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United States Department of the Interior 
 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
 
                                   ECOLOGICAL SERVICES 

MONTANA FIELD OFFICE 

585 SHEPARD WAY 

HELENA, MONTANA 59601 
PHONE (406) 449-5225, FAX (406) 449-5339 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M.12 FEMA        September 2, 2011 

 

 

Richard Myers 

Deputy Regional Environmental Officer 

FEMA Region VIII 

DFC, Building 710, Box 25267 

Denver, CO  80225-0267 

 

Dear Mr. Myers: 

 

This is in response to your May 6, 2011 request from the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA) for concurrence with your effects determinations on federally listed species and 

critical habitat affected by the proposed Cottonwood Creek bridge replacements and channel 

improvements project, in Powell County, Montana.  The purpose of this project is to replace two 

existing bridges and implement flood hazard mitigations through widening segments of the 

Cottonwood Creek channel.  The project would replace the existing single-span Main Street 

Bridge in Deer Lodge with a three-span, 65-feet wide by 53-feet long bridge, with associated 

improvements to the adjacent roadway and sidewalks for a total length of 200 feet to provide an 

appropriate transition length to the new bridge.  Additionally, the project would replace the 

existing Deer Lodge 2
nd

 Street Bridge with a single-span structure that would be elevated to 

accommodate a 900 cfs flood event, and include new abutments to match recent channel 

reconstruction.  The adjacent roadway would also be improved for a length of 200 feet to provide 

an appropriate transition to the new bridge.  In addition to the bridge replacements, the project 

would also widen approximately 350 feet of the Cottonwood Creek channel to transition in and 

out of the new bridges, and elevate an embankment between two railroad bridges downstream of 

the 2
nd

 Street Bridge for flood mitigation.  This letter addresses only project-related effects to 

listed species and critical habitat that may occur in the project vicinity in accordance with the 

Endangered Species Act of 1973 (Act), as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), and does not 

address the overall environmental acceptability of the proposed action. 

 

We have reviewed the biological assessment for the proposed project and concur with your 

determinations that the project is not likely to adversely affect grizzly bears (Ursus arctos 

horribilis), Canada lynx (Lynx canadensis), designated lynx critical habitat, and bull trout 

(Salvelinus confluentus) and bull trout critical habitat.  We also concur with your determination 



that the proposed action is not likely to jeopardize the existence of the Sprague’s pipit (Anthus 

spragueii) and wolverine (Gulo gulo luscus), which are candidate species.  Gray wolves (Canis 

lupus) were delisted on May 5, 2011.  Because gray wolves were removed from the Federal list 

of threatened and endangered wildlife, no further section 7 consultation is required for this 

species relative to this project.  We base our concurrences on the information and analysis 

provided to us in the biological assessment you provided along with your request, and on the 

project design and construction activities being conducted as described in FEMA’s biological 

assessment. 

 

This concludes informal consultation pursuant to regulations 50 CFR 402.13 implementing the 

Act.  This project should be re-analyzed if new information reveals effects of the action that may 

affect federally-listed species or critical habitat, or if the project is modified in a manner that 

causes an effect not considered in this consultation. 

 

If you have questions about this letter, please contact Mike McGrath of my staff, at (406) 449-

5225, extension 201. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

                                                                                           
R. Mark Wilson 

Field Supervisor 
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