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1947 Galileo Ct., Suite 103 * Davis, California 95618 {530) 757-3650 » (800) 287-3650 ¢ Fax (530) 757-3670

August 30, 2011

FEMA Region IX
Environmental and Historic Preservation Office

1111 Broadway, Suite 1200
Oakland, CA 94607

Re: Draft Environmental Assessment — Alamo Creek Detention Basin

Dear Sir/Madam:

The Yolo-Solano Air Quality Management District (District) has received the notice of availability for the
above referenced project (project). The project consists of constructing, operating, and maintaining an
approximately 575 acre-foot flood control detention basin on 77 acres of City-owned land in Solano

County.

After reviewing the Draft Environmental Assessment (EA), the District is submitting the following
comments:

1. The District is included in the Sacramento Federal Nonattainment Area (SFNA) for ozone. The
SFNA currently is a “severe” ozone nonattainment area. As a severe nonattainment area, the
applicable general conformity rule threshold rate for both nitrogen oxides {NOx) and volatile
organic compounds (NOx) is 25 tons per year, as specified in 40 CFR Section 51.853. The EA
shows the threshold rates of 50 tons per year for ROG and NOx listed for a “serious”
nonattainment area.

The District has also adopted its own thresholds of significance for the purposes of CEQA and
NEPA analyses. These thresholds are 10 tons per year for ROG, 10 tons per year for NOx, and
80 pounds per day for particulate matter of 10 microns or less in diameter (PM10).

2. Since construction activities associated with the project will produce fugitive dust, the project
proponent should take steps to ensure that best management practices will be implemented to
minimize these emissions. These practices could include:

e Conduct watering as necessary to ensure that visible dust does not pass the project
boundary
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e If there will be any open storage soil piles during construction, apply stabilizers or water
on a daily basis when there is evidence of wind-blown fugitive dust.

e Apply water or other stabilizer once daily on all roads used for vehicular traffic within
the project site.

* Limit speeds on roads used for vehicular traffic within the project site.

¢ Cover all haul vehicles transporting soil.

3. To reduce emissions of NOx, VOC, and PM10 during construction activities, the project
proponent could use equipment with more recent model year engines, and/or incorporate
catalyst and filtration technology on equipment where appropriate. When not actively
performing work, construction equipment should limit idling times to no more than five
minutes.

In conclusion, the District appreciates receiving the project and the opportunity to discuss the
recommendations presented in this letter. If you require additional information, please contact me at
(530) 757-3668.

Sincerely,
Mafthins R Somes

Matthew R. Jones
Supervising Air Quality Planner
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