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April 2: Feedback deadline 
for FEMA’s National 
Frameworks 
 
April 6: Nominations due for 
National Youth 
Preparedness Council. Apply 
at YPC@icfi.com.   
 
April 12: New Orleans East 
Regional Library Grand 
Opening; Read Blvd, New 
Orleans, La.; 2 p.m. 
 
April 18-20: Louisiana 
Floodplain Management 
Association 29th Annual 
Technical and Business 
Conference; Baton Rouge, 
La. 
 
May 20-25: Association of 
State Floodplain Managers 
2012 National Conference; 
San Antonio, Texas 
 

 
 

 
Gustav/Ike: 2 units 

 
 
 
 

March 30, 2012 

Announcements                                                
 

What are Preliminary Damage Assessments? 
 
The first step in the disaster declaration process following a disaster is a request by 
the state governor for a Preliminary Damage Assessment (PDA). This step is 
conducted by a joint team of officials representing federal, state, tribal and local 
agencies who survey the damage in the designated areas. During the survey, the 
PDA team will assess the impact on individual homes, public infrastructure and 
the overall community.  
 
Information gathered during a PDA is used to determine whether the damage 
exceeds the capabilities of the state and local governments. If the state governor 
determines that it does, he or she will submit a written request to the president for 
federal assistance, specifying the affected areas and type of assistance needed.  
 
For more details about the PDA process and what roles you may play, please visit 
FEMA’s website or check out What Preliminary Damage Assessments Really 
Mean on the FEMA blog. 
 
 

2012 Louisiana State Citizen Corps Conference Held in Kenner 
 
Over 50 participants representing more than 10 parishes came together on Friday, 
March 23, 2012, at the Pontchartrain Center in Kenner, La., to learn about program 
options and discuss best practices for volunteer emergency preparedness and 
response organizations.  The conference was organized by the Louisiana State 
Citizen Corps and the Jefferson Parish Community Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) program.  
 
Kevin Davis, GOHSEP Director, was on hand to  
welcome the group. Speakers included Regina  
Moran, FEMA’s Director of Youth Preparedness,  
and Chief Butch Browning, Jr., Louisiana State  
Fire Marshal.  
 
In addition to a full day of seminars, participants  
joined community volunteers in an emergency  
response triage exercise on Saturday, March 24,  
2012. During the exercise, local CERT teams tested their training as they attended 
to survivors of a simulated accident in Kenner, La.    
 
Citizen Corps is coordinated nationally by FEMA’s Individual and Community 
Preparedness Division. As of January 2012, there were more than 1100 Citizen 
Corps Councils nationwide.  

                 Contacts   
News Desk: (504) 762-2477   
 

External Affairs Director, Andrea Davis: (504) 247-6628 / Andrea.Davis1@dhs.gov 
 

Outreach Lead, Amy Connolly: (225) 678-6673  / Amy.Connolly@dhs.gov  
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Madame C. J. Walker 
Entrepreneur 

First Self‐Made American 
Woman Millionaire 

DOES YOUR BUSINESS HAVE A 
CONTINUITY PLAN? 

IF NOT, CLICK BELOW OR VISIT 
WWW.READY.GOV.  

CERT volunteers transport a sur-
vivor during Saturday’s exercise.  
Photo: Sherry Gambino 
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