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What is the purpose of the National Disaster Housing Task Force (NDHTF)?  
Promote Preparedness / Provide Guidance / Coordinate Housing Resources

· Provides an interagency coordination structure to advance strategic housing planning that improves resiliency, promotes partnerships, encourages innovation, and enables communities to address housing needs with appropriate resources in response to a disaster.
· Promotes strategic planning across the disaster housing continuum of sheltering, interim housing, and permanent housing to help communities prepare for, and recover from, disaster.
· Identifies a comprehensive approach to the provision of disaster housing, and promotes effective sequencing of Federal programs to address gaps, avoid duplication and ensure efficient delivery of housing assistance.
· Encourages State- and locally-led initiatives through the promotion of community-based task forces in order to strengthen disaster housing capabilities. Offers guidance on task force planning efforts and activities, provides technical assistance, and identifies resources to support local disaster housing efforts.
· Coordinates Federal level internal and external communication and channels critical information to the community-based task forces.
· Implements, updates, and maintains the National Disaster Housing Strategy, which provides a framework for addressing the housing needs of disaster survivors.

Who is the NDHTF?
· NDHTF membership is composed of Federal agency partners, including the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), U.S. Access Board, Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Department of Justice (DOJ), Department of the Interior (DOI), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), General Services Administration (GSA), Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), National Council on Disability (NCD), Small Business Administration (SBA), U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), who contribute disaster housing expertise, research, and programs. 
· The NDHTF is staffed by FEMA employees of the Recovery Directorate.


What specific support does the NDHTF provide?
· Develops plans, procedures, and guidance that delineate strategic planning principles that apply to disaster housing, define the roles and responsibilities of the whole community, and describe Federal partner agency resources and their disaster housing application.
· Serves as a vehicle for information sharing regarding policies, programs, and projects. Explores new ways to address housing issues and links disaster housing needs with potential resources, best practices, and innovative ways to use programs to recover from disaster.
· Provides technical assistance in coordination with FEMA’s regional offices to strengthen State-led disaster housing strategies and task forces.
· In large-scale disaster operations, upon request, serves in an advisory capacity to the Joint Field Office, the State-led Disaster Housing Task Force, or other applicable entities, providing expert knowledge, analysis, professional experience and guidance, and advises leadership on solutions to urgent disaster-specific housing challenges.
· Manages the National Disaster Recovery Program Database, http://www.fema.gov/recovery/nat_disaster_recovery_prog_database/index.shtm, a web-based central resource for recovery managers to view public, private, and non-profit sector programs and grants.

How does the NDHTF relate to other programs?
· Provides a forum for Federal agencies to discuss assistance gaps, duplications and innovative solutions, and integrate information and programs of partner organizations to better support State and local disaster housing efforts while engaging the whole community in disaster housing preparedness efforts nationwide. 
· Serves as an interagency coordination body to support the Housing Recovery Support Function in catastrophic or multi-state disasters, ensuring the integration of planning principles and effective sequencing of programs.
· Provides a mechanism to discuss interagency conflicts associated with disaster housing.

What the NDHTF does not do. 
· Does not direct, command or approve any federal department or agency recovery funding or program. Agencies continue to operate under their own independent authority.
· Does not provide any grant funding.  The NDHTF works with FEMA’s regional offices to provide technical assistance to State and local governments that seek assistance in creating robust disaster housing task forces and strategic plans.
· Does not replace State or local responsibility or authority for disaster housing decision making or planning.
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National Disaster Housing Efforts

To focus national attention on disaster housing to improve sheltering, interim housing, and permanent housing efforts. FEMA will
established a National Disaster Housing Task Force (NDHTF), comprised of Federal agency partners. The NDHTF is tasked with
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