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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project Authority 

Hurricane Katrina made landfall on August 29, 2005 near the town of Buras, Louisiana with 
sustained winds of more than 125 mph. President George W. Bush declared a major disaster for 
the State of Louisiana (FEMA-1603-DR-LA) on August 29, 2005, authorizing the Department of 
Homeland Security's Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to provide Federal 
assistance in designated areas of Louisiana. This is pursuant to the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (Stafford Act), PL 93-288, as amended. Section 406 of the 
Stafford Act authorizes FEMA's Public Assistance Program (PA) to assist in funding the repair, 
restoration, reconstruction, or replacement of public facilities damaged as a result of the declared 
disaster. 

This Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared in compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEP A), the President's Council on Environmental Quality 
regulations implementing NEPA (Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations [GFR] Parts 1500 
to 1508), and FEMA's regulations implementing NEPA (44 CFR Parts 9 and 10). 

The purpose of this EA is to analyze potential environmental impacts of the proposed project. 
FEMA will use the findings in this EA to determine whether to prepare an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) or a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI). 

1.2 Background 

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina's high winds, heavy rain and storm surge caused levee 
failure and subsequent flooding across the Xavier University campus and the surrounding area. 
Flooding caused extensive damage to the tennis courts' surfaces, fencing, free standing lighting, 
wind screens, practice backboards and nets. Flood debris also created craters, depressions and 
cracks on the surface of the tennis courts. The two tennis courts were located in the eastern 
quadrant of the block bounded by Pine Street, Howard A venue, South Carrolton A venue and 
Drexel Drive, behind the University's College of Pharmacy in the City of New Orleans (see 
Figures 1 and 2). The two tennis courts have since been removed to allow for the construction of 
an addition to the College of Pharmacy. 

The applicant proposes to construct six (6) new tennis courts to replace the two (2) damaged 
courts, at a new location approximately .19 mile from the original location, bounded by Pine, 
Stroelitz, Broadway, and Palm streets (see Figures 3 and 4). The geographic coordinates of the 
approximate center of the proposed site are: latitude: 29.962139; longitude: -90.107623. The 
University plans to centralize the academic component of its Athletics Program on this site to 
maximize teaching opportunities and offer greater convenience to its students. Relocating the 
tennis courts to this site is a component of that plan. 
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FIGURE 1 


PROJECT SITE LOCATION 
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FIGURE 2 


NEIGHBORHOOD AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH 
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FIGURE 3 


TENNIS COURTS SITE AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH 
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FIGURE 4 

SITE PLAN 
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1.3 Project and Project Site Description 

Construction of the new tennis courts includes the following components: 

• Site grading and surface preparation 
• Asphalt surface with base course 
• Colored asphalt sealer course 
• Standard painted tennis court markings 
• Chain link fence 
• Wind screen 
• Double entry gates 
• Painted plywood practice backboard 
• Freestanding light poles with single and double fixtures 

The proposed project site is an entire block owned by the applicant and bounded by Pine, 
Stroelitz, Broadway, and Palm streets in the City of New Orleans. The block was most recently 
occupied by seven structures: DM Auto Repair at 3636 Broad Street; Hermetic Machine, a 
machine tool manufacturing company at 3611 Pine Street; the Rockefeller Night Club at 3601 
Pine Street; and four other buildings and two surface lots ancillary to the auto repair and services 
industry. 

All seven structures, paving and debris were cleared from the site by November, 2011. Storage 
drums, underground storage tanks containing petroleum and automobile use-associated products 
and by-products, and waste tires discovered during clearing of the site were properly reported 
and characterized by LDEQ, and removed, including contaminated soils, in accordance with 
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality procedures and requirements (see Section 4.6, 
Hazardous Materials, and Appendix A. Site Cleanup Documentation). 

2.0 PURPOSE AND NEED 


As directed by the Stafford Act (PL 93-288), the objective of FEMA's PA Grant Program is to 
provide assistance to State, Tribal and local governments, and certain types of Private Nonprofit 
(PNP) organizations so that communities can quickly respond to and recover from major 
disasters or emergencies declared by the President. FEMA has determined that Xavier 
University is a "non-critical" PNP eligible for funding under the Stafford Act. Prior to Hurricane 
Katrina, the tennis courts served academic and recreational needs of the Xavier University 
community. The proposed tennis courts will replace the damaged courts, and continue to serve 
the recreational and academic needs of the University community. The academic component of 
Xavier's athletic program will be centralized in one area to maximize teaching opportunities and 
efficiencies, and offer greater convenience to students. These tennis courts will be relocated to 
this centralized area. 
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3.0 AL TERNA TIVES 
The NEP A process consists of an evaluation of the environmental effects of a federal 
undertaking, including its alternatives. Three alternatives have been reviewed including, 1) the 
No Action Alternative, 2) Reconstruction ofthe Tennis Courts in the same footprint and original 
location, and 3) Reconstruction ofthe Tennis Courts in a new location (Figures 2 and 3). 

3.1 Alternative 1 - No Action 

Implementation of the No Action Alternative would entail no repair, reconstruction, or relocation 
of the tennis courts. Consequently, the existing courts would not be available for use by, and the 
University would not be able to provide adequate athletic facilities to, the university community. 
No Action would forego opportunities for reconstruction of, and recompense for, the damaged 
tennis courts. This alternative would not meet the purpose and need of the undertaking and will 
therefore be eliminated from further consideration. 

3.2 Alternative 2 - Reconstruction in the Same Footprint 

This alternative would reconstruct the damaged tennis courts to the pre-disaster configuration, 
function and capacity in substantially the same footprint in order to restore the amenity as it 
existed prior to Hurricane Katrina. Reconstruction in the same footprint would meet the purpose 
and need and will therefore be further evaluated. 

3.3 Alternative 3 - Reconstruction at an Alternate Location - Proposed Action 

The proposed action calls for replacement of the damaged tennis courts at a new location that is 
being developed by the University as a Convocation Center, whose plans include consolidating 
and centralizing the academic component of the University's Athletics Program. 

The proposed location of the new facilities will allow the University to better serve the needs of 
the student body. The original facility has been demolished at its previous location. The 
proposed facility will be consistent with the function and purpose of the damaged facility. 

This action would include site preparation, construction of the new tennis courts, and installation 
of necessary utilities and appurtenances. Reconstruction of the courts will restore the amenity 
lost as a result of Hurricane Katrina. This practicable alternative meets the purpose and need of 
the proposed action and will be further evaluated. 

4.0 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND IMPACTS 

4.1 Wetlands / Hydrologic Resources 

The United States Army Corps Engineers (USACE) regulates the discharge of dredged or fill 
material into waters of the U.S., including wetlands, pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water 
Act. Wetlands are identified as those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or 
groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and under normal circumstances 
do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. The 
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USACE also regulates the building of structures in waters of the U.S. pursuant to the Rivers and 
Harbors Act (RHA). 

Executive Order (EO) 11990, Protection of Wetlands, directs Federal agencies to minimize the 
destruction, loss, or degradation of wetlands and to preserve and enhance the values of wetlands 
for Federally funded projects. FEMA regulations for complying with EO 11990 are found at 44 
CFR Part 9, Floodplain Management and Protection of Wetlands. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) map shows no wetlands within the 
proposed project area that could be adversely affected by the project (Figure 5, USFWS National 
Wetlands Inventory 2012). 

Alternative 2 - Reconstruction in the Same Footprint: Reconstruction of the tennis courts in 
substantially the same location and footprint would have no impact on wetlands or other waters 
of the U.S. FEMA has determined that the previous location is an urban, previously-disturbed 
site and is not a wetland under Executive Order 11990. Reconstruction at that location would 
not require permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act or Section 10 of the Rivers and 
Harbors Act. 

Alternative 3 - Reconstruction at an Alternative Location - Proposed Action: The proposed 
action alternative would have no impact on wetlands or other waters of the U.S. FEMA has 
determined that the proposed location is an urban, previously-disturbed site and is not a 
jurisdictional wetland under Executive Order 11990. The project as proposed would not require 
permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act or Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act. 

4.2 Floodplains 

Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain Management) requires Federal agencies to avoid direct or 
indirect support or development within the 100-year floodplain whenever there is a practicable 
alternative. FEMA's regubtions for complying with EO 11988 are found at 44 CFR Part 9, 
Floodplain Management and Protection of Wetlands. 

In July 2005, FEMA initiated a series of flood insurance studies for many of the Louisiana 
coastal parishes as part of the flood map modernization effort through FEMA's National Flood 
Insurance Fund. These studies were necessary because the flood hazard and risk information 
shown on many Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) was developed during the 1970s, and the 
physical terrain had changed significantly, such as major loss of wetland areas. After hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita, FEMA expanded the scope of work to include all of coastal Louisiana. The 
magnitude of the impacts of hurricanes Katrina and Rita reinforced the urgency to obtain 
additional flood recovery data for the coastal zones of Louisiana. More detailed analysis was 
possible because new data obtained after the hurricanes included information on levees and levee 
systems, new high-water marks, and new hurricane parameters (LaMP 2007). 

During an initial post-hurricane analysis, FEMA determined that the "100-Year" or I-percent 
chance storm flood elevations on FIRMs for many Louisiana communities, referred to as Base 
Flood Elevations (BFEs), were too low. FEMA created recovery maps showing the extent and 
magnitude of hurricanes Katrina's and Rita's surge, as well as information on other storms over 
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the past 25 years (Lamp 2007). The 2006 advisory flood data shown on the recovery maps for 
the Louisiana-declared disaster areas show high-water marks surveyed after the storm; flood 
limits developed from these surveyed points; and Advisory Base Flood Elevations, or ABFEs. 
The recovery maps and other advisory data were developed to assist parish officials, 
homeowners, business owners, and other affected citizens with their recovery and rebuilding 
efforts (LaMP 2007). 

Updated preliminary flood hazard maps from an intensive five-year mapping project guided by 
FEMA are now provided to all Louisiana coastal parishes. The new maps released in early 2008, 
known as Preliminary Digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps (DFIRMs), are based on the most 
technically advanced flood insurance studies ever performed for Louisiana, followed by multiple 
levels of review. The DFIRMs provide communities with a more scientific approach to economic 
development, hazard mitigation planning, emergency response and post-flood recovery (LaMP 
2007). 

The USACE is currently working on a Hurricane and Storm Damage Risk Reduction System 
(HSDRRS) for the Greater New Orleans (GNO) area (Miller 2011). This 350-mile system of 
levees, floodwalls, surge barriers, and pump stations will reduce the flood risk associated with a 
storm event. In September of 2011, the USACE provided FEMA with assurances that the 
HSDRRS is capable of defending against a storm surge with a one percent (1 %) annual chance 
event of occurring in any given year (Miller 2011). The areas protected include portions of St. 
Bernard, St. Charles, Jefferson, Orleans, and Plaquemines parishes. FEMA has now begun 
revising the preliminary DFIRMs within the HSDRRS to incorporate the reduced flood risk 
associated with the system improvements. In the spring of 2012, FEMA should be prepared to 
release revised preliminary DFIRMs (Miller 2011). 

The 2008 Preliminary DFIRMs - currently viewed as the best available flood risk data for the 
five GNO parishes - do not consider the completion of the HSDRRS. In many areas, the flood 
risk has been significantly reduced due to heightened protection. To ensure that the best available 
data is used when reviewing and approving grant applications within the HSDRRS, FEMA will 
re-examine individual grant reconstruction projects using sound engineering data and judgment. 
The case-by-case review may indicate that the source of best available flood risk data for a 
reconstruction project is preliminary PFIRMs, ABFEs, or other relevant sound engineering data. 
No project should be built to a floodplain management standard that is less protective than what 
the community has adopted in local ordinances through their participation in the National Flood 
Insurance Program (Miller 2011). 

In compliance with FEMA policy implementing EO 11988, Floodplain Management, the 
proposed project was reviewed for possible impacts associated with occupancy or modification 
to a floodplain. The completed 8-Step Process is included Appendix A. Orleans Parish enrolled 
in the NFIP on August 3, 1970. 

Alternative 2 - Reconstruction in the Same Footprint: This alternative would reconstruct the 
tennis courts in the same location they occupied before Hurricane Katrina. The City of New 
Orleans/Orleans Parish enrolled in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) as of August 3, 
1970. Per Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Map (DFIRM) panel number 22071C0230F dated 
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Oct 13, 2008 (Figure 6), the site is located within an "AE" Zone, (EL 0), a Special Flood Hazard 
Area (SFHA) subject to inundation by the I-percent annual chance (1 OO-year) flood; base flood 
elevations (BFE) determined. Per Advisory Base Flood Elevation Map (ABFE Map) LA-CC30 
(Figure 7), dated June 5, 2006, the current site is located in ABFE EL 0.5 or 3 feet above Highest 
Existing Adjacent Grade (HEAG). 

Reconstruction of the tennis courts at the same location would have no impact on flood 
elevations, nor would it increase development in this largely built-out area. Per 44 CFR 9.11 
(D)(9), for the replacement of building contents, materials and equipment, where possible, 
disaster-proofing of the building and/or elimination of such future losses should occur by 
relocation of those building contents, materials and equipment outside or above the base flood 
elevation. The applicant would be required to coordinate all reconstruction activities with the 
local floodplain administrator regarding floodplain permit(s) prior to start of any activities, and 
remain in compliance with formally adopted local floodplain ordinances. All coordination 
pertaining to these permit(s) would have to be documented to the local floodplain administrator 
and copies provided to the State and FEMA as part of the permanent project files. 

Alternative 3 - Reconstruction at an Alternate Location - Proposed Action: The proposed action 
alternative would involve the reconstruction of the tennis courts at an alternate location. The 
City of New Orleans/Orleans Parish enrolled in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), as 
of 08/03170. Per Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Map (DFIRM) panel number 2207Ic0230F 
dated Nov 13, 2008 (Figure 5), the site is located within an "AE" Zone, (EL 0), a Special Flood 
Hazard Area (SFHA) subject to inundation by the I-percent annual chance (lOO-year) flood; 
base flood elevations (BFE) determined. Per Advisory Base Flood Elevation Map (ABFE Map) 
LA-CC30 (Figure 6), dated June 5 2006, the current site is located in ABFE EL 1.5 or 3 feet 
above Highest Existing Adjacent Grade (HEAG). 

Reconstruction of the tennis courts at the proposed site will have no impact on flood elevations, 
nor will it increase development in this largely built-out area. Per 44 CFR 9.11 (D)(9), for the 
replacement of building contents, materials and equipment, where possible, disaster-proofing of 
the building and/or elimination of such future losses should occur by relocation of those building 
contents, materials and equipment outside or above the base flood elevation. The applicant must 
coordinate all reconstruction activities with the local floodplain administrator regarding 
floodplain permit(s) prior to start of any activities, and remain in compliance with formally 
adopted local floodplain ordinances. All coordination pertaining to these permit(s) should be 
documented to the local floodplain administrator and copies provided to the State and FEMA as 
part of the permanent project files. 

4.3 Coastal Resources 

The Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 (CZMA) requires Federal agency actions to be 
consistent with the policies of the state coastal zone management program when conducting or 
supporting activities that affect a coastal zone. The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources 
(LADNR) regulates development in Louisiana's designated coastal zone through the Coastal Use 
Permit Program. 
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The USFWS regulates federal funding in Coastal Barrier Resource System (CBRS) units under 
the Coastal Barrier Resources Act (CBRA). This Act protects undeveloped coastal barriers and 
related areas 0. e., Otherwise Protected Areas) by prohibiting direct or indirect Federal funding of 
projects that support development in these areas. The Act promotes appropriate use and 
conservation of coastal barriers along the Gulf of Mexico. The Proposed Action project site is 
not located within a regulated CBRS unit. 

Alternative 2 - Reconstruction in the Same Footprint: Reconstruction of the tennis courts in 
substantially the same footprint would involve construction in a designated coastal zone. This 
alternative would require a Coastal Use Permit from LADNR. Xavier University would be 
required to contact LDNR prior to initiating work. This site is not within a CBRS unit; therefore, 
it would not trigger the CBRA. 

Alternative 3 - Reconstruction at an Alternate Location - Proposed Action: The proposed action 
alternative would involve construction in a designated coastal zone. By letter of October 28, 
2011, LADNR's Office of Coastal Management advised FEMA that the project is located in the 
Louisiana Coastal Zone, and they require that a complete Coastal Use Permit packet be 
submitted to their office for review and approval prior to construction (see Appendix B, Agency 
Correspondence). Xavier University is required to contact LADNR prior to initiating work. The 
proposed site is not within a CBRS unit; therefore, the Proposed Action does not trigger the 
CBRA. 

4.4 Biological Resources 

The Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973 prohibits the taking of listed, threatened, and 
endangered species unless specifically authorized by permit from the USFWS or the NMFS. 
"Take" is defined in ESA Section 3 as "to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, 
capture, or collect or attempt to engage in any such conduct." Harm is further defined by the 
ESA regulations to include significant habitat modification or degradation that results in death or 
injury to listed species by significantly impairing behavioral patterns such as breeding, feeding, 
or sheltering. 

Alternative 2 - Reconstruction in the Same Footprint: The NMFS has determined that the 
Proposed Action site "... is not ocated in an area supportive of marine fishery species, or 
categorized as essential fish habitat. As such, further coordination with NOAA's National 
Marine Fisheries Service is not necessary" (see e-mail of October 25, 2011 from Lisa Abernathy 
of National Marine Fisheries Service in Appendix C, Agency Correspondence). The U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) determined that "The project, as proposed, ... Will have no effect 
on those [Federal trust resources under their jurisdiction and currently protected by the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973] resources (see faxed response from USFWS dated October 25, 
2011 to FEMA's Solicitation of Views of the same date, in Appendix C, Agency 
Correspondence). The former site ofthe tennis courts is ofthe same urban, developed character 
as the Proposed Action site to warrant applying these agencies' reviews to the former site. 
Therefore, this alternative would not adversely affect or modify endangered, threatened, or 
proposed listed species, migratory birds, or federally listed critical habitats. 
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Alternative 3 - Reconstruction at an Alternate Location - Proposed Action: According to the 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries' Natural Heritage Program website, consulted on 
January 18,2012, there are no federal- or state-listed threatened or endangered terrestrial species 
or habitats within the City of New Orleans. In responses to a Solicitation of Views regarding the 
proposed project, the NMFS determined that the Proposed Action site" ... is not located in an 
area supportive of marine fishery species, or categorized as essential fish habitat. As such, 
further coordination with NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service is not necessary" (see e
mail of October 25,2011 from Lisa Abernathy of National Marine Fisheries Service in Appendix 
C, Agency Correspondence). The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) determined that 
"The project, as proposed, ... Will have no effect on those [Federal trust resources under their 
jurisdiction and currently protected by the Endangered Species Act of 1973] resources (see faxed 
response from USFWS dated October 25, 2011 to FEMA's Solicitation of Views of the same 
date, in Appendix C, Agency Correspondence). The proposed action will not adversely affect 
biological resources. 

4.5 Cultural Resources 

The consideration of effects to historic properties listed in or eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP) is mandated under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA) as implemented by 36 CFR Part 800. Requirements include the identification of 
significant or historic properties that may be affected by the proposed action or alternatives 
within the project's area of potential effects. Historic properties are defined as archaeological 
sites, standing structures or other historic resources listed in or determined eligible for listing in 
the NRHP. Federal agencies must take into account their effects on historic properties and allow 
the Advisory Council on Historic Properties opportunity to comment. 

Alternative 2 - Reconstruction in the Same Footprint: The scope of work for this alternative 
indicates ground disturbing activities associated with tennis court resurfacing and fence and light 
pole repair/replacement. Upon consultation of data provided by the State Historic Preservation 
Officer (SHPO), there are no known archaeological sites within the project area and all work will 
occur within a previously disturbed area. Therefore, the scope of work as submitted meets the 
criteria outlined in the Programmatic Agreement (PA) dated August 17, 2009, Appendix C, 
Section I.A,E,L In accordance with this document, FEMA is not required to submit projects to 
the SHPO for review where the work performed meets these allowances. 

The structures in the area of potential effect are neither on nor eligible for the National Register 
of Historic Places. There are no known archaeological sites within the area, and all work would 
occur within a previously disturbed area. Therefore, there would be no adverse effects to 
cultural resources associated with reconstructing the tennis courts on the same site as they were 
prior to Hurricane Katrina. 

Alternative 3 - Reconstruction at an Alternate Location - Proposed Action: A review of this 
alternative was conducted in accordance with FEMA's Programmatic Agreement dated August 
17,2009 and amended on July 22, 2011 (2009 Statewide PA as amended). In accordance with 
Stipulation VIlLE of the 2009 Statewide P A as amended, FEMA determined that there are No 
Historic Properties Affected as a result of the proposed undertaking and provided the SHPO and 
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Tribes (Alabama Coushatta Tribe of Texas, Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, Coushatta Tribe of 
Louisiana, Jena Band of Choctaw Indians, Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, Muscogee 
Creek Nation, Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma, Seminole Nation of Oklahoma, Tunica Biloxi Tribe 
of Louisiana) the opportunity to review and comment. SHPO concurrence with FEMA's 
determination was received, dated March 28th, 2012. The Tribes did not object within the 
regulatory timeframes; therefore, in accordance with Stipulation VIII.E(l) of the 2009 Statewide 
PA as amended and 36 CFR part 800.S(c)1, FEMA may proceed with funding the undertaking 
assuming concurrence. The applicant must comply with the NHPA conditions set forth in this 
PW. Any change to the approved scope of work will require re-evaluation under section 106. 
Non-compliance may jeopardize the receipt of federal funding. 

The structures in the area of potential effect are neither on nor eligible for the National Register 
of Historic Places. There are no known archaeological sites within the project area, and all work 
will occur within a previously disturbed area. Therefore, there would be no adverse effects to 
cultural resources associated with constructing the tennis courts on the proposed location. 

4.6 Hazardous Materials 

The management of hazardous materials is regulated under various federal and state 
environmental and transportation laws and regulations, including the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act (RCRA) the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act (CERCLA), the Emergency Plalllling and Community Right-to-Know Act, the 
Hazardous Materials Transportation Act, and the Louisiana Voluntary Investigation and 
Remedial Action statute. The purpose of the regulatory requirements set forth under these laws 
is to ensure the protection of human health and the environment through proper management 
(identification, use, storage, treatment, transport, and disposal) of these materials. Some of these 
laws provide for the investigation and cleanup of sites already contaminated by releases of 
hazardous materials, wastes, or substances. 

The proposed project site was occupied by several auto service industry facilities which typically 
handle and store various hazardous and potentially hazardous materials and wastes (see Figure 
3). Untidy storage and handling practices may have resulted in spills and contamination of site 
structures and soils. The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality's (LDEQ's) on-line 
Electronic Document Management System (EDMS), and EPA's NEPAssist web-based 
environmental data application were queried for this Environmental Assessment to help identify 
potential hazardous site and hazardous materials issues and concerns. 

Alternative 2 - Reconstruction in the Same Footprint: LDEQ's EDMS and EPA's NEPAssist 
revealed no RCRA-associated reports or incidents regarding the former site of the tennis courts. 
Therefore, reconstruction of the tennis courts in substantially the same footprint is presumed to 
not involve the management of hazardous materials. 

Alternative 3 - Reconstruction at an Alternate Location - Proposed Action: During demolition 
and clearing activities conducted at the proposed site of the replacement tennis courts, a 
complaint of airborne dust was registered with LDEQ. Upon investigation by LDEQ inspectors, 
a WOO-gallon steel underground storage tank (UST), five (S) storage drums, and 260 waste tires 
were discovered. In addition, LDEQ found that dust-suppressing watering measures put in place 
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were not being actively used at the time of the inspection. LDEQ's investigation identified 
gasoline, diesel fuel, waste oil, and benzene in the UST and five storage drums, and site soils 
tests revealed elevated concentrations of petroleum hydrocarbons, lead, MTBE, TPH-GRO, 
TPH-DRO, and TPH-ORO. The UST and storage drums and their contents, and waste tires were 
removed from the site and properly handled, treated and disposed of by LDEQ-approved hauling 
and disposal contractors. In addition, 44.83 tons of contaminated soil were excavated and 
disposed of by a licensed private contractor at an LDEQ-licensed waste disposal facility. 
Watering of the demolition site had been resumed on the same day of the LDEQ inspection. 
Documentation of the reporting, investigating, and handling and disposal of hazardous materials 
found on-site, including Underground Storage Tank Closure/Assessment Form, and Incident 
Reports, are included in Appendix A, Site Cleanup Documentation. 

Project construction may involve the use of hazardous materials (e.g., petroleum products, 
cement, caustics, acids, solvents, paints, electronic components, pesticides/herbicides and 
fertilizers, treated timber) and may result in the generation of small amounts of hazardous 
wastes. Best management practices and appropriate measures to prevent, minimize, and control 
spills of hazardous materials shall be taken, and any hazardous and non-hazardous wastes 
generated shall be disposed of in accordance with applicable federal, state, and local 
requirements. 

4.7 Environmental Justice 

Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority 
Populations and Low-Income Populations, was signed on February 11, 1994. The EO directs 
federal agencies to make achieving environmental justice part of their missions by identifying 
and addressing, as appropriate, disproportionately high adverse human health, environmental, 
economic, and social effects of its programs, policies and activities on minority or low-income 
populations. 

Alternative 2 - Reconstruction in the Same Footprint: Reconstruction of the damaged tennis 
courts in substantially the same footprint would provide the same amenity, in the same location, 
and to the same community population as before Hurricane Katrina. The University has a 
diverse student body, whose students are equally represented in the athletics academic program, 
and who would be equally served by reconstructing the tennis courts in the same location. There 
would be no adverse impacts to the community regarding ethnicity and socio-economic status, or 
to the University student body and faculty in reconstructing the tennis courts in its previous 
location. 

Alternative 3 - Reconstruction at an Alternate Location - Proposed Action: The proposed action 
would provide replacement of damaged, on-campus tennis courts, with new tennis courts in a 
new location on-campus. The University has a diverse student body, whose students will be 
equally represented in the athletics academic program, and equally served by the proposed tennis 
courts. 

There would be no adverse impacts to any segment of the community regarding ethnicity and 
socio-economic status, or to the University student body and faculty by relocating the tennis 
courts to the proposed alternate campus location. 
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5.0 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

According to the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations, cumulative impacts 
represent the "impact on the environment which results from the incremental impact of the action 
when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions, regardless of what 
agency (Federal or non-Federal) or person undertakes such other actions. Cumulative effects can 
result from individually minor but collectively significant actions taking place over a period of 
time (40 CFR 1508.7). 

The entire Louisiana Gulf Coast is undergoing recovery efforts after the 2005 hurricane season 
that include demolition, reconstruction, and new construction, within the private sector as well as 
federal and state government. The USACE is undertaking one of the largest projects in their 
history. Rebuilding the Greater New Orleans Hurricane and Storm Damage Risk Reduction 
System will improve approximately 350 miles of levees, concrete floodwalls, and other 
structures to meet the 100-year level of risk reduction. Orleans Parish, the City of New Orleans, 
Xavier University, and the Louisiana Department of Facility Planning and Control (FP&C) have 
numerous recovery and other construction projects planned or ongoing throughout the parish. 
Although these projects can be expected to have cumulative effects to the built and natural 
environment of the parish, the proposed project is not anticipated to contribute to any adverse 
effects. 

6.0 CONDITIONS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

Based upon the studies and consultations undertaken in this EA, several conditions must be met 
and mitigation measures must be taken by Xavier University (the Applicant) prior to and during 
project implementation. 

• 	 In accordance with applicable local, state, and federal regulations, the applicant is 
responsible for acquiring any necessary permits and/or clearances prior to the 
commencement of any construction related activities. 

• 	 To minimize indirect impacts (soil erosion, sedimentation, dust and other construction
related disturbances) to the surrounding community, the following best management 
practices should be included into the daily operations of construction activities: silt screens, 
barriers (e.g., hay bales}, berms/dikes, and/or fences to be placed where and as needed. 
Fencing should be placed for marking staging areas to store construction equipment and 
supplies as well as conduct maintenance/repair operations. 

• 	 The applicant must coordinate all construction activities with the local floodplain manager 
and remain in compliance with formally adopted local floodplain ordinances. As per 44 CFR 
9.11 (d) (9), mitigation or minimization standards must be applied where possible. The 
replacement of building contents, materials and equipment should be, where possible, wet or 
dry-proofed, elevated, or relocated to or above the community established base flood 
elevation. 
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• 	 The project has been found by the LDNR to be inside the Louisiana Coastal Zone; therefore, 
they require that a complete Coastal Use Permit Application package (Joint Application 
Form, locality maps, project illustration plats with plan and cross section views, etc.) along 
with the appropriate application fee be submitted to their office prior to construction. 

• 	 Louisiana Unmarked Human Burial Sites Preservation Act: If human bone or unmarked 
grave(s) are present with the project area, compliance with the Louisiana Unmarked Human 
Burial Sites Preservation Act (R.S. 8:671 et seq.) is required. The applicant shall notify the 
law enforcement agency of the jurisdiction where the remains are located within twenty-four 
hours of the discovery. The applicant shall also notify FEMA and the Louisiana Division of 
Archaeology at 225-342-8170 within seventy-two hours of the discovery. 

• 	 Inadvertent Discovery Clause: If during the course of work, archaeological artifacts 
(prehistoric or historic) are discovered, the applicant shaH stop work in the vicinity of the 
discovery and take all reasonable measures to avoid or minimize harm to the finds. The 
applicant shall inform their Public Assistance (P A) contacts at FEMA, who will in tum 
contact FEMA Historic Preservation (HP) staff. The applicant will not proceed with work 
until FEMA HP completes consultation with the SHPO. 

• 	 Project construction may involve the use of potentially hazardous materials (e.g., petroleum 
products, cement, caustics, acids, solvents, paint, electronic components, pesticides, 
herbicides, fertilizers, treated timber), and may result in the generation of small amounts of 
hazardous wastes. Appropriate measures to prevent, minimize, and control spills of 
hazardous materials must be taken and generated hazardous and non-hazardous wastes are 
required to be disposed in accordance with applicable Federal, state and local regulations. 

7.0 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND AGENCY CONSULTATION 

FEMA is the lead federal agency for conducting the NEP A compliance process for this Public 
Assistance project. It is the responsibility of the lead agency to conduct the preparation and 
review of NEPA documents in a way that is responsive to the needs of the Parish communities 
while meeting the spirit and intent ofNEPA and complying with all NEPA provisions. As part of 
the development of early interagency coordination related to the proposed action, state and 
federal resource protection agencies were contacted and FEMA distributed an informal scoping 
notification through a Solicitation of Views. These agencies include the Louisiana State 
Historical Preservation Officer, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Governor's Office ' of 
Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness, Louisiana Department of Environmental 
Quality, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, U. S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, NMFS, LADNR, and the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers. FEMA has received no 
objections to the proposed project. Comments and conditions received from the agencies have 
been incorporated into this Environmental Assessment (see Appendix C, Agency 
Correspondence). 

FEMA is inviting public comment on the proposed action during a fifteen (15) day comment 
period. A public notice was published for 5 days in the local newspaper, The Times Picayune, 
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announcing the availability of this EA for review at the main branch of the New Orleans Public 
Library, located at 219 Loyola Avenue in New Orleans, LA. A copy of the Public Notice is 
attached in Appendix D. 
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8-STEP PROCESS CHECKLIST 


DATE: 511 0/2012 
PREPARED BY: Steven E. Epstein, CFM, Environmental Specialist 
PROJECT: Xavier University Tennis Courts Alternate Project 

Alternatellmproved Project No. 1676 
FIPS # 071-020BC-OO 

LOCATION: Stroelitz and Pine Streets, New Orleans, LA 
Latitude: 29.962139; Longitude: -90107623 

EO 11988-FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT 
EO 11990-WETLAND PROTECTION 

STEP 1 	 Determine whether the proposed action is located in a wetland and/or the IOO-year 
floodplain (SOO-year floodplain for critical actions [44 CFR 9.4]), or whether it has 
the potential to affect or be affected by a floodplain or a wetland (see 44 CFR 9.7). 

[gI 	 The project is located in a floodplain as mapped by: 

Preliminary Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map (DFIRM) 22071C0230F dated Nov13, 
2008 . The project site is located within Zone AE, El 0, base flood elevation (BFE) 
determined. The Advisory Base Flood Elevation (ABFE) is 1.5' or 3' Above HEAG 
(Height Existing Adjacent Ground). 

D 	 The project is located in a wetland as identified by: 

STEP 2 	 Notify the public at the earliest possible time of the intent to carry out an action in 
a floodplain or wetland, and involve the affected and interested public in the 
decision making process (see 44 CFR 9.8). 

D 	 Not applicable - Project is not located in a floodplain or in a wetland. 

[gI 	 Applicable - Notice will be or has been provided by: A cumulative Public 
Notice was published in the New Orleans Times Picayune, Baton Rouge 
Advocate, Lafayette Daily Advertiser, Lake Charles American Press and the 
Hanunond Star on November i h 

- November 91
\ 2005. 

STEP 3 	 Identify and evaluate practicable alternatives to locating the proposed action in a 
floodplain or wetland (including alternative sites, actions and the "no action" 
option) [see 44 CFR 9.9]. If a practicable alternative exists outside the floodplain 
or wetland, FEMA must locate the action at the alternative site. 
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D Not applicable - Project is not located in a floodplain or in a wetland. 

I'8J Applicable - Alternative identified in the EA Document or is described below: 

Alternative 1 - No Action - The No Action alternative would leave the University 
without adequate tennis court facilities for the academic component of its Athletics 
Program. 

Alternative 2 - Reconstruction in the Same Footprint - Reconstruction in the same 
footprint would leave the tennis courts within the same floodplain, with the same 
Preliminary DFIRM Base Flood Elevation and Advisory Base Flood Elevation. The 
tennis courts need to be on campus, or in relatively close proximity to campus, in order 
to be available to the University student body; and the University would like to increase 
the number of courts to better accommodate the student body. Reconstruction in the 
same footprint would not meet the need for additional tennis courts. 

Alternative 3 - Relocation -Relocation of the tennis courts outside of the Special Flood 
Hazard Area is not a viable alternative. Most of the parish is within the Special Flood 
Hazard Area; and the facility must be accessible to the University student body being 
served, and there are no parcels outside of the Special Flood Hazard Area in proximity 
to the University. Relocation to another site within the same Special Flood Hazard 
Area is the proposed alternative. The proposed site is within the same Zone AE, 
Elevation 0 as the original site. 

STEP 4 	 Identify the full range or potential direct or indirect impacts associated with, the 
occupancy or modification of floodplains and wetlands and the potential direct and 
indirect support of floodplain and wetland development that could result from the 
proposed action (see 44 CFR 9.10). 

D Not applicable - Project is not located in a floodplain or in a wetland. 

I'8J Applicable - Alternatives identified in the EA Document or described below: 

. Alternative 1 - No Action 

The No Action alternative would leave the tennis courts in disrepair and unusable. No 
action would maintain an unsafe condition, and leave the facility susceptable to further 
damage from future flooding events. 

Alternative 2 - Reconstruction in the Same Footprint -Reconstruction in the same 
footprint would restore the facility to its pre-disaster condition, without imposing any 
additional direct or indirect impacts associated with occupancy of the floodplain from 
the pre-disaster condition. This alternative would pose less potential damage to the 
property and its contents from the pre-disaster condition because the project would be 
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required to be compliant with the local floodplain ordinance; apply mitigation or 
minimization standards where possible; and wet or dry flood-proof, elevate or locate 
building contents, materials and equipment to or above the community established base 
flood elevation - thereby minimizing any potential adverse effects to floodplain values 
and functions. 	The developed state of the surrounding properties and neighborhood 
would preclude the project from fostering future additional development. 

Alternative 3 - Relocation - Relocation of the tennis facility to the proposed preferred 
location, and its enlargement from the pre-disaster size, represents additional 
impermeable surface from the original site. However, the proposed site hosted 
numerous commercial structures and associated equipment that occupied the floodplain, 
were susceptible to potential damage from flooding, and presented obstructions within 
the floodplain. The minor tennis facility structures would be a substantial reduction of 
obstructions on the site from the pre-disaster condition, and would increase flood 
storage capacity. Moreover, this alternative would pose less potential damage to the 
property and its contents because the project will be required to be compliant with the 
local floodplain ordinance; apply mitigation or minimization standards where possible; 
and wet or dry flood-proof, elevate or locate building contents, materials and equipment 
to or above the community established base flood elevation - thereby minimizing any 
potential adverse effects to floodplain values and functions. The developed state of the 
surrounding properties and neighborhood would preclude the project from fostering 
future additional development. 

STEP 5 	 Minimize the potential adverse impacts and support to or within floodplains and 
wetlands to be identified under step # 4, restore and preserve the natural and 
beneficial values served by floodplains, and preserve and enhance the natural and 
beneficial values served by wetlands (see 44 CFR 9.11). 

D 	 Not applicable - Project is not located in a floodplain or in a wetland. 

[gj 	 Applicable - Mitigation measures identified in the EA Document or as described 
below: 

The project site is within a highly developed, urbanized area not amenable to restoration 
of the natural and beneficial values served by floodplains. Failure to implement the 
proposed project would limit the Applicant's ability to provide needed educational 
facilities to the University community. The new construction must be compliant with 
current codes and standards; structures, equipment and contents will be required to be 
elevated to or above the base flood elevation; and the applicant will be required to 
coordinate with the local floodplain administrator regarding floodplain permit(s) prior 
to the start of any activities, thereby minimizing potential adverse impacts within the 
floodplain. 

STEP 6 	 Reevaluate the proposed action to determine first, if it is still practicable in light of 
its exposure to flood hazards, the extent to which it will aggravate the hazards to 
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others, and its potential to disrupt floodplain and wetland values; and second, if 
alternatives preliminarily rejected at step # 3 are practicable in light of the 
information gained in steps # 4 and # 5. FEMA shall not act in a floodplain or 
wetland unless it is the only practicable location (see 44 CFR 9.9). 

D 	 Not applicable - Project is not located in a floodplain or in a wetland. 

IZI 	 Applicable - Action proposed is located in the only practicable location as 
described below: 

Constructing the facility on the proposed site is the only practicable alternative for 
efficiently and effectively meeting the needs of the population and community being 
served by the facility. 

D 	 Applicable - Action proposed is not located in the only practicable location. 
Describe below: 

STEP 7 	 Prepare and provide the public with a finding and public explanation of any final 
decision that the floodplain or wetland is the only practicable alternative (see 44 
CFR 9.12). 

D 	 Not applicable - Project is not located in a floodplain or in a wetland. 

IZI 	 Applicable - Finding is or will be prepared as described below: 
A Cumulative Public Notice was published on October 27 -31, 2008. 

STEP 8 	 Review the implementation and post-implementation phases of the proposed 
action to ensure that the requirements of the order are fully implemented. 
Oversight responsibility shall be integrated into existing processes. 

Not applicable - Project is not located in a floodplain or in a wetland. 

Applicable - Approval conditioned on review of implementation and post
implementation phases to ensure compliance of 44 CFR 9.11. 

D Applicable - Oversight responsibility established as follows: 
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Demo Diva- 3600 Broadway IDemolition 
c/o Daniel Bruni, 
6246 Memphis Street 
New Orleans, LA 701'24 

RE: 	 NOTICE OF CORRECTED DEFICIENCY 
Agency Interest # 175669, Demo Diva 
TEMPO ACTIVtTY NUMBER: 

Dear Mr. Bruni: 

On or about 3/17/2011, an inspection of the above referenced facility was conducted to 
determine compliance with the Louisiana Environmental Qua,lity Act and supporting 
regulations. The facility is located in the 3600 B'look of Broadway, New Orleans, 
Orleans Parish, Louisiana. The following areas of concern were noted in the inspection 
report and/or subsequent file review: 

• 	 LAC 33:111.1305. A.1 All reasonable precautions shaJI be taken to prevent 
particulates from becoming airborne. 

• 	 LAC 33:VII.10519.H For all waste tires and waste tire material collected 
and/or stored, generators must provide adequate cover, vector/vermin 
control, and means to prevent or control standing water in the containment 
area. 

Based on information provided by Demo Diva to the 'louisiana Department of 
Environmental Quality (LDEQ), the areas of concern have been addressed. The LDEQ 
herein notes your timely response in correcting the subject areas of concern , 

This Notice of Corrected Deficiency will be placed in the official agency record and 
refers only to the above-mentioned areas of concern . It does not prevent nor hinder 
LDEQ from seeking penalties and compliance for this or other deficiencies discovered 
by this inspection, 
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CLOSURE INSPECTION REPORT 

FOR 


UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANKS 


AlII: 175542 IFIDII: 

AI NAME: Xavier University of Louisiana I INSPECf10N DA TE(S): 

Phvsical Location 7209 Stroelitz Street 

New Orleans LA 70125 
(City) (State) 

Mailine Address: I Drexel Drive New Orleans 
(Address) (City) 

Facility Representativeffitle: Robert Bolin/Ranger Environmental Inc. 

Faeility Representative Telephone· No: 985-727-7090 

Lead Inspector: JChi~ Grevemberg 

Otber Inspector(s): 

Summary of Findings/Comments: 

36-019305 

NA 

LA 70125 
(State) (Zip) 

One 1,000 gallon steel tank was excavated and removed form the site. Robert Bolin with Ranger EnvironmentaL Inc. was the 
Certified Worker C-0231. Backfill and native soil samples were above the UST Closure screening standards. Therefore, all 
backfill and impacted native soil were excavated and disposed of at Waste Management in Jefferson Parish. Approximately 
44.58 tons of soil was exc8vatedfrom the site. The tank was cleaned and rinsed by FCC Environmental. Approximately 500 
gallons of fluids and wash fluids were removed and transported for recycling. The tank was sold liS scrap to P&W Industries. 
Five additional soil samples were collected from the soil excavation area. All samples were below the Tank Closure screening 
standards. This closes incident 11132083. 

,.., /C 

Report Bj": lGf~~~~c:aP LS//L /~-/f'-// 
Your»ifme, Title / I (DRte): 

Reviewed By: C6u~~ E!=; ~-S:J\ /)A. .// <:n.., r;:;.-£~ -}J 
Reviewdi"s Name, Environmental Scientist Supervisor / Manager I (Date): 

UST Closure Checklist REVISED June 25 , 2007 
Note: All questions are to be answered. Ifunable to determine, write 'unknown' and explain in narrative. 
Use narrative / summary of findings area to describe your areas of concern in greater detail. 



Al#: 17SS42 IFIDN: 36-019305 

AI NAME: Xavier University of Louisiana I INSPECTION DATE(S): NA 

I. Please indicate the tank number, size of tank, and product last stored in the following table. (This infonnation 
can be obtained from the UST Closure Notification Fonn). 

DEQ ASSIGNED TANK SIZE OF TANK PRODUCT DEQ ASSIGNED SIZEOFTANK PRODUCT LAST 
NUMBERS (GALLONS) LAST STORED TANK NUMBERS (GALLONS) STORED 

Petroleum 
69882 1000 Product 

2. Did the facility use a Certified UST Worker to oversee the closure? (905.A.2) ~Yes No N/A 
If yes, please include hislher name below and their certificate nwnber 

Robert Bolin C-0231 
If no, please explain further In report narrative 

3. Was the certified worker present at the Closure Critical Junctures? (905.A.2) >< Yes No N/A 
a. process ofcleaning/vapor removal >< Yes No N/A 
b. all subsurface sample collection events >< Yes No N/A 
c. rem'oval or filling with inert material of the tank >< Yes No N/A 
If no, please explain further In report narrative 

4. What type ofclosure was being perfonned? 
a. Removal I:8l Yes No N/A 
b. Closed in place Yes No ~N/A 

If closed in place, what type? 
a.Sand Yes No ~ N/A 
b. Cement Slurry Yes No ~ N/A 
c. Other Inert Solid. Ifyes describe In report narrative Yes No ~ N/A 

5. Were aJlthe tanks empty prior to commencement ofclosure? I:8l Yes No N/A 
If no, how many gallons were left in each tank? Please explain below 

6. Did the contractor remove the vapors from the tanks? [81 Yes No N/A 
[fyes, what method 

a. Dry Ice Yes No ~ N/A 
b. Venturi tube ~ Yes No N/A 
c. Inert Gas Yes No ~ N/A 
d. Other: witb vacuum truck and rinse water ~ Yes No N/A 

If D"Y Ice or Inert Gas, what was Ihe :!Crcent oxygen in each tank Yes No N/A 
Tank No. % Oxygen Tank No. % Oxygen 

If Venturi tube or other rinsing method, what was the percent LEL for each tank? I 
Tank No. %LEL Tank No. %LEL 

69822 <\ 

I 
7. Were the tanks plugged? I ~Yes No N/A I 

UST Closure Checklist 2 REVISED June 25, 2007 
Note: All questions are to be answered. Ifunable to determine, write 'unknown' and explain in narrative. 
Use narrative I summary of findings area to describe your areas of concern in greater detail. 
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ATTACHMENT 3 


UST Closure Assessment Report 6/24/11 


UST Closure Checklist 8 REVISED June 25, 2007 
Note: All questions are to be answered. If unable to determine, write • unknown • and explain in narrative. 
Use narrative I summary of findings area to describe your areas of concem in greater detail. 



__ 

·..f" 

LOUISIANA DEP.4..RTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY. 

Environmental Assistance Division, Compliance Assistance Section 


POBox, 4313, Baton Rouge. LA 70821 

602 NorthFift~ St, Baton Rouge. LA 70802 (Physical Address) 


CERTTFTCA TTON OF NO H AZA RDOUS WA STE ACTIVTTY 

1 certify, under penalty aflaw, that the facility named below does not presently generate, 
store, treat, transport, or dispose ofhazardaus wastes, as defined in the Louisiana 
Hazardous Waste Regulation. I certify that the submitted information is true, accurate, 
and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false 
information, including the possibility of fines and imprisonment. 

TYPE OF CHANGE RESULTING IN NO HAZARDOUS WASTE ACTIVITY: 
(Check all that apply) 

Facility has no hazardous waste present at site. 

X Facility is out of business. Date ofc1osure: ___~-rli_7_?,-I<---c>_L..~ 
Facility no longer offers services which generate, store, treat, transport, or 
dispose of hazardous waste. Date service discontinued : _ _ ____ 

Facility has moved to new location. Date of move: ________ 
New physical address: _._________________ 

Temporary ID being deactivated. Date of last manifest : _____ _ 

Other, please describe: _.________________ 

'FOR THE FACll..ITY REQUESTING CERTIFICATION: 

Facility Name: )-18)-m-e-t/C- !?1o.. C,J...)~ -e.s 

EPAID Number: L. f7 1/ '9 ?s:- d)5'~) Z 
Physical Address: 3 <; I) An e. 'Sf " NO 
Signature & Date: 

>/z'{ )06Print Name & Title: 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

.DIST S(;::.--- GEN C£ e IRANS TSD B/B AI 2377;;l. 


Regs & Gerts 

LM R~RA Info 4/ 'tIt 
L:/TEMPO 

-Excel 
-Other 



*1- J;J71J 
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March 28, 2006 

State of Louisiana 

Department ofEnvironmental QuaJity 

P.O. Box 4311 

Baton Rouge, LA 70821-4311 


Re: Hennetic Machines 

3611 Pine St. 

New Orleans, LA 70125 

Inv # 56604464 


- ...... - " -~ 	 Hennetic Machines, was.severely-flooded by Hurricane·Katrina.-The·extent of the 
damage was such that Hennetic Machines, Inc. cannot and will not reopen. 

Effective August 29. 2005 the business was closed and will not reopen. 

You can cannot me at 504-289-3409 ifyou have any additional questions. 

Hermetic Machines, Inc. 

Gail B. deLeon 
77 Bogue Falaya Dr. 
Covington, LA 70433 Regs &Certs 

_ RCRAlnfo 
ZTEMPO 
_Excel 
_Other 

RECEIVED 

APR 0 3 2006 

LDEQ 

OESIEAD 




Appendix C 


Agency Correspondence 


Xavier University Tennis Courts - DRAFT Environmental Assessment (May 2012) 



BOBBY JINDAL SCOTT A. A NGELLE 
GOVERNOR SECRETARY 

~tate of lLOU1£) iana 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

OFFICE OF COASTAL MANAGEMENT 

10/28/2011 

u.s.DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY - FEMA 
1 SEINE COURT, 4TH FLOOR 
NEW ORLEANS, LA 70114 

RE: P20111418, Solicitation of Views 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY - FEMA 

Description: Construction of new tennis courts for Xavier University. 

Location: Lat. 29° 57' 43.52"N, Long. 90° 06' 28.22"W; New Orleans,LA. 

Orleans Parish, LA 


Dear Kelly E. Rowe: 

We have received your Solicitation of Views for the above referenced project, which has been found 
to be inside the Louisiana Coastal Zone. In order for us to properly review and evaluate this project, 
we require that a complete Coastal Use Permit Application packet (Joint Application Form, locality 
maps, project illustration plats with plan and cross section views, etc.) along with the appropriate 
application fee be submitted to our office. Using your complete application, we can provide you with 
an official determination, and begin the processing of any Coastal Use Permit that may be required for 
your project. You may obtain a free application packet by calling our office at (225) 342-7591 or 
(800)-267 -4019, or by visiting our website at http://www.dnr.state.la.us/crrn/coastmgt/cup/cup.asp. 

We recommend that, during your planning process, you make every effort to minimize impacts to 
vegetated wetlands. As our legislative mandate puts great emphasis on avoiding damages to these 
habitats, in many cases the negotiations involved in reducing such disturbances and developing the 
required mitigation to offset the lost habitat values delay permit approval longer than any other factor. 

Should you desire additional consultation with our office prior to submitting a formal application, we 
recommend that you call and schedule a pre-application meeting with our Permit Section staff. Such 
a preliminary meeting may be helpful, especially if a permit application that is as complete as possible 
is presented for evaluation at the pre-application meeting. 

POSt Office Box 44487 • Baton Rouge, Louisiana 708 4-4487 

617 North Third Street · 10th Floor · Suite 1078 • B~ton Rouge, Louisiana 70802 


(225) 342-7591 · Fax (225) 342-9439 • htrp://www.dnrlouisiana.gov 


An Equal Opportwtity Employer 


http:htrp://www.dnrlouisiana.gov
http://www.dnr.state.la.us/crrn/coastmgt/cup/cup.asp


P20Il1418, SoliciUltion of Views 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY - FEMA 
10/28/2011 
Page 2 

If you have any questions, would like to request an application packet or would like to schedule a 
pre-application meeting, please contact Jessica Williamson at (225) 219-9530 or 
jessica. williamson@la.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Karl L. Morgan 
Administrator 

Karl L. Morgan/jw 

Attachments 

mailto:williamson@la.gov


P20111418, Solicitation of Views 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY - FEMA 
10/28/2011 
Page 3 

Final Plats: 

I)P20111418 Final Plats 10/25/2011 

cc: 	 Pete Serio, COE w/plats 
Dave Butler, LDWF w/plats 
Peggy Rooney, OCM w/plats 
Tim Killeen, CMDIFI w/plats 
Orleans Parish w/plats 



BOBBY JINCAL 

GOVERNOR ~hde of 1fioutsilma: 
ROBI!:RT J. BARHAM 

SECRETARY 

DEPARTMENT OF WILDUFE AND FlSHERIES JIMMY L. ANTHONY 

OFFICE OF W1LDUFE ASSlaTAI'IT SECRETARY 

Date November 10, 2011 

Name Kelley Rowe 

Company FEMA 

Street Address 1 Seine Court 

City, State, Zip New Orleans, La 70114 

Project Xavier University of Louisiana 
Change of Location of Tennis Courts 

ProjectID 5992011 

Invoice Number 11111013 

Personnel of the Habitat Section of the Coastal & Non-Game Resources Division have reviewed the preliminary data for 
the captioned project. After careful review of our database, no impacts to rare, threatened, or endangered species or critical 
habitats are anticipated for the proposed project. No state or federal parks, wildlife refuges, scenic streams, or wildlife 
management areas are known at the specified site within Louisiana's boundaries. 

The Louisiana Natural Heritage Program (LNHP) has compiled data on rare, endangered, or otherwise significant plant and 
animal species, plant communities, and other natural features throughout the state of Louisiana. Heritage reports 
summarize the existing infonnation known at the time of the request regarding the location in question. The quantity and 
quality ofdata collected by the LNHP are dependent on the research and observations of many individuals. In most cases, 
this infonnation is not the result of comprehensive or site-specific field surveys; many natural areas in Louisiana have not 
been surveyed. This report does not address the occurrence of wetlands at the site in question. Heritage reports should not 
be considered final statements on the biological elements or areas being considered, nor should they be substituted for on
site surveys required for envirorunental assessments. LNHP requires that this office be acknowledged in all reports as the 
source of all data provided here. If at any time Heritage tracked species are encountered within the project area, please 
contact the LNHP Data Manager at 225-765-2643. If you have any questions, or need additional infonnation, please call 
225-765-2357. 

Sincerely, 

~~-
Amity Bass, Coordinator 
Natural Heritage Program 

P.O. BOX QaOOO • BA"ION ROUeE. LOUISIANA 70696.gooo· PHONE <Z25l 765-2600 

AN E:ou.+.L OPPORl\)NnY E:MPLOT'ER 




Rowe, Kelly (CTR) 

From: Lisa Abernathy [Lisa.Abernathy@noaa.gov] 

Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2011 13:30 

To: Rowe, Kelly (CTR) 

Subject: Solicitation of Views - FEMA All Project: Xavier University of Louisiana Change of Location 


New Tennis Courts 
Attachments: Solicitation of Views - FEMA AI Project Xavier University of Louisiana Change of Location 

New Tennis Courts.eml 

Ms. Rowe, 

I have reviewed the Solicitation of Views for the "Xavier University of Louisiana Change of 
Location New Tennis Courts" project. This project is not located in an area supportive of 
marine fishery species, or categorized as essential fish habitat. As such, further 
coordination with NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service in not necessary. 

Thank you, 

Lisa Abernathy 
NMFS - Baton Rouge 
225-389-0508 x209 

mailto:Lisa.Abernathy@noaa.gov


.. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

P. O. BOX 60267 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267 

REPLY TO 
ATIENTlON OF 

Operations Division NOV 10 2011 
Operations Manager, 

Completed Works 

Ms. Kelly Rowe 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
1 Siene Court 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70114 

Dear Ms. Rowe: 

This is in response to your Solicitation of Views request dated October 26, 2011, concerning 
the Xavier University Tennis Court, at New Orleans, Louisiana, in Orleans Parish. 

We have reviewed your request for potential Department of the Army regulatory 
requirements and impacts on any Department of the Army projects_ 

We do not anticipate any adverse impacts to any Corps of Engineers projects. 

We have reviewed your project and determined that a Department of the Army permit under 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will not be required. However, wetlands have been 
identified in the immediate vicinity of this property. Any changes or modifications to the 
proposed project will require a revised determination. Additionally, any work outside the 
footprint of the existing structures wiU require a revised determination. 

You are advised that this determination is valid for a period of 5 years from the date of this 
letter unless new information warrants revision prior to the expiration date or the District 
Commander has identified, after public notice and comment, that specific geographic areas with 
rapidly changing environrnenta1 conditions merit re-verification on a more frequent basis. 

Off-site locations of activities such as borrow, disposals, haul-and detour-roads and work 
mobilization site developments may be subject to Department of the Army regulatory 
requirements and may have an impact on a Department of the Army project. 

Please contact Mr. Robert Heffuer, of our Regulatory Branch by telephone at (504) 862
1288, or bye-mail at Robert.A.Heffner@usace.anny.mil for questions concerning wetlands 
determinations or need for on-site evaluations. Questions concerning regulatory permit 
requirements may be addressed to Mr. Michael Farabee by telephone at (504) 862-2292 or by e
mail at Michael.V.Farabee@usace.anny_mil. 

mailto:Michael.V.Farabee@usace.anny_mil
mailto:Robert.A.Heffner@usace.anny.mil


-2

Future correspondence concerning this matter should reference our account nwnber MVN
2011-02840-SA. This will allow us to more easily locate records ofprevious correspondence, 
and thus provide a quicker response. 

Sincerely, 

Karen L. Oberlies 
Solicitation ofViews Manager 



Rowe. Kelly (CTR) 

From: Mick. Tamara@epamail.epa.gov 

Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2011 13:33 

To: Rowe, Kelly (CTR) 

Cc: 'amy.e.powell.mvn02@army.mil'; 'Karl.morgan@la.gov'; 'mick.tamara@epamail.epa.gov'; 


Borden, Adam; 'amy_trahan@fws.gov'; 'beth.dixon@la.gov'; 'cmichon@wlf.la.gov'; 
'Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov' 

Subject: Re: Solicitation of Views - FEMA All Project: Xavier University of Louisiana Change of 
Location New Tennis Courts 

Attachments: ATT00001 .. gif 

Kelly - EPA has no objection to the proposed project. Thanks. 

Tamara Mick 
US EPA Region 6 
Marine & Wetlands Section 
Dallas TX 75202 
214-665-7134 

From: "Rowe, Kelly (CTR)" <Kelly.Rowe@associates.fema.dhs.gov> 

To: '"beth.dixon@la.gov''' <beth.dixOn@la.gov>, "'amy.e.powell.mvn02@army.mil'" <'amy.e.powell.mvn02@army.mil'>, "'mick.tamara@epamail.epa.gov''' 

<'mick.tamara@epamail.epa.gov'>, "'cmichon@wlf.la.gov''' <cmichon@wlf.la.gov>, "'Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov''' <Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov>, 

'"Karl.morgan@la.gov'" <'Karl.morgan@la.gov'>, "'amy-trahan@fws.gov'" <amy trahan@fws.gov> 

Cc: "Borden, Adam" <Adam.Borden@fema.dhs.qov> 

Date: 10/25/2011 12:01 PM 

Subject: Solicitation of Views - FEMA NI Project: Xavier University of Louisiana Change of Location New Tennis Courts 


F MA 
u.s. 

Department of Homeland Security 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
FEMA-DR 1603/1607 LA 
1 Seine Court 
New Orleans, LA 70114 

October 25, 2011 
MEMORANDUM TO: See Distribution 
SUBJECT: Scoping Notification/Solicitation of Views 
To Whom It May Concern: 
The Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is mandated by the U.S . Congress to 
administer Federal disaster assistance pursuant to the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (Stafford Act), 
PL 93-288, as amended. The Stafford Act authorizes FEMA's Public Assistance Program to provide emergency temporary 
administrative, educational, medical, or other support facilities for areas impacted by disasters while repairs and reconstruction of 
storm damaged facilities are being undertaken . 
The attached figures show the location for a proposed project for which FEMA funding has been requested. 
On August 29, 2005 the Hurricane Katrina caused extensive damage to the Xavier University of Louisiana facilities. The applicant is 

proposing to construct new tennis courts on a city block formerly occupied by small commercial businesses. More recently most of 

these businesses were engaged in auto and auto body repair services. This 1.8 acre block/site is located south of the main 
Xavier University campus, south of Washington Avenue. It is bounded by Stroelitz, Broadway, Palm and Pine 
Streets. 

mailto:Adam.Borden@fema.dhs.qov
mailto:trahan@fws.gov
mailto:amy-trahan@fws.gov
mailto:Karl.morgan@la.gov
mailto:Karl.morgan@la.gov
mailto:Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov
mailto:Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov
mailto:cmichon@wlf.la.gov
mailto:cmichon@wlf.la.gov
mailto:mick.tamara@epamail.epa.gov
mailto:mick.tamara@epamail.epa.gov
mailto:amy.e.powell.mvn02@army.mil
mailto:amy.e.powell.mvn02@army.mil
mailto:beth.dixOn@la.gov
mailto:beth.dixon@la.gov
mailto:Kelly.Rowe@associates.fema.dhs.gov
mailto:Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov
mailto:cmichon@wlf.la.gov
mailto:beth.dixon@la.gov
mailto:amy_trahan@fws.gov
mailto:mick.tamara@epamail.epa.gov
mailto:Karl.morgan@la.gov
mailto:amy.e.powell.mvn02@army.mil
mailto:Tamara@epamail.epa.gov


To ensure compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Executive Orders (EOs), and other applicable Federal 

regulations, we will prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) to address the construction of the tennis courts upon the site formerly 

occupied by the small commercial facilities. To assist us in preparation of the EA, we request that your office review the attached 

documents for a determination as to the requirements of any formal consultations, regulatory permits, determinations, or 

authorizations. 

Please respond within 30 calendar days of the date of this scoping notification. 

Comments may be faxed to (504) 762-2323 emailed to Kelly.Rowe@associates.dhs .gov or mailed to the attention ofKeUy Rowe, 

Environmental and Historical Preservation Department, at the address above . 

For questions regarding this matter, please contact Kelly Rowe, Environmental Specialist at (504) 762-2394. 


Distribution: LDEQ, USEPA, USFWS, USACE, LDWF, LDNR 

Regards, 
Kelly Rowe, CFM, PG, CEG, CH (CTR) 
Environmental/Floodplain Specialist 
FLUOR Contractor 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
1 Siene Court 
New Orleans, LA 70114 
(714) 747-7573 (cell) 
(504) 762-2394 (desk) 
(504) 762-2323 (fax) 
E-mail: Kelly.Rowe@associates.dhs.gov [attachment "Fig_1_Location_Map.pdf" deleted by Tamara Mick/R6/USEPA/USj [attachment 
"Fig_2_SiteMap.pdf" deleted by Tamara Mick/R6/USEPA/USj [attachment "Fig_3_SiteMap.pdf" deleted by Tamara 

Mick/R6/USEPA/USj 
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mailto:Kelly.Rowe@associates.dhs.gov
mailto:Kelly.Rowe@associates.dhs.gov
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.~ 
"Rowe, Kelly (CTR)" 
<Kel/y.Rowe@associates .fem 
a.dhs.gov> 

10/25/2011 11 :58 AM 

To 	 "'beth.dixon@la .gov~ <beth.dixon@la .gov>, 

"'amy.e.powell .mvn02@army.mir" 

<·amy.e.powell .mvn02@army.mil'>, 


cc 	 "Borden, Adam" <Adam.Borden@fema.dhs.gov> 

bee 

Subject 	 Solicitation of Views - FEMA All Project: Xavier University of 
Louisiana Change of Location New Tennis Courts 

FEMA 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

Federal 
Emergency M.uagement Agency 

FEMA-DR 
1603/1607 l.A 

1 Seine Court 
New Orleans, 

LA 70114 
October 25, 20 II 
MEMORANDUM TO: See Distribution 
SUBJECT: Scoping Notification/Solicitation of Views 
To Whom It May Concern: 
The Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is 
mandated by the U.S. Congress to administer Federal disaster assistance pursuant to the Robert 
T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (Stafford Act), PL 93-288, as 
amended. The Stafford Act authorizes fEMA's Public Assistance Program to provide 
emergency temporary administrative, educational, medical, or other support facilities for areas 
impacted by disasters while repairs and reconstruction of storm damaged facilities are being 
undertaken. 
The attached figures show the location for a proposed project for which FEMA funding has 
been requested. 
On August 29,2005 the Hurricane Katrina caused extensive damage to the Xavier University of 

Louisiana facilities. The applicant is proposing to construct new tennis courts on a city block 
formerly occupied by small commercial businesses. More recently most of these businesses 
were engaged in auto and auto body repair services. This 1.8 acre block/site is located south 
of the main Xavier University campus, south of Washington Avenue. It is bounded by 
Stroelitz, Broadway, Palm and Pine Streets. 
To ensure compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Executive Orders 
(EOs), and other applicable Federal regulations, we will prepare an Environmental Assessment 
(EA) to address the construction of the tennis courts upon the site formerly occupied by the 
small commercial facilities. To assist us in preparation of the EA, we request that your office 
review the attached documents for a determination as to the requirements of any formal 
consultations, regulatory permits, determinations, or authorizations. 
Please respond within 30 calendar days of the date of this scoping notification. 
Comments may be faxed to (504) 762-2323 emailed to Kelly.Rowe@associates.dhs.gov or 
mailed to the attention of Kelly Rowe, Environmental ana Historical Preservation Department, 
at the address above. 

mailto:Kelly.Rowe@associates.dhs.gov
mailto:Adam.Borden@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:amy.e.powell.mvn02@army.mil
mailto:amy.e.powell.mvn02@army.mir
mailto:beth.dixon@la.gov
mailto:beth.dixon@la.gov
http:a.dhs.gov
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For questions regarding this matter, please contact Kelly Rowe, Environmental Specialist at 
(504) 762-2394. 

Distribution: LDEQ, USEPA, USFWS, USACE, LDWF, LDNR 
Regards, 
Kelly Rowe, CFM, PG, CEG, CH (CTR) 

Environmental/Floodplain Specialist 

FLUOR Contractor 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 

1 Siene Court 

New Orleans, LA 70114 
(714) 747-7573 (cell) 

(504) 762-2394 (desk) 

(504) 762-2323 (fax) 

E-mail: Kelly.Rowe@associates.dhs.gov Fi9_U_oatiorU"ap.pd A~L~Sl.Map.pd A!;L3_SleMap.pcf 
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Appendix D 

Public Notice 

Xavier University Tennis Courts - DRAFT Environmental Assessment (May 2012) 



FEMA PUBLIC NOTICE OF A V AILABILITY 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND 


DRAFT FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

FOR 


RECONSTRUCTION AT AN ALTERNATE LOCATION 

OF THE 

XAVIER UNIVERSITY TENNIS COURTS 

ORLEANS PARISH, LOUISIANA 


Interested parties are hereby notified that the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has 
prepared a Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for a proposed reconstruction and relocation of the 
Hurricane Katrina-damaged Xavier University tennis courts fonnerly located in the eastern 
quadrant of the block bounded by Pine Street, Howard Avenue, S. Carrolton Avenue and Drexel 
Drive, behind the University's College of Pharmacy in the City of New Orleans. The two 
damaged tennis courts have since been removed to allow for the construction of an addition to 
the College ofPhannacy. The University now proposes to construct new tennis courts to replace 
the damaged and demolished courts, at a new location approximately .19 mile from the original 
location, bounded by Pine, Stroelitz, Broadway, and Palm streets. The University plans to 
centralize the academic component of its athletics program on this site to maximize teaching 
opportunities and offer greater convenience to its students. Relocating the tennis courts to this 
site is a component of that plan. The geographic coordinates of the approximate center of the 
proposed site are: latitude: 29.962139; longitude: -90107623. 

Xavier University seeks Federal grant funds for this action, eligible for repairs or replacement under 
a Presidential Disaster Declaration signed on August 29, 2005 (FEMA-1603-DR-LA). Per the 
National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4371 et seq.), and associated environmental statutes, a 
Draft EA has been prepared to evaluate the action's potential impacts on the human and natural 
environment. The Draft EA summarizes the purpose and need, alternative site analysis, affected 
environment, and potential environmental consequences associated with the proposed action. 

The Draft EA and Draft Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) are available for review at the 
New Orleans Public Library, located at 219 Loyola Avenue, New Orleans, LA 70112, from May 28, 
2012 through June 11,2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday, and 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday. Additionally, a public notice regarding the proposed action will be 
published in the Times Picayune newspaper for five (5) consecutive days: May 28-June 1,2012. The 
comment period will be fifteen (15) days, beginning on May 28, 2012 and concluding June 11, 2012. 
Written comments on the Draft EA or related matters can be faxed to FEMA's Louisiana Recovery 
Office at (504) 762-2323; or mailed to FEMA Louisiana Recovery Office, EHP - Xavier Tennis 
Courts EA, 1 Seine Court, New Orleans, Louisiana 70114. The Draft EA can be viewed and 
downloaded from FEMA's website: http://www.fema.gov/planlehp/envdocuments/ea-region6.shtm. 

Based on FEMA's findings to date, no significant adverse environmental effects are anticipated. 
However, if FEMA receives new information that results in a change from no adverse effects then 
FEMA would revise the findings and issue a second public notice allowing time for additional 
comments. 

Xavier University Tennis Courts - DRAFT Environmental Assessment (May 2012) 

http://www.fema.gov/planlehp/envdocuments/ea-region6.shtm


1fno substantive comments are received, the Draft EA and associated Draft FONS1 will become final 
and this initial Public Notice will also serve as the final Public Notice. Substantive comments will be 
addressed as appropriate in the final documents. 

Xavier University Tennis Courts - DRAFT Environmental Assessment (May 2012) 


