Federal Emergency Management Agency
Finding of No Significant Impact
Smithville Temporary School Facilities
Smithville, Monroe County, Mississippi
FEMA-1972-DR-MS
July 18, 2011

The Smithville K-12 school facilities located at 60017 Highway 23 in Smithville were heavily damaged by a
tornado on April 27, 2011. The Monroe County School District (MCSD) plans to lease 19.1 acres of
undeveloped land from Monroe County in Smithville for a temporary Smithville K-12 School facility at 60008
Industrial Loop Road, Smithville, MS. It will serve 600 students and 75 staff. The construction area will be
about 900 ft long by 500 ft wide (about 450,000 sf) and cover about 10.3 acres of the 19.1 acre project site.
The project will include constructing permanent utilities (water, sewage and electrical) before placement of
modular classroom units (45), support facilities (12), parking lots, and a school bus drop-off/ pick-up,
turnaround and parking locations. Bus drop-off/pick-up will have space for seven bus parking spaces and a
bus turn around area. One crushed limestone parking area will have 201 parking spaces. Another smalier
crushed iimestone parking area will have 16 parking spaces.

The Proposed Project (Action) as described in its Environmental Assessment (EA) was evaluated for potential
significant adverse impacts on or from: geology, soils, water resources, floodplains, air quality, threatened and
endangered species, cultural resources, noise, traffic, public health and safety, hazardous materials, and
potential disproportionately high and adverse effects on minority or low income populations. The project was
coordinated with Fish and Wildlife Service, Natural Resource Conservation Service, Mississippi Soil and
Water Conservation Commission, Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality, US Environmental
Protection Agency Region 4, Mississippi Railway Cooperative, and Mississippi Department of Wildlife
Fisheries and Parks.

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)
regulations implementing NEPA (40 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] Part 1500 through 1508) direct
FEMA and other federal agencies to take into consideration the environmental consequences of proposed
federally funded projects. Two environmental studies have been prepared that are related to the proposed
project area: 1) Cultural Resources Survey of the Proposed Smithville Industrial Park Expansion, Monroe
Mississippi 1998 and 2) Baseline Environmental Conditions Vegetative Debris Reduction Site Smithville,
Monroe County, Mississippi prepared for US Army Corps of Engineers, Vicksburg District, May 2011,

FEMA'’s EA identified and evaluated potential environmental impacts and determined whether to prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) or a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI). Alternatives evaluated
in the EA include: (1) the No Action Alternative, and (2) the Preferred Alternative (or Proposed Action) which
FEMA would partly fund. Considering the amount of public participation already provided for this project,
and the focused nature of the EA, FEMA determined an adequate public comment period for the Draft EA to
be three days after the publication of the Public Notice. The comment period closed on July 15, 2011. No
substantial negative comments are received during the comrment period.



Finding of No Significant Impact
Smithville Temporary School Facility
Smithville, Monroe Co., MS
7/18/2011

Page 2 of 2

CONDITIONS

The Proposed Action includes many Best Management Practices (BMPs) and adverse impact mitigation
measures. These practices and measures are part of the project Scope of Work. In addition, the following
conditions apply, and failure to comply with these conditions may jeopardize the receipt of Federal funds:

1.

The applicant shall obtain all required local, state, and federal permits and approvals before starting the
Proposed Action, and will comply with any and all conditions imposed.

Any change to the approved project Scope of Work will require re-evaluation for compliance with
NEPA and other Public Laws and Executive Orders.

During ground disturbing activities, the Applicant will (a) monitor ground disturbance and if any
potential archaeological resources are discovered, (b) immediately stop all work within 25 feet of the
“discovery”, and (c) notify the State Historic Preservation Office and FEMA within one business day.

Minimization measures recommended to avoid any potential adverse effects on students, school staff,
and endangered and threatened species include: (a) restrict unnecessary off-road operation of heavy
equipment and material storage; (b) minimize removal of woody and surface vegetation; (c) minimize
soil erosion and sedimentation; and (d) school administration and teachers inform and monitor student
and school staff to minimize their inhalation and ingestion of soil particles. Implementation of the
fifth condition (next) should control and minimize soil erosion, and sedimentation.

Applicant shall apply for, implement, and comply with Large Construction Storm Water General
Permit NPDES Permit MSR10.

FINDING

Based upon the Public Assistance (PA) grant application and Final EA; and in accordance with FEMA
regulations in 44 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 10 for environmental considerations, including
Executive Orders (EO) addressing floodplains (EO 11988), wetlands (EO 11990), and environmental justice
(EO 12898), FEMA determined the proposed project will not significantly affect the quality of the natural and
human environment. As a resuit of this Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI), FEMA will not prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) (44 CFR Part 10.8), and the Proposed Action as described in the PA
grant application, Final EA, and this FONSI may proceed.
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