the southern
(upstream) end of the
project area.

URS

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG

Client Name:
FEMA

Project:

Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project

Project No.:
15702626.03HUH

Photo Date:

No.. 6/4/2012
100-6433

Site Number:
N/A

Description:

Looking north (toward
Montview Boulevard)
from 17th Avenue box
culvert.




URS

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG

Client Name:
FEMA

Project:
Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project

Project No.:
15702626.03HUH

Photo Date:

No.. 6/4/2012
100-6426
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History Colorado- Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation OAHP 1420
COLORADO CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY Revised 9/98
LIMITED-RESULTS CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY FORM
(Page 1 of 4)

This form (#1420) is for small scale limited results projects - block surveys less than 160 acres with
linear surveys under four miles. Additionally, there should be no sites and a maximum of four Isolated
Finds. This form must be typed.

A LN

IDENTIFICATION

Report Title (include County): _Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project, Aurora, Colorado
Date of Field Work: _June 4, 2012

Form completed by: _Juston Fariello Date: July 12, 2012

Survey Organization/Agency: URS Corporation

Principal Investigator: Gordon Tucker

Principal Investigator's Signature:

Other Crew: Juston Fariello (performed field survey)
Address: 8181 E. Tufts Ave, Denver, CO 80237
Lead Agency / Land Owner: __Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

Contact: _Richard Myers , Deputy Regional Environmental Officer
Address: FEMA Region VIII, Denver Federal Center, Building 710, Box 25267 Denver , CO
80225-0267
Client: __FEMA
Permit Type and Number: Colorado Archaeology Survey Permit 2012-71
Report / Contract Number:_HMA Subapplication No.: HSFEHQ-09-D-1130 / URS Project
15702626

Comments: N/A

[I. DESCRIPTION OF UNDERTAKING / PROJECT

10.

11.
12.

Type of Undertaking: A flood control project that includes the replacement of existing box

culverts at Montview Boulevard (built circa 1970) with a new bridge. Additionally, the creek

beneath the road would be lowered approximately 5 feet, and channel improvements would be

made to approximately 2,700 linear feet of Westerly Creek. The proposed channel

improvements would minimize impact to the already improved west bank and focus on lowering

the channel and improving the east bank.
Size of Undertaking (acres): _ 1.4 Size of Project (if different) ___N/A

Nature of the Anticipated Disturbance: The excavation of approximately 12,000 cubic yards of

soil and vegetation in an already disturbed area (a city park).




Limited-Results Archaeological Survey Form (Page 2 of 4)

13. Comments: This project will take place primarily in Montview Park, a facility owned by the

City of Aurora. The park has been landscaped with grass that extends to the edge of the creek.

North of Montview Park (and Montview Avenue), the project area is adjacent to the

Westerly Creek Trail on the west and a large commercial complex with asphalt parking lots on

the east. The land east of the creek is dirt but has been disturbed by the construction of the

adjacent commercial property. The channel north of Montview Avenue has a concrete

retaining wall on the east side and most of the channel has a thick lining of trees. The

proposed work will modify and improve a segment of Westerly Creek that flows through the

park. As noted above, the work will involve the replacement of existing culverts (built circa

1970) and excavations in the base and the east bank of the creek. The entire Area of

Potential Effects (APE) has been previously disturbed by construction activities in the 1960s,

when the park and adjacent commercial properties were built. In addition, the entire APE is

within an urban setting, with numerous houses of various ages (primarily built in the years

1930-1970) and commercial buildings located immediately adjacent to the project area. This

section of Westerly Creek has already undergone significant physical disturbance, as the creek

bed has been the subject of erosion and prior flood and erosion control projects. Due to the

prior disturbances, it is unlikely that any eligible, intact archaeological historic properties are

present within the APE. The project should not have any type of indirect visual or auditory

effect on historic properties or resources located near the APE. All disturbances will take place

within the confines of the park, and anysounds produced by the project will be temporary.

[ll. PROJECT LOCATION

Please attach a photocopy of USGS Quad. clearly showing the project location. The Quad. should

be clearly labeled with the Prime Meridian, Township, Range, Section(s), Quad. map name, size,

and date. Please do not reduce or enlarge the photocopy.

14. Description: _Proposed channel improvements to Westerly Creek between 23" Avenue and

17" Avenue in Aurora, CO.

15. Legal Location: Quad. Map: Englewood Date(s): 1965/1980

Principal Meridian: 6th X NM _ Ute
NOTE: Only generalized subdivision ("quarter quarters") within each section is needed

Township:_3S ___ Range:_67W Sec.:_33 1/4s _SW_NW __ SE ;
Township: Range: Sec.: 1/4s ;

Township: Range: Sec.: 1/4s ;

If section(s) is irregular, explain alignment method: __N/A

16. Total number of acres surveyed: 1.4
17. Comments: N/A
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V. ENVIRONMENT

18. General Topographic Setting: Westerly Creek perennial drainage and surrounding floodplain.

Current Land Use: __ City park.

19. Flora: Grassy riparian zone with cottonwood trees, willow trees, and grasses.

20. Soils/Geology: Weld loam, brown to darkish grey. Alluvial floodplain.
21. Ground Visibility: _0%-20%
22. Comments: N/A

V. LITERATURE REVIEW
23. Location of File Search: COMPASS — Colorado’s Online Database Date: July 12, 2012

24. Previous Survey Activity - In the project area: _ None

In the general region: The project area is near the historic core of Aurora and is on the border

of an older portion of Denver. Dozens of studies and surveys have been taken within a 1-mile

radius of the project area and have recorded more than 250 resources, primarily buildings and built

environment resources. No previously recorded historic resources are located within the APE. The

project should have no indirect effects on any of the recorded resources in the area.

25. Known Cultural Resources - In the project area: None

In the general region (summarize): The project area is near the historic core of Aurora and

is on the border of an older portion of Denver. More than 250 historic sites (primarily buildings and

built environment resources) have been recorded within 1 mile of the APE, though no previously

recorded cultural resources are located within the APE. The project should have no indirect effects

on any of the recorded resources in the area. All work will take place within the creek bed, which is

located in a park. Any sounds emanating from the project will be temporary.

26. Expected Results: __The intensity of natural and modern disturbances has decreased the

potential for cultural resources. Based on the records search and disturbance in the APE, itis

unlikely that cultural materials will be discovered during the pedestrian survey.
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VI. STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES

27. Intensive pedestrian survey of project area limited to banks and base of Westerly Creek

between 23" Avenue and 17" Avenue. Carefully inspect the project area for evidence of past

patterned human activity, 50 years old or older.

VIl. FIELD METHODS

28. Definitions: Site Five or more artifacts with or without associated features.

Isolated Find___ Four or less artifacts, no associated features.

29. Describe Survey Method: _One archaeologist walked parallel transects spaced no more

than 30 meters (approximately 100 feet) apart within the area. During this survey, the

archaeoloqist closely inspected the ground surface for any evidence of past, patterned human

activity. Cut banks along the creek were thoroughly inspected for buried cultural materials.

VIIl. RESULTS
30. List IFs if applicable. Indicate IF locations on the map completed for Part IIl.
A. Smithsonian Number: _N/A Description: N/A
B. Smithsonian Number: Description:
C. Smithsonian Number: Description:
D. Smithsonian Number: Description:

31. Using your professional knowledge of the region, why are there none or very limited
cultural remains in the project area? Is there subsurface potential?

The project area has been heavily disturbed by the construction related to the park and its

amenities as well as improvements to Westerly Creek. Subsurface potential is limited, and the

potential for cultural resources has been lost due to disturbance.
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August 6, 2012

Richard Myers

Deputy Regional Environmental Officer

Federal Emergency Management Agency

U.S. Department of Homeland Security Region VIII
Denver Federal Center, Building 710

P.O. Box 25267

Denver, Colorado 80225-0267

Re: Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project, Aurora, Colorado; FEMA FMA-PJ-08-CO-2011-001 (CHS
#62469)

Dear Mr. Myers:

Thank you for your correspondence dated July 26, 2012 (received by our office on July 31, 2012) regarding the
subject project.

Following our review of the documentation provided, we concur that a finding of no historic properties
affected is appropriate for the proposed project.

Please remember that the consultation process does involve other consulting parties such as local
governments and Tribes, which as stipulated in 36 CFR 800.3 are required to be notified of the undertaking.
Additional information provided by the local government, Tribes or other consulting parties may cause our
office to re-evaluate our comments and recommendations.

Should unidentified archaeological resources be discovered during the course of the project, work must be
interrupted until the resources have been evaluated in terms of the National Register of Historic Places eligibility

criteria (36 CFR 60.4) in consultation with our office.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. If we may be of further assistance please contact Mark Tobias,
Section 106 Compliance Manager, at (303) 866-4674 or mark tobias@state.co.us.

Smcerely mﬁ_\
Edward C né}: ECE VE

State Historic Preservation Officer 1
ECN/MAT AUG 10 201 g
BY:

WWW. HISTORYCOLORADO.ORG

HistorYy CoLorRADO CENTER 1200 BRoapwAay DENVER COLORADO 80203



U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Region VIII

Denver Federal Center, Building 710
P.O. Box 25267

Denver, CO 80225-0267

R8-EHP
September 5, 2012

Mr. Jim L. Shakespeare, Chairman
Northern Arapaho Tribe

P.O. Box 396

Washakie, Wyoming 82514

RE: Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project, Aurora, Colorado;
FEMA FMA-PJ-08-C0O-2011-001

Dear Chairman Shakespeare:

The City of Aurora (City) has applied for funding under the Department of Homeland Security (DHS),
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) program, which
provides funding to States and communities to assist in their efforts to reduce or eliminate the risk of
repetitive flood damage to buildings, and structures insurable under the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP). The purpose of this letter is to initiate and conclude consultation pursuant to Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), as implemented by 36 CFR Part 800.

At the request of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), URS Group, Inc. conducted a
preliminary pedestrian survey and prepared the enclosed cultural resources form entitled Westerly Creek
Flood Mitigation Project, Aurora, Colorado.

Undertaking

The City of Aurora is proposing a flood control project that includes the replacement of existing box culverts
at Montview Boulevard (built circa 1970) with a new bridge. Additionally, the creek beneath the road would
be lowered approximately 5 feet, and channel improvements would be made to approximately 2,700 linear
feet of Westerly Creek. The proposed channel improvements would minimize impact to the already improved
west bank and focus on lowering the creek bed and improving the east bank. The proposed impacts
encompass approximately 1.4 acres. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is partially
funding this project and is required under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of
1966, as amended, to take into account the effects of its actions on historic properties.

Area of Potential Effects

The Area of Potential Effects (APE) is defined as the approximately 1.4-acre area along both sides of
Westerly Creek, between 23rd Avenue and 17th Avenue, which will be directly affected by the project
components. The project is next to existing roads, and additional access routes are not needed. Equipment
and material storage can be contained within the area of disturbance or adjacent parking lots. All work will
take place within the creek bed, which is located in a park. The attached survey form contains a map
(Figure_1-1) depicting the APE.



Mr. Jim L. Shakespeare, Chairman
Northern Arapaho Tribe
September 5, 2012

Page 2

Identification of Historic Properties

The survey of the proposed project resulted in the findings of no historic properties within the APE. The
project area is near the historic core of Aurora and is on the border of an older portion of Denver. More than
250 historic sites (primarily buildings and built environment resources) have been recorded within 1 mile of
the APE, though no previously recorded cultural resources are located within the APE. The project should
have no indirect effects on any of the recorded resources in the area.

Archaeological Resources

The section of Westerly Creek within the project area has already undergone significant physical disturbance,
as the channel has been subject to erosion and prior construction activity. Portions of the creek bottom have
been lined with concrete over the years and alluvial erosion has undercut the original and modern concrete
lining by several feet. All disturbances will take place within the confines of the park or around existing
bridges, culverts and other improvement to Westerly Creek. It is highly unlikely that any eligible, intact
archaeological historic properties are present within the APE. Therefore, FEMA has determined that no
archaeological resources will be affected by the undertaking.

Determination of Effects

FEMA believes that the background research and enclosed cultural resource form represent a reasonable and
good faith effort to carry out appropriate identification efforts as stated in 36 CFR Part 800.4(b)(1). Based on
this information, and in accordance with the Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and its
implementing regulation, 36 CFR Part 800.4(d)(1), FEMA has determined there will be ‘no historic properties
affected’ as a result of the proposed action. If previously unknown cultural resources are discovered, work
will be stopped, and FEMA, the Colorado SHPO and your office will be notified as soon as possible.

FEMA respectfully seeks your comments on potential impacts to archaeological sites, burials, and traditional
cultural properties in or near the project area that are of importance to you or your tribe. If you have questions
about any of the information contained in this letter or require additional information, please contact me by
telephone at (303) 235-4926 or by e-mail at richard.myers@dhs.gov.

Sincerely,

Richard Myers
Deputy Regional Environmental Officer
FEMA Region VIII

cC: Gordon Tucker, URS Denver

Enclosure: Limited-Results Cultural Resource Survey Form: Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project,
Aurora, Colorado (July 16, 2012, Juston Fariello)



History Colorado- Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation OAHP 1420
COLORADO CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY Revised 9/98
LIMITED-RESULTS CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY FORM
(Page 1 of 4)

This form (#1420) is for small scale limited results projects - block surveys less than 160 acres with
linear surveys under four miles. Additionally, there should be no sites and a maximum of four Isolated
Finds. This form must be typed.

A LN

IDENTIFICATION

Report Title (include County): _Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project, Aurora, Colorado
Date of Field Work: _June 4, 2012

Form completed by: _Juston Fariello Date: July 12, 2012

Survey Organization/Agency: URS Corporation

Principal Investigator: Gordon Tucker

Principal Investigator's Signature:

Other Crew: Juston Fariello (performed field survey)
Address: 8181 E. Tufts Ave, Denver, CO 80237
Lead Agency / Land Owner: __Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

Contact: _Richard Myers , Deputy Regional Environmental Officer
Address: FEMA Region VIII, Denver Federal Center, Building 710, Box 25267 Denver , CO
80225-0267
Client: __FEMA
Permit Type and Number: Colorado Archaeology Survey Permit 2012-71
Report / Contract Number:_HMA Subapplication No.: HSFEHQ-09-D-1130 / URS Project
15702626

Comments: N/A

[I. DESCRIPTION OF UNDERTAKING / PROJECT

10.

11.
12.

Type of Undertaking: A flood control project that includes the replacement of existing box

culverts at Montview Boulevard (built circa 1970) with a new bridge. Additionally, the creek

beneath the road would be lowered approximately 5 feet, and channel improvements would be

made to approximately 2,700 linear feet of Westerly Creek. The proposed channel

improvements would minimize impact to the already improved west bank and focus on lowering

the channel and improving the east bank.
Size of Undertaking (acres): _ 1.4 Size of Project (if different) ___N/A

Nature of the Anticipated Disturbance: The excavation of approximately 12,000 cubic yards of

soil and vegetation in an already disturbed area (a city park).




Limited-Results Archaeological Survey Form (Page 2 of 4)

13. Comments: This project will take place primarily in Montview Park, a facility owned by the

City of Aurora. The park has been landscaped with grass that extends to the edge of the creek.

North of Montview Park (and Montview Avenue), the project area is adjacent to the

Westerly Creek Trail on the west and a large commercial complex with asphalt parking lots on

the east. The land east of the creek is dirt but has been disturbed by the construction of the

adjacent commercial property. The channel north of Montview Avenue has a concrete

retaining wall on the east side and most of the channel has a thick lining of trees. The

proposed work will modify and improve a segment of Westerly Creek that flows through the

park. As noted above, the work will involve the replacement of existing culverts (built circa

1970) and excavations in the base and the east bank of the creek. The entire Area of

Potential Effects (APE) has been previously disturbed by construction activities in the 1960s,

when the park and adjacent commercial properties were built. In addition, the entire APE is

within an urban setting, with numerous houses of various ages (primarily built in the years

1930-1970) and commercial buildings located immediately adjacent to the project area. This

section of Westerly Creek has already undergone significant physical disturbance, as the creek

bed has been the subject of erosion and prior flood and erosion control projects. Due to the

prior disturbances, it is unlikely that any eligible, intact archaeological historic properties are

present within the APE. The project should not have any type of indirect visual or auditory

effect on historic properties or resources located near the APE. All disturbances will take place

within the confines of the park, and anysounds produced by the project will be temporary.

[ll. PROJECT LOCATION

Please attach a photocopy of USGS Quad. clearly showing the project location. The Quad. should

be clearly labeled with the Prime Meridian, Township, Range, Section(s), Quad. map name, size,

and date. Please do not reduce or enlarge the photocopy.

14. Description: _Proposed channel improvements to Westerly Creek between 23" Avenue and

17" Avenue in Aurora, CO.

15. Legal Location: Quad. Map: Englewood Date(s): 1965/1980

Principal Meridian: 6th X NM _ Ute
NOTE: Only generalized subdivision ("quarter quarters") within each section is needed

Township:_3S ___ Range:_67W Sec.:_33 1/4s _SW_NW __ SE ;
Township: Range: Sec.: 1/4s ;

Township: Range: Sec.: 1/4s ;

If section(s) is irregular, explain alignment method: __N/A

16. Total number of acres surveyed: 1.4
17. Comments: N/A
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V. ENVIRONMENT

18. General Topographic Setting: Westerly Creek perennial drainage and surrounding floodplain.

Current Land Use: __ City park.

19. Flora: Grassy riparian zone with cottonwood trees, willow trees, and grasses.

20. Soils/Geology: Weld loam, brown to darkish grey. Alluvial floodplain.
21. Ground Visibility: _0%-20%
22. Comments: N/A

V. LITERATURE REVIEW
23. Location of File Search: COMPASS — Colorado’s Online Database Date: July 12, 2012

24. Previous Survey Activity - In the project area: _ None

In the general region: The project area is near the historic core of Aurora and is on the border

of an older portion of Denver. Dozens of studies and surveys have been taken within a 1-mile

radius of the project area and have recorded more than 250 resources, primarily buildings and built

environment resources. No previously recorded historic resources are located within the APE. The

project should have no indirect effects on any of the recorded resources in the area.

25. Known Cultural Resources - In the project area: None

In the general region (summarize): The project area is near the historic core of Aurora and

is on the border of an older portion of Denver. More than 250 historic sites (primarily buildings and

built environment resources) have been recorded within 1 mile of the APE, though no previously

recorded cultural resources are located within the APE. The project should have no indirect effects

on any of the recorded resources in the area. All work will take place within the creek bed, which is

located in a park. Any sounds emanating from the project will be temporary.

26. Expected Results: __The intensity of natural and modern disturbances has decreased the

potential for cultural resources. Based on the records search and disturbance in the APE, itis

unlikely that cultural materials will be discovered during the pedestrian survey.




Limited-Results Archaeological Survey Form (Page 4 of 4)

VI. STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES

27. Intensive pedestrian survey of project area limited to banks and base of Westerly Creek

between 23" Avenue and 17" Avenue. Carefully inspect the project area for evidence of past

patterned human activity, 50 years old or older.

VIl. FIELD METHODS

28. Definitions: Site Five or more artifacts with or without associated features.

Isolated Find___ Four or less artifacts, no associated features.

29. Describe Survey Method: _One archaeologist walked parallel transects spaced no more

than 30 meters (approximately 100 feet) apart within the area. During this survey, the

archaeoloqist closely inspected the ground surface for any evidence of past, patterned human

activity. Cut banks along the creek were thoroughly inspected for buried cultural materials.

VIIl. RESULTS
30. List IFs if applicable. Indicate IF locations on the map completed for Part IIl.
A. Smithsonian Number: _N/A Description: N/A
B. Smithsonian Number: Description:
C. Smithsonian Number: Description:
D. Smithsonian Number: Description:

31. Using your professional knowledge of the region, why are there none or very limited
cultural remains in the project area? Is there subsurface potential?

The project area has been heavily disturbed by the construction related to the park and its

amenities as well as improvements to Westerly Creek. Subsurface potential is limited, and the

potential for cultural resources has been lost due to disturbance.
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History Colorado- Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation OAHP 1420
COLORADO CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY Revised 9/98
LIMITED-RESULTS CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY FORM
(Page 1 of 4)

This form (#1420) is for small scale limited results projects - block surveys less than 160 acres with
linear surveys under four miles. Additionally, there should be no sites and a maximum of four Isolated
Finds. This form must be typed.

A LN

IDENTIFICATION

Report Title (include County): _Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project, Aurora, Colorado
Date of Field Work: _June 4, 2012

Form completed by: _Juston Fariello Date: July 12, 2012

Survey Organization/Agency: URS Corporation

Principal Investigator: Gordon Tucker

Principal Investigator's Signature:

Other Crew: Juston Fariello (performed field survey)
Address: 8181 E. Tufts Ave, Denver, CO 80237
Lead Agency / Land Owner: __Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

Contact: _Richard Myers , Deputy Regional Environmental Officer
Address: FEMA Region VIII, Denver Federal Center, Building 710, Box 25267 Denver , CO
80225-0267
Client: __FEMA
Permit Type and Number: Colorado Archaeology Survey Permit 2012-71
Report / Contract Number:_HMA Subapplication No.: HSFEHQ-09-D-1130 / URS Project
15702626

Comments: N/A

[I. DESCRIPTION OF UNDERTAKING / PROJECT

10.

11.
12.

Type of Undertaking: A flood control project that includes the replacement of existing box

culverts at Montview Boulevard (built circa 1970) with a new bridge. Additionally, the creek

beneath the road would be lowered approximately 5 feet, and channel improvements would be

made to approximately 2,700 linear feet of Westerly Creek. The proposed channel

improvements would minimize impact to the already improved west bank and focus on lowering

the channel and improving the east bank.
Size of Undertaking (acres): _ 1.4 Size of Project (if different) ___N/A

Nature of the Anticipated Disturbance: The excavation of approximately 12,000 cubic yards of

soil and vegetation in an already disturbed area (a city park).
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13. Comments: This project will take place primarily in Montview Park, a facility owned by the

City of Aurora. The park has been landscaped with grass that extends to the edge of the creek.

North of Montview Park (and Montview Avenue), the project area is adjacent to the

Westerly Creek Trail on the west and a large commercial complex with asphalt parking lots on

the east. The land east of the creek is dirt but has been disturbed by the construction of the

adjacent commercial property. The channel north of Montview Avenue has a concrete

retaining wall on the east side and most of the channel has a thick lining of trees. The

proposed work will modify and improve a segment of Westerly Creek that flows through the

park. As noted above, the work will involve the replacement of existing culverts (built circa

1970) and excavations in the base and the east bank of the creek. The entire Area of

Potential Effects (APE) has been previously disturbed by construction activities in the 1960s,

when the park and adjacent commercial properties were built. In addition, the entire APE is

within an urban setting, with numerous houses of various ages (primarily built in the years

1930-1970) and commercial buildings located immediately adjacent to the project area. This

section of Westerly Creek has already undergone significant physical disturbance, as the creek

bed has been the subject of erosion and prior flood and erosion control projects. Due to the

prior disturbances, it is unlikely that any eligible, intact archaeological historic properties are

present within the APE. The project should not have any type of indirect visual or auditory

effect on historic properties or resources located near the APE. All disturbances will take place

within the confines of the park, and anysounds produced by the project will be temporary.

[ll. PROJECT LOCATION

Please attach a photocopy of USGS Quad. clearly showing the project location. The Quad. should

be clearly labeled with the Prime Meridian, Township, Range, Section(s), Quad. map name, size,

and date. Please do not reduce or enlarge the photocopy.

14. Description: _Proposed channel improvements to Westerly Creek between 23" Avenue and

17" Avenue in Aurora, CO.

15. Legal Location: Quad. Map: Englewood Date(s): 1965/1980

Principal Meridian: 6th X NM _ Ute
NOTE: Only generalized subdivision ("quarter quarters") within each section is needed

Township:_3S ___ Range:_67W Sec.:_33 1/4s _SW_NW __ SE ;
Township: Range: Sec.: 1/4s ;

Township: Range: Sec.: 1/4s ;

If section(s) is irregular, explain alignment method: __N/A

16. Total number of acres surveyed: 1.4
17. Comments: N/A
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V. ENVIRONMENT

18. General Topographic Setting: Westerly Creek perennial drainage and surrounding floodplain.

Current Land Use: __ City park.

19. Flora: Grassy riparian zone with cottonwood trees, willow trees, and grasses.

20. Soils/Geology: Weld loam, brown to darkish grey. Alluvial floodplain.
21. Ground Visibility: _0%-20%
22. Comments: N/A

V. LITERATURE REVIEW
23. Location of File Search: COMPASS — Colorado’s Online Database Date: July 12, 2012

24. Previous Survey Activity - In the project area: _ None

In the general region: The project area is near the historic core of Aurora and is on the border

of an older portion of Denver. Dozens of studies and surveys have been taken within a 1-mile

radius of the project area and have recorded more than 250 resources, primarily buildings and built

environment resources. No previously recorded historic resources are located within the APE. The

project should have no indirect effects on any of the recorded resources in the area.

25. Known Cultural Resources - In the project area: None

In the general region (summarize): The project area is near the historic core of Aurora and

is on the border of an older portion of Denver. More than 250 historic sites (primarily buildings and

built environment resources) have been recorded within 1 mile of the APE, though no previously

recorded cultural resources are located within the APE. The project should have no indirect effects

on any of the recorded resources in the area. All work will take place within the creek bed, which is

located in a park. Any sounds emanating from the project will be temporary.

26. Expected Results: __The intensity of natural and modern disturbances has decreased the

potential for cultural resources. Based on the records search and disturbance in the APE, itis

unlikely that cultural materials will be discovered during the pedestrian survey.
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VI. STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES

27. Intensive pedestrian survey of project area limited to banks and base of Westerly Creek

between 23" Avenue and 17" Avenue. Carefully inspect the project area for evidence of past

patterned human activity, 50 years old or older.

VIl. FIELD METHODS

28. Definitions: Site Five or more artifacts with or without associated features.

Isolated Find___ Four or less artifacts, no associated features.

29. Describe Survey Method: _One archaeologist walked parallel transects spaced no more

than 30 meters (approximately 100 feet) apart within the area. During this survey, the

archaeoloqist closely inspected the ground surface for any evidence of past, patterned human

activity. Cut banks along the creek were thoroughly inspected for buried cultural materials.

VIIl. RESULTS
30. List IFs if applicable. Indicate IF locations on the map completed for Part IIl.
A. Smithsonian Number: _N/A Description: N/A
B. Smithsonian Number: Description:
C. Smithsonian Number: Description:
D. Smithsonian Number: Description:

31. Using your professional knowledge of the region, why are there none or very limited
cultural remains in the project area? Is there subsurface potential?

The project area has been heavily disturbed by the construction related to the park and its

amenities as well as improvements to Westerly Creek. Subsurface potential is limited, and the

potential for cultural resources has been lost due to disturbance.




U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Region VIII

Denver Federal Center, Building 710
P.O. Box 25267

Denver, CO 80225-0267

R8-EHP
September 5, 2012

Mr. Leroy Spang, President
Northern Cheyenne Tribe
P.O. Box 128

Lame Deer, MT 59043

RE: Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project, Aurora, Colorado;
FEMA FMA-PJ-08-C0O-2011-001

Dear President Spang:

The City of Aurora (City) has applied for funding under the Department of Homeland Security (DHS),
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) program, which
provides funding to States and communities to assist in their efforts to reduce or eliminate the risk of
repetitive flood damage to buildings, and structures insurable under the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP). The purpose of this letter is to initiate and conclude consultation pursuant to Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), as implemented by 36 CFR Part 800.

At the request of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), URS Group, Inc. conducted a
preliminary pedestrian survey and prepared the enclosed cultural resources form entitled Westerly Creek
Flood Mitigation Project, Aurora, Colorado.

Undertaking

The City of Aurora is proposing a flood control project that includes the replacement of existing box culverts
at Montview Boulevard (built circa 1970) with a new bridge. Additionally, the creek beneath the road would
be lowered approximately 5 feet, and channel improvements would be made to approximately 2,700 linear
feet of Westerly Creek. The proposed channel improvements would minimize impact to the already improved
west bank and focus on lowering the creek bed and improving the east bank. The proposed impacts
encompass approximately 1.4 acres. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is partially
funding this project and is required under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of
1966, as amended, to take into account the effects of its actions on historic properties.

Area of Potential Effects

The Area of Potential Effects (APE) is defined as the approximately 1.4-acre area along both sides of
Westerly Creek, between 23rd Avenue and 17th Avenue, which will be directly affected by the project
components. The project is next to existing roads, and additional access routes are not needed. Equipment
and material storage can be contained within the area of disturbance or adjacent parking lots. All work will
take place within the creek bed, which is located in a park. The attached survey form contains a map
(Figure_1-1) depicting the APE.



Mr. Leroy Spang, President
Northern Cheyenne Tribe
September 5, 2012

Page 2

Identification of Historic Properties

The survey of the proposed project resulted in the findings of no historic properties within the APE. The
project area is near the historic core of Aurora and is on the border of an older portion of Denver. More than
250 historic sites (primarily buildings and built environment resources) have been recorded within 1 mile of
the APE, though no previously recorded cultural resources are located within the APE. The project should
have no indirect effects on any of the recorded resources in the area.

Archaeological Resources

The section of Westerly Creek within the project area has already undergone significant physical disturbance,
as the channel has been subject to erosion and prior construction activity. Portions of the creek bottom have
been lined with concrete over the years and alluvial erosion has undercut the original and modern concrete
lining by several feet. All disturbances will take place within the confines of the park or around existing
bridges, culverts and other improvement to Westerly Creek. It is highly unlikely that any eligible, intact
archaeological historic properties are present within the APE. Therefore, FEMA has determined that no
archaeological resources will be affected by the undertaking.

Determination of Effects

FEMA believes that the background research and enclosed cultural resource form represent a reasonable and
good faith effort to carry out appropriate identification efforts as stated in 36 CFR Part 800.4(b)(1). Based on
this information, and in accordance with the Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and its
implementing regulation, 36 CFR Part 800.4(d)(1), FEMA has determined there will be ‘no historic properties
affected’ as a result of the proposed action. If previously unknown cultural resources are discovered, work
will be stopped, and FEMA, the Colorado SHPO and your office will be notified as soon as possible.

FEMA respectfully seeks your comments on potential impacts to archaeological sites, burials, and traditional
cultural properties in or near the project area that are of importance to you or your tribe. If you have questions
about any of the information contained in this letter or require additional information, please contact me by
telephone at (303) 235-4926 or by e-mail at richard.myers@dhs.gov.

Sincerely,

Richard Myers
Deputy Regional Environmental Officer
FEMA Region VIII

cC: Gordon Tucker, URS Denver

Enclosure: Limited-Results Cultural Resource Survey Form: Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project,
Aurora, Colorado (July 16, 2012, Juston Fariello)



History Colorado- Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation OAHP 1420
COLORADO CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY Revised 9/98
LIMITED-RESULTS CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY FORM
(Page 1 of 4)

This form (#1420) is for small scale limited results projects - block surveys less than 160 acres with
linear surveys under four miles. Additionally, there should be no sites and a maximum of four Isolated
Finds. This form must be typed.

A LN

IDENTIFICATION

Report Title (include County): _Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project, Aurora, Colorado
Date of Field Work: _June 4, 2012

Form completed by: _Juston Fariello Date: July 12, 2012

Survey Organization/Agency: URS Corporation

Principal Investigator: Gordon Tucker

Principal Investigator's Signature:

Other Crew: Juston Fariello (performed field survey)
Address: 8181 E. Tufts Ave, Denver, CO 80237
Lead Agency / Land Owner: __Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

Contact: _Richard Myers , Deputy Regional Environmental Officer
Address: FEMA Region VIII, Denver Federal Center, Building 710, Box 25267 Denver , CO
80225-0267
Client: __FEMA
Permit Type and Number: Colorado Archaeology Survey Permit 2012-71
Report / Contract Number:_HMA Subapplication No.: HSFEHQ-09-D-1130 / URS Project
15702626

Comments: N/A

[I. DESCRIPTION OF UNDERTAKING / PROJECT

10.

11.
12.

Type of Undertaking: A flood control project that includes the replacement of existing box

culverts at Montview Boulevard (built circa 1970) with a new bridge. Additionally, the creek

beneath the road would be lowered approximately 5 feet, and channel improvements would be

made to approximately 2,700 linear feet of Westerly Creek. The proposed channel

improvements would minimize impact to the already improved west bank and focus on lowering

the channel and improving the east bank.
Size of Undertaking (acres): _ 1.4 Size of Project (if different) ___N/A

Nature of the Anticipated Disturbance: The excavation of approximately 12,000 cubic yards of

soil and vegetation in an already disturbed area (a city park).




Limited-Results Archaeological Survey Form (Page 2 of 4)

13. Comments: This project will take place primarily in Montview Park, a facility owned by the

City of Aurora. The park has been landscaped with grass that extends to the edge of the creek.

North of Montview Park (and Montview Avenue), the project area is adjacent to the

Westerly Creek Trail on the west and a large commercial complex with asphalt parking lots on

the east. The land east of the creek is dirt but has been disturbed by the construction of the

adjacent commercial property. The channel north of Montview Avenue has a concrete

retaining wall on the east side and most of the channel has a thick lining of trees. The

proposed work will modify and improve a segment of Westerly Creek that flows through the

park. As noted above, the work will involve the replacement of existing culverts (built circa

1970) and excavations in the base and the east bank of the creek. The entire Area of

Potential Effects (APE) has been previously disturbed by construction activities in the 1960s,

when the park and adjacent commercial properties were built. In addition, the entire APE is

within an urban setting, with numerous houses of various ages (primarily built in the years

1930-1970) and commercial buildings located immediately adjacent to the project area. This

section of Westerly Creek has already undergone significant physical disturbance, as the creek

bed has been the subject of erosion and prior flood and erosion control projects. Due to the

prior disturbances, it is unlikely that any eligible, intact archaeological historic properties are

present within the APE. The project should not have any type of indirect visual or auditory

effect on historic properties or resources located near the APE. All disturbances will take place

within the confines of the park, and anysounds produced by the project will be temporary.

[ll. PROJECT LOCATION

Please attach a photocopy of USGS Quad. clearly showing the project location. The Quad. should

be clearly labeled with the Prime Meridian, Township, Range, Section(s), Quad. map name, size,

and date. Please do not reduce or enlarge the photocopy.

14. Description: _Proposed channel improvements to Westerly Creek between 23" Avenue and

17" Avenue in Aurora, CO.

15. Legal Location: Quad. Map: Englewood Date(s): 1965/1980

Principal Meridian: 6th X NM _ Ute
NOTE: Only generalized subdivision ("quarter quarters") within each section is needed

Township:_3S ___ Range:_67W Sec.:_33 1/4s _SW_NW __ SE ;
Township: Range: Sec.: 1/4s ;

Township: Range: Sec.: 1/4s ;

If section(s) is irregular, explain alignment method: __N/A

16. Total number of acres surveyed: 1.4
17. Comments: N/A
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V. ENVIRONMENT

18. General Topographic Setting: Westerly Creek perennial drainage and surrounding floodplain.

Current Land Use: __ City park.

19. Flora: Grassy riparian zone with cottonwood trees, willow trees, and grasses.

20. Soils/Geology: Weld loam, brown to darkish grey. Alluvial floodplain.
21. Ground Visibility: _0%-20%
22. Comments: N/A

V. LITERATURE REVIEW
23. Location of File Search: COMPASS — Colorado’s Online Database Date: July 12, 2012

24. Previous Survey Activity - In the project area: _ None

In the general region: The project area is near the historic core of Aurora and is on the border

of an older portion of Denver. Dozens of studies and surveys have been taken within a 1-mile

radius of the project area and have recorded more than 250 resources, primarily buildings and built

environment resources. No previously recorded historic resources are located within the APE. The

project should have no indirect effects on any of the recorded resources in the area.

25. Known Cultural Resources - In the project area: None

In the general region (summarize): The project area is near the historic core of Aurora and

is on the border of an older portion of Denver. More than 250 historic sites (primarily buildings and

built environment resources) have been recorded within 1 mile of the APE, though no previously

recorded cultural resources are located within the APE. The project should have no indirect effects

on any of the recorded resources in the area. All work will take place within the creek bed, which is

located in a park. Any sounds emanating from the project will be temporary.

26. Expected Results: __The intensity of natural and modern disturbances has decreased the

potential for cultural resources. Based on the records search and disturbance in the APE, itis

unlikely that cultural materials will be discovered during the pedestrian survey.
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VI. STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES

27. Intensive pedestrian survey of project area limited to banks and base of Westerly Creek

between 23" Avenue and 17" Avenue. Carefully inspect the project area for evidence of past

patterned human activity, 50 years old or older.

VIl. FIELD METHODS

28. Definitions: Site Five or more artifacts with or without associated features.

Isolated Find___ Four or less artifacts, no associated features.

29. Describe Survey Method: _One archaeologist walked parallel transects spaced no more

than 30 meters (approximately 100 feet) apart within the area. During this survey, the

archaeoloqist closely inspected the ground surface for any evidence of past, patterned human

activity. Cut banks along the creek were thoroughly inspected for buried cultural materials.

VIIl. RESULTS
30. List IFs if applicable. Indicate IF locations on the map completed for Part IIl.
A. Smithsonian Number: _N/A Description: N/A
B. Smithsonian Number: Description:
C. Smithsonian Number: Description:
D. Smithsonian Number: Description:

31. Using your professional knowledge of the region, why are there none or very limited
cultural remains in the project area? Is there subsurface potential?

The project area has been heavily disturbed by the construction related to the park and its

amenities as well as improvements to Westerly Creek. Subsurface potential is limited, and the

potential for cultural resources has been lost due to disturbance.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG

Client Name:
FEMA

Project:
Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project

Project No.:
15702626.03HUH

Photo Date:

No.: 6/4/2012
100-6422

Site Number:
N/A

Description:

Looking southwest at
existing box culvert

under 17th Avenue. This

is the southern
(upstream) end of the
project area.

URS

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG

Client Name:
FEMA

Project:

Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project

Project No.:
15702626.03HUH

Photo Date:

No.. 6/4/2012
100-6433

Site Number:
N/A

Description:

Looking north (toward
Montview Boulevard)
from 17th Avenue box
culvert.
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Client Name:
FEMA

Project:
Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project

Project No.:
15702626.03HUH

Photo Date:

No.. 6/4/2012
100-6426

Site Number:
N/A

Description:

Looking northwest
toward Montview
Boulevard.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG

Client Name:
FEMA

Project:

Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project

Project No.:
15702626.03HUH

Photo Date:

No.. 6/4/2012
100-6447

Site Number:
N/A

Description:

Looking north toward
existing box culvert
under Montview
Boulevard.
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Project:
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Project No.:
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Photo Date:

No.: 6/4/2012
100-6485

Site Number:
N/A

Description:

Looking north from
Montview Boulevard.

URS
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Client Name:
FEMA

Project:

Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project

Project No.:
15702626.03HUH

Photo Date:

No.. 6/4/2012
100-6487

Site Number:
N/A

Description:

Looking south at
existing box culvert
under Montview
Boulevard.




History Colorado- Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation OAHP 1420
COLORADO CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY Revised 9/98
LIMITED-RESULTS CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY FORM
(Page 1 of 4)

This form (#1420) is for small scale limited results projects - block surveys less than 160 acres with
linear surveys under four miles. Additionally, there should be no sites and a maximum of four Isolated
Finds. This form must be typed.

A LN

IDENTIFICATION

Report Title (include County): _Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project, Aurora, Colorado
Date of Field Work: _June 4, 2012

Form completed by: _Juston Fariello Date: July 12, 2012

Survey Organization/Agency: URS Corporation

Principal Investigator: Gordon Tucker

Principal Investigator's Signature:

Other Crew: Juston Fariello (performed field survey)
Address: 8181 E. Tufts Ave, Denver, CO 80237
Lead Agency / Land Owner: __Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

Contact: _Richard Myers , Deputy Regional Environmental Officer
Address: FEMA Region VIII, Denver Federal Center, Building 710, Box 25267 Denver , CO
80225-0267
Client: __FEMA
Permit Type and Number: Colorado Archaeology Survey Permit 2012-71
Report / Contract Number:_HMA Subapplication No.: HSFEHQ-09-D-1130 / URS Project
15702626

Comments: N/A

[I. DESCRIPTION OF UNDERTAKING / PROJECT

10.

11.
12.

Type of Undertaking: A flood control project that includes the replacement of existing box

culverts at Montview Boulevard (built circa 1970) with a new bridge. Additionally, the creek

beneath the road would be lowered approximately 5 feet, and channel improvements would be

made to approximately 2,700 linear feet of Westerly Creek. The proposed channel

improvements would minimize impact to the already improved west bank and focus on lowering

the channel and improving the east bank.
Size of Undertaking (acres): _ 1.4 Size of Project (if different) ___N/A

Nature of the Anticipated Disturbance: The excavation of approximately 12,000 cubic yards of

soil and vegetation in an already disturbed area (a city park).
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13. Comments: This project will take place primarily in Montview Park, a facility owned by the

City of Aurora. The park has been landscaped with grass that extends to the edge of the creek.

North of Montview Park (and Montview Avenue), the project area is adjacent to the

Westerly Creek Trail on the west and a large commercial complex with asphalt parking lots on

the east. The land east of the creek is dirt but has been disturbed by the construction of the

adjacent commercial property. The channel north of Montview Avenue has a concrete

retaining wall on the east side and most of the channel has a thick lining of trees. The

proposed work will modify and improve a segment of Westerly Creek that flows through the

park. As noted above, the work will involve the replacement of existing culverts (built circa

1970) and excavations in the base and the east bank of the creek. The entire Area of

Potential Effects (APE) has been previously disturbed by construction activities in the 1960s,

when the park and adjacent commercial properties were built. In addition, the entire APE is

within an urban setting, with numerous houses of various ages (primarily built in the years

1930-1970) and commercial buildings located immediately adjacent to the project area. This

section of Westerly Creek has already undergone significant physical disturbance, as the creek

bed has been the subject of erosion and prior flood and erosion control projects. Due to the

prior disturbances, it is unlikely that any eligible, intact archaeological historic properties are

present within the APE. The project should not have any type of indirect visual or auditory

effect on historic properties or resources located near the APE. All disturbances will take place

within the confines of the park, and anysounds produced by the project will be temporary.

[ll. PROJECT LOCATION

Please attach a photocopy of USGS Quad. clearly showing the project location. The Quad. should

be clearly labeled with the Prime Meridian, Township, Range, Section(s), Quad. map name, size,

and date. Please do not reduce or enlarge the photocopy.

14. Description: _Proposed channel improvements to Westerly Creek between 23" Avenue and

17" Avenue in Aurora, CO.

15. Legal Location: Quad. Map: Englewood Date(s): 1965/1980

Principal Meridian: 6th X NM _ Ute
NOTE: Only generalized subdivision ("quarter quarters") within each section is needed

Township:_3S ___ Range:_67W Sec.:_33 1/4s _SW_NW __ SE ;
Township: Range: Sec.: 1/4s ;

Township: Range: Sec.: 1/4s ;

If section(s) is irregular, explain alignment method: __N/A

16. Total number of acres surveyed: 1.4
17. Comments: N/A
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V. ENVIRONMENT

18. General Topographic Setting: Westerly Creek perennial drainage and surrounding floodplain.

Current Land Use: __ City park.

19. Flora: Grassy riparian zone with cottonwood trees, willow trees, and grasses.

20. Soils/Geology: Weld loam, brown to darkish grey. Alluvial floodplain.
21. Ground Visibility: _0%-20%
22. Comments: N/A

V. LITERATURE REVIEW
23. Location of File Search: COMPASS — Colorado’s Online Database Date: July 12, 2012

24. Previous Survey Activity - In the project area: _ None

In the general region: The project area is near the historic core of Aurora and is on the border

of an older portion of Denver. Dozens of studies and surveys have been taken within a 1-mile

radius of the project area and have recorded more than 250 resources, primarily buildings and built

environment resources. No previously recorded historic resources are located within the APE. The

project should have no indirect effects on any of the recorded resources in the area.

25. Known Cultural Resources - In the project area: None

In the general region (summarize): The project area is near the historic core of Aurora and

is on the border of an older portion of Denver. More than 250 historic sites (primarily buildings and

built environment resources) have been recorded within 1 mile of the APE, though no previously

recorded cultural resources are located within the APE. The project should have no indirect effects

on any of the recorded resources in the area. All work will take place within the creek bed, which is

located in a park. Any sounds emanating from the project will be temporary.

26. Expected Results: __The intensity of natural and modern disturbances has decreased the

potential for cultural resources. Based on the records search and disturbance in the APE, itis

unlikely that cultural materials will be discovered during the pedestrian survey.
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VI. STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES

27. Intensive pedestrian survey of project area limited to banks and base of Westerly Creek

between 23" Avenue and 17" Avenue. Carefully inspect the project area for evidence of past

patterned human activity, 50 years old or older.

VIl. FIELD METHODS

28. Definitions: Site Five or more artifacts with or without associated features.

Isolated Find___ Four or less artifacts, no associated features.

29. Describe Survey Method: _One archaeologist walked parallel transects spaced no more

than 30 meters (approximately 100 feet) apart within the area. During this survey, the

archaeoloqist closely inspected the ground surface for any evidence of past, patterned human

activity. Cut banks along the creek were thoroughly inspected for buried cultural materials.

VIIl. RESULTS
30. List IFs if applicable. Indicate IF locations on the map completed for Part IIl.
A. Smithsonian Number: _N/A Description: N/A
B. Smithsonian Number: Description:
C. Smithsonian Number: Description:
D. Smithsonian Number: Description:

31. Using your professional knowledge of the region, why are there none or very limited
cultural remains in the project area? Is there subsurface potential?

The project area has been heavily disturbed by the construction related to the park and its

amenities as well as improvements to Westerly Creek. Subsurface potential is limited, and the

potential for cultural resources has been lost due to disturbance.




U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Region VIII

Denver Federal Center, Building 710
P.O. Box 25267

Denver, CO 80225-0267

R8-EHP
September 5, 2012

Ms. Janice Prairie Chief Boswell, Governor
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, Oklahoma
Office of the Tribal Council

P.O. Box 38

Concho, OK 73022

RE: Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project, Aurora, Colorado;
FEMA FMA-PJ-08-CO-2011-001

Dear Governor Boswell:

The City of Aurora (City) has applied for funding under the Department of Homeland Security (DHS),
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) program, which
provides funding to States and communities to assist in their efforts to reduce or eliminate the risk of
repetitive flood damage to buildings, and structures insurable under the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP). The purpose of this letter is to initiate and conclude consultation pursuant to Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), as implemented by 36 CFR Part 800.

At the request of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), URS Group, Inc. conducted a
preliminary pedestrian survey and prepared the enclosed cultural resources form entitled Westerly Creek
Flood Mitigation Project, Aurora, Colorado.

Undertaking

The City of Aurora is proposing a flood control project that includes the replacement of existing box culverts
at Montview Boulevard (built circa 1970) with a new bridge. Additionally, the creek beneath the road would
be lowered approximately 5 feet, and channel improvements would be made to approximately 2,700 linear
feet of Westerly Creek. The proposed channel improvements would minimize impact to the already improved
west bank and focus on lowering the creek bed and improving the east bank. The proposed impacts
encompass approximately 1.4 acres. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA\) is partially
funding this project and is required under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of
1966, as amended, to take into account the effects of its actions on historic properties.

Area of Potential Effects

The Area of Potential Effects (APE) is defined as the approximately 1.4-acre area along both sides of
Westerly Creek, between 23rd Avenue and 17th Avenue, which will be directly affected by the project
components. The project is next to existing roads, and additional access routes are not needed. Equipment
and material storage can be contained within the area of disturbance or adjacent parking lots. All work will
take place within the creek bed, which is located in a park. The attached survey form contains a map
(Figure_1-1) depicting the APE.



Mes. Janice Prairie Chief Boswell, Governor
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, Oklahoma
September 5, 2012

Page 2

Identification of Historic Properties

The survey of the proposed project resulted in the findings of no historic properties within the APE. The
project area is near the historic core of Aurora and is on the border of an older portion of Denver. More than
250 historic sites (primarily buildings and built environment resources) have been recorded within 1 mile of
the APE, though no previously recorded cultural resources are located within the APE. The project should
have no indirect effects on any of the recorded resources in the area.

Archaeological Resources

The section of Westerly Creek within the project area has already undergone significant physical disturbance,
as the channel has been subject to erosion and prior construction activity. Portions of the creek bottom have
been lined with concrete over the years and alluvial erosion has undercut the original and modern concrete
lining by several feet. All disturbances will take place within the confines of the park or around existing
bridges, culverts and other improvement to Westerly Creek. It is highly unlikely that any eligible, intact
archaeological historic properties are present within the APE. Therefore, FEMA has determined that no
archaeological resources will be affected by the undertaking.

Determination of Effects

FEMA believes that the background research and enclosed cultural resource form represent a reasonable and
good faith effort to carry out appropriate identification efforts as stated in 36 CFR Part 800.4(b)(1). Based on
this information, and in accordance with the Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and its
implementing regulation, 36 CFR Part 800.4(d)(1), FEMA has determined there will be ‘no historic properties
affected’ as a result of the proposed action. If previously unknown cultural resources are discovered, work
will be stopped, and FEMA, the Colorado SHPO and your office will be notified as soon as possible.

FEMA respectfully seeks your comments on potential impacts to archaeological sites, burials, and traditional
cultural properties in or near the project area that are of importance to you or your tribe. If you have questions
about any of the information contained in this letter or require additional information, please contact me by
telephone at (303) 235-4926 or by e-mail at richard.myers@dhs.gov.

Sincerely,

Richard Myers
Deputy Regional Environmental Officer
FEMA Region VIII

cC: Gordon Tucker, URS Denver

Enclosure: Limited-Results Cultural Resource Survey Form: Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project,
Aurora, Colorado (July 16, 2012, Juston Fariello)
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COLORADO CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY Revised 9/98
LIMITED-RESULTS CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY FORM
(Page 1 of 4)

This form (#1420) is for small scale limited results projects - block surveys less than 160 acres with
linear surveys under four miles. Additionally, there should be no sites and a maximum of four Isolated
Finds. This form must be typed.

A LN

IDENTIFICATION

Report Title (include County): _Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project, Aurora, Colorado
Date of Field Work: _June 4, 2012

Form completed by: _Juston Fariello Date: July 12, 2012

Survey Organization/Agency: URS Corporation

Principal Investigator: Gordon Tucker

Principal Investigator's Signature:

Other Crew: Juston Fariello (performed field survey)
Address: 8181 E. Tufts Ave, Denver, CO 80237
Lead Agency / Land Owner: __Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

Contact: _Richard Myers , Deputy Regional Environmental Officer
Address: FEMA Region VIII, Denver Federal Center, Building 710, Box 25267 Denver , CO
80225-0267
Client: __FEMA
Permit Type and Number: Colorado Archaeology Survey Permit 2012-71
Report / Contract Number:_HMA Subapplication No.: HSFEHQ-09-D-1130 / URS Project
15702626

Comments: N/A

[I. DESCRIPTION OF UNDERTAKING / PROJECT

10.

11.
12.

Type of Undertaking: A flood control project that includes the replacement of existing box

culverts at Montview Boulevard (built circa 1970) with a new bridge. Additionally, the creek

beneath the road would be lowered approximately 5 feet, and channel improvements would be

made to approximately 2,700 linear feet of Westerly Creek. The proposed channel

improvements would minimize impact to the already improved west bank and focus on lowering

the channel and improving the east bank.
Size of Undertaking (acres): _ 1.4 Size of Project (if different) ___N/A

Nature of the Anticipated Disturbance: The excavation of approximately 12,000 cubic yards of

soil and vegetation in an already disturbed area (a city park).




Limited-Results Archaeological Survey Form (Page 2 of 4)

13. Comments: This project will take place primarily in Montview Park, a facility owned by the

City of Aurora. The park has been landscaped with grass that extends to the edge of the creek.

North of Montview Park (and Montview Avenue), the project area is adjacent to the

Westerly Creek Trail on the west and a large commercial complex with asphalt parking lots on

the east. The land east of the creek is dirt but has been disturbed by the construction of the

adjacent commercial property. The channel north of Montview Avenue has a concrete

retaining wall on the east side and most of the channel has a thick lining of trees. The

proposed work will modify and improve a segment of Westerly Creek that flows through the

park. As noted above, the work will involve the replacement of existing culverts (built circa

1970) and excavations in the base and the east bank of the creek. The entire Area of

Potential Effects (APE) has been previously disturbed by construction activities in the 1960s,

when the park and adjacent commercial properties were built. In addition, the entire APE is

within an urban setting, with numerous houses of various ages (primarily built in the years

1930-1970) and commercial buildings located immediately adjacent to the project area. This

section of Westerly Creek has already undergone significant physical disturbance, as the creek

bed has been the subject of erosion and prior flood and erosion control projects. Due to the

prior disturbances, it is unlikely that any eligible, intact archaeological historic properties are

present within the APE. The project should not have any type of indirect visual or auditory

effect on historic properties or resources located near the APE. All disturbances will take place

within the confines of the park, and anysounds produced by the project will be temporary.

[ll. PROJECT LOCATION

Please attach a photocopy of USGS Quad. clearly showing the project location. The Quad. should

be clearly labeled with the Prime Meridian, Township, Range, Section(s), Quad. map name, size,

and date. Please do not reduce or enlarge the photocopy.

14. Description: _Proposed channel improvements to Westerly Creek between 23" Avenue and

17" Avenue in Aurora, CO.

15. Legal Location: Quad. Map: Englewood Date(s): 1965/1980

Principal Meridian: 6th X NM _ Ute
NOTE: Only generalized subdivision ("quarter quarters") within each section is needed

Township:_3S ___ Range:_67W Sec.:_33 1/4s _SW_NW __ SE ;
Township: Range: Sec.: 1/4s ;

Township: Range: Sec.: 1/4s ;

If section(s) is irregular, explain alignment method: __N/A

16. Total number of acres surveyed: 1.4
17. Comments: N/A
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V. ENVIRONMENT

18. General Topographic Setting: Westerly Creek perennial drainage and surrounding floodplain.

Current Land Use: __ City park.

19. Flora: Grassy riparian zone with cottonwood trees, willow trees, and grasses.

20. Soils/Geology: Weld loam, brown to darkish grey. Alluvial floodplain.
21. Ground Visibility: _0%-20%
22. Comments: N/A

V. LITERATURE REVIEW
23. Location of File Search: COMPASS — Colorado’s Online Database Date: July 12, 2012

24. Previous Survey Activity - In the project area: _ None

In the general region: The project area is near the historic core of Aurora and is on the border

of an older portion of Denver. Dozens of studies and surveys have been taken within a 1-mile

radius of the project area and have recorded more than 250 resources, primarily buildings and built

environment resources. No previously recorded historic resources are located within the APE. The

project should have no indirect effects on any of the recorded resources in the area.

25. Known Cultural Resources - In the project area: None

In the general region (summarize): The project area is near the historic core of Aurora and

is on the border of an older portion of Denver. More than 250 historic sites (primarily buildings and

built environment resources) have been recorded within 1 mile of the APE, though no previously

recorded cultural resources are located within the APE. The project should have no indirect effects

on any of the recorded resources in the area. All work will take place within the creek bed, which is

located in a park. Any sounds emanating from the project will be temporary.

26. Expected Results: __The intensity of natural and modern disturbances has decreased the

potential for cultural resources. Based on the records search and disturbance in the APE, itis

unlikely that cultural materials will be discovered during the pedestrian survey.




Limited-Results Archaeological Survey Form (Page 4 of 4)

VI. STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES

27. Intensive pedestrian survey of project area limited to banks and base of Westerly Creek

between 23" Avenue and 17" Avenue. Carefully inspect the project area for evidence of past

patterned human activity, 50 years old or older.

VIl. FIELD METHODS

28. Definitions: Site Five or more artifacts with or without associated features.

Isolated Find___ Four or less artifacts, no associated features.

29. Describe Survey Method: _One archaeologist walked parallel transects spaced no more

than 30 meters (approximately 100 feet) apart within the area. During this survey, the

archaeoloqist closely inspected the ground surface for any evidence of past, patterned human

activity. Cut banks along the creek were thoroughly inspected for buried cultural materials.

VIIl. RESULTS
30. List IFs if applicable. Indicate IF locations on the map completed for Part IIl.
A. Smithsonian Number: _N/A Description: N/A
B. Smithsonian Number: Description:
C. Smithsonian Number: Description:
D. Smithsonian Number: Description:

31. Using your professional knowledge of the region, why are there none or very limited
cultural remains in the project area? Is there subsurface potential?

The project area has been heavily disturbed by the construction related to the park and its

amenities as well as improvements to Westerly Creek. Subsurface potential is limited, and the

potential for cultural resources has been lost due to disturbance.
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COLORADO CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY Revised 9/98
LIMITED-RESULTS CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY FORM
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This form (#1420) is for small scale limited results projects - block surveys less than 160 acres with
linear surveys under four miles. Additionally, there should be no sites and a maximum of four Isolated
Finds. This form must be typed.

A LN

IDENTIFICATION

Report Title (include County): _Westerly Creek Flood Mitigation Project, Aurora, Colorado
Date of Field Work: _June 4, 2012

Form completed by: _Juston Fariello Date: July 12, 2012

Survey Organization/Agency: URS Corporation

Principal Investigator: Gordon Tucker

Principal Investigator's Signature:

Other Crew: Juston Fariello (performed field survey)
Address: 8181 E. Tufts Ave, Denver, CO 80237
Lead Agency / Land Owner: __Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

Contact: _Richard Myers , Deputy Regional Environmental Officer
Address: FEMA Region VIII, Denver Federal Center, Building 710, Box 25267 Denver , CO
80225-0267
Client: __FEMA
Permit Type and Number: Colorado Archaeology Survey Permit 2012-71
Report / Contract Number:_HMA Subapplication No.: HSFEHQ-09-D-1130 / URS Project
15702626

Comments: N/A

[I. DESCRIPTION OF UNDERTAKING / PROJECT

10.

11.
12.

Type of Undertaking: A flood control project that includes the replacement of existing box

culverts at Montview Boulevard (built circa 1970) with a new bridge. Additionally, the creek

beneath the road would be lowered approximately 5 feet, and channel improvements would be

made to approximately 2,700 linear feet of Westerly Creek. The proposed channel

improvements would minimize impact to the already improved west bank and focus on lowering

the channel and improving the east bank.
Size of Undertaking (acres): _ 1.4 Size of Project (if different) ___N/A

Nature of the Anticipated Disturbance: The excavation of approximately 12,000 cubic yards of

soil and vegetation in an already disturbed area (a city park).
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13. Comments: This project will take place primarily in Montview Park, a facility owned by the

City of Aurora. The park has been landscaped with grass that extends to the edge of the creek.

North of Montview Park (and Montview Avenue), the project area is adjacent to the

Westerly Creek Trail on the west and a large commercial complex with asphalt parking lots on

the east. The land east of the creek is dirt but has been disturbed by the construction of the

adjacent commercial property. The channel north of Montview Avenue has a concrete

retaining wall on the east side and most of the channel has a thick lining of trees. The

proposed work will modify and improve a segment of Westerly Creek that flows through the

park. As noted above, the work will involve the replacement of existing culverts (built circa

1970) and excavations in the base and the east bank of the creek. The entire Area of

Potential Effects (APE) has been previously disturbed by construction activities in the 1960s,

when the park and adjacent commercial properties were built. In addition, the entire APE is

within an urban setting, with numerous houses of various ages (primarily built in the years

1930-1970) and commercial buildings located immediately adjacent to the project area. This

section of Westerly Creek has already undergone significant physical disturbance, as the creek

bed has been the subject of erosion and prior flood and erosion control projects. Due to the

prior disturbances, it is unlikely that any eligible, intact archaeological historic properties are

present within the APE. The project should not have any type of indirect visual or auditory

effect on historic properties or resources located near the APE. All disturbances will take place

within the confines of the park, and anysounds produced by the project will be temporary.

[ll. PROJECT LOCATION

Please attach a photocopy of USGS Quad. clearly showing the project location. The Quad. should

be clearly labeled with the Prime Meridian, Township, Range, Section(s), Quad. map name, size,

and date. Please do not reduce or enlarge the photocopy.

14. Description: _Proposed channel improvements to Westerly Creek between 23" Avenue and

17" Avenue in Aurora, CO.

15. Legal Location: Quad. Map: Englewood Date(s): 1965/1980

Principal Meridian: 6th X NM _ Ute
NOTE: Only generalized subdivision ("quarter quarters") within each section is needed

Township:_3S ___ Range:_67W Sec.:_33 1/4s _SW_NW __ SE ;
Township: Range: Sec.: 1/4s ;

Township: Range: Sec.: 1/4s ;

If section(s) is irregular, explain alignment method: __N/A

16. Total number of acres surveyed: 1.4
17. Comments: N/A
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V. ENVIRONMENT

18. General Topographic Setting: Westerly Creek perennial drainage and surrounding floodplain.

Current Land Use: __ City park.

19. Flora: Grassy riparian zone with cottonwood trees, willow trees, and grasses.

20. Soils/Geology: Weld loam, brown to darkish grey. Alluvial floodplain.
21. Ground Visibility: _0%-20%
22. Comments: N/A

V. LITERATURE REVIEW
23. Location of File Search: COMPASS — Colorado’s Online Database Date: July 12, 2012

24. Previous Survey Activity - In the project area: _ None

In the general region: The project area is near the historic core of Aurora and is on the border

of an older portion of Denver. Dozens of studies and surveys have been taken within a 1-mile

radius of the project area and have recorded more than 250 resources, primarily buildings and built

environment resources. No previously recorded historic resources are located within the APE. The

project should have no indirect effects on any of the recorded resources in the area.

25. Known Cultural Resources - In the project area: None

In the general region (summarize): The project area is near the historic core of Aurora and

is on the border of an older portion of Denver. More than 250 historic sites (primarily buildings and

built environment resources) have been recorded within 1 mile of the APE, though no previously

recorded cultural resources are located within the APE. The project should have no indirect effects

on any of the recorded resources in the area. All work will take place within the creek bed, which is

located in a park. Any sounds emanating from the project will be temporary.

26. Expected Results: __The intensity of natural and modern disturbances has decreased the

potential for cultural resources. Based on the records search and disturbance in the APE, itis

unlikely that cultural materials will be discovered during the pedestrian survey.
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VI. STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES

27. Intensive pedestrian survey of project area limited to banks and base of Westerly Creek

between 23" Avenue and 17" Avenue. Carefully inspect the project area for evidence of past

patterned human activity, 50 years old or older.

VIl. FIELD METHODS

28. Definitions: Site Five or more artifacts with or without associated features.

Isolated Find___ Four or less artifacts, no associated features.

29. Describe Survey Method: _One archaeologist walked parallel transects spaced no more

than 30 meters (approximately 100 feet) apart within the area. During this survey, the

archaeoloqist closely inspected the ground surface for any evidence of past, patterned human

activity. Cut banks along the creek were thoroughly inspected for buried cultural materials.

VIIl. RESULTS
30. List IFs if applicable. Indicate IF locations on the map completed for Part IIl.
A. Smithsonian Number: _N/A Description: N/A
B. Smithsonian Number: Description:
C. Smithsonian Number: Description:
D. Smithsonian Number: Description:

31. Using your professional knowledge of the region, why are there none or very limited
cultural remains in the project area? Is there subsurface potential?

The project area has been heavily disturbed by the construction related to the park and its

amenities as well as improvements to Westerly Creek. Subsurface potential is limited, and the

potential for cultural resources has been lost due to disturbance.
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CITY OF AURORA FLOOD MITIGATION PROJECT
Executive Order 11988 — Floodplain Management

Executive Order 11990 — Protection of Wetlands
Eight-Step Decision Making Process

Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain Management) required federal agencies “to avoid to the
extent possible the long and short term adverse impacts associated with the occupancy and
modification of the floodplain and to avoid direct or indirect support of floodplain development
wherever there is a practicable alternative.” FEMA’s implementing regulations are at 24 CFR
Part 9, which includes an eight-step decision making process for compliance with this part of the
Executive Order.

Executive Order 11990 (Protection of Wetlands) requires federal agencies “to avoid construction
or management practices that would adversely affect wetlands unless that agency finds that (1)
there is no practicable alternative, and (2) the proposed action includes measures to minimize
harm to the wetlands. The EO directs all federal agencies to minimize the destruction, loss, or
degradation of wetlands; and preserve and enhance the natural beneficial values of wetlands in
the conduct of the agency’s responsibilities. FEMA’s implementing regulations are at 44 CFR
Part 9, which includes an eight-step decision making process for compliance with this part of the
Executive Order.

This eight-step process is being applied to the City of Aurora Flood Mitigation Project as the
proposed project is located in the 100-year floodplain of Westerly Creek and associated
wetlands. The steps in the decision making process are as follows:

Step 1 Determine if the proposed action is located in the Base Floodplain and/or wetland.

The City of Aurora Flood Mitigation Project involves the modification (widening and deepening)
of Reach 2 of Westerly Creek, the replacement of twin box culverts under Montview Boulevard,
the placement of drop structures, and placement of riprap within the identified base floodplain
(according to FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) (Aurora, Arapahoe County,
08005C015K, Revised December 17, 2010; City and County of Denver, 0800460207G,
November 17, 2005). Based on the available FIRMs, the project area is located within the
floodplain (Zone AE) and floodway for Westerly Creek.

During the site visit in March, riparian-type vegetation (i.e., willows) was identified along
Westerly Creek downstream of Montview Boulevard.

Step 2 Early Public Notice (Initial Public Notice).

A public notice concerning the City of Aurora Flood Mitigation Project was published in the
Denver Post on May 25, 26, and 27, 2012. The Denver Post is the main newspaper for the
Aurora area, which includes the Westerly Creek area. Three comments were received during the



initial public notice. Two pertained to distribution of project information and documents. The
third comment was inquiring about potential project impacts on the Westerly Creek floodplain
upstream of the project area. None of the comments required special consideration in the EA.

Step 3 Identify and evaluate alternatives to locating in the base floodplain and/or wetland.

Alternatives to the proposed action that were considered included upstream detention, acquisition
and demolition of structures in the floodplain, and the no action alternative. Two detention dams
presently exist upstream of the project area (within the former Lowry AFB). These two dams
have the capacity to store flows associated with flood events up to an including the 100-year
flood event. Therefore, for this alternative to be viable, a detention dam would need to be
constructed between the former AFB (East 11th Avenue) and the project area. This portion of
the drainage does not have sufficient undeveloped land for a detention dam. The acquisition and
demolition of structures to provide the needed land for a detention dam would be unfavorable to
the public and cost prohibitive. Therefore, this alternative was not retained for further
evaluation.

With the acquisition and demolition alternative, properties in the project area and within the
existing 100-year floodplain (48 structures) would be purchased and the structures demolished,
thus removing them from the floodplain. This alternative would reduce property damages
associated with future flood events, as there would be no structures within the floodplain which
could be inundated by flood waters. This alternative was considered to be cost prohibitive and
unfavorable to the public. Therefore, this alternative was not retained for further evaluation.

The no action alternative involves taking no actions to reduce the risk of flooding along Westerly
Creek Reach 2. This alternative does not meet the purpose and need for the project; however, it
was retained for evaluation in the environmental assessment as it provides baseline conditions by
which other alternatives can be compared.

Based on the alternative analysis, it was concluded that the most practicable alternative to reduce
potential flood risks within the proposed project area would involve activities within the
floodplain and/or wetlands.

Step 4 Identify impacts of proposed action associated with occupancy or modification of the
floodplain.

Impact on natural function of the floodplain

The Proposed Action would modify (widening and deepening) Westerly Creek between 17"
Avenue and 23" Avenue. Existing twin box culverts under Montview Boulevard would be
replaced by a 60-foot bridge. The Proposed Action would capture and more efficiently convey
stormwater flows associated with the 100-year precipitation event. The City of Aurora Flood
Mitigation Project would not adversely affect the functions or values of the 100-year floodplain



as none of the proposed project features that would be constructed would deter or redirect 100-
year event flows in Westerly Creek. The proposed action includes the construction of a low flow
channel that would mimic the current channel. During a 100-year event, the floodplain would
function as it currently does within the project area.

The re-contoured channel banks would be revegetated with trees, shrubs and grass species. This
type of vegetation is similar to the existing bank vegetation and would not impede flood flows.

Impact of flood water on the proposed facilities

The proposed project features have been designed to convey flows associated with a 100-year
flood event (1 percent annual risk of flooding) within the channel of Reach 2 of Westerly Creek.
Therefore, flood flows up to and including the 100-year flood event would not adversely affect
project features.

Impact on Wetlands

The proposed action would widen and deepenWesterly Creek between 17th Avenue and 23rd
Avenue. The existing channel and associated wetlands within this segment would be excavated
to modify the channel. Approximately 1 acre of wetlands would be impacted by the
modification of the existing channel.

Post-project, the disturbed wetland area would be revegetated with riparian-type vegetation.
Additionally, the modified channel would include 4 horizontal to 1 vertical (4:1) side slopes and
a low-flow channel in the bottom that would mimic the existing channel. This low-flow channel
would be designed to allow the growth of wetland vegetation. Additionally, the modified
channel banks could also allow the development of wetlands. Therefore, no net loss of wetlands
and WOUS is anticipated with this project.

Step 5 Design or modify the proposed action to minimize threats to life and property and
preserve its natural and beneficial floodplain values to avoid, minimize or compensate for
impacts to wetlands.

The City of Aurora Flood Mitigation Project would have no impact on the 100-year floodplain.
Although construction of proposed project features would result in disturbances within the base
floodplain, none of the features are above ground structures. Therefore, project features will not
impede or redirect base flood (100-year) flows of Westerly Creek.

Post-project, the disturbed wetland area would be revegetated with riparian-type vegetation.
Additionally, the modified channel would include 4 horizontal to 1 vertical (4:1) side slopes and
a low-flow channel in the bottom that would mimic the existing channel. This low-flow channel
would be designed to allow the growth of wetland vegetation. Additionally, the modified
channel banks could also allow the development of wetlands. Therefore, the proposed action has
been designed to compensate wetland impacts on-site, to the extent practicable.



Step 6 Re-evaluate the proposed action.

The proposed project will not expose any segment of the population to flood hazards because it
does not alter the 100-year floodplain and does not include any above-ground structures.
Additionally, the Proposed Action will not facilitate development in the floodplain to any greater
degree than non-floodplain areas of the community. The project will not aggravate the current
flood hazard because project features would not impede or redirect 100-year flood flows. The
project will not disturb 100-year floodplain values because it will not change water levels in the
floodplain and will not reduce habitat in the floodplain. Therefore, it is practicable to construct
the proposed project within the floodplain and the proposed action satisfies the identified needs.

The primary purpose of the proposed action is to reduce the potential for flooding of residential
properties and overtopping of a major road during flood events up to the 100-year event (1
percent annual risk of flooding). To accomplish this goal, the proposed action would widen and
deepen Reach 2 of Westerly Creek which contains wetlands along its banks and bottom. The
proposed action has been designed to compensate/mitigate wetland impacts on-site, to the extent
practicable by constructing a low-flow channel, laying bank the channel banks, and replanting
with riparian-type vegetation. Therefore, the proposed action was determined to still be the most
practicable alternative to accomplish the project purpose.

Neither the No Action Alternative nor the two action alternatives that were evaluated are
practicable alternatives.

Step 7 Finding and public explanation (Final Public Notice).

After reviewing the alternatives report prepared by Windsor and evaluating existing conditions
within the project area, FEMA has determined that there is no practicable alternative to locating
project features within the 100-year floodplain and associated wetlands of Westerly Creek. This
determination will be conveyed to the public in the final public notice that will be published in
local newspaper.

Step 8 Implement the action.

The proposed City of Aurora Flood Mitigation Project will be constructed in accordance with
applicable floodplain development requirements and USACE applicable regulations. A U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers 404 Individual Permit must be obtained prior to being construction
associated with the project. Compliance with all stipulations stated in the USACE 404 permit is
required for this project.
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INITIAL PUBLIC NOTICE

Public notification is hereby given by the Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
of the intent to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) for a proposed project submitted by the City of Aurora to improve
the conveyance capacity of a 2,700-foot reach of Westerly Creek. A portion of the funding would be provided by FEMA’s
Pre-Disaster Mitigation Program. This program assists State and local governments with implementing cost-effective hazard
mitigation planning and project activities that complement a comprehensive mitigation program.

Westerly Creek is an ephemeral stream and it is a drainage way that flows south to north through the western edge of Aurora
and the eastern edge of Denver (Latitude — 39.44502; Longitude — -104.52474). Westerly Creck flows into Sand Creek, which
is a tributary to the South Platte River. Two large stormwater detention basins are located in the drainage upstream from the
project area. The area surrounding the project area was developed between 1930 and 1950 and is essentially totally developed.

The President’s Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) has developed regulations to implement the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). These regulations require an investigation of the potential environmental impacts of a proposed federal
action, and an evaluation of alternatives as part of the EA process. FEMA also has regulations that establish the agency-specific

process for implementing NEPA. An EA will be prepared in accordance with both FEMA and CEQ NEPA regulations. Two

alternatives will be considered in the EA:

The NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE, which considers the consequences of taking no action to enhance the conveyance capacity
of the Montview Boulevard Crossing and 2,700-foot reach of Westerly Creek within the project area. The PROPOSED ACTION
ALTERNATIVE would include replacing the box culverts at Montview Boulevard with 60-foot span bridge, removal of an
existing drop structure, installation of two new drop structures, placement of riprap, installing grouted boulders as channel lining,
widening and deepening the channel of Westerly Creek, and construction of one 10-foot wide pedestrian/bike/maintenance
access trail. The new channel would include a low-flow channel. A 6 month construction period is expected.

Other alternatives considered included upstream detention of flood flows and purchase and demolition of structures within
the 100-year (1 percent annual risk) flood plain. These alternatives were dismissed because they were determined to be cost

prohibitive, politically unfeasible, and/or highly improbable due to lack of undeveloped land.

The President of the United States has issued Executive Orders that require Federal Agencies to focus attention on the
environment and on human health and safety when considering the funding of an action. Executive Order 11988 — Protection
of Floodplains requires federal agencies to avoid to the extent possible the long and short-term adverse impacts associated with
the occupancy and modification of flood plains and to avoid direct and indirect support of floodplain development wherever
there is a practicable alternative. Executive Order 11990 — Protection of Wetlands requires Federal agencies to take action to
minimize the loss of wetlands.

The No Action Alternative would not directly affect floodplains or wetland areas; however, it could result in impacts to the
existing floodplain and wetlands located adjacent to the creek while not satisfying the identified needs.

With this public notice, FEMA is informing the public that the Proposed Action Alternative will occur within the 100-year (1
percent annual risk) floodplain of Westerly Creek and may impact wetlands along the creek.

During the NEPA review process FEMA will also evaluate potential impacts to other environmental resources and compliance
with other laws and regulations, such as, the Endangered Species Act, the National Historic Preservation Act and Executive
Order 12898 — Environmental Justice.

A public comment period related to the alternatives as outlined above or other possible alternatives will end 15 days following
the publication of this public notice. In addition to this initial comment period, a final comment period will be opened for

public review of the Draft EA.

Interested parties may obtain more detailed information about the alternatives from the City of Aurora by calling Mark
Donelson at (303) 326-8060 or by email at mdonelso@auroragov.org. Additionally, comments or question regarding the NEPA
compliance process can be directed to Richard Myers, FEMA Region VIII Deputy Regional Environmental Officer by calling
303.235.4926 or by email at richard.myers@dhs.gov.
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Aviso Publico Inicial
Mejorasen Montview parae control deinundacionesde L ower Westerly Creek

Por e presente, la Agencia Federal para e Mango de Emergencias (FEMA) del Departamento de Seguridad Naciona notifica
plblicamente sobre su intencion de preparar una evaluacion medioambiental (EA) para un proyecto propuesto que fue presentado por €
gobierno de la ciudad de Aurora con €l fin de mejorar la capacidad de distribucion de un tramo de 2,700 pies de Westerly Creek. Una parte
del financiamiento seria proporcionada por el Programa de mitigacion previa alos desastres naturales de laFEMA. Este programa colabora
con los gobiernos estatales y locales en |la implementacion de planes accesibles de mitigacion de peligros y actividades de proyectos que
complementan un programa de mitigacion integral.

Westerly Creek es un curso de agua efimero y una via de drengje que corre de sur anorte através del borde oeste de Auroray € borde este
de Denver (latitud: 39.44502; longitud: -104.52474). Westerly Creek desemboca en Sand Creek, un arroyo tributario de South Platte River.
Hay dos cuencas de detencion de aguas pluviales ubicadas en € drengje, corriente arriba del area del proyecto. El area circundante al
proyecto se desarroll6 entre 1930 y 1950 y esta précticamente toda desarrollada.

El Consgo de Caidad Ambiental (CEQ) del Presidente ha instrumentado reglamentaciones para implementar la ley naciona sobre
politicas medioambientales (NEPA). Estas reglamentaciones exigen una investigacion de los posibles impactos medioambientales de una
medida federal propuestay una evaluacion de |as aternativas como parte del proceso de la evaluacion medioambiental (EA). La agencia
FEMA también tiene reglamentaciones que establecen sus procesos especificos para implementar la ley NEPA. Se preparara una
evaluacion medioambiental de conformidad con las reglamentaciones de la agencia FEMA y laley NEPA del referido Consgjo. En dicha
evaluacion, se consideraran dos alternativas:

La primera ALTERNATIVA supone NO ADOPTAR MEDIDAS, es decir que se consideran las consecuencias de no hacer nada para
mejorar la capacidad de distribucion del cruce de Montview Boulevard y el tramo de 2,700 pies de Westerly Creek dentro del area del
proyecto.

La segunda ALTERNATIVA es una PROPUESTA DE ACCION, que incluiria reemplazar las acantarillas de cgén en Montview

Boulevard con un puente de 60 pies de longitud, eliminar la estructura existente de descenso, instalar dos nuevas estructuras de descenso,
colocar un pedraplén, instalar piedras cimentadas como revestimiento del canal, ensanchar y profundizar el canal de Westerly Creek, y
construir una senda de acceso de mantenimiento, para hicicletas y peatones de 10 pies. El nuevo canal incluiria un canal de bagjo flujo. Se
prevé un plazo de construccion de 6 meses.

Entre otras aternativas se consider la detencion corriente arriba del caudal de inundaciones, y la compra y demolicion de estructuras
dentro del terreno inundable de 100 afios (riesgo anual de 1%). Estas aternativas se desecharon porque se determinG que excedian los
costos, no eran factibles desde el punto de vista politico 0 eran demasiado improbables debido a la falta de terrenos construidos.

El Presidente de los Estados Unidos emiti6 decretos ejecutivos que exigen que las agencias federales centren su atencion en el medio
ambiente y la seguridad y salud humanas a considerar € financiamiento de un proyecto. El decreto gecutivo 11988, referente a la
proteccion de terrenos inundables, exige a las agencias federales evitar, en lamedida de lo posible, los efectos perjudiciales acorto y largo
plazo asociados con la ocupacion y modificacion de terrenos inundables, asi como evitar € respaldo directo e indirecto del desarrollo de
dichos terrenos en los casos en que exista otra alternativa viable. EI decreto gjecutivo 11990, relativo ala proteccion de humedales, exige a
|las agencias federales tomar medidas para minimizar la pérdida de los humedales.

La aternativa que supone no adoptar ninguna medida no afectaria directamente los terrenos inundables o los humedales; sin embargo,
podria provocar efectos en los terrenos inundables y 1os humedales adyacentes a arroyo, a la vez que no cumplirian con las necesidades
identificadas.

A través de este aviso publico, la agencia FEMA informa a publico que la aternativa de la propuesta de accion se llevard a cabo en €
terreno inundable de 100 afios (riesgo anual del 1%) de Westerly Creek y podria afectar 1os humedales ubicados alo largo del arroyo.

Durante € proceso de revision de la ley NEPA, la FEMA evaluard ademés los posibles efectos a otros recursos ambientales y e
cumplimiento de otras leyes y reglamentaciones, tales como la ley sobre especies anenazadas, |a ley naciona de conservacion historicay
el decreto gecutivo 12898 sobre justicia medioambiental.

El periodo para comentarios publicos relacionados con las aternativas descritas anteriormente u otras posibles alternativas finalizara 15
dias después de la publicacion de este aviso piblico. Ademéas de este periodo inicia para comentarios, se abrira un periodo final para
comentarios para larevision publica de la evaluacion medioambiental propuesta.

Las partes interesadas pueden solicitar informacion mas detallada sobre las dternativas a gobierno de la ciudad de Aurora, llamando a
Mark Donelson a (303) 326-8060 o por correo electronico: mdonelso@auroragov.org. ASimismo, 10s comentarios 0 preguntas sobre €
proceso de cumplimiento de laley NEPA se pueden enviar a Richard Myers, funcionario adjunto regional en materia medioambiental dela
region VIII delaFEMA, llamando a 303.235.4926 o por correo electronico: richard.myers@dhs.gov.
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] _ Ban Bio Cao Cong Ching Piu Tién
Cai Tien Cach Keém Che Lut O Phan Dwéi Rach Westerly Creek ¢ Montview

Ban béo cdo cong chung duoc dua ra boi Co Quan Cai Quan Tinh Trang Khan Cap Lién Bang |a Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) cia B6 An Ninh N6i B laDepartment of Homeland Security voi du dinh dé chuén bj mot chuong trinh Bo Luong Mai Sinh 1a
Environmental Assessment (EA) cho mdt du dinh d¢ nghi béi Thanh Phé Aurora dé cai tién kha nang thoat nude ciia dudng chéy dai
2,700-foot ciia rach Westerly Creek. Mot phan qily s& duoc cung cap boi Chuwong Trinh Ngan Ngira Trude Thién Lao 1a Pre-Disaster
Mitigation Program cia FEMA. Chuong Trinh nay phu gitip Tiéu Bang va chinh phii dia phwong bing céch thuc hién chuong trinh ngin
nglra sy nguy hiém tiét kiém va nhirng hoat dong cta ké hoach dé phu cip cho chwong trinh ngin ngira tong quat.

Con rach Westerly Creek 1a mot sudi nudc tam thoi va 13 duong thong nude chay tir Nam téi Béc qua canh phia Tay cua Aurora va canh
phia Pong cua Denver (D9 Vi - 39,44502; Do Kinh - 104.52474). Rach Westerly Creek chéy vao rach Sand Creek, 13 mdt nhanh subi di
dén song South Platte River. Hai bé 16n giit nudc bio dwgc dé ¢ vi tri phia trén duong thong nude tir khu ciia dy 4n.. Ving phu can quanh
viing duy an da dugc phat trién tir 1930 va 1950 va hdu nhu d hodn toan dugc phat trién.

Hoi Pdng V& Pham Chéat Méi Sinh |a Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) ctia Tong Thong da dit ra quy dinh dé thyc hién Luét
Pinh Mbi Sinh Lién Bang |a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Nhiing quy dinh nay doi hoi phai c6 mot cude diéu tra vé nhimg
anh huong c6 thé vao moi sinh tir nhig hanh dong da du dinh ciia chinh phi lién bang, va kiém duyét nhimg cach khac trong phan thu tuc
cua EA. FEMA ciing c6 nhiing quy dinh dé tao nén nhitng thi tuc ddc bi¢t ciia co quan dé thyc hién NEPA. Mot EA s& duogc du bi theo
quy dinh ctia ca FEMA va CEQ NEPA. Hai su lya chon s€ dugc xem xét trong EA |a:

SU LUA CHON KHQNG LAM GI HET, xem xét hau qua khi khong 1am gi dé gitp kha nang thoat nudc cia 16i di Montview Boulevard
Crossing va duong chay dai 2,700-foot ctia rach Westerly Creek trong khu cua du an..

SU LUA CHON LAM THEO DE NGHI gém c6 bo hop thong nude & duong Montview Boulevard voi cai cau dai 60-foot, 1ay di duong
nuée xudng dang 6, xay hai dudng nude xudng méi, xap vao da dé chan nudc, gan da 16n voi trat vira long dé 10t thanh ciia dudng nudc,
lam rong ra va sdu thém duong nudc cua rach Westerly Creek, va xay mot con duong thong qua rong 10-foot cho di bd/xe dap/duy tri.
Puong nudc méi sé co ca duong rach cho nudce thap. Thoi gian du dinh xdy 1a 6 thang.

Nhiing su Iwa chon khac di dugc xem xét gdm co giit nudc lyt chay phia trén ngudn, mua va dap bat dong san trong vong ciia dong bing
lut 100-nam (1 phan trdm rui ro moi ndm). Nhiing sy lya chon nay da bi bac bd vi ho xac dinh 1a ton kém, khong thuc hanh dugc vi chinh
tr1, va/hodc rat u kho thanh vi it dat trong.

Tong Thong cta Hoa Ky da ra Lénh Hanh Chinh doi hoi Hoi Pong Lién Bang phai dé ¥ toi moi sinh va tdi stic khoé va an toan clia nguoi
dan khi xem duyét qily trg cho viéc lam. Lénh Hanh Chinh 11988 - Bao Vé Pong Bang Lut doi hoi nhing co quan lién bang phai tranh
hét muc c6 thé dugc nhimg anh hudng khong tot trong thoi han ngan va dai lién quan dén sw chiém dong va thay doi cua dong bang lut va
dé tranh truc tiép va dan tiép ung ho phat trién trong dong bang lut khi ma c6 su lya chon ndo khac. Lénh Hanh Chinh 11990 - Bao Vé
Ving Dat Ut doi hoi nhig co quan lién bang phai c6 nhitng hanh dong dé giam dén muc t6i thiéu sy mét ving dat uot.

Su Lya Chon Khong Lam Gi Hét s& khong anh hudng truc tiép dén nhimg dong bang lut va ving dat u6t; nhung ma, nd ¢6 thé ¢6 két qua
va cham dén dong bang lut dang c6 va nhiing dat udt ¢ canh rach ma khong dap img dugc nhiing can thiét da chi dinh.

Vi ban bao cao cong chung nay, FEMA thong tin cho cong chiing la Sy Lwya Chon Lam Theo Dé Nghi sé xy ra trong déng bang lut 100-
nam (1 phan tram rui ro mo1 ndm) ctia rach Westerly Creek va c6 thé va cham dén dat udt bén canh rach.

Trong khi duyét lai tha tuc NEPA FEMA ciing s& kiém duyét kha ning va cham dén nhitng nguon méi sinh khac va tudn theo nhiing ludt
va quy dinh khéc, nhu 14, Ludt Bdo V€ Nhimg Sinh Vét Duyét Chung |la Endangered Species Act, Luat Bao Ton Lich St Quoc Gia |a
National Historic Preservation Act, va Lénh Hanh Chinh 12898 - Céng Bang Mo6i Sinh |a Environmental Justice.

Mot khoang thoi gian cho cong chung binh luan vé nhitng s lira chon ké khai trén hodc nhimg sur lya chon khéc s& hét 15 ngay sau khi
ban bdo cdo cong chung nay dugc dua ra. Thém vao thoi gian cho cong ching binh luan, mot khoang thoi gian binh luén cudi cung sé
dugc md ra cho cong chung duyét lai Ban Sao EA.

Quy vi nao quan tam dén co thé léy chi tiét tai lidu vé nhiing su Iya chon tir Thanh Phé Aurqra béng goi cho Mark Donelson ¢ (303) 7326-
8()60 hodc bang email & mdonelso@aliroragov.org. Thém nira, 101 binh [uén hodc cau hoi ve thu tuc NEPA tuan theo quy dinh c6 thé dua
dén Richard Myers, FEMA Vung VIII Phé Nhan Vién Moi Sinh Ving bang goi 303.235.4926 hodc bang email ¢ richard. myers@dhs.gov.
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CONTACT DETAIL

CONTACT INFORMATION

CONTACT RESULTS

Add to
Contact Zip Mailing
COMMENT ID| Date |Time| mode Name Address City | State | Code Phone E-mail Affiliation COMMENTS & RESPONSES (IN RED) List?
20120524 _MD_1P
ublic Comment 5/21/2012 116:47| E-mail Chad COA 3037397052 cargenta@auroragov.org COA staff Westerly Requested if information could be posted on the Westerly Creek Village webpage. | approved. No
. Argentar Creek Village
Tracking Form.xml
Just wondering what the floodplain benefits are for this project. Specifically upstream of 17th. We have a number of
properties in the floodplain (as do you) between 14th & 17th, but | wasn't sure if your project will have any impact on
20120524_MD_2P Jeremy 201 W City and County of Denver since it appears that all your work is D/S of 17th. This particular project has direct floodplain mitigation for the
ublic Comment 5/22/2012 | 7:42 | E-mail Hamer | Colfax A;/e Denver Co 80202 | 7209130720 | jeremy.hamer@denvergov.org Denver folks D/S of 17th. U/S from 17th. to 14th, as you know, has some significant challenges before any project can be No
Tracking Form.xml ' completed. The main thing is, D/S of Montview, there will be quite of bit of work to transition the new channel depth
into the existing channel, which will have impact on some of the Denver side of the channel. We have also included
quite a few key stakeholders in the Stapleton area.
Mark, Bryan Fry (bryan.fry@denvergov.org, 720-913-8834) will be your primary contact for getting documents
20120529_MD_3P E-mail and| Jeremy 201 W City and County of submitted through the City’s PCO process for review. He will then distribute them to the appropriate folks in the City
ublic Comment 5/29/2012 | 12:14 phone Hamer | Colfax A;/e. Denver Co 7209130720 | jeremy.hamer@denvergov.org Denver and return compiled comments to you at the end of the review period. Please add him to your stakeholder list. We have Yes

Tracking Form.xml

taken the liberty of starting our review process with the EA notification info. Please add me to your stakeholder list as
well.




form1[Q]. form1[0 form1[0]. | form1[0].
RadioBut |[form1[0]. |form1[0].Address | form1[0].City |form1[0].State [form1[0].Zip form1[0] form1[0].Phone form1[0] ].Text |form1[O]. forml.[O]. RadioBut| RadioBut form;[O].Q forml[O].
. .PhoneN .PhoneN| . TextField . . uestionl [Question
tonList | Name [O] [0] [O] [0] Code [0] Num [1] Fieldl | Date [0] tonList tonList
um [0] um [2] 2 [0] [0] 2 [0]
(0] [Q] [1] [2]
Ve Home E- Floodplain |Bike/Trail
Comment ID (Mailing Name Address City State Zip Code | Phone Phone Phone ) Date Time PM AM P :
List) mail (NEPA) | (Design)
20120524 _MD_1P Chad
ublic Comment COA 3037397052 5/21/2012 4:.47 2
) Argentar
Tracking Form.xml
20120524 _MD_2P
ublic Comment Jeremy | 201 W. Colfax Denver Co 80202 7209130720 5/22/2012| 7:42 2 1
. Hamer Ave.
Tracking Form.xml
20120529 MD_3P
ublic Comment 1 Jeremy | 201 W. Colfax Denver Co 7209130720 5/20/2012| 12:14 2
Hamer Ave.

Tracking Form.xml
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form1[0]. |form1[0].R [form1[0] [form1[0] [form1[O
form1[0]. | form1[Q]. [ form1[0]. [form1[0].Q |form1[0]. | form1[0]. Radi[o] adi[o] Radi[o] Radi[o] TexE ] forma[0]. Text
Question [Question4|Question5| uestion6 |[Question|Question form1[0].TextField1 [1] Button Button I.3utton I.3utton F.ield3 Field4-[0]
310 (0] [0l (0] 710] 810l List[3] | List[4] | List[5] | List[6] | [O]
Water . : Land/ NO Telephone| Other | E-mail
Comment ID Quality (ggso:gﬁ) (NEESI?A) V(eg:;?tlno)n Property (Dzzirkn) Work E-mail (Mailing | (contact |[(contact |(contact Cr?]r(l)tdagt Affiliation
(NEPA) g 9" 1 (NEPA) g List) mode) | mode) | mode)
20120524 MD_1P COA staff
ublic Comment cargenta@auroragov.org 1 2 Westerly
Tracking Form.xml Creek Village
20120524 _MD_2P City and
ublic Comment jeremy.hamer@denvergov.org 1 2 County of
Tracking Form.xml Denver
20120529 _MD_3P City and
ublic Comment jeremy.hamer@denvergov.org 1 2 County of
Tracking Form.xml Denver
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form1 [0].Question7[1]

form1 [0].Question7[2]

Comment ID

Other (NEPA)

Other (Design)

20120524 MD_1P
ublic Comment
Tracking Form.xml

Requested if information could be posted on the Westerly
Creek Village webpage. | approved.

20120524 MD_2P
ublic Comment
Tracking Form.xml

Just wondering what the floodplain benefits are for this
project. Specifically upstream of 17th. We have a number of
properties in the floodplain (as do you) between 14th & 17th,
but I wasn't sure if your project will have any impact on
Denver since it appears that all your work is D/S of 17th.

IThis particular project has direct floodplain mitigation for the
folks D/S of 17th. U/S from 17th. to 14th, as you know, has
some significant challenges before any project can be
completed. The main thing is, D/S of Montview, there will be
quite of bit of work to transition the new channel depth into the
existing channel, which will have impact on some of the
Denver side of the channel. We have also included quite a
few key stakeholders in the Stapleton area.

20120529 _MD_3P
ublic Comment
Tracking Form.xml

Mark,/Bryan Fry (bryan.fry@denvergov.org, 720-913-8834)
will be your primary contact for getting documents submitted
through the City’'s PCO process for review. He will then
distribute them to the appropriate folks in the City and return
compiled comments to you at the end of the review period.
Please add him to your stakeholder list. We have taken the
liberty of starting our review process with the EA notification
info.[J [JPlease add me to your stakeholder list as well.[]
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