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               June 24, 2011 

Mr. Bert Bowen 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
FEMA 
502 Clinton Center Drive, Suite 3200 
Clinton, Mississippi 39056 

Dear Mr. Bowen: 

This letter provides the Fish and Wildlife Service’s (Service) recommendations to minimize 
adverse impacts to any threatened or endangered species, pursuant to the emergency consultation 
provisions of section 7(p) of the Act, implementing regulations at 50 CFR § 402.05, and in 
accord with Service policy and procedures described in the section 7 consultation handbook1.  
Section 7(p) of the Act, with implementing regulations and policy, provides certain exemptions 
in presidentially declared disaster areas to the normal process for federal agency consultation 
under section 7 of the Act.  By these exemptions, the completion of formal section 7 
consultation, with the Service’s issuance of a biological opinion, is not required prior to initiating
an emergency federal action that may affect a listed species.  Instead, procedures provide for an 
informal consultation, with Service recommendations to minimize impacts.  When the 
emergency action is completed, FEMA may request formal consultation.  

Emergency Action 

On June 23, 2011, FEMA contacted Kathy Lunceford of this office concerning FEMA’s need to 
provide emergency measures for construction of a temporary school facility in Smithville, 
Monroe County, Mississippi, as a result of tornado damage on April 27, 2011 (Major Disaster 
Declarations FEMA-DR-1972-MS)    

The requested clearance is for a specific site within the Town of Smithville city limits.  The 
emergency action will involve the use of heavy vehicular equipment to construct a new building 

1 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and National Marine Fisheries Service. 1988. Consultation Handbook: Procedures 
for Conducting Consultation and Conference Activities Under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act.  ISBN 0-
16-049596-2. Washington, DC. 

United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Mississippi Field Office 

6578 Dogwood View Parkway, Suite A 
Jackson, Mississippi 39213
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on a currently cleared site (N34.06517/W-88.40020).  The threatened plant Price's potato bean 
(Apios priceana) is found in Monroe County in wooded areas that grade into creek and river 
bottoms.  There is no appropriate habitat for this species on site, however, the plant could be 
affected by increased sedimentation in nearby water bodies.  

Minimization Recommendations 

The Service is required to recommend measures to minimize the adverse effects of emergency 
response actions.  The following measures should be considered and implemented, where 
possible, to avoid and reduce adverse impacts to any protected species: 

� Restrict unnecessary off-road operation of heavy equipment or material storage. 

Heavy equipment should operate as much as possible from existing roads.  Avoid unnecessary 
travel along any ROWs; or through or along the edge of adjacent forests or wetlands.  Store all 
building materials on the construction site. 

� Minimize removal of woody vegetation 

Remove woody vegetation, e.g. trees and shrubs, only where necessary. 

� Minimize erosion and sedimentation. 

Restrict heavy equipment from areas on or within topbank of streams and drains.   

Formal Consultation 

When the emergency action is completed, please contact us for further information concerning 
the potential need for formal consultation after-the-fact.  To initiate formal consultation 
following the emergency, FEMA would provide a description of the emergency, a justification 
for the expedited consultation, an assessment of the impacts of the action to any species, a 
description how and the extent that the Service’s informal recommendations were implemented 
to minimize incidental take, and other information that we mutually agree as relevant.  

If you have questions, please contact Kathy Lunceford in our office (601-218-4298). 

Sincerely,  

for Stephen M. Ricks 
Field Supervisor 
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GPS LOCATION:___N34.06475 E88.40086__________________   

PREPARED BY:  Dan Rude                         FEMA-P.A.C.

Appendix F
                            FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY O.M.B. No. 3067-0151

PHOTO PAGE Expires 6-18-11

DECLARATION NO: PROJECT NO. FIPS NO. DATE CATEGORY
FEMA- 1972 -DR- MS 095-UCLLF-00 6/18/11 B
APPLICANT COUNTY
Monroe County School District Monroe

Near Warehouse looking South along access 
road.

Aerial Photo showing location of Temporary 
School Campus (large field)

Taken North edge of site behind warehouse 
looking West (Bus Pick-up Access road)

Near Warehouse looking SW to site for modular
buildings


