
 

17 January 2011 
 
Ms. Laurie N. Kiniry 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
US Department of Agriculture 
101 South Main 
Temple, Texas  76501-6624  
 
RE: Proposed Jefferson County Drainage District No. 6 Project: 

Tyrrell Park Subdivision Drainage Improvements  
Beaumont, Jefferson County, Texas 

 HJN 090042 EA 
 
Dear Ms. Kiniry:   
 
Jefferson County Drainage District No. 6 (DD6) implements and maintains drainage projects 
throughout the Districts’ 486 square mile area located in Jefferson County and includes the 
cities of Beaumont, Bevil Oaks, China and Nome, Texas.  DD6 also works with other 
jurisdictions to indentify flood-prone areas to encourage inclusion of flood-damage avoidance 
measures in land development.  DD6 has applied to the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) for grant funding to assist with drainage improvements in the Tyrrell Park 
Subdivision of Beaumont.  The federal funding process requires compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  This coordination letter is being provided for your agency’s’ 
response in conformance with NEPA procedures.   
 
The 131-acre watershed in the City of Beaumont, which is the subject of this grant application, 
experiences frequent structure flooding.  The watershed is a developed subdivision known as 
the “Upper Ditch 200-B2 Watershed.”  The subdivision is known as Tyrrell Park and it lies in 
southern Beaumont, Texas.  Some level of structure flooding occurs during rainfall events with a 
recurrence interval of five (5) years.  The cause of the structure flooding is the fact that the 
finished floor elevations of the structures are right at natural ground elevation, and this natural 
ground is lower in many circumstances than the elevation of the outfall structures that drain to 
Willow Marsh Bayou.  The flow rates generated by the run-off from the 131 acres causes head 
loss through the crossings and ditches, and causes floodwaters to enter the houses in the area.   
 
The proposed drainage improvements include construction of two small detention basins (14 
acre feet), increasing the size of a road crossing, and buyout of five (5) homes which are 
situated in the lowest elevations in the area and subject to repetitive flooding.  The buyout area 
will be used for the detention basins.  The net result of this effort will be a lower 100-year water 
surface in the area, and a significant reduction in flooding.  By removing the lowest homes, the 
design water surface can be increased.  
 
Maps depicting the proposed drainage improvements are attached.  The proposed project is 
located within the FEMA 500-year floodplain (Zone X).  The project will not impact wetlands or 
waters of the US.  On-site photographs are also attached.   
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Soils on the subject site include League Clay soils.  The League soils are classified as prime 
farmland soils. However, since the project area has already been converted to urban uses, we 
have determined that the project would be exempt from the Farmland Protection Policy Act 
(FPPA).   
 
In accordance with NEPA and the FPPA, your concurrence with our determination of exempt 
status for the subject project is requested.  Your prompt attention to this matter would be greatly 
appreciated, as your response is necessary to complete the application process for Jefferson 
County DD6’s grant from FEMA.  
 
Please call me should you have any questions concerning this project or if I can be of any 
further assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 
For Horizon Environmental Services, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
C. Lee Sherrod   
Vice President    
 






