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Levees and Flood Insurance:
Your risk.  Your choice.

Levees are de-accredited

[Construction of/improvements to] the levees in this area have led to the release of your property from the Federal flood insurance requirement.  As a result, flood insurance is now a choice rather than a requirement.  Before making this important decision, learn more about your flood risk and flood insurance options.

Know the facts

Levee protection comes with risk 

All levees are built to reduce the risks associated with a specific level of flooding.  However, storms can bring floodwaters that exceed that level, causing levees to overtop or fail. 

Wherever it can rain, it can flood
More than twenty percent of flood claims come from areas where flood insurance is a choice, not a requirement.  Heavy rains, blocked creeks, inadequate drainage and changes in water flow can all cause flooding.
Most homeowners policies do not cover flood damage 

 Flood insurance is the best way to protect against financial loss from flooding.

Review your options 

When your property is released from the Federal flood insurance requirement, you likely have three options:

1. Convert to a low-cost Preferred Risk Policy.  Preferred Risk Policies (PRPs) from the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) are available for properties in moderate- and low-risk areas.  They give you the same level of flood insurance protection as your current policy, including contents coverage, with significantly lower premiums.  Confirm that you qualify for the preferred risk rate with your insurance agent.  

2. Make no change.  If you do not convert to a PRP, your flood insurance coverage will continue, but you will not be taking advantage of the PRP savings.

3. Take your chances.  To cancel your flood insurance, you must first obtain the written permission of your lender.  Lenders do have the option to require insurance in moderate- and low-risk flood zones.  In the short term, cancellation will save you money.  But in the long term, it could cost you dearly. 
Stay protected from floods

Consider the flood risk behind any levee.  Review your options, including low-cost preferred risk flood insurance.  Then choose the level of flood protection that is right for you.  There are other important steps residents near levees can take to protect themselves and their property.  Consider elevating buildings to reduce the likelihood that floodwaters will damage a structure.  Familiarize yourself with local evacuation plans to help ensure safety in larger flood events and follow notices from local officials on when to evacuate. Make a plan and have supplies and provisions on hand in case of an emergency.  Finally, establish a communications plan and have a point of contact for family and friends.  For more information on preparing for an emergency, visit www,ready.gov.
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