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GIS Parcel Map of Existing Station 
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Eight Step Planning Process and Analysis for Critical Action Facilities 
 
 

Step 1: Based on FEMA FIRM and 
National Wetlands Inventory Maps, 
determine if the critical action facility is 
located within a 500 year floodplain, 100 
year floodplain, and/or wetland area. 

Project Analysis: The Flood Insurance Rate Map 
number 34031C0212F, Panel 0212F, in Passaic 
County, New Jersey has located a portion of the 
proposed site within the 500 year floodplain, 
triggering the Eight Step Process for Critical Action 
Facilities.  However, based on the Nation al Wetland 
Inventory data, the proposed site is not located on or 
adjacent to wetlands. 

Step 2: Notification of the public at the 
earliest time of the intent to carry out an 
action in a floodplain or wetland, and 
involve the public in the decision making 
process. 

Project Analysis: The City of Paterson Fire 
Department will publish a notice in a newspaper 
informing the public that a draft EA of the proposed 
action is available for a 15 day review period. 

Step 3: Identify and evaluate practicable 
alternatives to locating the Proposed action 
in a floodplain or wetland. 

Project Analysis: Three (3) alternatives were 
evaluated in this EA: 
 
Alternative 1:  No Action. 
 
Alternative 2:  Reconstruction of the Grand Street 
Fire House. 
 

• Under this alternative, the existing firehouse 
located outside of wetlands and 500 year 
floodplain would be renovated to address the 
multiple safety, health, fire safety, and 
structural deficiencies. 
 

• This alternative was dismissed due to the 
substantial cost required to renovate a 
historic structure and the size of the 
firehouse would not be able to be increased 
to accommodate the needs of the fire 
department service area. 
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Step 3 (Continued): Project Analysis (Continued):  
 
Alternative 3: Construction of New Engine 
Company No. 7 on McBride Avenue (Proposed 
Action).  
 

• In this alternative the proposed is site 
partially located within the 500 year 
floodplain.  This site was selected since it 
best meets the needs of the fire department’s 
service area including providing access to 
the Passaic River for an emergency boat 
launch up-stream of the Great Falls (declared 
a National Park), provides the best response 
time for service area, and no other 
brownfields or underdeveloped areas were 
located within the service area.  The 
proposed action will provide positive social 
and economic impacts since improved 
emergency response will benefit all 
residences and businesses in the service area. 

Step 4: Identify the full range of potential 
direct or indirect impacts associated with 
the occupancy or modification of 
floodplains and wetlands, and the potential 
direct and indirect support of floodplain and 
wetland development that could result from 
the Proposed Action. 

Project Analysis: The proposed project will have a 
permanent impact to the 500 year floodplain.  The 
project will remove soil from the site, increasing the 
flood storage area.  The proposed action will also 
increase the impervious cover on the site, reducing 
rainwater infiltration.  There is no planned grading 
or development inside of the 100 year floodplain.  
The project is not anticipated to adversely impact 
wetlands. 

Step 5: Minimize the potential adverse 
impacts from work within floodplains and 
wetlands (identified under Step 4), restore 
and preserve the natural and beneficial 
values served by wetlands. 

Project Analysis: The proposed project will be built 
outside of the 100 year floodplain to minimize 
impacts to the floodplain.  The proposed building 
and above-ground utilities (i.e. generator), will be 
elevated at or above the Base Flood Elevation of the 
500 year floodplain. The grant applicant will be 
responsible for obtaining an elevation certificate or 
other permit from their local floodplain management 
administrator. 
 
The proposed project has will have no impact to 
wetlands. 
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Step 6: Reevaluate the Proposed Action to 
determine: 1) if it is still practicable in light 
of its exposure to flood hazards; 2) the 
extent to which it will aggravate the hazards 
to others; 3) its potential to disrupt 
floodplain and wetland values. 

Project Analysis: The proposed action remains 
practicable despite its exposure to flood hazards and 
increase in the impervious coverage due to the 
conditions of the existing firehouse and the benefits 
that the new firehouse will provide to the public.   
Removing fill material in the flood hazard area will 
increase the flood storage area, reducing hazards to 
others. 

Step 7: If the agency decides to take an 
action in a floodplain or wetland, prepare 
and provide the public with a finding and 
explanation of any final decision that the 
floodplain or wetland is the only practicable 
alternative.  The explanation should include 
any relevant factors considered in the 
decision making process. 

Project Analysis: A public notice will be published 
in a newspaper of general circulation informing the 
public of FEMA’s decision to proceed with the 
proposed project.  The notice will include a 
statement discussing the impacts to the floodplain, 
the rational for the impacts to the floodplain, 
descriptions of all significant facts considered in the 
decision process, a list of alternatives considered, a 
statement indicating that the proposed action will 
conforms to state and local floodplain protection 
standards, and a statement of discussing how 
mitigation will be achieved. 

Step 8: Review the implementation and 
post-implementation phases of the Proposed 
Action to ensure that the requirements of 
the Eos are fully implemented. Oversight 
responsibility shall be integrated into 
existing processes. 

Project Analysis: This step is integrated into the 
NEPA process and FEMA project management and 
oversight functions. 
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