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HAZUS User of the Year!

2009 4¢h Quarter

Congratulations to S. Kate Ploeger, Ph.D. Student,
University of Ottawa, the 2009 4th Quarter
HAZUS User of the Year. Ms. Ploeger is the first
international recipient of the HAZUS User of the
Year award. Ms. Ploeger’s research sets an
example for wusing HAZUS for earthquake
mitigation and emergency management strategies
in eastern Canada.

She worked with HAZUS to identify areas that are physically and socially
vulnerable to earthquake ground shaking as well as presented earthquake
loss estimations for two census tracts (ten dissemination areas) in downtown
Ottawa, Canada.

To create “HAZUS-ready” databases for her research she: 1) completed a
detailed building inventory of downtown Ottawa; 2) tallied relevant census
information; 3) conducted microzonation studies to allow mapping of the study
area by NEHRP (National Earthquake Hazard Reduction Program) site classes,
in collaboration with the Geological Survey of Canada and Carleton
University; 4) assessed earthquake induced hazards; and 5) estimated seismic
losses for ground-motions given in the 2005 National Building Code of
Canada for expected motions at a 2% exceedence probability in 50 years.

All collected data were assembled into a set of standard geodatabases that
were compatible with HAZUS-MH using a GIS specific procedure. The final
research identified areas with the greatest amount of losses in downtown
Ottawa.

Ms. Ploeger’s expertise in using HAZUS-MH for seismic risk make her an
outstanding HAZUS-MH champion. FEMA is proud to recognize Ms. Ploeger as
the 2009 4th Quarter HAZUS User of the Year.

Congratulations!

FEMA
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