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BACKGROT]ND

In accordance with 44 Codeof Federal Regulations (CFR) for FEMA, Subpart B, Agency

Implementing procedures, Part 10.9, aTiered Site-specifi c Environmental Assessment

(Tiered SEA| was prepared pursuant to Section 102 of the National Environmental Policy

Act (NEPA) of l969,as implemented by the regulations promulgated by the President's

Council on Environmental Quahty (CEQ; 40 CFR Parts 1500-1503). The Tiered SEA is

tiered from the Programmatic Environmental Assessment (PEA) and Finding of No

Significant Impact (fONSj for the Grant Programs Directorate Programs. The Tiered

SgA, pp4 for GPD Programs and the PEA's FONSI are incotporated into this FONSI by

reference.

The purpose of the proposed project is to enhance firefighter and resident safety by

prorriaing a permanent fire station that will assist in reducing response times, improve fire

,rrppr.rrior, 
"olr.rugr, 

provide space for training, and provide for the health and well-

U"i"g of fire hghter:s pioviding service to the City of Bayonne and the Peninsula at City

Harbor. The City of Bayonne Fire Department (Bayonne) has applied for Assistance to

Firefighters, American R"torr.ty and Reinvestment Act program funding under

application number EMW-2009-FC-04845R.

Two project alternatives were considered in the EA: 1) No Action and2) Preferred

Action Altemative. Under the No Action Alternative, no FEMA fimding will be used for

the construction of a fire station in Bayonne. As a result of this altemative, the Bayonne

Fire Department would continue to operate in the current temporary facilities- The

preferred Action Altemative is the construction of a new fire station at a 1.8 acre block at

the peninsula that is designated as HS-17 under the Bayonne Harbor Redevelopment

Plan. The fire station wilibe a one story buiiding occupying approximately 15,000 squale

feet. The proposed action is a critical action and will be located in the 500-year

floodplain. There are no practicable alternatives outside the 500-year floodplain, the

action continues to be practicable, and taking this action in the floodplain clearly

outweighs the requirement under Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management,to (l)
avoid direct or indirect support of floodplain development, (2) reduce the risk of flood

loss, (3) minimize the impacts of floods on human safety, health, and welfare, and (4)

restore and preserve floodplain values. FEMA has documented the 8-step review required

by 44 CFR Part 9 through the Tiered SEA.
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A public notice was posted on FEMA's website:

i,rryr.w.fema.gov/plartehp/envdocuments/ea-region2 on/by April4, 201I. The d-raft EA

was available for review for a period of 15 days at City of Bayonne, Clerk's Office, 630

Avenue C, Bayonne, NJ 0700j. fn. public was invited to comment on the proposed

action and the draft EA. No comments were received from the public during the 15-day

comment period.

FINDINGS

The proposed project as described in the Tiered SEA will not effect on historic

prop.rti.r, threatened and endangered species, critical habitat, migratory birds' wetlands,

and coastal resources. The propoied project will have minor effects on water quality. The

proposed project will have positive impacts on low-income and minority popuiations.
^fn" 

ptopored action will take place in the 500-year floodplain but will have no

significant impacts on floodpliins and floods will not have significant impacts on the

proposed action.

CONDITIONS

The following conditions must be met as part of this project. Failure to comply with

these conditions may jeopardize the receipt of Federal funding.

1. Bayonne is required to obtain any necessary local, state, and/or federal permits or

approvals prior to project implementation'

Z. Bayonne will follow best management requirements under applicable stormwater

poilution requirements for the placement of the fil1 and construction activities.

3. In the event that unmarked graves, burials, human remains, or archaeological

deposits are uncovered, Bayonne will immediately halt construction activities in

the vicinity of the discovery, secure the site, and take reasonable measures to

avoid or minimize harm to the finds. All archeological findings will be secured

and access to the sensitive area restricted. Bayonne will inform FEMA

immediately and FEMA will consult with the New Jersey State Historic
preservation Officer (SHPO) and Tribes and work in sensitive areas cannot

resume until consultation is completed and appropriate measures have been taken

to ensure that the project is in compliance with the National Historic Preservation

Act.

4. Bayonne will submit any changes to the scope of work that was originally

submitted as part of the application for FEMA's determination of whether the

Tiered SEA and this finding are still valid or whether any supplementation or re-

evaluation is needed.
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CONCLUSIONS

Based on the findings of the Tiered SEA, coordination with the appropriate agencies,

comments from the public, and adherence to the project conditions set forth in this

FONSI, FEMA has determined that the proposed project qualihes as a major Federal

action that will not significantly affect the quality of the natural and human environment,

nor does it have the potential for significant cumulative effects. As a result of this

FONSI, an EIS will not be prepared (44 CFR Part 10.9) and the proposed project as

described in the attached Tiered SEA may proceed.

APPROVAL

Date 1-26-20//

Regional Environmental Offi cer

FEMA Region II


