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Appendix B

Flood Zone Maps
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This project must be conducted in accordance with conditions for federal actions
in the floodplain as set forth in presidential Executive Order (EO) 11988,
Floodplains and presidential Executive Order 11990, Wetlands and the
implementing regulation found at 44 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 9,
Floodplain Management and Protection of Wetlands. These regulations apply to
all direct and indirect Agency actions which have the potential to affect
floodplains or wetlands or their occupants, or which are subject to potential harm
by location in floodplains.

Public Assistance grant funded projects carried out in the floodplain or affecting
the floodplain must be coordinated with the local floodplain administrator for a
floodplain development permit prior to the undertaking any action. The action
must be carried out in compliance with relevant, applicable and required local
codes and standards, including buildings codes, as well as locally adopted
floodplain management ordinances. These measures will reduce the risk of future
flood loss, minimize the impacts of floods on safety, health, and welfare, and
preserve and possibly restore beneficial floodplain values as required by
Executive Order 11988. In accordance with 44CFRS.11(d)(1), no new
development is allowed in a coastal high hazard zone (V or VE), with limited
exceptions. At the time of the event, the effective Flood Insurance Rate Map
(FIRM) 2251940825G, dated 5/4/1992, for Cameron Parish, showed the damaged
structures, and the proposed new location in zone VE, El 12 feet NGVD29. Also,
FIRM shows both the damaged and proposed sites within an “Otherwise
Protected Area” (OPA), an area where federal assistance is severely restricted.
US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) maintains the repository for Coastal Barrier
Resources System (CBRS), and the OPA. On April 18, 2012, FEMA received
comments from FWS that reconstructed complex was a consistent use of the
OPA. On March 28, 2008, FEMA issued a preliminary digital FIRM for
Cameron Parish, which showed the proposed site in a zone VE, EL 15 NAVDSS.
Cameron Parish appealed the preliminary base flood elevations, including this
area. Based on the resolution of the appeals, FEMA issued revised preliminary
digital FIRM on 11/21/2011. The revised maps show the proposed site in a zone
AE, El 13, NAVDS88. Both the Parish and FEMA have accepted these revised
base flood elevations, and the 11/21/2011 preliminary FIRM will become
effective 11/16/2012. 1In the meantime, this 11/21/2011 preliminary FIRM is
acceptable for establishing requirements for EO 11988 compliance. Since the
11/21/2011 preliminary FIRM shows the site as in a zone AE, rather than VE, the
prohibition on new construction in a coastal high hazard zone no longer exists.

Restoration projects conducted with Public Assistance grant funds must be carried
out in accordance with the local floodplain management plan and ordinance and
shall utilize the current Preliminary Digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps as the
“best available data” as a minimum standard. Exceptions to this requirement shall
be reported to the Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency
Preparedness (GOHSEP), FEMA Environmental, and the local floodplain
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STEP 1

Determine whether the proposed actions are located in a wetland and/or the
100-year floodplain (500-year floodplain for critical actions {44 CFR 9.4]), or
whether they have the potential to affect or be affected by a floodplain or a
wetland (see 44 CFR 9.7).

> The project is located in relation to floodplains as mapped by:

Proposed Alligator Incubator Shed
Latitude: 29.7274 Longitude: -92.8187
Proposed Fish Lab

Latitude: 29.7278 Longitude: -92.8195
Proposed Human WWTP

Latitude: 29.72813 Longitude: -92.8203
Proposed Alligator WWTP

Latitude: 29.72805 Longitude: -92.8206
Proposed Fuel Platform

Latitude: 29.7284 Longitude: -92.8203
Proposed Boat House

Latitude: 29.7279 Longitude: -92.8197
Preliminary DFIRM: 22023C1100H, dated 11/21/2011 Floed Zone: AL, 13 feet
NAVD

The revised maps show the proposed site in a zone AE, El 13, NAVDS88. Attached
Memorandum of January 4, 2012, from Frank Pagano, Mitigation Division Director of
FEMA Region VI to John Connolly, Senior Public Assistance Director Advisor,
Louisiana Recovery Office for St. Bernard Parish, Louisiana states that the 0.2%
annual-chance (500-year) flood elevations for the Rockefeller Fuel Tanks project site
elevation is 19 ft NAVDSS.

All previous floodplain maps, from before 2005 until resolution of appeals leading to
the revised preliminary DFIRM of 11/21/2011, show the proposed sites located in VE
zones. FIRM 2251940825G, dated 5/4/1992, site in zone VE, el 12.

Advisory Base Flood Elevation (ABFE) Map V-35, dated 3/9/2006, zone VE, el 13.
Preliminary DFIRM, dated 3/28/2008, zone VE, el 15

The project site is not located in a regulated floodway but is located in an area of
coastal flooding with primary flood hazards associated with tidal storm surge and
associated waves. Tides can intrude into the low lying areas of the proposed action
and water levels in past floods have been documented in excess of 9 feet above the
land surface elevation. Inspection of the damaged facility also indicated damages
from erosion and scour of the ground around the building foundation.

] The project is located in a wetland as identified by:

A review of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife National Wetland Inventory indicates
nearby mapped wetlands at the edge of the proposed site but that the proposed















STEP 6

STEP 7

DFE to parking, building access and storage, and certifying that the structure is
able to resist the combined forces of floatation, impact, scour, erosion, wind, and
impacts.

Placement of nonstructural fill will be limited to minimal site grading and
landscaping and to meet local drainage requirements. Construction will be
conditioned to include best management practices to minimize impacts from
erosion, material storage, and vehicle activities on nearby wetlands.

Reevaluate the proposed action to determine first, if it’s still practicable in
light of its exposure to flood hazards, the extent to which it will aggravate the
hazards to others and its potential to disrupt floodplain and wetland values
and second, if alternatives preliminarily rejected at step # 3 are practicable
in light of the information gained in steps # 4 and # 5. FEMA shall not act in
a floodplain or wetland unless it’s the only practicable location.

] Not applicable - Project is not located in a floodplain or in a wetland.

4 Applicable - Action proposed is located in the only practicable location as
described below:

The proposed action is the chosen practicable alternative based upon a review of
possible adverse effects on the floodplain, the inclusion of measures to mitigate
and minimize harm from floods, and community socioeconomic expectations.
There is no practicable site for the project which is not in the special flood hazard
area.

Prepare and provide the public with a finding and public explanation of any
final decision that the floodplain or wetland is the only practicable
alternative (see 44 CFR 9.12).

N Not applicable - Project is not located in a floodplain or in a wetland.
] Applicable - Finding is or will be prepared as described below:

Reconstruction of the Fish Lab and Alligator Incubator Shed plus associated
facilities in the floodplain has been determined to be a practicable alternative with
significant benefits to the RWR which override the prudence of location outside
the floodplain. This review and analysis of this proposed action was documented
through the required 8-step public participation and decision-making process. A
NEPA EA is being drafted that includes a Solicitation of Views from potentially
affected parties and a public notice was prepared and advertised that presented
these findings (Public Notice attached herein).
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