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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

PPM Consultants, Inc. was retained by the City of Mobile to conduct a Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) of an undeveloped, wooded property located near 
the intersection of Bellingrath Road and Old Military Road in Theodore, Alabama.  The 
purpose of this assessment was to identify recognized environmental conditions in 
connection with the property by means of interviews, review of record information, and 
site reconnaissance.  The environmental assessment was conducted in conformance with 
the scope of American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) Standard Practice E 
1527-05. 
 
PPM conducted the site reconnaissance on January 28, 2009.  The property is currently 
wooded and undeveloped, irregular in shape, and encompasses approximately 2.82 acres.  
The historical information researched state that the subject property has been undeveloped 
and vacant since 1940.  County tax records indicate the property has been owned by the 
First Baptist Church, which adjoins the property to the west, since 1978.  Chief James 
Shelly, formally of the Mobile County Fire Department and currently with the Theodore-
Tillmans Corner Volunteer Fire Department, stated that he has been a fireman since 1975 
and does not recall any environmental concerns in the area.  The adjoining properties are 
mixed commercial and residential with undeveloped, wooded and vacant properties.  
 
This assessment has revealed no evidence of recognized environmental conditions in 
connection with the property. 
 
 



 

 1

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 PURPOSE 
 
PPM Consultants, Inc. was retained by the City of Mobile to conduct a Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) of an undeveloped, wooded property located near 
the intersection of Bellingrath Road and Old Military Road in Theodore, Mobile County, 
Alabama.  The purpose of this assessment was to determine if recognized environmental 
conditions were present at the site according to the American Society for Testing and 
Materials (ASTM) E 1527-05 Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessment: Phase 
I Environmental Site Assessment Process.  The purpose of the ASTM standard practice is: 
 
“to define good commercial and customary practice… for conducting an environmental 
site assessment of a parcel of real estate with respect to the range of contaminants within 
the scope of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act 
(CERCLA) and petroleum products.” 
 
The goal of the processes established by this practice is to identify recognized 
environmental conditions associated with the property.  The term recognized 
environmental condition is defined by ASTM as: 
 
“the presence or likely presence of any hazardous substances or petroleum products on a 
property under conditions that indicate an existing release, a past release, or a material 
threat of a release of any hazardous substances or petroleum products into structures on 
the property or into the ground, groundwater, or surface water of the property.  The term 
includes hazardous substances or petroleum products even under conditions in compliance 
with laws.  The term is not intended to include de minimis conditions that generally do not 
present a material risk of harm to public health or the environment and that generally 
would not be the subject of an enforcement action if brought to the attention of appropriate 
governmental agencies.” 
 
In order to qualify for one of the Landowner Liability Protections (LLP) offered by the 
Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act of 2001, the User must 
provide the following information (if available) to the environmental professional (i.e., 
PPM) and specified in 40 CFR 312 25 through 31:   
 

(1) Environmental cleanup liens that are filed or recorded against the site; 

(2) Activity and land use limitations that are in place on the site or that have been filed 
or recorded in a registry; 

(3) Specialized knowledge or experience of the person seeking to qualify for the LLP; 

(4) Relationship of the purchase price to the fair market value of the property if it were 
not contaminated; 

(5) Commonly known or reasonably ascertainable information about the property; and 
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(6) The degree of obviousness of the presence or likely presence of contamination at 
the property, and the ability to detect the contamination by appropriate 
investigation. 

 
Failure to provide this information could result in determination that “all appropriate 
inquiry” is not complete.  If there is more than one User of this report (e.g. lending 
institution or borrower/purchaser), a representative of each User must provide this 
information to seek qualification for the LLP.  This and other information provided by the 
User is presented in Section 3.0. 
 
1.2 DETAILED SCOPE OF SERVICES 
 
The ESA was conducted in accordance with good commercial and customary practices as 
described in ASTM Designation: E 1527-05, “Standard Practice for Environmental Site 
Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process”.  A summary of the scope 
of work completed is presented in the following sections: 
 
1.2.1 Records Review 
 
PPM reviewed reasonably ascertainable records to establish a history of the site and 
surrounding properties within the approximate minimum search distances described in 
ASTM E 1527, to include: 
 
• Federal records and databases, including the National Priority List (NPL), 

Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Information 
System (CERCLIS), Resource Conservation Recovery Act (RCRA) Generators and 
Treatment, Storage, and Disposal (TSD) facilities lists, and Emergency Response 
Notifications System (ERNS) list. 

• State and local records, including lists of hazardous waste sites identified for 
investigation or remediation; solid waste disposal sites; registered and leaking 
underground storage tank (LUST) lists; and other documents as are reasonably 
ascertainable. 

• Previous environmental site assessment reports, tank closure reports, subsurface 
investigation reports, corrective action reports, audit reports, and related Federal and 
state correspondence provided by the client or property owner. 

• On-site records related to environmental compliance and hazardous substance and 
petroleum product usage, storage, inventories, handling, and disposal. 

• Standard historical sources, which may include aerial photographs, fire insurance 
maps, and city directories. 

• Physical setting sources, including United States Geological Survey (USGS) Maps, 
Soil Conservation Service Maps, and other information as available. 



 

 3

1.2.2 Site Reconnaissance 
 
A site reconnaissance was conducted on the property to determine the nature and setting of 
the site and to visually and/or physically observe the property and any structures on the 
property to the extent not obstructed by bodies of water, adjacent buildings, or other 
obstacles.  The indoor and outdoor inspections focused on practices that may constitute or 
contribute to recognized environmental conditions.  PPM investigated the following during 
the site reconnaissance: 
 
• Uses of the site, adjoining properties and surrounding area (past and present). 

• Geological, hydrogeological, hydrologic, and topographic conditions. 

• Presence of storage tanks, potential PCB-containing equipment; odors; pools of liquid; 
containers, use, and handling practices of hazardous substances and petroleum 
products; pits, ponds, and lagoons; stained soil and pavement; stressed vegetation; 
solid waste disposal; waste water discharge; wells; septic tanks; drains and sumps; 
stains or corrosion; and heating/cooling system.  If any of these items were identified, 
PPM attempted to determine the nature and potential environmental concern 
represented by the item through observation, interviews, and record review. 

 
1.2.3 Interviews 
 
PPM made reasonable attempts to obtain information regarding the site by conducting 
interviews with the following as deemed appropriate: 
 
• Key site manager or site escort, if different; 

• Current and past owners, occupants, and tenants; 

• Current and past employees; 

• State and local environmental, health and emergency response agencies; 

• Local Fire Department; and 

• Local municipal engineers. 
 
1.2.4 Level of Inquiry 
 
As provided in the ASTM E 1527 standard practice, performance of this practice is 
intended to reduce, but not eliminate, uncertainty regarding the potential for recognized 
environmental conditions in connection with the property.  The practice recognizes 
reasonable limits of time and cost.  Although reasonable cost is not defined, reasonable 
time is defined as information that can be provided by the source within 20 calendar days 
of receiving the request by the information provider.  If such information was requested 
and the report was requested by the user in less than 20 calendar days, PPM will issue an 
addendum to the report upon receipt. 
 



 

 4

PPM made reasonable attempts to review locally available records and supplement records 
that are not locally available with telephone interviews, when applicable.  If a known or 
suspect environmental concern was identified on the federal and state databases, PPM 
made use of the physical setting information, statistical plume studies, local records, and 
interviews with state and local agencies to provide our opinion of the impact on the 
property.  In situations where such issues could not be brought to closure by these means, 
the access and review of state or federal case files by either traveling to the state capital or 
by requesting the information by mail through the Freedom of Information Act was 
considered a change in scope. 
 
The ASTM standard practice specifies that all obvious uses of the property be identified 
from the present back to the property’s first developed use, or back to 1940, whichever is 
earlier.  The standard practice also specifies a search interval of standard historical 
resources of approximately five years.  It has been PPM’s experience that the standard 
historical resources most likely to provide usable information on historical use are aerial 
photographs, local street directories, and fire insurance maps; however, the quality, 
coverage, and local availability of these resources may be highly variable.  If local 
research of these resources did not attain the ASTM objectives, PPM attempted to 
supplement this information with interviews and by ordering aerial photographs and 
Sanborn Fire Insurance maps from a national vendor that specializes in the retrieval of 
such information.  Whatever historical information was derived from checking these 
sources was deemed sufficient to comply with the practice, unless additional research was 
specifically requested by the client. 
 
One of the user’s responsibilities specified by the ASTM standard practice is the checking 
of land title records for environmental liens and land use limitations.  Performance of this 
responsibility is at the discretion of the user; however, it is typical for title records to be 
researched prior to purchase of a property.  Land title records are also a standard historical 
resource.  If land title records were obtained by the client, PPM requested this information 
be provided to supplement the historical research.  PPM did not conduct a land title search 
unless specifically requested by the client. 
 
1.3 SIGNIFICANT ASSUMPTIONS 
 
A statistical study of petroleum hydrocarbon plume lengths originating from underground 
storage tank (UST) releases was performed by the Texas Bureau of Economic Geology, 
Geological Circular No. 97-1.  The Texas study found that groundwater benzene plumes 
[defined as 10 parts per billion (ppb) benzene] were less than 380 feet in length in 90% of 
the sites studied and less than 1,200 feet in length in 99% of the sites studied.  Based on 
this study, LUST sites identified within the search area (see Section 4.1) that were greater 
than 1,000 feet from the property were assumed to have a minimal potential to impact the 
property unless PPM had specialized knowledge to the contrary.  Likewise, LUST sites 
between 500 and 1,000 feet from the property that could reasonably be interpreted to be 
hydrologically down or cross-gradient were also assumed to have a minimal potential to 
impact the property unless PPM had specialized knowledge to the contrary.  LUST sites 
less than 500 feet from the property were evaluated on a case-by-case basis. 
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In the absence of area-specific information such as PPM’s specialized knowledge or 
groundwater data obtained from document review, PPM assumes that the groundwater 
flow direction in the area of the property mimics the topographical gradient indicated by 
USGS Topographic Maps discussed in Section 4.3 and will use this implied groundwater 
flow direction in the evaluation of potential impacts from offsite sources. 
 
Another factor used in considering the potential impact from petroleum hydrocarbon 
plumes was the presence of intervening hydrologic barriers such as perennial streams, 
rivers, and lakes.  If such a feature were present between an identified petroleum 
hydrocarbon release and the property, the release was assumed to have a minimal potential 
to impact the property. 
 
1.4 SCOPE LIMITATIONS 
 
Scope limitations encountered during this assessment included:  

 No coverage of area from Sanborn Maps; and 

 Inability to contact a property owner and/or previous property owners. 
 
The scope limitations identified above would be considered data gaps; however, a data gap 
is only significant if other information and/or professional experience are unable to 
supplement the missing information in such a way that reasonable opinions can still be 
made with regard to recognized environmental conditions.  The significance of data gaps 
in how they affected PPM’s ability to make reasonable conclusions are discussed in 
Section 7.0. 
 
1.5 SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 
The User did not request or specify any special terms or conditions that would limit or 
reduce the scope of this assessment with respect to the ASTM E 1527-05 practice. 
 
There may be environmental issues or conditions at a property that parties may wish to 
assess in connection with commercial real estate that are outside the scope of the ASTM E 
1527-05 practice.  Non-scope considerations include (but are not limited to) asbestos, lead 
paint, wetlands, or radon.  Non-scope considerations were not included in this assessment 
unless specifically requested by the User.  If such non-scope considerations were not 
addressed by this assessment, no implication is intended as the relative importance of their 
absence.  If any non-scope considerations were addressed by this assessment, they are 
identified and discussed in Section 9.0, Additional Services of this report. 
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1.6 USER RELIANCE 
 
The Primary User of this Phase I ESA report is the City of Mobile, whom is considering 
purchasing the property.  The findings and conclusions contained within this report may 
not be used or relied upon by any other parties without the written consent of the City of 
Mobile and PPM.  
 
In accordance with the ASTM practice, this report may be relied upon by the City of 
Mobile for a period of up to 180 days following closing of the loan.  After 180 days, the 
following components of the report must be updated: 

• Interviews with owners, operators, and occupants; 

• Searches for environmental cleanup liens; 

• Reviews of federal, tribal, state, and local government records; and 

• Visual inspections of the property and of adjoining properties. 
 
If a party different from the original User intends to use this report, the subsequent User 
must also satisfy the following requirements at a minimum: 
 

• Obtain written authorization to rely on the original report from the original User 
and PPM. 

• Fulfill the User’s Responsibilities outlined in Section 1.1.   

• Contract PPM to update the report if the original report is over 180 days and less 
than one year old. 

 
If the report is greater than one year old at the time of acquisition by any User, no part of 
the report can be relied upon in order to satisfy all appropriate inquiry. 
 
1.7 PPM ACKNOWLEDGMENT STATEMENT 
 
We declare that, to the best of our professional knowledge and belief, we meet the 
definition of Environmental Professional as defined in ξ312.10 of 40CFR 312.  We have 
specific qualifications based on education, training, and experience to assess a property of 
the nature, history, and setting of the subject property.  We have developed and performed 
the all appropriate inquiries in conformance with the standards and practices set forth in 40 
CFR Part 312. 
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2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 
 
2.1 LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
Street Address: Near 7125 Bellingrath Road and 7031 Old Military Road (south of 

intersection of Old Military Road and Carl Hamilton Roads) 
County: Mobile 

City, State, Zip Code: Theodore, Alabama 36582 

Was a Legal Description Obtained? Yes 

Source of Legal Description: Mobile County Revenue Commission Website 

Reference Map: Figure 1, Site Location Map, Appendix A 

 
2.2 SITE AND VICINITY GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS 
 
General Land Use: Commercial and residential 

General Setting: Formerly vacant and undeveloped, now with commercial and residential 

General Topography: Flat with a gentle slope to the south and east 

Section 10 Township 6 South Range 2 West USGS 7.5 
Quadrangle Name: Theodore Date: 1982 

Coordinates: Latitude: N 30:32:34 Longitude: W -88:10:09 

Name U.S. Highway 90 (Government Boulevard) 

Distance ~2,150 feet Nearest Major 
Thoroughfare 

Direction Northwest 

 
2.3 SITE USE AND IMPROVEMENTS  
 
Date of Site Visit: January 28, 2009 
 
Current Use of Property: 
Undeveloped and wooded 
 
Property Size: ~2.82 acres Shape: Irregular 
 
Describe buildings on site: 
None  
 
Describe vegetation and landscaping on site: 
Semi-dense vegetation with small and large trees 
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Describe roads, paths, paved areas on site: 
None 

 
Type of Sewage Disposal: City of Theodore 

Source of Drinking Water: City of Theodore 

Type of HVAC system: None 
 
Adjoining Roads: 

North: Old Military Road (where Carl Hamilton intersects from the north) 

East: None 

South: None 

West: None 

Reference Maps: Figure 2, Site/Area Map, Appendix A 

Reference Photographs: Site Photographs, Appendix B 

 
2.4 CURRENT USES OF ADJOINING PROPERTIES 
 
From Due North, then Clockwise: 

Name: Undeveloped and wooded 

Address: None 

Use: None 

Direction: North 

Intervening Street: Old Military Road 
 
From Due North, then Clockwise: 

Name: Residence 

Address: 7065 Carl Hamilton Road 

Use: Residence 

Direction: North-northeast 

Intervening Street: Old Military Road 
 
Name: Residence 

Address: 7070 Old Military Road 

Use: Residence 

Direction: East-northeast 

Intervening Street: None 
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Name: Undeveloped, vacant property 

Address: None 

Use: None 

Direction: East 

Intervening Street: None 

 
Name: Undeveloped, wooded property 

Address: None 

Use: None 

Direction: South 

Intervening Street: None 
 

Name: Softball field on First Baptist Church property 

Address: 7125 Bellingrath Road 

Use: Softball field 

Direction: West-southwest 

Intervening Street: None 
 

Name: Residence 

Address: 7031 Old Military Road 

Use: Residence 

Direction: Northwest 

Intervening Street: None 

Reference Map: Figure 2, Site/Area Map, Appendix A 

Reference Photographs: Site Photographs, Appendix B 
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3.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 
 
3.1 TITLE RECORDS 
 
Did the User provide title records for the property? No 
 
3.2 ENVIRONMENTAL LIENS OR ACTIVITY AND USE LIMITATIONS 
 
Is the User aware of any environmental cleanup liens against the property that are filed 
or recorded under federal, tribal, state, or local law? No 

Is the User aware of any AULs, such as engineering controls, land use restrictions or 
institutional controls that are in place at the site and/or have been filed or recorded 
under federal, tribal, state, or local law?1 

No 

 
3.3 SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE 
 
Does the User have any specialized knowledge or experience related to the property or 
nearby properties?  For example, is User involved in the same line of business as the 
current or former occupants of the property or an adjoining property so that you would 
have specialized knowledge of the chemicals and processes used by this type of business? 

No 

Is the User aware of any commonly known or reasonably ascertainable information 
about the property that would help PPM identify conditions indicative of releases or 
threatened releases? 

No 

a. Does the User know the past uses of the property?   No 
b Does the User know of specific chemicals that are present or once were present at 
the property?   No 

c. Does the User know of any spills or other chemical releases that have taken place at 
the property?   No 

d. Does the User know of environmental cleanups that have taken place at the 
property?   No 

Based on the User’s knowledge and experience related to the property, are there any 
obvious indicators that point to the presence or likely presence of contamination at the 
property? 

No 

 
3.4 VALUATION REDUCTION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
 
Does the User believe the purchase price for this property reasonably reflects the fair 
market value of the property?   Yes 

 
3.5 OWNER INFORMATION 
 
Property Owner: First Baptist Church 

Owner Representative: Mr. Joe Debrow 

Address: 7125 Bellingrath Road 

Telephone Number: 251-423-2410 
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3.6 REASON FOR PERFORMING PHASE I 
 
Reason for Phase I: Due diligence for innocent landowners defense 

Type of Transaction: Land Purchase Financing 

Special Instructions: None 

 
3.7 OTHER INFORMATION PROVIDED BY USER 
 
A site plan was provided by the City of Mobile.  A copy is provided in Appendix E, Other Documentation. 
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4.0 RECORDS REVIEW 
 

4.1 STANDARD ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 
 
Standard Environmental Record Resources were researched by obtaining regulatory 
databases from a national vendor that specializes in the retrieval of such information.  The 
regulatory database report is provided in Appendix C, Regulatory Research 
Documentation. 
 

SUMMARY OF DATABASE REVIEW 
Number Identified 

Type of Site Search Distance Potential 
(from database) 

Actual 
(field confirmed) 

NPL  1 mile 0 0 
CERCLIS  1/2 mile 0 0 
CERC-NFRAP  On or Adjoining 0 0 
RCRA CORRACTS  1 mile 0 0 
RCRA TSD 1/2 mile 0 0 
RCRA Generator  On or Adjoining 0 0 
ERNS On site 0 0 
State/Tribal Equivalent NPL  1 mile 0 0 
State/Tribal Equivalent CERCLIS  1/2 mile 0 0 
State/Tribal Landfill/SWD  1/2 mile 0 0 
State/Tribal LUST  1/2 mile 0 0 
State/Tribal RUST  On or Adjoining 0 0 
Institutional/Engineering Control  On site 0 0 
Voluntary Cleanup Sites 0.5 mile 0 0 
Brownfields Sites 0.5 mile 0 0 
DATABASE PROVIDER: Environmental FirstSearch, see Appendix C 
 
No such sites were found by the database review. 
 

4.2 ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES 
 
There were no additional records reviewed as part of this assessment. 
 
4.3 PHYSICAL SETTING SOURCES 
 

LIST OF PHYSICAL SETTTING SOURCES REVIEWED 

Title: Theodore Topographic Map Source: USGS Date: 1982 
 
The USGS Topographic Map shows the property to have an approximate elevation of 50 feet above mean 
sea level (AMSL) in an area that is primarily flat. 
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4.4 HISTORICAL USE INFORMATION 
 

AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
Year Comments 

Property 
1940 

Adjoining 

The property and adjoining area appears to be undeveloped and vacant.  The 
property appears to be cropland. 

Property The property appears undeveloped, vacant cropland. 
1966 Adjoining Adjoining property appears undeveloped and vacant with the residential 

properties present to the northeast and northwest.  

Property Similar to the 1966 photo. 
1974 Adjoining Similar to the 1966 photo.  The adjoining property on the south side appears 

more wooded.  The softball field to the west appears present. 

Property Similar to the 1974 photo. 
1980 

Adjoining Similar to the 1974 photo. 

Property The property appears similar to current view. 
2005 

Adjoining Adjoining properties are similar to current view. 
Aerial Source Dates 

USDA Soil Conservation Service 1940, 1966, 1974, and 1980 
Google Earth 2005 
Reference Aerials: Historical Records Documentation, Appendix D 

 
CITY DIRECTORIES 

Source: Mobile Genealogy Library 
Year Comments 

Property 1940-
1950 Adjoining 

No Bellingrath Road listed.  Three residences listed along Old Military Road 
with no address numbers. 

Property 1955-
1980 Adjoining 

No numbers listed on addresses.  There is mixed commercial and residential 
listings along Bellingrath and all residential listings along Old Military Road. 

Property No listings. 
1985 Adjoining Mixture of residential and commercial listings along Bellingrath Road starting 

at 7205 Bellingrath Road.  All residential along Old Military Road. 

Property No listings. 1990-
2006 Adjoining Adjoining properties are similar to current listings.   
 

SANBORN MAPS 
No coverage. 

Source: N/A  
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USGS TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS 
Quadrangle Name: Theodore, Alabama see Figure 1, Appendix A 

Year Comments 
Property The property appears to be undeveloped.  

1982 Adjoining The adjoining properties appear undeveloped to the east, south, and west with 
residential property to the northeast. 

 
Comments:  Sales history obtained from the Mobile County Revenue Commission website indicates the 
property is part of a larger parcel owned by the First Baptist Church and purchased by the church in 1978.  
No prior ownership is indicated.  Information obtained from the website is located in Appendix E. 
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5.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 
 

5.1 METHODOLOGY AND LIMITING CONDITIONS 
 

Were there any conditions limiting ability to perform the Site Inspection? No 

Was there any Special Methodology used to inspect the Target Property? No 

General Methodology used to inspect Property3: 

PPM conducted a site and area reconnaissance to verify data provided by FirstSearch and to inspect the site 
and surrounding properties for conditions that might warrant environmental concern.  Observations 
concerning sites identified by the regulatory database are presented in Section 4.1.  Observations made of 
suspect activities in exterior areas on the subject property or on adjoining properties are presented in Section 
5.3.  Observations made of suspect activities in interior areas of the subject property are presented in Section 
5.4.  Observations made of suspect activities for sites in the surrounding area that are not adjoining or were 
not identified by the regulatory database are presented in Section 5.2. 
 

5.2 AREA RECONNAISSANCE 
 

There were no obvious suspect activities observed in the surrounding area. 

FirstSearch provided a list of “Non-Geocoded Sites" located in the general site vicinity whose locations were 
not mapped due to partial or erroneous addresses.  The Non-Geocoded Summary did not identify any sites 
that appeared to have a potential to be in the study area.   
 

5.3 EXTERIOR OBSERVATIONS 
 

Onsite Adjoining Were the following conditions observed or suspected? Yes No Yes No 
1 Pits, Ponds, and Lagoons  X  X 
2 Stained Soil or Pavement  X  X 
3 Stressed Vegetation  X  X 
4 Solid Waste X   X 
5 Waste Water  X  X 
6 Wells  X  X 
7 Septic Systems  X  X 
8 Storage Tanks  X  X 
9 Drums  X  X 
10 Hazardous Substance Containers  X  X 
11 Petroleum Product Containers  X  X 
12 Unidentified Substance Containers  X  X 
13 Odors  X  X 
14 Pools of Liquid  X  X 
15 Potential PCB Equipment X   X 
4. Some household dumping was noted onsite along with approximately three separate piles of concrete 

debris. 

15. One pole-mounted transformer was located on the west side of the property.  The transformer appeared 
to be in good condition with no signs of spills or leaks.  The transformer is owned by the local power 
company and is their responsibility. 

 

5.4 INTERIOR OBSERVATIONS 
 

Are there any interior spaces on the property? No 
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6.0 INTERVIEWS 
 
6.1 INTERVIEW WITH OWNER/PREVIOUS OWNER 
 
Interviewer: M. Holston 

Date: 2/9/09 

Name: Mr. Joe Debrow 

Agency: First Baptist Church 

Title/Job: Church Board of Trustees/Property Owner 
Representative 

Phone: (251) 423-2410 

Address: Theodore, Alabama 

Comments:  Mr. Debrow stated that he was part of the Board of Trustees for the First Baptist Church.  He 
was not aware of any environmental issues with the property and stated that there has never been any 
development on that portion of the property that he recalled.  Mr. Debrow asked PPM to interview Mr. 
Bobby Oliver who is the Chairman for the Board of Trustees. 
 

Interviewer: M. Holston 

Date: 2/9/09 

Name: Mr. Bobby Oliver 

Agency: First Baptist Church 

Title/Job: Chairman for the Church Board of 
Trustees/Property Owner Representative 

Phone: (251) 454-0845 

Address: Theodore, Alabama 

Comments:  Mr. Oliver stated that the property as a whole was purchased in the late 1970s by the church.  
He was not aware of any environmental issues with the property or any environmental liens associated with 
the property.  Mr. Oliver said that he was responsible for subdividing the property and stated that there has 
never been any development on that portion of the property. 
 
6.2 INTERVIEWS WITH SITE MANAGER 
 

Comments:  N/A 
 
6.3 INTERVIEWS WITH OCCUPANTS 
 

Comments:  N/A 
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6.4 INTERVIEWS WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
 

LOCAL FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Interviewer: M. Holston 

Date: 2/2/09 

Name: Fireman-no name given 

Agency: Fowl River Volunteer Fire Department 

Title/Job: Volunteer Fireman Phone: (251) 973-2800 

Address: Theodore, Alabama 

Comments:  The volunteer fireman stated that the area was either in Theodore-Tillmans Corner or Mobile 
County Fire Departments jurisdiction. 
 

Interviewer: M. Holston 

Date: 2/4/09 

Name: Chief James Shelly 

Agency: Theodore-Tillmans Corner Volunteer Fire Department 

Title/Job: Fire Chief Phone: (251) 653-8010 

Address: Theodore, Alabama 

Comments:  Chief Shelly stated that he was formally with the Mobile Fire Department from 1975 to 2002 
and with the volunteer fire department in Theodore to the present.  To his knowledge, he is not aware of any 
environmental concerns in the area and no reported hazardous spills. 

 
6.5 INTERVIEWS WITH OTHERS 
 
No regulatory issues warranted further interviews with regulatory agencies. 
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7.0 FINDINGS/OPINIONS 
 
The findings of this Phase I ESA and PPM’s opinions as to whether any of the suspect 
activities identified represent recognized environmental conditions, historical recognized 
environmental conditions or de minimis conditions associated with the property are 
presented as follows: 
 
● Historical Use of the Property.  Based on the historical information researched, the 

subject property has been undeveloped and vacant since 1940.  Aerial photographs 
indicate the site was cropland from at least 1940 to the 1960s.  Chief Shelly, formally 
of the Mobile County Fire Department and currently with the Theodore-Tillmans 
Corner Volunteer Fire Department, stated that he has been a fireman since 1975 and 
does not recall any environmental concerns in the area.  The property was acquired by 
the First Baptist Church in 1978, but all development associated with the church is on 
the 11.79 acres that adjoin the property to the west.  Based on the available 
information, the historical use of the property does not represent a recognized 
environmental condition. 

• Current use of the Property.  The subject property is currently undeveloped and 
wooded.  Some household dumping and piles of concrete debris were noted onsite; 
however, no evidence of hazardous substances or petroleum products was observed.  
The current use of the property does not represent a recognized environmental 
condition. 

• Current uses of Surrounding Properties.  Adjoining properties are the First Baptist 
Church, mixed commercial and residential with undeveloped, wooded or vacant areas.  
The current uses of the surrounding properties do not represent a recognized 
environmental condition. 

• One Pole-Mounted electrical transformer located on the west side of the property.  
Dielectric fluids in some electrical transformers contain PCBs.  The content of the 
dielectric fluid for the onsite transformer is unknown but there were no signs of rust, 
leakage, staining or stressed vegetation associated with the transformer.  Transformers 
in this area would be owned by the City of Theodore who would retain any 
environmental liability associated with a release from the unit.  The transformer does 
not appear to represent a recognized environmental condition. 
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8.0 CONCLUSIONS 

 
PPM has performed a Phase I ESA in general conformance with the scope and limitations 
of ASTM Standard Practice E 1527-05 at the undeveloped, wooded property located at 
Bellingrath Road and Old Military Road in Theodore, Mobile County, Alabama.  This 
assessment has revealed no evidence of recognized environmental conditions in connection 
with the property. 
 
 

9.0 ADDITIONAL SERVICES 
 
There were no additional services provided by PPM under this scope of work. 
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10.0 COMMONLY USED ABBREVIATIONS 
 
The following is a list of abbreviations that are commonly used in Phase I ESA reports: 
 
ARBCA Alabama Risk-based Corrective Action 
AST  aboveground storage tank 
ASTM  American Society for Testing and Materials 
ATTF  Alabama Tank Trust Fund 
ATG  Automatic Tank Gauge 
BTEX  benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylenes (gasoline components) 
BDL  Below Detection Limits 
BGS  below ground surface 
CERCLA Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act 
CERCLIS Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability  
  Information System 
CESQG Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (<100 kg per month) 
CFR  Code of Federal Regulations 
CORRACTS Corrective Action Report 
ECHO  Enforcement & Compliance History Online (from USEPA) 
EDR  Environmental Data Resources 
ERNS  Emergency Response Notification System 
ESA  Environmental Site Assessment 
FRP  Fiberglass Reinforced Plastic 
LQG  Large Quantity Generator of hazardous waste (>1,000 kg per month) 
LUST  leaking underground storage tank 
NFA  No Further Action 
NFRAP No Further Remedial Action Planned 
NPL  National Priority List 
MTBE  methyl tertiary butyl ether (common gasoline additive) 
PAH  polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons (common diesel components) 
ppm  parts per million 
PPM  PPM Consultants, Inc. 
RCRA   Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
RUST  registered underground storage tank 
SWD  Solid Waste Disposal 
SQG  Small Quantity Generator of hazardous waste (100 to 1,000 kg per month) 
TSD  Treatment, Storage, and Disposal 
USEPA United States Environmental Protection Agency 
USDA  United States Department of Agriculture 
USGS  United States Geological Survey 
UST  Underground storage tank 
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SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 



Theodore Property, Bellingrath Road and Old Military Road, Theodore, AL    PPM Job No.213410-ESA1 

Photographs taken January 28, 2009 by Monica Holston 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 

Photo 1.  Subject Property          Photo 2.  Subject Property 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Photo 3. Subject Property (household debris)        Photo 4. Drainage Ditch 

 

  

 



Theodore Property, Bellingrath Road and Old Military Road, Theodore, AL    PPM Job No.213410-ESA1 

Photographs taken January 28, 2009 by Monica Holston 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 

Photo 5.  Subject Property         Photo 6.  Subject Property (concrete and brick debris) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

   
Photo 7.  Drainage Ditch with debris       Photo 8.  Onsite Transformer 

 

  



Theodore Property, Bellingrath Road and Old Military Road, Theodore, AL    PPM Job No.213410-ESA1 

Photographs taken January 28, 2009 by Monica Holston 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 

Photo 9.  Adjoining property to the North       Photo 10.  Adjoining properties to the Northeast 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

   
Photo 11.  Adjoining properties to the East-northeast     Photo 12.  Adjoining property to the East 

 

  



Theodore Property, Bellingrath Road and Old Military Road, Theodore, AL    PPM Job No.213410-ESA1 

Photographs taken January 28, 2009 by Monica Holston 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 

Photo 13.  Adjoining property to the South       Photo 14.  Adjoining properties to the Southwest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

   
Photo 15.  Adjoining properties to the West       Photo 16.  Adjoining property to the Northwest 
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REGULATORY RESEARCH DOCUMENTATION 
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HISTORICAL RECORDS DOCUMENTATION 
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OTHER DOCUMENTATION 















 

 

APPENDIX F 
 

QUALIFICATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS



MONICA A. HOLSTON 
Environmental Scientist 
 
PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY 
 
Ms. Holston has ten years of experience specializing in Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessments (ESA), property transfer assessments and subsurface investigations.  She has 
experience sampling for Asbestos Containing Materials (ACM) and lead-based paints for 
Phase I ESAs.  Currently, Ms. Holston serves as Project Manager over groundwater 
monitoring events, free product recovery activities and remediation by natural attenuation 
projects.  As a Project Manager, her duties include supervision of field activities, the 
collection of groundwater samples at various UST sites, interpretation of field and 
laboratory data, the operations and maintenance of dual-phase vacuum extraction (DPVE) 
systems, and the preparation of project reports.  She also has experience performing Phase 
I ESAs for cellular tower sites and Phase II ESAs for petroleum-contaminated sites.  
 
KEY PROJECT EXPERIENCE  
 
•  Performed Asbestos/Lead-based sampling in Alabama, Florida, and Mississippi. 
 

•  Performed Phase I ESAs in Alabama, Mississippi, Florida, Texas, and Michigan. 
 

• Performed subsurface sampling of soil and groundwater for several Phase II ESA 
property transactions. 

 

• Performed Operations and Maintenance (O&M) of DPVE system at several UST 
facilities. 

 

•  Experienced in collecting effluent and VOC samples from DPVE systems, 
measuring induced vacuum and hydraulic influence in the subsurface, and 
interpreting data from UST systems. 

 

•  Supervised and performed free product recovery events and generated reports at 
area UST projects. 

 

•  Conducted aquifer pump tests for source water evaluations in Alabama. 
 

•  Performed well sampling for various state trust fund sites in Alabama, Florida, 
Mississippi, and Illinois. 

 

•  Participated as a field scientist, report writer and technical coordinator for several 
multi-property, short-turnaround environmental assessments. 

 

•  Responsible for preparing Phase I ESA, Phase II ESA, Preliminary NEPA 
Environmental Assessment, quarterly groundwater monitoring, UST closure, 
Secondary Investigation, Risk Assessment and free product recovery reports. 



 

 

MONICA A. HOLSTON 
Page Two 
 
EDUCATION 
 
B. S. Environmental Science (Minors – Business Administration and Communication with 
the Hearing Impaired) 
Troy State University, 1996 
 
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 
 
40 Hour Hazwoper Training - 1998; 8-Hour Refresher Courses 1999-2008 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Course; 1999 
AHERA Inspectors, Asbestos Training Course – 2000; Refresher Courses 2001-2002 
Focused Alabama Risk-Based Corrective Action Training; 2002 
 



 

 

GREGORY P. STOVER, P.G. 
Senior Geologist 
 
PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY 
 
Mr. Stover has twenty-five years of experience as a geologist.  Mr. Stover worked as a 
geologist for an oil field service company for over seven years.  He has been an 
environmental consultant for twelve years with specialized experience in property transfer 
assessments and subsurface investigations.  He has an extensive knowledge of 
environmental regulations, including RCRA, CERCLA, and USTs.  He has performed, 
managed, or participated in several hundred environmental assessments and UST-related 
projects. 
 
KEY PROJECT EXPERIENCE 
 
• Served as the section manager of environmental assessments in a regional office of 

a national environmental consulting firm.  Primary responsibilities were project and 
personnel management, training environmental personnel, quality control, proposal 
writing, and product development which included creating standard field forms, 
report formats, and instructionals for company-wide use to support the ASTM E 
1527 Standard Practice for Phase I Environmental Site Assessments as well as 
client-specific scopes of work. 

• Served as a technical coordinator to a major commercial institution for 
environmental projects on a nationwide basis.  These duties included serving as the 
company’s point of contact for the client; coordinating and standardizing the 
company-wide effort; conducting quality control reviews; providing expertise on 
subsurface investigations, hydrogeology, and contaminants; and developing worst-
case cost projections for remediation based on known parameters and reasonable 
assumptions. 

• Performed Phase I and II environmental assessments to satisfy CERCLA liability 
due diligence in 25 states and has managed or coordinated projects in 14 additional 
states.   

• Responsible for personnel training and quality control/senior review at PPM for 
Phase I and II environmental assessments, contamination assessments, and risk 
assessments. 

• Designed and managed soil and groundwater remediation projects for leaking UST 
facilities and fuel bulk terminals with emphasis on dual-phase vacuum extraction 
and excavation involving soil management by land-farming or treatment by thermal 
desorption. 

• Project Manager of over 50 UST sites in South Alabama, involving contaminant 
delineation, groundwater monitoring, risk assessment, corrective action plan 
preparation, and remedial action implementation. 



 

 

GREGORY P. STOVER, P.G. 
Page Two 
 
EDUCATION 
 
B. S. Geology (Minor Oceanography and Forestry) 
Auburn University, 1979 
 
TRAINING 
 
Asbestos Building Inspector’s Course, AHERA (BCM Engineers, Inc.) March 1988; 
Refresher:  1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994 (BCM); and 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, and 
2000 (Professional Training Group). 
UST Training Seminar, (BCM) 1992 
Hazardous Waste Worker Training Seminar 29 CFR 1910.120 (University of Alabama - 
Birmingham), November 1988; Refresher: 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994 (BCM); and 
1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, and 2000 (Professional Training Group). 
Hazardous Waste Supervisor Training Seminar 29 CFR 1910.120, (Professional Training 
Group) 1995 (#595-4179) 
Risk Based Corrective Action Seminar, (ASTM) October 1996 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 
Registered Professional Geologist  

Florida, 509 
Arkansas, 1547 
Tennessee, TN2099 
Alabama, 279 
Mississippi, 0484 

 



Federal Emergency Management Agency 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

Notice of Availability of the Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA) 
For the Theodore Fire Station 

Mobile, Alabama 
FEMA- EMW-2009-SC-02117R 

 
Interested persons are hereby notified that the Federal Emergency Management (FEMA) 
is proposing to assist the City of Mobile, Alabama in the funding of a Fire Station project 
for the citizens of South Mobile.  
 
In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, National 
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), Executive Order 11988, Executive Order 11990, and 
the implementing regulations of FEMA, an Environmental Assessment (EA) was 
prepared to assess the potential impacts of the Proposed Action on the human and natural 
environment. The Draft EA summarizes the purpose and need, alternatives, affected 
environment, and potential environmental consequences for the proposed action. The 
Draft EA is available for comment and can be viewed and downloaded from FEMA’S 
website at http://www.fema.gov/plan/ehp/envdocuments/ea-region4shtm or the City of 
Mobile’s website at www.cityofmobile.gov. The Draft EA may also be reviewed and 
copied at the following locations: 
 
Theodore Oaks Branch –Mobile Public Library 
5808 Highway 90 West 
Suite E 
Theodore, Alabama 
 
The comment period will conclude 15 days after the initial notice publication date of 
_________________.  Written comments on the Draft EA can be mailed or faxed to the 
contact below. If no substantive comments are received. The Draft EA and associated 
Findings of no Significant Impact (FONSI) will become final. Substantive comments will 
be addressed as appropriate in the final documents. 
 

Ray O Richardson 
Environmental Manager 
City of Mobile 
P.O. Box 1827 
Mobile, Alabama 36622-1827 
FAX: (251) 208-7555 
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