




















































                        U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

 Federal Emergency Management Agency 

 FEMA-1603/1607/1786/1792 -DR-LA 

Louisiana Recovery Office 

Environmental/Historic Preservation  

1 Seine Court 

New Orleans, LA 70114 

 

 

March 21, 2012 
 
 
Pam Breaux  
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Department of Culture, Recreation & Tourism 
P.O. Box 44247 
Baton Rouge LA 70804 
 

RE:  Section 106 Review Consultation, Hurricane Katrina, FEMA-1603-DR-LA  
         Applicant: Vermilion Parish 
         Undertaking:  Construction of Flood Protection Embankment, 14202 Savoy Road, 

Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA (HMGP Project #1603-0237) 
         Determination: No Historic Properties Affected 
 
 
Dear Ms. Breaux: 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will be providing funds authorized under 
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, P.L. 93-288, as amended, in 
response to the following major Disaster Declaration: 

 
FEMA-1603-DR-LA, dated August 29, 2005, as amended. 

 
FEMA, through its 404 Hazard Mitigation Program, proposes to fund the flood protection 
embankment at 14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA (Undertaking) as requested by 
Vermilion Parish (Applicant). FEMA is initiating Section 106 review for the above referenced 
properties in accordance with the Louisiana State-Specific Programmatic Agreement among FEMA, 
the Louisiana Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP), 
the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Officer of the Department of Culture Recreation and 
Tourism (SHPO), the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas (ACTT), the Chitimacha Tribe of 
Louisiana (CTL), the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma (CNO), the Jena Band of Choctaw Indians 
(JBCI), the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians (MBCI), the Seminole Tribe of Florida (STF), and 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) regarding FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program (2011 LA HMGP PA) dated January 31st, 2011 and providing the State Historic 
Preservation Office with the opportunity to consult on the proposed Undertaking.  Documentation 
in this letter is consistent with the requirements in 36 CFR §800.11(d). 
 
Description of the Undertaking 

The proposed project consists of the retrofit construction of an embankment and flood wall to 
protect the Vermilion Parish Detention Center (Figures 2, 3, & 5) from flood waters. A combination 
of approximately 2,633 linear feet of earthen embankment and 566 linear feet of concrete flood wall 
will comprise the flood control perimeter that will protect the facility from future flooding events. 
The project also includes a rework of the internal storm drainage system and the addition of a wet 
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well containing two (2) 25-horsepower pumps to adequately route the 1-percent storm from the 
property without flooding the existing building. Potential ground-disturbance associated with this 
Scope of Work (SOW) includes excavations associated with reworking of the drainage system, 
removal/displacement of native soils during construction of the floodwall, and rutting from heavy 
machinery use and staging. A 7.5 USGS map of the Undertaking Location can be observed in 
Figure 1. 
 
 
Area of Potential Effects (APE) 

In accordance with Stipulation VII.B of the LA HMGP, the APE for both the standing structures 
and archaeology were developed in coordination with SHPO staff. The APEs for archaeology and 
standing structures can be observed in Figure 2. The archaeological APE measures approximately 
20 acres.  
 
Identification and Evaluation 

Standing Structures 

On March 12, 2012 FEMA Historic Preservation Staff consulted the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP) database and the Louisiana Cultural Resources Map and determined that the prison 
facility located at 14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA is not within a listed or 
eligible National Register Historic District nor is it located within view-shed of an individually 
listed National Register Historic Property. Constructed in 1981, the facility is less than fifty (50) 
years of age and does not meet the criteria to qualify for NRHP listing under Criterion 
Consideration G. Additionally; there are no structures or buildings within the standing structures 
view-shed (Figures 5-12). The subject property is provided in the table below. 
 

 

Locality Address Latitude Longitude 
Date  

Built 

 

FEMA Eligibility 

Determination 

1.  

Abbeville 
14202 Savoy 
Road 29.946872 -92.091938 1981 

 
 
Not Eligible under Criterion 
Consideration G 

 
Archaeology 

No historic maps or other archival materials were located that depict the subject property. The area 
has not been previously surveyed for archaeological or historic resources. FEMA Historic 
Preservation personnel performed a site visit to the facility on March 6, 2012. At the time of the 
field inspection, the croplands surrounding the prison had been recently plowed in preparation for 
spring planting, providing excellent surface visibility. Soils consisted of fine-grained silt loam 
indicative of prairie loess deposits. The fields were systematically inspected for any evidence of 
cultural materials or features. A total of three scattered pieces of historic ceramics (two pieces of 
ironstone and one porcelain fragment) were noted in the northwestern-most plowed field, but did 
not occur in any concentration or amount that would be indicative of a historic homestead in the 
area. No brick, glass or other structure-related remains were identified during the surface inspection. 
In addition to inspection of the plowed fields, the cut-bank of Young’s North Coulee (an artificial 
canal forming the western boundary of the project area) was examined for any evidence of cultural 
deposits, but none were identified.  
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Assessment of Effects 
Based on the aforementioned identification and evaluation, FEMA has determined that there are no 
historic properties as defined in 36 CFR 800.16(1) within the APE. Therefore, FEMA has 
determined a finding of No Historic Propert,ies Affe<;ted for this Undertaking and is submitting 
this Undertaking to you for your review and comment. FEMA requests your comments within 15 
days. 

We look forward to your concurrence with this determination. Should you have any questions or 
need additional information regarding this Undertaking, please contact Jerame Cramer, Deputy 
Environmental Liaison Officer, at (504) 762-2917 or Jera~e.Cramer@dhs.gov or Dan DiGiuseppe, 
FEMA Historic Preservation Specialist, at (504)-762-2977 or DanieU.DiGiuseppe@dhs.gov, & 
Michael Wilder, FEMA Archaeologist at (504)-444-4590 or Michael.Wilder@dhs.gov. 

~~K h· Z .at nne enngue 
Environmental Liaison Officer 
FEMA-DR-1603-LA, FEMA-DR-1607-LA, 
FEMA-DR-1786-LA, FEMA-DR-1792-LA. 

CC: 	 File 
Bryan Guevin, Division of Archaeology Reviewer 
David Livingstone, Division of Historic Preservation Reviewer 
State Historic Preservation Office 

Enclosures 

The Division of Archaeology Reviewer concurs with the finding that there will be No Historic 
Properties Affected as a result of this Undertaking. 

Division of Archaeology Reviewer 	 Date 

mailto:Michael.Wilder@dhs.gov
mailto:DanieU.DiGiuseppe@dhs.gov
mailto:Jera~e.Cramer@dhs.gov
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The Division of Historic Preservation Reviewer concurs with the finding that there will be No 
Historic Properties Affected as a result of this Undertaking. 
  
  
  
  
  
______________________________________________                  _______________             
Division of Historic Preservation Reviewer                                               Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure  1 

 

     Map N  Map Name:  USGS Abbeville East 7.5’ Topographic Quadrangle Map 1:24,000 
                     HMGP 1603-0237 

                     Address: 14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, LA                Coordinates: 29.946872, -92.091938 
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14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, LA                 
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Figure  2 Aerial view location map displaying 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA and Area of Potential Effects (APE)  
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Figure  3 Engineering plan displaying proposed embankment around prison facility located at 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA  
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Figure  4 Prison facility (constructed 1981) located at 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 5 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 6 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 7 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 8 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 9 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 10 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 11 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
 
View 
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Figure 12 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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towards 
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From: Seward, Adrian (CTR)
To: "ithompson@choctawnation.com"
Subject: FEMA Section 106 Consultation: Vermilion Parish Drainage
Date: Friday, March 23, 2012 5:12:00 PM
Attachments: CNO_HMGP_1603-0237_Vermilion Parish Drainage.pdf

March 23, 2012
Dear Ian:
Attached is the Tribal Section 106 consultation regarding construction of flood
protection embankment in Vermilion Parish.  FEMA has determined that there will
be no historic properties affected as a result of this undertaking.  If you have
comments regarding this project, please notify FEMA by 4/7/12.
Should you have any other questions or comments, please contact Katherine
Zeringue, FEMA Environmental Liaison Officer for the Louisiana Recovery Office, at
katherine.zeringue@dhs.gov or (504)-762-2256, or Jerame Cramer, Deputy
Environmental Liaison Officer for the Louisiana Recovery Office, at
jerame.cramer@dhs.gov  or (504) 762-2917.
Sincerely,
 
Adrian Seward (CTR)
FLUOR Contractor
Federal Emergency Management Agency
1 Seine Court, New Orleans LA, 4th Floor
Cell: 504.432.6368
Desk: 504.762.2238

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ithompson@choctawnation.com
blocked::mailto:katherine.zeringue@dhs.gov
blocked::mailto:jerame.cramer@dhs.gov



                        U.S. Department of Homeland Security 


 Federal Emergency Management Agency 


 FEMA-1603/1607/1786/1792 -DR-LA 


Louisiana Recovery Office 


Environmental/Historic Preservation  


1 Seine Court 


New Orleans, LA 70114 


 


 


March 21, 2012 


 


 


Gregory Pyle  


Chief 


Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 


623 N 16th 


Durant OK 74702 


 


RE:  Section 106 Review Consultation, Hurricane Katrina, FEMA-1603-DR-LA  
         Applicant: Vermilion Parish 


         Undertaking:  Construction of Flood Protection Embankment, 14202 Savoy Road, 


Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA (HMGP Project #1603-0237) 


         Determination: No Historic Properties Affected 
 


 


Dear Chief Pyle: 


 


The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will be providing funds authorized under 


the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, P.L. 93-288, as amended, in 


response to the following major Disaster Declaration: 


 


FEMA-1603-DR-LA, dated August 29, 2005, as amended. 


 


FEMA, through its 404 Hazard Mitigation Program, proposes to fund the flood protection 


embankment at 14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA (Undertaking) as requested by 


Vermilion Parish (Applicant). FEMA is initiating Section 106 review for the above referenced 


properties in accordance with the Louisiana State-Specific Programmatic Agreement among FEMA, 


the Louisiana Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP), 


the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Officer of the Department of Culture Recreation and 


Tourism (SHPO), the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas (ACTT), the Chitimacha Tribe of 


Louisiana (CTL), the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma (CNO), the Jena Band of Choctaw Indians 


(JBCI), the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians (MBCI), the Seminole Tribe of Florida (STF), and 


the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) regarding FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant 


Program (2011 LA HMGP PA) dated January 31st, 2011 and providing the Choctaw Nation of 


Oklahoma with the opportunity to consult on the proposed Undertaking.  Documentation in this 


letter is consistent with the requirements in 36 CFR §800.11(d). 


 


Description of the Undertaking 


The proposed project consists of the retrofit construction of an embankment and flood wall to 


protect the Vermilion Parish Detention Center (Figures 2, 3, & 5) from flood waters. A combination 


of approximately 2,633 linear feet of earthen embankment and 566 linear feet of concrete flood wall 


will comprise the flood control perimeter that will protect the facility from future flooding events. 


The project also includes a rework of the internal storm drainage system and the addition of a wet 
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well containing two (2) 25-horsepower pumps to adequately route the 1-percent storm from the 


property without flooding the existing building. Potential ground-disturbance associated with this 


Scope of Work (SOW) includes excavations associated with reworking of the drainage system, 


removal/displacement of native soils during construction of the floodwall, and rutting from heavy 


machinery use and staging. A 7.5 USGS map of the Undertaking Location can be observed in 


Figure 1. 


 


 


Area of Potential Effects (APE) 


In accordance with Stipulation VII.B of the LA HMGP, the APE for both the standing structures 


and archaeology were developed in coordination with SHPO staff. The APEs for archaeology and 


standing structures can be observed in Figure 2. The archaeological APE measures approximately 


20 acres.  


 


Identification and Evaluation 


Standing Structures 


On March 12, 2012 FEMA Historic Preservation Staff consulted the National Register of Historic 


Places (NRHP) database and the Louisiana Cultural Resources Map and determined that the prison 


facility located at 14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA is not within a listed or 


eligible National Register Historic District nor is it located within view-shed of an individually 


listed National Register Historic Property. Constructed in 1981, the facility is less than fifty (50) 


years of age and does not meet the criteria to qualify for NRHP listing under Criterion 


Consideration G. Additionally; there are no structures or buildings within the standing structures 


view-shed (Figures 5-12). The subject property is provided in the table below. 


 
 


Locality Address Latitude Longitude 
Date  


Built 


 


FEMA Eligibility 


Determination 


1.  


Abbeville 


14202 Savoy 


Road 29.946872 -92.091938 1981 


 


 
Not Eligible under Criterion 


Consideration G 
 


Archaeology 


No historic maps or other archival materials were located that depict the subject property. The area 


has not been previously surveyed for archaeological or historic resources. FEMA Historic 


Preservation personnel performed a site visit to the facility on March 6, 2012. At the time of the 


field inspection, the croplands surrounding the prison had been recently plowed in preparation for 


spring planting, providing excellent surface visibility. Soils consisted of fine-grained silt loam 


indicative of prairie loess deposits. The fields were systematically inspected for any evidence of 


cultural materials or features. A total of three scattered pieces of historic ceramics (two pieces of 


ironstone and one porcelain fragment) were noted in the northwestern-most plowed field, but did 


not occur in any concentration or amount that would be indicative of a historic homestead in the 


area. No brick, glass or other structure-related remains were identified during the surface inspection. 


In addition to inspection of the plowed fields, the cut-bank of Young’s North Coulee (an artificial 


canal forming the western boundary of the project area) was examined for any evidence of cultural 


deposits, but none were identified.  


 


Assessment of Effects 
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Based on the aforementioned identification and evaluation, FEMA has determined that there are no 
historic properties as defined in 36 CFR 800.16(1) within the APE. Therefore, FEMA has 
determined a finding of No Historic Properties Affected for this Undertaking and is submitting 
this Undertaking to you for your review and comment. FEMA requests your comments within 30 
days. 


We look forward to your concurrence with this determination. Should you have any questions or 
need additional information regarding this Undertaking, please contact Jerame Cramer, Deputy 
Environmental Liaison Officer, at (504) 762-2917 or Jerame.Cramer@dhs.gov or Dan DiGiuseppe, 
FEMA Historic Preservation Specialist, at (504)-762-2977 or DanieII.DiGiuseppe@dhs.gov, & 
Michael Wilder, FEMA Archaeologist at (504)-444-4590 or MichaeI.Wilder@dhs.gov. 


Sincerely, 


Katherine Zeringue 

Environmental Liaison Officer 

FEMA-DR-1603-LA, FEMA-DR-1607-LA, 

FEMA-DR-1786-LA, FEMA-DR-1792-LA. 



CC: 	 File 
Ian Thompson, Director/THPO 
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 


Enclosures 



mailto:MichaeI.Wilder@dhs.gov

mailto:DanieII.DiGiuseppe@dhs.gov

mailto:Jerame.Cramer@dhs.gov
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Figure  1 
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14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, LA                 
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Figure  2 Aerial view location map displaying 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA and Area of Potential Effects (APE)  
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Figure  3 Engineering plan displaying proposed embankment around prison facility located at 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA  
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Figure  4 Prison facility (constructed 1981) located at 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
Figure 5 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 


 


View 


towards 


north 


 
Figure 6 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 


 


View 


towards 


northeast 


 


 


 


 


 







Page 9 of 10 


3/21/2012 


HMGP Project # 1603-0237 PHASE II Vermilion Parish Embankment Construction 


 
Figure 7 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 8 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 9 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 10 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 11 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 12 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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                        U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

 Federal Emergency Management Agency 

 FEMA-1603/1607/1786/1792 -DR-LA 

Louisiana Recovery Office 

Environmental/Historic Preservation  

1 Seine Court 

New Orleans, LA 70114 

 

 

March 21, 2012 
 
 
Gregory Pyle  
Chief 
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 
623 N 16th 
Durant OK 74702 
 

RE:  Section 106 Review Consultation, Hurricane Katrina, FEMA-1603-DR-LA  
         Applicant: Vermilion Parish 
         Undertaking:  Construction of Flood Protection Embankment, 14202 Savoy Road, 

Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA (HMGP Project #1603-0237) 
         Determination: No Historic Properties Affected 
 
 
Dear Chief Pyle: 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will be providing funds authorized under 
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, P.L. 93-288, as amended, in 
response to the following major Disaster Declaration: 

 
FEMA-1603-DR-LA, dated August 29, 2005, as amended. 

 
FEMA, through its 404 Hazard Mitigation Program, proposes to fund the flood protection 
embankment at 14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA (Undertaking) as requested by 
Vermilion Parish (Applicant). FEMA is initiating Section 106 review for the above referenced 
properties in accordance with the Louisiana State-Specific Programmatic Agreement among FEMA, 
the Louisiana Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP), 
the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Officer of the Department of Culture Recreation and 
Tourism (SHPO), the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas (ACTT), the Chitimacha Tribe of 
Louisiana (CTL), the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma (CNO), the Jena Band of Choctaw Indians 
(JBCI), the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians (MBCI), the Seminole Tribe of Florida (STF), and 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) regarding FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program (2011 LA HMGP PA) dated January 31st, 2011 and providing the Choctaw Nation of 
Oklahoma with the opportunity to consult on the proposed Undertaking.  Documentation in this 
letter is consistent with the requirements in 36 CFR §800.11(d). 
 
Description of the Undertaking 

The proposed project consists of the retrofit construction of an embankment and flood wall to 
protect the Vermilion Parish Detention Center (Figures 2, 3, & 5) from flood waters. A combination 
of approximately 2,633 linear feet of earthen embankment and 566 linear feet of concrete flood wall 
will comprise the flood control perimeter that will protect the facility from future flooding events. 
The project also includes a rework of the internal storm drainage system and the addition of a wet 
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well containing two (2) 25-horsepower pumps to adequately route the 1-percent storm from the 
property without flooding the existing building. Potential ground-disturbance associated with this 
Scope of Work (SOW) includes excavations associated with reworking of the drainage system, 
removal/displacement of native soils during construction of the floodwall, and rutting from heavy 
machinery use and staging. A 7.5 USGS map of the Undertaking Location can be observed in 
Figure 1. 
 
 
Area of Potential Effects (APE) 

In accordance with Stipulation VII.B of the LA HMGP, the APE for both the standing structures 
and archaeology were developed in coordination with SHPO staff. The APEs for archaeology and 
standing structures can be observed in Figure 2. The archaeological APE measures approximately 
20 acres.  
 
Identification and Evaluation 

Standing Structures 

On March 12, 2012 FEMA Historic Preservation Staff consulted the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP) database and the Louisiana Cultural Resources Map and determined that the prison 
facility located at 14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA is not within a listed or 
eligible National Register Historic District nor is it located within view-shed of an individually 
listed National Register Historic Property. Constructed in 1981, the facility is less than fifty (50) 
years of age and does not meet the criteria to qualify for NRHP listing under Criterion 
Consideration G. Additionally; there are no structures or buildings within the standing structures 
view-shed (Figures 5-12). The subject property is provided in the table below. 
 

 

Locality Address Latitude Longitude 
Date  

Built 

 

FEMA Eligibility 

Determination 

1.  

Abbeville 
14202 Savoy 
Road 29.946872 -92.091938 1981 

 
 
Not Eligible under Criterion 
Consideration G 

 
Archaeology 

No historic maps or other archival materials were located that depict the subject property. The area 
has not been previously surveyed for archaeological or historic resources. FEMA Historic 
Preservation personnel performed a site visit to the facility on March 6, 2012. At the time of the 
field inspection, the croplands surrounding the prison had been recently plowed in preparation for 
spring planting, providing excellent surface visibility. Soils consisted of fine-grained silt loam 
indicative of prairie loess deposits. The fields were systematically inspected for any evidence of 
cultural materials or features. A total of three scattered pieces of historic ceramics (two pieces of 
ironstone and one porcelain fragment) were noted in the northwestern-most plowed field, but did 
not occur in any concentration or amount that would be indicative of a historic homestead in the 
area. No brick, glass or other structure-related remains were identified during the surface inspection. 
In addition to inspection of the plowed fields, the cut-bank of Young’s North Coulee (an artificial 
canal forming the western boundary of the project area) was examined for any evidence of cultural 
deposits, but none were identified.  
 
Assessment of Effects 
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Based on the aforementioned identification and evaluation, FEMA has determined that there are no 
historic properties as defined in 36 CFR 800.16(1) within the APE. Therefore, FEMA has 
determined a finding of No Historic Properties Affected for this Undertaking and is submitting 
this Undertaking to you for your review and comment. FEMA requests your comments within 30 
days. 

We look forward to your concurrence with this determination. Should you have any questions or 
need additional information regarding this Undertaking, please contact Jerame Cramer, Deputy 
Environmental Liaison Officer, at (504) 762-2917 or Jerame.Cramer@dhs.gov or Dan DiGiuseppe, 
FEMA Historic Preservation Specialist, at (504)-762-2977 or DanieII.DiGiuseppe@dhs.gov, & 
Michael Wilder, FEMA Archaeologist at (504)-444-4590 or MichaeI.Wilder@dhs.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Katherine Zeringue 

Environmental Liaison Officer 

FEMA-DR-1603-LA, FEMA-DR-1607-LA, 

FEMA-DR-1786-LA, FEMA-DR-1792-LA. 


CC: 	 File 
Ian Thompson, Director/THPO 
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 

Enclosures 

mailto:MichaeI.Wilder@dhs.gov
mailto:DanieII.DiGiuseppe@dhs.gov
mailto:Jerame.Cramer@dhs.gov
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Figure  1 
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Figure  2 Aerial view location map displaying 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA and Area of Potential Effects (APE)  
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Figure  3 Engineering plan displaying proposed embankment around prison facility located at 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA  
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Figure  4 Prison facility (constructed 1981) located at 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 5 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
 
View 
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Figure 6 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
 
View 
towards 
northeast 
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Figure 7 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 8 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
 
View 
towards 
southeast 

 
Figure 9 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 10 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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towards 
southwest 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 11 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
 
View 
towards west 

 
Figure 12 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
 
View 
towards 
northwest 

 
 



                        U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

 Federal Emergency Management Agency 

 FEMA-1603/1607/1786/1792 -DR-LA 

Louisiana Recovery Office 

Environmental/Historic Preservation  

1 Seine Court 

New Orleans, LA 70114 

 

 

March 21, 2012 
 
 
John Paul Darden  
Chairman 
Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana 
155 Chitimacha Loop 
Charenton LA 70523 
 

RE:  Section 106 Review Consultation, Hurricane Katrina, FEMA-1603-DR-LA  
         Applicant: Vermilion Parish 
         Undertaking:  Construction of Flood Protection Embankment, 14202 Savoy Road, 

Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA (HMGP Project #1603-0237) 
         Determination: No Historic Properties Affected 
 
 
Dear Chairman Darden: 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will be providing funds authorized under 
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, P.L. 93-288, as amended, in 
response to the following major Disaster Declaration: 

 
FEMA-1603-DR-LA, dated August 29, 2005, as amended. 

 
FEMA, through its 404 Hazard Mitigation Program, proposes to fund the flood protection 
embankment at 14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA (Undertaking) as requested by 
Vermilion Parish (Applicant). FEMA is initiating Section 106 review for the above referenced 
properties in accordance with the Louisiana State-Specific Programmatic Agreement among FEMA, 
the Louisiana Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP), 
the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Officer of the Department of Culture Recreation and 
Tourism (SHPO), the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas (ACTT), the Chitimacha Tribe of 
Louisiana (CTL), the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma (CNO), the Jena Band of Choctaw Indians 
(JBCI), the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians (MBCI), the Seminole Tribe of Florida (STF), and 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) regarding FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program (2011 LA HMGP PA) dated January 31st, 2011 and providing the Chitimacha Tribe of 
Louisiana with the opportunity to consult on the proposed Undertaking.  Documentation in this 
letter is consistent with the requirements in 36 CFR §800.11(d). 
 
Description of the Undertaking 

The proposed project consists of the retrofit construction of an embankment and flood wall to 
protect the Vermilion Parish Detention Center (Figures 2, 3, & 5) from flood waters. A combination 
of approximately 2,633 linear feet of earthen embankment and 566 linear feet of concrete flood wall 
will comprise the flood control perimeter that will protect the facility from future flooding events. 
The project also includes a rework of the internal storm drainage system and the addition of a wet 
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well containing two (2) 25-horsepower pumps to adequately route the 1-percent storm from the 
property without flooding the existing building. Potential ground-disturbance associated with this 
Scope of Work (SOW) includes excavations associated with reworking of the drainage system, 
removal/displacement of native soils during construction of the floodwall, and rutting from heavy 
machinery use and staging. A 7.5 USGS map of the Undertaking Location can be observed in 
Figure 1. 
 
 
Area of Potential Effects (APE) 

In accordance with Stipulation VII.B of the LA HMGP, the APE for both the standing structures 
and archaeology were developed in coordination with SHPO staff. The APEs for archaeology and 
standing structures can be observed in Figure 2. The archaeological APE measures approximately 
20 acres.  
 
Identification and Evaluation 

Standing Structures 

On March 12, 2012 FEMA Historic Preservation Staff consulted the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP) database and the Louisiana Cultural Resources Map and determined that the prison 
facility located at 14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA is not within a listed or 
eligible National Register Historic District nor is it located within view-shed of an individually 
listed National Register Historic Property. Constructed in 1981, the facility is less than fifty (50) 
years of age and does not meet the criteria to qualify for NRHP listing under Criterion 
Consideration G. Additionally; there are no structures or buildings within the standing structures 
view-shed (Figures 5-12). The subject property is provided in the table below. 
 

 

Locality Address Latitude Longitude 
Date  

Built 

 

FEMA Eligibility 

Determination 

1.  

Abbeville 
14202 Savoy 
Road 29.946872 -92.091938 1981 

 
 
Not Eligible under Criterion 
Consideration G 

 
Archaeology 

No historic maps or other archival materials were located that depict the subject property. The area 
has not been previously surveyed for archaeological or historic resources. FEMA Historic 
Preservation personnel performed a site visit to the facility on March 6, 2012. At the time of the 
field inspection, the croplands surrounding the prison had been recently plowed in preparation for 
spring planting, providing excellent surface visibility. Soils consisted of fine-grained silt loam 
indicative of prairie loess deposits. The fields were systematically inspected for any evidence of 
cultural materials or features. A total of three scattered pieces of historic ceramics (two pieces of 
ironstone and one porcelain fragment) were noted in the northwestern-most plowed field, but did 
not occur in any concentration or amount that would be indicative of a historic homestead in the 
area. No brick, glass or other structure-related remains were identified during the surface inspection. 
In addition to inspection of the plowed fields, the cut-bank of Young’s North Coulee (an artificial 
canal forming the western boundary of the project area) was examined for any evidence of cultural 
deposits, but none were identified.  
 
Assessment of Effects 
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Based on the aforementioned identification and evaluation, FEMA has determined that there are no 
historic properties as defined in 36 CFR 800.16(1) within the APE. Therefore, FEMA has 
determined a finding of No Historic Properties Affected for this Undertaking and is submitting 
this Undertaking to you for your review and comment. FEMA requests your comments within 30 
days. 

We look forward to your concurrence with this determination. Should you have any questions or 
need additional information regarding this Undertaking, please contact Jerame Cramer, Deputy 
Environmental Liaison Officer, at (504) 762-2917 or Jerame.Cramer@dhs.gov or Dan DiGiuseppe, 
FEMA Historic Preservation Specialist, at (504)-762-2977 or DanieII.DiGiuseppe@dhs.gov, & 
Michael Wilder, FEMA Archaeologist at (504)-444-4590 or MichaeI.Wilder@dhs.gov. 

Sincerely, 

#J]~ 
Katherine Zeringue 

Environmental Liaison Officer 

FEMA-DR-1603-LA, FEMA-DR-1607-LA, 

FEMA-DR-1786-LA, FEMA-DR-1792-LA. 


CC: 	 File 
Kimberly Walden, Cultural Director 
Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana 

Enclosures 

mailto:MichaeI.Wilder@dhs.gov
mailto:DanieII.DiGiuseppe@dhs.gov
mailto:Jerame.Cramer@dhs.gov
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Figure  1 

 

     Map N  Map Name:  USGS Abbeville East 7.5’ Topographic Quadrangle Map 1:24,000 
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                     Address: 14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, LA                Coordinates: 29.946872, -92.091938 
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14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, LA                 
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Figure  2 Aerial view location map displaying 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA and Area of Potential Effects (APE)  
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Figure  3 Engineering plan displaying proposed embankment around prison facility located at 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA  
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Figure  4 Prison facility (constructed 1981) located at 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 5 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
 
View 
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north 

 
Figure 6 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
 
View 
towards 
northeast 
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Figure 7 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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towards east 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 8 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
 
View 
towards 
southeast 

 
Figure 9 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
 
View 
towards 
south 
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Figure 10 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
 
View 
towards 
southwest 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 11 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
 
View 
towards west 

 
Figure 12 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
 
View 
towards 
northwest 

 
 



From: Seward, Adrian (CTR)
To: "danammasters@aol.com"
Subject: FEMA Section 106 Consultation: Vermilion Parish Drainage
Date: Friday, March 23, 2012 5:13:00 PM
Attachments: JBCI_HMGP_1603-0237_Vermilion Parish Drainage.pdf

March 23, 2012
Dear Dana:
Attached is the Tribal Section 106 consultation regarding construction of flood
protection embankment in Vermilion Parish.  FEMA has determined that there will
be no historic properties affected as a result of this undertaking.  If you have
comments regarding this project, please notify FEMA by 4/7/12.
Should you have any other questions or comments, please contact Katherine
Zeringue, FEMA Environmental Liaison Officer for the Louisiana Recovery Office, at
katherine.zeringue@dhs.gov or (504)-762-2256, or Jerame Cramer, Deputy
Environmental Liaison Officer for the Louisiana Recovery Office, at
jerame.cramer@dhs.gov  or (504) 762-2917.
Sincerely,
 
Adrian Seward (CTR)
FLUOR Contractor
Federal Emergency Management Agency
1 Seine Court, New Orleans LA, 4th Floor
Cell: 504.432.6368
Desk: 504.762.2238

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:danammasters@aol.com
blocked::mailto:katherine.zeringue@dhs.gov
blocked::mailto:jerame.cramer@dhs.gov



                        U.S. Department of Homeland Security 


 Federal Emergency Management Agency 


 FEMA-1603/1607/1786/1792 -DR-LA 


Louisiana Recovery Office 


Environmental/Historic Preservation  


1 Seine Court 


New Orleans, LA 70114 


 


 


March 21, 2012 


 


 


B. Cheryl Smith  


Chief 


Jena Band of Choctaw Indians 


1052 Chanaha Hina St. 


Trout LA 71371 


 


RE:  Section 106 Review Consultation, Hurricane Katrina, FEMA-1603-DR-LA  
         Applicant: Vermilion Parish 


         Undertaking:  Construction of Flood Protection Embankment, 14202 Savoy Road, 


Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA (HMGP Project #1603-0237) 


         Determination: No Historic Properties Affected 
 


 


Dear Chief Smith: 


 


The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will be providing funds authorized under 


the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, P.L. 93-288, as amended, in 


response to the following major Disaster Declaration: 


 


FEMA-1603-DR-LA, dated August 29, 2005, as amended. 


 


FEMA, through its 404 Hazard Mitigation Program, proposes to fund the flood protection 


embankment at 14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA (Undertaking) as requested by 


Vermilion Parish (Applicant). FEMA is initiating Section 106 review for the above referenced 


properties in accordance with the Louisiana State-Specific Programmatic Agreement among FEMA, 


the Louisiana Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP), 


the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Officer of the Department of Culture Recreation and 


Tourism (SHPO), the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas (ACTT), the Chitimacha Tribe of 


Louisiana (CTL), the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma (CNO), the Jena Band of Choctaw Indians 


(JBCI), the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians (MBCI), the Seminole Tribe of Florida (STF), and 


the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) regarding FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant 


Program (2011 LA HMGP PA) dated January 31st, 2011 and providing the Jena Band of Choctaw 


Indians with the opportunity to consult on the proposed Undertaking.  Documentation in this letter 


is consistent with the requirements in 36 CFR §800.11(d). 


 


Description of the Undertaking 


The proposed project consists of the retrofit construction of an embankment and flood wall to 


protect the Vermilion Parish Detention Center (Figures 2, 3, & 5) from flood waters. A combination 


of approximately 2,633 linear feet of earthen embankment and 566 linear feet of concrete flood wall 


will comprise the flood control perimeter that will protect the facility from future flooding events. 


The project also includes a rework of the internal storm drainage system and the addition of a wet 
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well containing two (2) 25-horsepower pumps to adequately route the 1-percent storm from the 


property without flooding the existing building. Potential ground-disturbance associated with this 


Scope of Work (SOW) includes excavations associated with reworking of the drainage system, 


removal/displacement of native soils during construction of the floodwall, and rutting from heavy 


machinery use and staging. A 7.5 USGS map of the Undertaking Location can be observed in 


Figure 1. 


 


 


Area of Potential Effects (APE) 


In accordance with Stipulation VII.B of the LA HMGP, the APE for both the standing structures 


and archaeology were developed in coordination with SHPO staff. The APEs for archaeology and 


standing structures can be observed in Figure 2. The archaeological APE measures approximately 


20 acres.  


 


Identification and Evaluation 


Standing Structures 


On March 12, 2012 FEMA Historic Preservation Staff consulted the National Register of Historic 


Places (NRHP) database and the Louisiana Cultural Resources Map and determined that the prison 


facility located at 14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA is not within a listed or 


eligible National Register Historic District nor is it located within view-shed of an individually 


listed National Register Historic Property. Constructed in 1981, the facility is less than fifty (50) 


years of age and does not meet the criteria to qualify for NRHP listing under Criterion 


Consideration G. Additionally; there are no structures or buildings within the standing structures 


view-shed (Figures 5-12). The subject property is provided in the table below. 


 
 


Locality Address Latitude Longitude 
Date  


Built 


 


FEMA Eligibility 


Determination 


1.  


Abbeville 


14202 Savoy 


Road 29.946872 -92.091938 1981 


 


 
Not Eligible under Criterion 


Consideration G 
 


Archaeology 


No historic maps or other archival materials were located that depict the subject property. The area 


has not been previously surveyed for archaeological or historic resources. FEMA Historic 


Preservation personnel performed a site visit to the facility on March 6, 2012. At the time of the 


field inspection, the croplands surrounding the prison had been recently plowed in preparation for 


spring planting, providing excellent surface visibility. Soils consisted of fine-grained silt loam 


indicative of prairie loess deposits. The fields were systematically inspected for any evidence of 


cultural materials or features. A total of three scattered pieces of historic ceramics (two pieces of 


ironstone and one porcelain fragment) were noted in the northwestern-most plowed field, but did 


not occur in any concentration or amount that would be indicative of a historic homestead in the 


area. No brick, glass or other structure-related remains were identified during the surface inspection. 


In addition to inspection of the plowed fields, the cut-bank of Young’s North Coulee (an artificial 


canal forming the western boundary of the project area) was examined for any evidence of cultural 


deposits, but none were identified.  


 


Assessment of Effects 
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Based on the aforementioned identification and evaluation, FEMA has determined that there are no 
historic properties as defined in 36 CFR 800.16(1) within the APE. Therefore, FEMA has 
determined a finding of No Historic Properties Affected for this Undertaking and is submitting 
this Undertaking to you for your review and comment. FEMA requests your comments within 15 
days. 


We look forward to your concurrence with this determination. Should you have any questions or 
need additional information regarding this Undertaking, please contact lerame Cramer, Deputy 
Environmental Liaison Officer, at (504) 762-2917 or lerame.Cramer@dhs.gov or Dan DiGiuseppe, 
FEMA Historic Preservation Specialist, at (504)-762-2977 or DanieII.DiGiuseppe@dhs.gov, & 
Michael Wilder, FEMA Archaeologist at (504)-444-4590 or MichaeI.Wilder@dhs.gov. 


Sincerely, 


¥~ 
Katherine Zeringue 

Environmental Liaison Officer 

FEMA-DR-1603-LA, FEMA-DR-1607-LA, 

FEMA-DR-1786-LA, FEMA-DR-1792-LA. 



CC : File 
Dana Masters, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
lena Band of Choctaw Indians 


Enclosures 



mailto:MichaeI.Wilder@dhs.gov

mailto:DanieII.DiGiuseppe@dhs.gov

mailto:lerame.Cramer@dhs.gov
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Figure  1 
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Figure  2 Aerial view location map displaying 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA and Area of Potential Effects (APE)  
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Figure  3 Engineering plan displaying proposed embankment around prison facility located at 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA  
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Figure  4 Prison facility (constructed 1981) located at 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
Figure 5 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 


 


View 


towards 


north 


 
Figure 6 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 7 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 8 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 9 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 10 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 11 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 12 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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                        U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

 Federal Emergency Management Agency 

 FEMA-1603/1607/1786/1792 -DR-LA 

Louisiana Recovery Office 

Environmental/Historic Preservation  

1 Seine Court 

New Orleans, LA 70114 

 

 

March 21, 2012 
 
 
B. Cheryl Smith  
Chief 
Jena Band of Choctaw Indians 
1052 Chanaha Hina St. 
Trout LA 71371 
 

RE:  Section 106 Review Consultation, Hurricane Katrina, FEMA-1603-DR-LA  
         Applicant: Vermilion Parish 
         Undertaking:  Construction of Flood Protection Embankment, 14202 Savoy Road, 

Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA (HMGP Project #1603-0237) 
         Determination: No Historic Properties Affected 
 
 
Dear Chief Smith: 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will be providing funds authorized under 
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, P.L. 93-288, as amended, in 
response to the following major Disaster Declaration: 

 
FEMA-1603-DR-LA, dated August 29, 2005, as amended. 

 
FEMA, through its 404 Hazard Mitigation Program, proposes to fund the flood protection 
embankment at 14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA (Undertaking) as requested by 
Vermilion Parish (Applicant). FEMA is initiating Section 106 review for the above referenced 
properties in accordance with the Louisiana State-Specific Programmatic Agreement among FEMA, 
the Louisiana Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP), 
the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Officer of the Department of Culture Recreation and 
Tourism (SHPO), the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas (ACTT), the Chitimacha Tribe of 
Louisiana (CTL), the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma (CNO), the Jena Band of Choctaw Indians 
(JBCI), the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians (MBCI), the Seminole Tribe of Florida (STF), and 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) regarding FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program (2011 LA HMGP PA) dated January 31st, 2011 and providing the Jena Band of Choctaw 
Indians with the opportunity to consult on the proposed Undertaking.  Documentation in this letter 
is consistent with the requirements in 36 CFR §800.11(d). 
 
Description of the Undertaking 

The proposed project consists of the retrofit construction of an embankment and flood wall to 
protect the Vermilion Parish Detention Center (Figures 2, 3, & 5) from flood waters. A combination 
of approximately 2,633 linear feet of earthen embankment and 566 linear feet of concrete flood wall 
will comprise the flood control perimeter that will protect the facility from future flooding events. 
The project also includes a rework of the internal storm drainage system and the addition of a wet 
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well containing two (2) 25-horsepower pumps to adequately route the 1-percent storm from the 
property without flooding the existing building. Potential ground-disturbance associated with this 
Scope of Work (SOW) includes excavations associated with reworking of the drainage system, 
removal/displacement of native soils during construction of the floodwall, and rutting from heavy 
machinery use and staging. A 7.5 USGS map of the Undertaking Location can be observed in 
Figure 1. 
 
 
Area of Potential Effects (APE) 

In accordance with Stipulation VII.B of the LA HMGP, the APE for both the standing structures 
and archaeology were developed in coordination with SHPO staff. The APEs for archaeology and 
standing structures can be observed in Figure 2. The archaeological APE measures approximately 
20 acres.  
 
Identification and Evaluation 

Standing Structures 

On March 12, 2012 FEMA Historic Preservation Staff consulted the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP) database and the Louisiana Cultural Resources Map and determined that the prison 
facility located at 14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA is not within a listed or 
eligible National Register Historic District nor is it located within view-shed of an individually 
listed National Register Historic Property. Constructed in 1981, the facility is less than fifty (50) 
years of age and does not meet the criteria to qualify for NRHP listing under Criterion 
Consideration G. Additionally; there are no structures or buildings within the standing structures 
view-shed (Figures 5-12). The subject property is provided in the table below. 
 

 

Locality Address Latitude Longitude 
Date  

Built 

 

FEMA Eligibility 

Determination 

1.  

Abbeville 
14202 Savoy 
Road 29.946872 -92.091938 1981 

 
 
Not Eligible under Criterion 
Consideration G 

 
Archaeology 

No historic maps or other archival materials were located that depict the subject property. The area 
has not been previously surveyed for archaeological or historic resources. FEMA Historic 
Preservation personnel performed a site visit to the facility on March 6, 2012. At the time of the 
field inspection, the croplands surrounding the prison had been recently plowed in preparation for 
spring planting, providing excellent surface visibility. Soils consisted of fine-grained silt loam 
indicative of prairie loess deposits. The fields were systematically inspected for any evidence of 
cultural materials or features. A total of three scattered pieces of historic ceramics (two pieces of 
ironstone and one porcelain fragment) were noted in the northwestern-most plowed field, but did 
not occur in any concentration or amount that would be indicative of a historic homestead in the 
area. No brick, glass or other structure-related remains were identified during the surface inspection. 
In addition to inspection of the plowed fields, the cut-bank of Young’s North Coulee (an artificial 
canal forming the western boundary of the project area) was examined for any evidence of cultural 
deposits, but none were identified.  
 
Assessment of Effects 
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Based on the aforementioned identification and evaluation, FEMA has determined that there are no 
historic properties as defined in 36 CFR 800.16(1) within the APE. Therefore, FEMA has 
determined a finding of No Historic Properties Affected for this Undertaking and is submitting 
this Undertaking to you for your review and comment. FEMA requests your comments within 15 
days. 

We look forward to your concurrence with this determination. Should you have any questions or 
need additional information regarding this Undertaking, please contact lerame Cramer, Deputy 
Environmental Liaison Officer, at (504) 762-2917 or lerame.Cramer@dhs.gov or Dan DiGiuseppe, 
FEMA Historic Preservation Specialist, at (504)-762-2977 or DanieII.DiGiuseppe@dhs.gov, & 
Michael Wilder, FEMA Archaeologist at (504)-444-4590 or MichaeI.Wilder@dhs.gov. 

Sincerely, 

¥~ 
Katherine Zeringue 

Environmental Liaison Officer 

FEMA-DR-1603-LA, FEMA-DR-1607-LA, 

FEMA-DR-1786-LA, FEMA-DR-1792-LA. 


CC : File 
Dana Masters, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
lena Band of Choctaw Indians 

Enclosures 

mailto:MichaeI.Wilder@dhs.gov
mailto:DanieII.DiGiuseppe@dhs.gov
mailto:lerame.Cramer@dhs.gov
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Figure  2 Aerial view location map displaying 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA and Area of Potential Effects (APE)  
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Figure  3 Engineering plan displaying proposed embankment around prison facility located at 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA  
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Figure  4 Prison facility (constructed 1981) located at 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 5 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 6 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 7 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
 
View 
towards east 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 8 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 9 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 10 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 11 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 12 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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From: Seward, Adrian (CTR)
To: "KCarleton@choctaw.org"
Subject: FEMA Section 106 Consultation: Vermilion Parish Drainage
Date: Friday, March 23, 2012 5:13:00 PM
Attachments: MBCI_HMGP_1603-0237_Vermilion Parish Drainage.pdf

March 23, 2012
Dear Ken:
Attached is the Tribal Section 106 consultation regarding construction of flood
protection embankment in Vermilion Parish.  FEMA has determined that there will
be no historic properties affected as a result of this undertaking.  If you have
comments regarding this project, please notify FEMA by 4/22/12.
Should you have any other questions or comments, please contact Katherine
Zeringue, FEMA Environmental Liaison Officer for the Louisiana Recovery Office, at
katherine.zeringue@dhs.gov or (504)-762-2256, or Jerame Cramer, Deputy
Environmental Liaison Officer for the Louisiana Recovery Office, at
jerame.cramer@dhs.gov  or (504) 762-2917.
Sincerely,
 
Adrian Seward (CTR)
FLUOR Contractor
Federal Emergency Management Agency
1 Seine Court, New Orleans LA, 4th Floor
Cell: 504.432.6368
Desk: 504.762.2238

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:KCarleton@choctaw.org
blocked::mailto:katherine.zeringue@dhs.gov
blocked::mailto:jerame.cramer@dhs.gov
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 FEMA-1603/1607/1786/1792 -DR-LA 


Louisiana Recovery Office 


Environmental/Historic Preservation  


1 Seine Court 


New Orleans, LA 70114 


 


 


March 21, 2012 


 


 


Phyliss J. Anderson  


Chief 


Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 


Natural Resources Bldg., 101 Industrial Rd. 


Choctaw MS 39350 


 


RE:  Section 106 Review Consultation, Hurricane Katrina, FEMA-1603-DR-LA  
         Applicant: Vermilion Parish 


         Undertaking:  Construction of Flood Protection Embankment, 14202 Savoy Road, 


Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA (HMGP Project #1603-0237) 


         Determination: No Historic Properties Affected 
 


 


Dear Chief Anderson: 


 


The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will be providing funds authorized under 


the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, P.L. 93-288, as amended, in 


response to the following major Disaster Declaration: 


 


FEMA-1603-DR-LA, dated August 29, 2005, as amended. 


 


FEMA, through its 404 Hazard Mitigation Program, proposes to fund the flood protection 


embankment at 14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA (Undertaking) as requested by 


Vermilion Parish (Applicant). FEMA is initiating Section 106 review for the above referenced 


properties in accordance with the Louisiana State-Specific Programmatic Agreement among FEMA, 


the Louisiana Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP), 


the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Officer of the Department of Culture Recreation and 


Tourism (SHPO), the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas (ACTT), the Chitimacha Tribe of 


Louisiana (CTL), the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma (CNO), the Jena Band of Choctaw Indians 


(JBCI), the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians (MBCI), the Seminole Tribe of Florida (STF), and 


the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) regarding FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant 


Program (2011 LA HMGP PA) dated January 31st, 2011 and providing the Mississippi Band of 


Choctaw Indians with the opportunity to consult on the proposed Undertaking.  Documentation in 


this letter is consistent with the requirements in 36 CFR §800.11(d). 


 


Description of the Undertaking 


The proposed project consists of the retrofit construction of an embankment and flood wall to 


protect the Vermilion Parish Detention Center (Figures 2, 3, & 5) from flood waters. A combination 


of approximately 2,633 linear feet of earthen embankment and 566 linear feet of concrete flood wall 


will comprise the flood control perimeter that will protect the facility from future flooding events. 


The project also includes a rework of the internal storm drainage system and the addition of a wet 
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well containing two (2) 25-horsepower pumps to adequately route the 1-percent storm from the 


property without flooding the existing building. Potential ground-disturbance associated with this 


Scope of Work (SOW) includes excavations associated with reworking of the drainage system, 


removal/displacement of native soils during construction of the floodwall, and rutting from heavy 


machinery use and staging. A 7.5 USGS map of the Undertaking Location can be observed in 


Figure 1. 


 


 


Area of Potential Effects (APE) 


In accordance with Stipulation VII.B of the LA HMGP, the APE for both the standing structures 


and archaeology were developed in coordination with SHPO staff. The APEs for archaeology and 


standing structures can be observed in Figure 2. The archaeological APE measures approximately 


20 acres.  


 


Identification and Evaluation 


Standing Structures 


On March 12, 2012 FEMA Historic Preservation Staff consulted the National Register of Historic 


Places (NRHP) database and the Louisiana Cultural Resources Map and determined that the prison 


facility located at 14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA is not within a listed or 


eligible National Register Historic District nor is it located within view-shed of an individually 


listed National Register Historic Property. Constructed in 1981, the facility is less than fifty (50) 


years of age and does not meet the criteria to qualify for NRHP listing under Criterion 


Consideration G. Additionally; there are no structures or buildings within the standing structures 


view-shed (Figures 5-12). The subject property is provided in the table below. 


 
 


Locality Address Latitude Longitude 
Date  


Built 


 


FEMA Eligibility 


Determination 


1.  


Abbeville 


14202 Savoy 


Road 29.946872 -92.091938 1981 


 


 
Not Eligible under Criterion 


Consideration G 
 


Archaeology 


No historic maps or other archival materials were located that depict the subject property. The area 


has not been previously surveyed for archaeological or historic resources. FEMA Historic 


Preservation personnel performed a site visit to the facility on March 6, 2012. At the time of the 


field inspection, the croplands surrounding the prison had been recently plowed in preparation for 


spring planting, providing excellent surface visibility. Soils consisted of fine-grained silt loam 


indicative of prairie loess deposits. The fields were systematically inspected for any evidence of 


cultural materials or features. A total of three scattered pieces of historic ceramics (two pieces of 


ironstone and one porcelain fragment) were noted in the northwestern-most plowed field, but did 


not occur in any concentration or amount that would be indicative of a historic homestead in the 


area. No brick, glass or other structure-related remains were identified during the surface inspection. 


In addition to inspection of the plowed fields, the cut-bank of Young’s North Coulee (an artificial 


canal forming the western boundary of the project area) was examined for any evidence of cultural 


deposits, but none were identified.  


 


Assessment of Effects 
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Based on the aforementioned identification and evaluation, FEMA has determined that there are no 
historic properties as defined in 36 CFR 800.16(1) within the APE. Therefore, FEMA has 
determined a finding of No Historic Properties Affected for this Undertaking and is submitting 
this Undertaking to you for your review and comment. FEMA requests your comments within 30 
days. 


We look forward to your concurrence with this determination. Should you have any questions or 
need additional information regarding this Undertaking, please contact Jerame Cramer, Deputy 
Environmental Liaison Officer, at (504) 762-2917 or Jerame.Cramer@dhs.gov or Dan DiGiuseppe, 
FEMA Historic Preservation Specialist, at (504)-762-2977 or DanieII.DiGiuseppe@dhs.gov, & 
Michael Wilder, FEMA Archaeologist at (504)-444-4590 or MichaeI.Wilder@dhs.gov. 


Sincerely, 


I<'J~ 
Katherine Zeringue 

Environmental Liaison Officer 

FEMA-DR-1603-LA, FEMA-DR-1607-LA, 

FEMA-DR-1786-LA, FEMA-DR-1792-LA. 



CC: 	 File 
Kenneth Carleton, Historic Preservation Officer/Archaeologist 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 


Enclosures 



mailto:MichaeI.Wilder@dhs.gov

mailto:DanieII.DiGiuseppe@dhs.gov

mailto:Jerame.Cramer@dhs.gov
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Figure  1 
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Figure  2 Aerial view location map displaying 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA and Area of Potential Effects (APE)  
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Figure  3 Engineering plan displaying proposed embankment around prison facility located at 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA  
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Figure  4 Prison facility (constructed 1981) located at 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
Figure 5 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 6 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 7 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 8 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 9 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 10 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 11 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 12 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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                        U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

 Federal Emergency Management Agency 

 FEMA-1603/1607/1786/1792 -DR-LA 

Louisiana Recovery Office 

Environmental/Historic Preservation  

1 Seine Court 

New Orleans, LA 70114 

 

 

March 21, 2012 
 
 
Phyliss J. Anderson  
Chief 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 
Natural Resources Bldg., 101 Industrial Rd. 
Choctaw MS 39350 
 

RE:  Section 106 Review Consultation, Hurricane Katrina, FEMA-1603-DR-LA  
         Applicant: Vermilion Parish 
         Undertaking:  Construction of Flood Protection Embankment, 14202 Savoy Road, 

Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA (HMGP Project #1603-0237) 
         Determination: No Historic Properties Affected 
 
 
Dear Chief Anderson: 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will be providing funds authorized under 
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, P.L. 93-288, as amended, in 
response to the following major Disaster Declaration: 

 
FEMA-1603-DR-LA, dated August 29, 2005, as amended. 

 
FEMA, through its 404 Hazard Mitigation Program, proposes to fund the flood protection 
embankment at 14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA (Undertaking) as requested by 
Vermilion Parish (Applicant). FEMA is initiating Section 106 review for the above referenced 
properties in accordance with the Louisiana State-Specific Programmatic Agreement among FEMA, 
the Louisiana Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP), 
the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Officer of the Department of Culture Recreation and 
Tourism (SHPO), the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas (ACTT), the Chitimacha Tribe of 
Louisiana (CTL), the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma (CNO), the Jena Band of Choctaw Indians 
(JBCI), the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians (MBCI), the Seminole Tribe of Florida (STF), and 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) regarding FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program (2011 LA HMGP PA) dated January 31st, 2011 and providing the Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians with the opportunity to consult on the proposed Undertaking.  Documentation in 
this letter is consistent with the requirements in 36 CFR §800.11(d). 
 
Description of the Undertaking 

The proposed project consists of the retrofit construction of an embankment and flood wall to 
protect the Vermilion Parish Detention Center (Figures 2, 3, & 5) from flood waters. A combination 
of approximately 2,633 linear feet of earthen embankment and 566 linear feet of concrete flood wall 
will comprise the flood control perimeter that will protect the facility from future flooding events. 
The project also includes a rework of the internal storm drainage system and the addition of a wet 
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well containing two (2) 25-horsepower pumps to adequately route the 1-percent storm from the 
property without flooding the existing building. Potential ground-disturbance associated with this 
Scope of Work (SOW) includes excavations associated with reworking of the drainage system, 
removal/displacement of native soils during construction of the floodwall, and rutting from heavy 
machinery use and staging. A 7.5 USGS map of the Undertaking Location can be observed in 
Figure 1. 
 
 
Area of Potential Effects (APE) 

In accordance with Stipulation VII.B of the LA HMGP, the APE for both the standing structures 
and archaeology were developed in coordination with SHPO staff. The APEs for archaeology and 
standing structures can be observed in Figure 2. The archaeological APE measures approximately 
20 acres.  
 
Identification and Evaluation 

Standing Structures 

On March 12, 2012 FEMA Historic Preservation Staff consulted the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP) database and the Louisiana Cultural Resources Map and determined that the prison 
facility located at 14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, LA is not within a listed or 
eligible National Register Historic District nor is it located within view-shed of an individually 
listed National Register Historic Property. Constructed in 1981, the facility is less than fifty (50) 
years of age and does not meet the criteria to qualify for NRHP listing under Criterion 
Consideration G. Additionally; there are no structures or buildings within the standing structures 
view-shed (Figures 5-12). The subject property is provided in the table below. 
 

 

Locality Address Latitude Longitude 
Date  

Built 

 

FEMA Eligibility 

Determination 

1.  

Abbeville 
14202 Savoy 
Road 29.946872 -92.091938 1981 

 
 
Not Eligible under Criterion 
Consideration G 

 
Archaeology 

No historic maps or other archival materials were located that depict the subject property. The area 
has not been previously surveyed for archaeological or historic resources. FEMA Historic 
Preservation personnel performed a site visit to the facility on March 6, 2012. At the time of the 
field inspection, the croplands surrounding the prison had been recently plowed in preparation for 
spring planting, providing excellent surface visibility. Soils consisted of fine-grained silt loam 
indicative of prairie loess deposits. The fields were systematically inspected for any evidence of 
cultural materials or features. A total of three scattered pieces of historic ceramics (two pieces of 
ironstone and one porcelain fragment) were noted in the northwestern-most plowed field, but did 
not occur in any concentration or amount that would be indicative of a historic homestead in the 
area. No brick, glass or other structure-related remains were identified during the surface inspection. 
In addition to inspection of the plowed fields, the cut-bank of Young’s North Coulee (an artificial 
canal forming the western boundary of the project area) was examined for any evidence of cultural 
deposits, but none were identified.  
 
Assessment of Effects 
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Based on the aforementioned identification and evaluation, FEMA has determined that there are no 
historic properties as defined in 36 CFR 800.16(1) within the APE. Therefore, FEMA has 
determined a finding of No Historic Properties Affected for this Undertaking and is submitting 
this Undertaking to you for your review and comment. FEMA requests your comments within 30 
days. 

We look forward to your concurrence with this determination. Should you have any questions or 
need additional information regarding this Undertaking, please contact Jerame Cramer, Deputy 
Environmental Liaison Officer, at (504) 762-2917 or Jerame.Cramer@dhs.gov or Dan DiGiuseppe, 
FEMA Historic Preservation Specialist, at (504)-762-2977 or DanieII.DiGiuseppe@dhs.gov, & 
Michael Wilder, FEMA Archaeologist at (504)-444-4590 or MichaeI.Wilder@dhs.gov. 

Sincerely, 

I<'J~ 
Katherine Zeringue 

Environmental Liaison Officer 

FEMA-DR-1603-LA, FEMA-DR-1607-LA, 

FEMA-DR-1786-LA, FEMA-DR-1792-LA. 


CC: 	 File 
Kenneth Carleton, Historic Preservation Officer/Archaeologist 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 

Enclosures 

mailto:MichaeI.Wilder@dhs.gov
mailto:DanieII.DiGiuseppe@dhs.gov
mailto:Jerame.Cramer@dhs.gov
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Figure  2 Aerial view location map displaying 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA and Area of Potential Effects (APE)  
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Figure  3 Engineering plan displaying proposed embankment around prison facility located at 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA  
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Figure  4 Prison facility (constructed 1981) located at 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 5 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
 
View 
towards 
north 

 
Figure 6 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
 
View 
towards 
northeast 

 
 
 
 
 



Page 9 of 10 
3/21/2012 
HMGP Project # 1603-0237 PHASE II Vermilion Parish Embankment Construction 

 
Figure 7 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 8 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 9 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 10 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 11 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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Figure 12 View-shed photography surrounding 14202 Savoy, Road Abbeville, LA 
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1 
 

 
VERMILION PARISH DETENTION CENTER FLOOD PROTECTION 

PROJECT, ABBEVILLE, LOUISIANA 
Executive Order 11988 – Floodplain Management 

Eight-Step Decision Making Process  
 

Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain Management) requires federal agencies “to avoid to the 
extent possible the long and short term adverse impacts associated with occupancy and 
modification of the floodplain and to avoid direct or indirect support of floodplain development 
wherever there is a practicable alternative.”  FEMA’s implementing regulations are at 44 CFR 
Part 9, which includes an eight step decision making process for compliance with this part. 
 
This eight step process is applied to the proposed flood protection project, which consists of the 
proposed construction of an earthen berm and concrete floodwall with automatic gates to protect 
the Vermilion Parish Detention Center from flood damage.  The entire proposed project area is 
located within the 100-year floodplain within Vermilion Parish.  The steps in the decision 
making process are as follows: 
 
Step 1 Determine whether the proposed action is in the Base Floodplain 

 
The Parish of Vermilion enrolled in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) on May 15, 
1985. According to Effective Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map (DFIRM) 22113C0355F, dated 
January 19, 2011, the site is located in zone AE (EL 9).   
  
Step 2 Early public notice (Preliminary Notice) 

 
A cumulative public concerning the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) Assistance in 
floodplain and wetland areas will be or has been published in the New Orleans Times-Picayune, 
Baton Rouge Advocate, Lafayette Daily Advertiser, Lake Charles American Press, Hammond 
Star, Monroe News-Star, Shreveport Times, and the Alexandria Daily Town Talk. 

 
Step 3 Identify and evaluate alternatives to locating in the base floodplain.  
 
The entire community surrounding the proposed project area is located within the 100-year 
floodplain. 
 
ALTERNATIVE 1:  NO ACTION: This alternative would leave the Vermilion Parish Detention 
Center at substantial risk in a highly flood prone area. It is likely future floods would damage the 
Detention Center beyond repair. 

 
ALTERNATIVE 2: CONSTRUCTION OF EARTHEN BERM/CONCRETE FLOOD WALL 
RING LEVEE (Proposed Alternative): By constructing the earthen berm/flood wall, flooding of 
the Vermilion Parish Detention Center will be reduced, while flooding in surrounding residential 
areas will not be significantly affected. 

 



2 
 

ALTERNATIVE 3:  DEMOLISH THE EXISTING STRUCTURE AND RECONSTRUCT AN 
ELEVATED STRUCTURE (Dismissed):  One alternative considered was to demolish the 
existing slab-on-grade Detention Center, elevate the site location to the Base Flood Elevation 
(BFE) listed on the effective DFIRM panel for the project site with fill, and re-build the same 
size Detention Center, (48,000 square feet) at the same location to house Vermilion Parish 
criminal offenders.  The estimated cost of this alternative, including demolition, would be $18 
million.  In addition, during the construction work, the inmates would need to be relocated to one 
(1) or more other detention facilities, which may result in overcrowding at those facilities. 
Relocating inmates to other facilities would also increase the inmate housing costs to Vermilion 
Parish.  According to the parish, housing the inmates at the Detention Center costs $3.50 per day, 
while housing the inmates at other facilities costs the parish $25.39 per day (2009 figures).  This 
alternative was dismissed due to the increased costs of the proposed alternative.   
 
Step 4 Identify impacts of the proposed action associated with occupancy or modification 
of the floodplain.  
 
Impact of natural function of the floodplain 
 
The construction of the earthen berm/concrete floodwall would result in added fill within the 
floodplain; however, the amount of fill relative to the area of the floodplain is minimal.  Flood 
flows would be minimally impeded and redirected by construction of the proposed flood control 
structure, which would enclose 15.5 acres of land.  In addition, during a flooding event, water 
that would normally occupy the area within the flood control structure would be pumped outside 
of, and away from, the flood control structure.  However, according the applicant’s hydrology 
and hydraulic studies, the construction of the floodwall will have minimal potential to impact the 
area immediately surrounding the Detention Centerl structure and the floodplain in general.   
 
If the applicant would elect to demolish the existing slab-on-grade law enforcement center and 
elevate the site location to or above the BFE with fill, and reconstruct a facility of the same size 
at the same location, this alternative would provide protection from flood waters by elevating the 
entire site; however, this alternative (Alternative 3) would add even more structural fill within 
the 100-year floodplain than the proposed alternative. If the Parish elected to construct 
Alternative 3, flood waters during hurricanes or other severe storm events may potentially 
increase in the surrounding areas and cause more severe flooding in those areas. 
 
Implementing the proposed action is not likely to encourage further development near or 
adjacent to the Vermilion Parish Detention Center as the flood protection would only be 
provided to the proposed project site.   
 
The construction of the floodwall will be coordinated and comply with the local floodplain 
administration.  All required permits will be obtained and kept for permanent documentation.   
 
By implementing the proposed activity, flood hazards at the Vermilion Parish Detention Center 
would be significantly reduced.  There are no wetlands in the immediate proposed project area 
that would be affected by the proposed action.   
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Impact of the flood water on the proposed facility 
 
During future catastrophic floods, the Detention Center structure would continue to flood and 
experience damage to the physical structure and the contents of the structure.  If the applicant 
does not implement the proposed action; the Vermilion Parish Detention Center structure would 
continue to be at risk for flood damage.   
 
Step 5 Design or modify the proposed action to minimize threats to life and property and 
preserve its natural and beneficial floodplain values.  
 
The proposed project is designed to minimize floodplain impacts while providing flood 
protection for the Vermilion Parish Detention Center structure.  Because the proposed flood 
control earthen berm/concrete floodwall structure would be located on vacant areas within a 
sparsely developed residential neighborhood and would enclose only 15.5 acres, it would have 
minimal effect on the natural and beneficial values of the floodplain  
 
Step 6 Re-evaluate the proposed action. 

 
According to the proposed project site DFIRM panel 22113C0355F (see Figure 9 in the EA text), 
the vast majority of Vermilion Parish within a reasonable commuting distance of the current 
Vermilion Parish Detention Center location lies primarily within the 100-year or 500-year 
floodplain.  It is likely that Vermilion Parish would have difficulty identifying suitable locations 
for a new Detention Center outside of the floodplain that Parish residents would approve of.  
There are no other practicable alternate locations outside the floodplain available.   

 
The proposed alternative would provide protection to 10 feet above mean sea level.  According 
to the applicant’s H&H study, the maximum flooded elevation during the peak of the 100-year 
flood event was estimated to be 6.0 feet above msl, which is over 2.0 feet below the Detention 
Center’s finished floor elevation of 8.75 feet above msl.  The proposed action will reduce or 
eliminate possible flood hazards at the Vermilion Parish Detention Center, with minimal increase 
of flood elevations at nearby and adjacent areas.  There are no wetlands in the immediate 
proposed project area that would be affected by the proposed action.   
 
Alternatives consisting of locating the proposed project outside the floodplain or taking “no 
action” are not practicable. 
   
Step 7 Findings and Public Explanation (Final Notification). 
 
The EA went out for public review from June 5 to June 19, 2012.   
 
After evaluating alternatives, including impacts to the floodplain, Vermilion Parish determined 
that the proposed project is the most practical alternative.   
 
It was determined that no practicable alternative to constructing the earthen berm/floodwall 
within the 100-year floodplain because: 
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1. The entire proposed project area and surrounding community lies within 100-year 
floodplains and no practical locations outside of the 100-year or 500-year floodplain 
within a reasonable commuting distance of the existing location could be identified.   
 

2. Rebuilding and elevating a new structure at the existing location is not practicable 
because it would displace the inmates during reconstruction, requiring that they 
transferred to other detentions centers, likely causing overcrowding at those facilities, and 
the cost would extremely high. 

 
3. A “no action” plan would not provide a feasible solution to the flooding problems. 

 
Step 8 Implement the action. 
 
The proposed flood protection project consisting of the construction of an earthen berm/concrete 
floodwall would be constructed in accordance with all applicable floodplain requirements. 
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DRAINAGE ANALYSIS 


Vermilion Parish Detention Center 

Flood Protection 


For 


Vermillion Parish Police Jury 

Abbeville, Louisiana 


September 2011 

Revised November 2011 


GENERAL INFORMATION 

As a direct result of the coastal flooding due to hurricanes Rita and Katrina, this project proposes 
the retrofit construction of an embankment and flood wall to protect the Vermilion Parish 
Detention Center from flood waters. A combination of approximately 2,633-linear feet of earthen 
embankment and 566-linear feet of concrete flood wall comprise the flood control perimeter that 
will protect the center from future flooding. The project also includes a rework of the internal 
storm water drainage system and the addition of a wet well containing two (2) 25-horsepower 
pumps to adequately route the I-percent storm from the property without flooding the existing 
building. 

The Detention Center is located in Vermillion Parish southeast of Abbeville, Louisiana in 
Section 47, Township 12 South, Range 4 East and Section 40, Township 13 South, Range 4 East. 
The center address is 14202 Savoy Road. The protection system will enclose approximately 
15.5-acres of the existing property and lies outside the Louisiana Coastal Zone Boundary. The 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has placed the Base Flood Elevation (BFE) of 
the site at an elevation of 9-feet in zone AE as depicted on the Base Flood Elevation Map; 
Vermillion Parish; Map Number 22113C0355F effective January 19, 2011. The proposed flood 
wall and associated embankment will be constructed to a finish elevation of 10-feet resulting in 
one foot of freeboard above the BFE. The existing surface elevations on the property range from 
4.5-feet to 8.0-feet above mean sea level. The existing building finish floor elevation of 8.75-feet 
is below the currently adopted BFE. The existing site is also located within the limits of the 
FEMA Hurricane Rita Surge Inundation area according to the "Hurricane Rita Surge Inundation 
and Advisory Base Flood Elevation Map", Map No. LA-CC59 dated March 16,2006. 

Without the proposed protection system, this essential facility is vulnerable from both the 
100-year base flood as well as flooding associated from coastal storm surge. 
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The SCS method was used for the surface drainage design analysis. This analysis is based on 
computations, methods, and data from Urban Hydrology for Small Watersheds (June 1986), 
Technical Release Number 55 (TR-55), U.S. Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation 
Service, and LADOTD Hydraulics Manual dated March 1997, and the use of XP-SWMM 
(XP-STORM) software. 

The soils within the project area are predominantly comprised of poorly drained, silt loams 
(Coteau, Frost and Patoutville). 

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS 

Hydrological 

The proposed site conditions are summarized as follows: 

Method of Analysis: Soil Conservation Service (S.C.S.) 

Design Storms: 10 and 1 OO-year storm events, 24-hour rainfall = 8.8" and 13.2" 

Drainage Area = 15.5-Acres 

Weighted Pervious Area Curve = 79 

Time of Concentration = 40-minutes 

Q( 1 0-year) = 40. 9-cfs 

Q(100-year) = 67.4-cfs 

Model Scenarios 

In order to consider worst case drainage scenarios, two model conditions were examined. One 
case examined the utilization of two (2) 25-horsepower pumps to pump during the 10-year and 
100-year, 24-hour rainfall event. This case did not provide any gravity outfalls. The second case 
considered routing the two rainfall events (10-year and 100-year) through a 30-inch diameter 
storm drainage pipe outfall without supplemental pumping. The objective was to route the peak of 
both storms in both conditions without causing backwater flooding that was higher than the 
existing finished floor elevation (8.75-feet) of the detention center building. 
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Hydraulics 

Drainage inlet DI #5 has been modeled as a node that has storage capacity above the invert of the 
inlet. 

Below is the stage storage relationship at DI #5. 

The pumps selected for installation at the wet-well are two (2) 14-inch (4,000-gpm) 
25-horsepower at 15-feet total dynamic head, electric Lo- LiftTM pumps. The pumps will operate 
automatically. Each one actuated by level sensors located at different turn-on and shut off 
elevations. 

For Pump #1, tum-on and shut-off elevations are at 4.0-feet and 0.5-feet respectively. 

Pump #2 is designed to start at elevation 5.0-feet and turn-off at elevation 2.5-feet. 

For modeling, the wet-well was assumed to be at an initial elevation of 0.0 or with no storage 
available. Dynamic head losses were calculated and by utilizing the manufacturer's pump curves, 
pump speeds and efficiencies at differing pumping stages were determined. 

Through the modeling exercise, it was evident that some flooding at individual drainage inlets 
would occur in routing the 100-year event. 

The maximum flooded elevation during the peak of the 1 OO-year event was estimated to 6.0-feet. 

The resultant peak elevation leaves over 2-foot of freeboard to the finished floor elevation of 
8.75-feet. 
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DI #5 - Without Pumps 
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RESULTS 

As a result of modeling both scenarios, the designed drainage network will route the lO-year and 
lOO-year events without flooding the existing building. The discharge velocities are high enough 
that rip-rap will be installed at the outfall point to alleviate potential erosion. 

In low rainfall events, the 30-inch diameter gravity outfall pipe will route run-off out of the 
network without the pumps operating. 

When flooding occurs, the sluice gate at the end of the gravity outfall pipe will be closed and the 
pumping system will route all storm water captured in the network. 

As part of the standard operating procedure, the pumps will periodically be activated manually to 
vacate residual water in the system and to test reliability of the pumps. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CRAMER, PE, PLS 
RS & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
FEMA NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND 
DRAFT FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT FOR 

VERMILION PARISH DETENTION CENTER  
FLOOD PROTECTION PROJECT 

VERMILION PARISH, LOUISIANA 
 
Interested parties are hereby notified that the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) has prepared a Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed construction 
of a flood protection concrete ring flood wall and earthen berm around the Vermilion Parish 
Detention Center complex at 14202 Savoy Road, Abbeville, Louisiana 70510.  
 
Vermilion Parish seeks Federal grant funds for this action, eligible for repairs or replacement 
under a Presidential Disaster Declaration signed on September 24, 2005 (FEMA-1607-DR-
LA).  Per the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4371 et seq.), and associated 
environmental statutes, a Draft EA has been prepared to evaluate the action’s potential 
impacts on the human and natural environment.  The Draft EA summarizes the purpose and 
need, alternative site analysis, affected environment, and potential environmental 
consequences associated with the proposed action. 
 
The Draft EA and Draft Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) are available for review 
at the Vermilion Parish Library, Abbeville Branch – 405 East St. Victor Street, Abbeville, 
Louisiana  70510, from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., Monday and Thursday; 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m., Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday; and 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Saturday.  Additionally, a 
public notice regarding the proposed action will be published in the Abbeville Meridional 
newspaper for five (5) consecutive publication days:  June 5 - 8, and June 10, 2012.  The 
comment period will be fifteen (15) days, beginning on June 5, 2012 and concluding June 19, 
2012.  The Draft EA and Draft FONSI can be viewed and downloaded from FEMA’s 
website: http://www.fema.gov/plan/ehp/envdocuments/ea-region6.shtm.  Written comments 
on the Draft EA or related matters can be faxed to FEMA’s Louisiana Recovery Office at 
225-382-0337; emailed to: FEMA-NOMA@dhs.gov; or mailed to FEMA Louisiana 
Recovery Office, EHP—Vermilion Parish Detention Center Flood Protection Project, 1 Seine 
Court, New Orleans, Louisiana 70114.  Verbal comments will be accepted or recorded at 
225-267-2596. 
 
Based on FEMA’s findings to date, no significant adverse environmental effects are 
anticipated. However, if FEMA receives new information that results in a change from no 
adverse effects then FEMA would revise the findings and issue a second public notice 
allowing time for additional comments.  
 
If no substantive comments are received, the Draft EA and associated Draft FONSI will 
become final and this initial Public Notice will also serve as the final Public Notice for work 
in the floodplain in accordance with 44 CFR Part 9.12.  




